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IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776. 


A 
DECLARATION 
565 3 "BY: THE 
REPRESENTATA4VES 
OF THE 


NED STATES o AMERICA” 
IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED. 


l 


HEN in the courſe of human events, it becomes 
neceſſary for one people to diſolve the political 
wds which have connected them with another, and to 
ſme among the powers of the earth, the ſeparate and 
val tation to which the laws of nature and of nature; 
2 entitle them, a decent reſpect to the opinions of 
;ankind requires that they ſhould declare the cauſes 
nich impel them to the ſeparation. 
We hold theſe truths to be ſelfl evident, that all me 
re created equal; that they are endowed by their cre- 
er with certain unalienable rights ; that among theſe 
re e le, liberty, and the purſuit of happineſs; that to ſe- 
are theſe rights, governments are inſtituted among menz; 
eriy 18 their juit powers from the conſent of the gov- 
rned; that when ever any form of government becomes 
eſtructive of theſe ends, it is the right of the people to 
ter or to aboliſh it, and to inſtitute new government, laying 
s foundation on {ſuch principles, and organiz'ag- its 
wers in ſuch form, as to them ſhall ſeem. moit likely to 
fic their ſafety and happineſs. Prudence, indeed, will 
lictate, that governments long eſtabliſhed ſhould not be 
hanged for light and traſient cauſes ; and accordingly - 
experience has ſhewn, thai mankind are more diſpoſed 
0 ſuffer, while evils arc ſufferable, than tv right them- | 
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ſelves by aboliſhing the forms to which they are accu 
ſtomed. But when a long train of abuſes and uſurp:tj. 
ons, purſuing invariably the ſame object, evinces a de. 
ſign to reduce them under abſolute deſpotiſm, it is den 
Tight, it is their duty, to throw off. ſuch government, 
and to provide new guards for their future ſecurity. 
Such has been the patient ſufferance of theſe Colonie: 
and ſuch is now the neceſſity which conſtrains them to |. 
ter their former ſyſtems cf government. 'The hiſtory ii 
the preſent king of Great- Britain is a hiſtory of repeated 
_ .mjuries and uſurpations, all having in direct ob'ec the 
. eſtabliſhment of an abſclu e tyranny over theſe States. 

o prove this, let facts be {ſubmitted to a candid world. 

He has refuſed his aſſent to laws the mot wholeſorne 

and neceſſary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to paſs laws of imme. 
diate and preſſing importance, unleſs ſulpended in their 
operation till his aſſent thovld be obtained; and when {0 
ſuſpended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refuſed to paſs other laws for the accommodsa. 
tion of large diſtricts of people, unie(s thoſe people would 
relinquiſh the right of repreſen: ation in the legiſlaturc, a 
right eneſtimable to them, and formidable to tyranis only, 

He has called together legiſlative bodies at places un- 

uſual, uncomfortable, and diſtant from the depoſitory of 
their public records, for the ſole purpoſe of fatiguing chem 
into a compliance with his meaſures. : 
He has difolved Repreſentative Houſes repeatedly, for 
oppoſing with manly firmneis his invaſions on the rights 
of the people | 
_ He has refuſed ſor along time after ſuch diſſolutions, 
to cauſe others to be elected ; whereby the legiflative 
powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to th: 
| le at large for their exerciſe , the State remaining 
in the mean time expoſed to all the danger of invaſion 
_ ffom without, and convulſions within. 
He has endeavoured to prevent the population of theſe 
States ; for that purpoſe obſtructing the laws for natural 
ization of foreigners ; refuſing to paſs others to encour- 
age their migrations hither, and raiſing the conditions o 
new apropriatious of lands. N 
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n 
le has obſtructed the adminiſtration of juſtice, by re- 
ling his aſſent to laws for eſtabiſhing judiciary powers. 


e tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment 
their ſalaries, 


W ther ſwarms of officers to harraſs our pęople, and eat 
t their ſubſtance. | | 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, ſtanding ar- 
ies, withont the conſent of our legiſlatures, - 

He has affected to render the military independent of 
d ſuperior to the civil power. 


- 


| foreign to our conſtitution, and unacknowledged by 

Ir laws; giving his aſſent to their acts of pretended 

iſlation: . 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock trial, ſrom puniſh- 

ent for any murders which they ſhould commit on the 

abitants of theſe States: REI 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world: 

For impoſing taxes on us without our conſent : 

For depriving us, in many caſes, of the benefits of trial 
Jury N ö | 

For tranſporting us beyond ſeas to be tried for preten- 
d offences: 

For aboliſhing the free ſyſtem of Engliſh laws in a 

ighbouring Province, eſtabliching therein an arbitrary 


rit at once an example and fit inſtrument for intredue- 
the ſame abſolute rule into theſe Colonies : - 

Vor taking away our charters, aboliſhing our moſt va- 
wie laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of 
governments, ä 

For ſuſpending our own legiſlatures, and declating 
raſelves inveſted with power to legiſlate for us in all 
Ie: whatſorver. | | 
He has abdicated goverment here, by-declaring us 
t of his ptotection, and waging war againſt us. 

ie has plundered our ſeas, ravaged our coaſts, burnt 
towns, and deſtroyed the lives of cur people. 


He has mide Judges dependant on his will alone, for. 


He has erected a multitude of new offices, and ſent 


He has combined with others to ſubject us toa juriſdicti. 


vernment, and enlarging its boundaries, fo as to ren- 
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on tlie high ſeas, to bear arms againſt their country, 1 


Ci® 3 
He.is at this. time, tranſporting large armies of foreiy, 
mercenaries to complete che works of death, defolaticy 
and tyranny, already begun with circumſtances of eri::! 
ty and perhdy, ſcarcely paralleled i in the moſt barbara 
ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation 

"He has conſtrained our fellow citizens, taken Cap! ! 14 


become the ex:cutioners of their friends and brethr.1 
or to fall themſelves by their hands. 

Ile has excited domeſtic inſurrections amongſt us, 400 
5 endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron 
tiers, the metcileſs indian ſavages, whoſe known rule : 
warfare is an undiſtinguiſhed de 4 ſtrudionof all ages ſe: 
and conditions. 

In every ſtage of theſe oppreſſions we have petition: 
fox redreſs, in the moſt humble terms: Our repeat: 
petions have been anſwered only by repeated injury. 
prince, 'whoſe character is thus marked by every 
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler «/ 
free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our Bri:i! 
brethren. We have warned them from time to time, 
atempts by their legiſlature to extend an unu arrantal 
juriſdi g ion over us. We have reminded them of 
circumſtances of cur emigration and fettienient . 
We have appealed to their native juſtice and magnin 
ty, and we have conjured them by the ties of our cos 
mon kindred, to diſavow theſe u vrpations, Which won 

enevitably interrupt our connexicns and correff onerc 
They too, have been deaf to the voice of juſtice a 
of conſangninity. We muſt, therefore, acquieſee 
the noceſſity which denounces our ſeparation, and de 
them, as we hold the reſt of mankind, enemies in wa 
in 41 880 friends. 


e therelore the repreſentatives of the UNIT: 
STATES OF AMERICA, in General Congre!s : 
ſeiable, appealing to che ſupreme Judge of the world f 

- the rectitude of our intentions, Do, in the name, and 
the authority of the good people of theſe Coloni-s, | 
lemnly ONO and declare, T hat theſe United Colom 


2 


: F 
3 re, and of right ought to be, Free and Independant States; 


at they are abſolved from all allegiance io the Brith 
roten, and that all political connexion between them 


ey have full power to levy war, conclude peace, con- 
ract alliances, eſtabliſh.commerce, and to do all other 
ts and things which Independant States may of right do. 
end for the ſupport of this Declaration, with a firm re- 
ice on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutu- 
ly pledge to each other, our lives, cur fortunes, and 
ur ſacred honour, | 


Signed by order and in behalf of the Concarss. 
JOHN HANC OCK, Frelident, 


— 


Atteſted. 

HARLES THOMSON, Secretary. | x 
N-ww-Hampſbire, eu- Juri, 

oſiah Bartlett, William Floyd, 
Viliam Whipple, Philip Livingſton, 
lathew Thornton. Francis Lewis, 
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ohn Adams, Richard Stockton, 
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bridge Gerry. Francis Hopkinſon 

F John Hart, 
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oger Sherman, Benjamin Franklin, 
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nad the State of Great Britain, is, and ought to be total - 
yy dilolved ; and that as Free and Independant States j 
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. Searge. Taylor. . - Thomas Nelſon, jun. 
James Wüuſon, Prancis Liphifooot Lee 
"George Ros, Carter Braxton. 
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Fo Praga *Arthur Middleton. N 
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ARTICLES or CONFEDERATION 
"PERPETUAL UNION, 


Between the Stotes of New Hampſhire, Maf- 

ſachaſetts- Bay. Rhode land nd Providence- 
Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New- 
Ferfey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carblina, 
and Georgia. | | : 


of | AzrTicts I. 8 
HE ſtyle of this confederacy ſhall be, Tus 
UNITED STATES or AMERICA.“ 
Arr. II. Each State retains its ſovereignty, freedom 
ant independance, and every power, juriſdiction and 
right, which, is not by this confederation expreſsly dele- 
gated to the United States in Congrels aflermbled, _ 
Art. III. The faid States hereby ſeverally enter into 
2 firm league of ſriendſhip with each other for their com- 
mon defence, the ſecurity of their liberties and their mu- 
tual and general welfare; binding themſelves to aſſiſt 
each other agaiaſt all force offered to or attacks made up- 
on them or any of them on account of religion, ſove- 
reignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever, 
Art. IV The better to ſecure and perpetuate mutual 
friendſhip and intercourſe among the people of the diffe- 
rent States in this union, the free inhabitants of each of 
theſe States (paupers, vagabonꝗs and fugitives from juſ- 
eee ſhall be intitled to all privileges and im- 
munities of free citizens in the ſeveral States; and che 
people of each State ſhall have free ingreſs and regreſs to 
and from any other State, and ſhall enjoy therein all the 
privileges of trade and commerce, ſubject to the ſame du» 
ties, impoſitions and reſtrictions as the inhabitants thereof 
reſpectivcly, provided that ſuch reſtriction ſhall not extend 
ſo far as to prevent the removal of property imported into 
any State to any _ State, of which the owner is an 
inhabitant ; provided alſo, that no impoſition, duties or 
, | - ; War #99 
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on _ reftrigion. ſhall be laid by any ſtate on the property ©: 
che. United States, or either of them. 

If any perſon guilty of or charged with treaſon, felony 
or other high miſdemeanor in any ſtate, ſhall flee from 
juſtice and be tound in any of the United States, he ſhall 

upon demand of the Governor or executive power of the 
ſtate from which he fled, be delivered up and removed 0 
the ſtate having juriſdiction of his offences. | 
Full faith and credit ſhall be given in each of theſe ſtate; 
to the records, acts and judicial proccedings of the court: 
and magiſtrates of every other State. 2 

Art. V. For the more convenient management of 
che general intereſt of the United States, delegates ſhall 
be annually appointed, in ſuch manner as the legiſlature 

1 of each State ſhall direct, to meet in congreſs on the firſt 
Monday in November, in every year. with a power reſer- 
ved to each ſtate to recall its del:gates or any of them, at. 
any time within the year, and to {end others in their ſtead, 
or the remainder of the year. . 

No State ſhall be repreſented in Congreſs by leſs than 
two, nor by more than ſeven members; and no perſon 
mall be capable of being a delegate, for more than three 

years in any term ot fix years; nor ſhall any perſon be- 

mg adelegate, becapable ofholding any office under the U. 

States, for which he, or any other for his benefit, receives 

any ſalary, fees or emolument of any kind. 

Each State ſhall maintain its own delegates in any 

meeting of the States, and while they act as members of 
i the committee of the States. e 
| ii In determining queſtions in the v nited States in Con- 
Wl , greis aſſembled. each State ſhall have one vote. 
NMeedom of ſpeech and debate in Congreſs {hall not be 
impeached or queſtioned in any court or place out of con. 
eſs z and the members of Congreſs ſhall be protected 
in their perſons from arreſts and impriſonments, during 
the time of their going to and from, and attendance on 
Congrels, except for treaſon, felony or breach of the peace. 
Art. VI. No State without the conſent of the United 
States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall fend any embaſſy to 
or receive any . or enter into any confer- 


ence, agreements alliance or treaty with any King 
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rince or State; nor {hall any perſonholding any office of 


ccept of any preſent, emolnment, office or title of ar 
kind whatever from any king, prince or foreign State ; 
107 ſhall the United States in congreſs aſſembled, or any 
of them, grant any title of nobility, ; 
No two or more States ſhall enter into any treaty, con- 
federation or alliance whatever between them, without 
the conſent of the United States in Congress aſſembled, 
ſpecifying accurately che purpoſe ſor which the ſame is 
to be entered into, and how long it ihall continue. | 
Ne State ſhall lay any impoſts or duties, which may in- 
terferewithany ſtipulations in treaties entered into by the 
United States in Congreſs aſſembled with any king, 


poſed by Congreſs to the courts of France and Spain. 

No veſſels of war ſhall be kept in tune of peace by any 
State, except ſuch number only as {hall be deemed neceſ- 
ſary by the United States in Congreſs aiſembled, for the 
defence of fuch State or its trade; nor ſhall any body of 
forces be kept up by any State in time of pcace, except 
ſuch number only as, in the judgment of the United 


23rriſon the forts neceſſary for the defence of ſuch State; 
but every State ſhall always keep up a well regulated 
and diciplined militia, ſuffi ciently armed and accoutred, 
and thal} provide and have conſtantly ready for uſe, in 
public Stores, a due number of field pieces and tents, and 
a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and campequipage. 

No State ſhall engage in any war without the conſent 


of the United States in Congreſs aflewbled, unleſs ſuch 


State be actually invaded by enemies, or ſhall have certain 
advice of a reſolution being formed by ſeme nation of In- 
vians to jnvade ſuch State, and the danger is ſo eminent 
as not to admit of delay till the United, States in Con- 
grets aſſembled, can be conſulted z noi ſhall any State 
grant commiſſions to any ſhips or veſſels of War, nor letters 
of marque or repriſal, except it be after a declaration of 
war by the United States in Congrels afſerabled, and then 
em againſt the kingdom or State and the uhjects thereof 
agamft which war has been fo declared, and under ſuch 


oft or truſt under the United States, or any of cher, 
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prince or State, in purſuance of any treatics already pro- 


States Inge ailembled, ſhall be dee med requitite to 
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regulations as ſha?! be eſtabliſhed by the United States in 
> Congreſs aſſembled, unleſs ſuch State be infeſted by pirates, 
in which caſe veſſels of war may be fitted but for that oc- 
eaſion and kept ſo long as the danger ſhall continue, or 
untill the 1 nited States in Congrels aſſembled ſhall de. 
termine otherwiſe, ; 1 | ; 
Art. VII. When land forces are raiſed by any State 
for the common defence, all officers of or under the rank 
- of colonel (hall be appointed by the legiſlature of euch 
State reſpectively, by whom ſuch forces ſhall be raiſed, cr 
in ſuch manner as ſuch State ſhall direct; and all vacan- 
_ cies ſhall be filled up by the State which firſt made the 
appointment. | OS e of 
Art. VIII. All charges of war andallother expenſcs 
that ſhall be incurred for the common defence or general 
welfare, and allowed by the united States in Congreſs al- 
_ ſembled, ſhall be defrayed out of a common treaſury, 
which ſhall be fupplied by the ſeveral ſtates in proporti- 
on to the value of all land vithin each State, granted to 
or ſurveyed tor any perſon, as ſuch land and the build- 
ings and improvements thereon ſhall be eſtimated, ac- 
cording to ſuch mode as the united States in congrels aſ- 
ſembled ſhall from time to time dired and appoint. 
The taxes for paying that proportion ſhall be laid and 
levied by the authority and direction of the legiflature: 
of the ſeveral States, within the time agreed upon by the 
United ſtates in Congreſs afſembled, 8 
Art. IX. The United States in Congreſs aſſembled 
fall have the ſole and excluſive right and power of de- 
termining on peace and war, except in the caſes mention- 
ed in the ſixth article--of ſending and receiving embaſſa- 
dors--entering into treaties and alliances, provided, that nc 
treaty of commerce ſhall be made, whereby the legiſlative 
wer of the reſpective States ſhall be reſtrained from im- 
poſing ſuch impoſts and duties on foreigners, as their own 
people: re ſibjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation 
or importation of auy ſpecies of goods or commodities 
' _whatſoever—of eſtabliſhing rules for deciding, in all cafes 
M hhat captures on land or water ſhall be legal, and in what 
manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the fervice 
of the United Sates ſhall be divided or appropriated —ot 
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Wranting letters of marque and repriſal in time of pence. 
pointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies 
ommitted on the high ſeas, and eſtabliſhing courts tor 
ecciving and determining finally appeals in all caſes of 
aptures 3 provided, that no member f Congreſs ſhall be 
pointed judge of any of thg faid courts, 

The united States in Congreſs aſſembled ſhall alſo be 
Ne laſt reſort on appeal in all diſputes and differences now 
bſiſting, or that hereafter may ariie between two or more 
rates concernivg boundary, juriſdiction, or any other cau!- 
hatever ;z wh-ch »athority mall always be exerciſed in th 
zanner following: — Whenever the legiſlative or execntiv. 
uthority or lawtul agent of au State mn centroverly with 
nother ſhall preſent à petition to Congrels, ſtating b 
atter in gqueition and praying for a hearing, notice there 
{hall be given by order of Congreis to the legiflative o 
xecutive authority of the ather Hate in controver'y, anc 
day aſſigned for the appearance ef the par'ics by their 
wiul agents, waothall then he directed to appoint by join 
nſent commiſſioners or judges to conſtitute a court ſor 
earing and determining the matter in queition ; 401 i: 
ey cannot agree, Congrels ſhall name three pericus out 
each of the United States, and from the lift of luck 
erſons each party ſhall alternately ſtrike on eng, the pe 
tioners beginning, until the number {hall be recuced t 
Irteen 3 and from that number not leis them fever no 
ore than nine names, as Congreſs ſhall direct, hal! it 
e preſence of Coagreſs be drawn out by let; and the 
r{ons whoſe names thall be ſo drawn, or any nv «ft hem. 
all be commiſſioners or judges to hear and finally date 
ine the controverſy, ſo always as a major par ut th 
dges, who ſhail hear the cauſe, ſhall agree in he deter 
mation; and if either par y 1h U neglet ta aticnd at th 
appointed, without ſhowing 1 afons which Cong rei 
all judge ſufficient, or being preſc ar thall retuic o [tyike 
e Congreſs [hall proceed to non nate three prrions Cu 
each vg an 4 the ſecretary of Congres th] rike i 
half of ſuch party abſent or refu/ing ; and the juugmen 
d ſentence of the court to be ap} oinicd in the manme— 
fore preſcribed, hall be final. and concluſive z and itany 
the parties ihall tel ule to lkubauii to the auyliority of luck 


1 | 
eovft” of to appear or defend their claim or cauſe, tl“ 
@iirt- ſha!) nevertheleſs proceed to pronounce ſentence or 
judgment, which ſhall in like manner be final and deciſty -, 
e ſudgement or ſentence and other proceedings being in 
ether caſe tranſmitted to Congreſs, and lodged among the 
acts of Conzrefs for the ſecnfity of the parties concerned; 
Provided, that every commiſſioner, before he fits in jud:-- 
ment, ſhall take an oath, to be adminiſtred by one of be 
judges of the ſupreme or ſuperior court of the Sate where 
the cauſe ſhall be tried, „well and truly to hear and de. 
termine the matter in queſtion, according to the belt ©! 
his judgment, without favour, affetion or hope of reward: 
Provided aſſo, That no State ſhall be deprived of territo- 
ry for the benefit of the United States. | 
All controverzs concerning the private right of ſoil, 
claimed under, Nrent grants of two or more States, 
whoſe juriſclc nens they may reſpect ſuch lands and :he 
States which paſfedluch grants are adjuſted, the ſaid gran 
or either of them being at the ſame time claimed to ha 
originated antecedent to ſuch ſettlement or juriſdiction, 
ſhall, on the petition of eicher party to the congreſs of l 
United States, be finally determined as near asmay be, in 
the fame manner as is before preſcribed for deciding dit 
pore reſpecting territorial juriſdiction between dittercnt 
5tates, x 

Th. United States in Congreſs afſembled ſhall alſo have 
the fole and excluſive right and power of regulating 
alloy and value of coin truck by their own authority. 0! 
by that of the reſpective ſtates— fixing the ſtandard d 
weights and meaſures throughout the Untied States veg. 
ulating the trade and managing all affairs with the ind an 
not members of any of the ſtates; provided, that the le- 
giſlative right of any ſtate within its own limits be not in. 
tringed or violated—-eſtabliſhing and regulating pott-ot- 
fices from one ſtate to another throughout all the U ied 
States, apd exafting ſuch poſtage on the papers pathng 
through the ſame as may be requiſite to defray the exper: 
ſes of the ſaid office—appointing all officers of the land 
forces in the ſer vice of the | nited States, excepting reg. 
mental oficers—appointing all the officers of the naval 


forces, and cominiſſioning all officers whatever in e 
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vice of the United States. —making rules for the gov- 
ment and regulation of the ſaid land and naval forces, 
d directing their operations. | 
The United States in Congress afferabled ſhall have 
thority to appoint a committee to (it in the receſs of 
bngreſs, to be denominated ”'a committee of the States,“ 
d to conſiſt of one delegate from each State, and to ap- 
int ſuch other committees and civil officers as may be 
ceſſary for managing the general affairs of the United 
ates, under their direction- to appoint one of their num- 
to preſide, provided that no perſon be allowed to ſerve 
the office of preſident more than one year in any term 
three years to aſſertain the neceſſary ſums of money 
be raiſed for the ſervice of the United States, and to 
propriate and apply the fame for defraying the public 
penſes to borrow money or ernit bill; on the credit of 
United States tranſmitting every half year to the re- 
ective States an accouat of the ſunis of money ſo borrow- 
or Fnitted—to build and equip 4 nayy—to agree upon 
number of land forces, and to make requifitions trom 
ch State for its quota, in proportion to the number of 
ite inhabitants in ſuch State; which requiſition ſhell be 
ding, and thereupon the legiſlature of each State ſhall 
point the regimental officers, raiſe the men, and clothe, 
and equip them in a ſoldier like manner, at the 
penſe of the United States; and the officers and men fo 
med, armed and equipped, ſhall march to the place 
pointed, and within the time agreed on by the United 
ates in Congreſs afſembled ; But if the United States 
Congreſs affembled ſhall, on conſideration of circum- 
nces, judge proper that any State ſhould not raiſe men 
laould raiſe a ſmaller number than its quota, and that 
other State ſhould raite a greater number af men than 
> quota thereof, fuch extra number {hall be raiſed, of- 
era, cloathed, armed and equiped in the ſame manner 
the quota of ſuch Rate, unleſs the legiſlature of ſuch 
© all judge that ſuch extra number cannot be falely 
parated out of the ſame ; in which caſe they ſhall raiſe, 
cer, clothe, arm and equip as many of ſuch extranum- 
ras they j udge can be ſafely ſpared. And the ollicers 
d men ſo clothed, armed -_ equipped thall march to 
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the place appointed and within the time agreed on by f 
United States in Congreſs aſſembled. _ go 
The United States in Congreſs. aſſembled ſhall v. 
engage in a war nor grant letters of marque and repri:.. 
time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances 
coin monęy nor regulate the value thereof, nor afcer: 
the ſums and ex pences neceſſary for the defence and w 
fare of the United States, or any of them; nor emit |; | 
nor borrow money on the credit of the United States, 1 
appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vel; 
ol war to be built or purchaſed, or the number of las 
ſea forces to be raiſed, nor appoint a commander in c 
of the army or navy, unleſs nine States affeiit to the [fy 
nor ſhalla queition on any other point, except for adjoiu: 
ing from day to day, be determined, unleſs by the „ 
of a majority of the United States in Congreſs affem!!: 
The Congreſs of the United States Shall have power | 
adjourn to any time within the year, and to any pu 
within the United States, ſo that no period of adjou 
ment be for a longer duration than the {pace of fix mot 
and ſhailpublith the journal of their proceedings mon- 
except ſuch parts thereof relating to treaties, ailianc -» ( 
military operations, as in their judgment require ſecr: 
and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each Star: « 
any queſtion ſhall be entered on the journal, when it 
deſired by any delegate ; and the delegates of a Sta: c, 
any of them, at his or their requeſt, ſhall be fur! 
with a tranſcript of the ſaid journal, except ſuch par 
are above excepted, to lay before the legiſlatures ot i 
ſeveral States. N 
Art, X. The committee of the States, or any ni 
of them, ſhall be authoriſed to execute, in the recess 
Congreſs, ſuch of the powers of Congreſs as the Ui: 
States in Congreſs aſſembled by the conſent of nine Stu. 
hall from time to time think expedient to veit them vi 
ſiro vided, that no power be delegated to the ſaid comm 
lee, ſor the exerciſe of Which, by the articles of the c 
iederaticn, the voice cf nine States in the Congress 
the United States aſſembled is requiſite. 
Art. XI. „Canada acceding to this confederati! 
and joining in the meaſures of the United States ſhall 
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nitted into and entitled to all the advantages of this 
on: Put no other colony ſhall be admitted into the 
e unleſs ſuch admiſſion be agreed to by nine States. 
Urt. XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies bor— 
red, and debts contracted by or under the authority 


— 


ongrefs, before the aſſembling of the United States, 


purſuance of the preſent confederation. (hall be deem- 
and conſidered as u charge aguinſt the United States, 
payment and fatisfaRion whereof the ſaid United 
tes and the public faith are hereby ſolemnly pledged. 
Wnt. XIII. Every State ſhajl abide by the determi - 


ons of the United States in Congreſs aflembled on all 


ſions which by this confederation are ſubmitted to 


m. And the artieles of tliis confederacion ſhall be in- 


lably obſerved by every State, and the union ſhall be 
petual z nor ſhall any alteration at a8 y time hereafter 
made in any of them ; unlefs fuch alteration be agreed 
n a Congreſs of the United States, and be afterwards 
firmed by the legiſlatures of every State. 


HESE articles ſhall be propoſed to the Legiſlatures, 
of all the United States, to be conſidered, and if ap- 
proved of by them, they are adviſed to authoriſe 
their delegates to ratify the ſam? in t'12 Congreſfsof 
the United States : Which being done, the fame 
Mall be concluſive. 2 2 
By order of Corgreſs. 5 
HENRY LAWRENS, Preſide nt. 
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„ N ier ON 


OF THE 


"UNITED. STATES. 


E, the People of the United States, in order t: 
forma more perfect union, eſtabliſh juſtice, inſu 
domeſtic tranquility, provide for the commmon defence 


+ man the general welfare, and ſecure the bleſſings « 


iberty to eurſelves and our poſterity, dp ordain and ef 
liſh this conſtitution for the United States of America. 


ARTICLE I.  * 


| 192 SECTION 1. 1 
ALL legiſlative powers herein granted ſhall be veſte 


in a conprels of the United States, which ſhall conſiſt 


Senate and Honſe of Repreſentatives. 


: * $ECT 11. 
1. The Houſe of Repreſentatives ſhall conſiſt of men 


bers choſen every ſecond year by the people of the ſer-r: 


Rates, and the electors in each ſtate ſhall have the qua 


ncations requiſite for electors of the moſt numerous braun 
el rhe ſtate legiſlature, * | 


. - 


2. No perſon ſhall be a Repreſentative who ſhall nf 


have attained to the age of twenty-five years, and Þc: 


ſeven years a citizen of the United States, and who (hi 
not, when elected, be an inhabicant of that ſtate in u 


he 1hzll be choſen. | 


3. Repreſentatives and direct taxes ſhall be apport:« ne 
among the ſeveral fates, which may be included wich 


this Union, according to their reſpective nnmbers, vid 


ſhall be determined by adding to the whole number 
free perſons, including thoſe bound to ſerve for a a 
cf years, and excluding Indians not taxed, 'three-\1ft i154 


all other perſons. The actual enumeration ſhall be mad 


within three years after the firſt meeting of the con2'd 
of the United States, and within every ſubſequent cet 


10. 
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e number of repreſentatives ſhall not exceed one for 
ery- thirty thouſand, but each State ſhall have at leaſt 
e repreſentative ; and until ſuch-enumeration ſhall be 
ade, the State of New-Zampſoire ſhall be intitled to 
doſe three, Maſachuſetts eight, Rhode [land aud Prove 
ce Plantations one, Conneclicut five, New-York fix, News 
erſey” four, Pennſylvania eight, Delaware one, Mary- 


rd fix, Virginia ten, North-Carolina five, South- Carolina 


e and Georgia three. | 
4. When vacancies happen in the repreſentation from 


y State, the executive authority thereof ſhall iſſue + 


rits of election to fill ſuch vacancies. 


5, The Honſe of Repreſentatives ſhall chooſe their 
eaker and other officers ; and {ſhall have the ſole pow- 


impeachment. | ; 

SECT. 11. 
1. The ſenate of the United States ſhall be compoſed 
two ſenators from each ſtate, choſen by the legiſlature 
ereof, for lix years; and each ſenator ſhall have one 
te 


quence of the firſt election, they ſhall be divided asequally 
may be into three claſſes. 
the firſt clafs ſhall be vacated at the expiration of the 


e274 year, of the ſecond claſs at the expiration of the 
urth hear, and of the third claſs at the expiratipn of the 


xth year, ſo that one third may be choſen every ſecond 


ar ; and if vacancies happen by reſignation, or other- 


iſe during the receſs of the legiſlature of any ſtate, the 
ecutive thereof may make temporary appointments un- 


| the next meeting of the legiſlature, which ſtall then 


il ſuch vacancies. 
3. No perſon all he a Senator who ſhall not have 
itained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a 


tizen of the United States, and who ſhall not, when 
Icted, be an inhabitant of that State for which he ſhall- 


choſen, 


4. The Vice Preſi dent of the United States ſhall be 
reſident of the Senate, but ſhall have no vote, unleſs ther 


8 


e cqually divided. . 


ten years, in ſuch manner as they ſhall by law direct. 
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2. Immediately after they ſhall be aſſembled in con- i 


The ſeats of the ſenators 


* > 
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þ ths, f F. The Senate {hall chooſe their other 


el the! nited States 


, ( 21 , e 


officers, 14 
Allo a pre ſi dent pro- tempore, in the abſence of the vice. 
preſident or wil en he ſhall etreiſ the office of prefide1, 

6. The Senate {hall have the {ble power to try all im. 
pachments. When fitting for that purpoſe, thuy hall be 
on oath or affirmation, en the preſident of the Unite! 


' States is tried, the chief juſtice ſhall preſide : And s 


perſon ſhall be convicted without. the concurrence oft 


thirds of the members preſent, 


7. Judgement in cafes of impeachment ſhall not «x 
tend further than to removal from office, and diſqual:. 
cation to hold and enjoy any office of honor, truſt or p. 
fit under the United States ; but the party convicted h. 
neyertheieſs be liable and ſubjeR to indictment, trial, judg. 
ment, and puniſhment, according to law, 


ber. w. 28 
1, The time place and manner ot holding elections fo» 
ſenutort and repreſentatives, ſhall be prefcribed in e 
Rate by the legiflature thereof ; but the congreſs may, 
any time, by law, make or alter ſuch regulations, exc": 
as to the place of chooſing Senators, 
2. The congreſs ſhall aſſemble at leaſt once in every 
ear z and ſuch meeting ſhall be on the firſt Monday 1 
ecember, unleſs they thai by law appcint a different da; 
h 113 | SECT. v. | | : / 
1. Each houſe ſhall be the judge of the elections, e. 


turns, and qualifications of its own merubers; and a me. 


. Jority of each ſha!) conſtitute a quorum to do buſine's ; 


ut a ſmaller number may adjourn from day to day, an 


may be authorized to compel the attendance of abſ-a 


members, in ſuch manner and under ſuch penalties 


each Houſe may provide. | 


2. Each houſe may determine the rules of its proce: 


ings; puniſh its menbers for diſorderly behaviour; and if 
with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member. 


3. Each houſe ſhall keep a journal of its proceedings; 
and, from time to time, public the ſame, excepting ſuch 
parts as may, in their Judgment, require ſecrecy ; and 
the yeas and nays, of the members of either houſe, on 4. 
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na | 
queſtion, ſhall, at the deſire of one-fifth of thoſe prefent 
entered on the journal. [1 
4. Neither Houle, during the ſeſſion of congreſs ſhall 
ichout the confent of the other, adjourn for more than 
rec days, nor to any other place than that in which the 
co bouſes (hall be ſetting. | 

9 SECT. YI. 

1. Theſenators and repreſentatives ſhall receive a com- 
enſation for their lervices, to be aſcertained by law, and 
aid out of the treaſury of the, United »tates. They 
all, in all cafes except treaſon, felony, and breach of the 
eee, be privileged from arreſt, during their atten ſance 
the ſeſſion of their reſpective houſes, and in going to, 
d returning from the ſame; and for any ſpeech or de- 
ate in either houſe, they ſhall not be queſtioned in any 
ther place. 5 

2. No ſenator or repreſentative ſhall, during the time 
or which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office, 
ader the authority of the United States, which {hall have 
een created, or the emoluments of which ſhall have been 
creaſed, during ſuch time: and no perſon holding any 
Mee under the United States, ſhall be a member of either 
Joule, during his continuance in office. 

SECT, viI. 

1, All bills, for railing revenue, ſaill originate in the 
louſe of Repreſentatives : but the Senats ſhall propoſe or 
oncar with amendments, as on other bills. 

2, Every bill, wich hill have paT2d the Honſe of 
Lepreſentatives and the S nate, hall, bofo-n it become a 
law, be preſented to the Pr-!ident of che U, red S.ates, 
r he approve, he ſhall ſign it: bur if not, he ih return 
it, with his objc&ions, to that Houſe in which it {hall have 
originated, who ſhall euter their objections at large on thei 
journal, and proceed to re-confider it. If, after luch re 
conſideration, two thirds of that Houſe ſhall agree to pa! 
the bill, it ſhall be ſent, together with the objections . 
the other Houle, by which it ſhalllikewiſebere-confiderec 
and if approved by two thirds of that Houſe ir ſhall becom 
a law, But, in all ſuch caſes, the votes of both Houſe 
mall be determined hy yeas and nays : and the names c 
theperious Weting 10: and againſt the bill ſhallbecuicred o. 
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mme journal oſ each Houſe reſpectively. If any bill (i: 
not de returned by the the Preſident within ten days (Sus 
days excepted ) after it ſhall have been, preſented to hin 
the ſame ſhall be a law, in like manner as if he had ſigns; 

it, unleſs the Congrefs, by their adjournment, preven 
return ; in which caſe it ſhall not be a law. 

3. Every order, reſolution, or vote, to which the -; 
currenceofthe Senate and Houſd of Repreſentatives ma- 
neceſſary (except on a queſtion of adjournment) ſhall | 

. preſented to the Preſident of the United States; and hz 
" fore the ſame ſhall take eſſect, be approved by him; 
being diſapproved by him, ſhall be repaſſed by two third 
of both Houſes, according to the rules and limitation 
preſeribed in the caſe of a bill. 65 
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SECT, VIII. 


The Congreſs ſhall have power 


1. To lay and collect taxes duties, impoſts and exciic 
to pay the debts and, provided for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United Sates; but all dutch 
impoſts and exciſes ſhall be uniform throughout the C. 
States. 5 | 

2. To borrow money on-the credit of the Unite! 
States. . 

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, an 
mong the ſeveral ſtates, and with the Fadian iribes. 

4. Lo aſtabliſh a uniform rule of naturalization, 2 
uniform laws on the ſubject of bankruptcies, through cul 
the United States. 

"5. To coin money; regulate the value thereof, and 
foreign coin; and fix the ſtandard of weights and ina 
ſures | 

6. To provide for the puniſhment of counterfeitin: ch: 
ſecurities and and current coin of the Uniced States. 

7. To eſtabliſh poſt- offices and poſt- roads. 

8. To promote the progreſs of ſciencè and uſeful ar 
by lecuring for limited times, to authors and inventors, 
the exclufive right to their reſpective writings and 4 

COVCTICS, ME 9 
9. To conſtitute tribunals iuferior to the ſupreme court 


: dds th 6M. 
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10. To define and puniſh piracies and ſelonies commit- 
d on the high teas, and offences againſt the law of na- 
NS. 

11. To deelare war; grant letters ot marque and re- 
i(al ; and make rules. concerning captures on land and 
ater. 

12. To, raiſe and ſupport armies. But no appropri. 
ions of money for that uſe ſhall be for a longer. tern, 
an two Years. _. 

13. To provide and maintain a navy. 

14. | To make rules for tie government and regula- 
n of land and naval forces. 
15. To provide for calling forth the militia, to exe- 


te the laws of the union, £ uppress inſ{urrections and re- 


| invaſions. 
16. To provide for or ganizing, arming, and diſcip- 
ing the militia, and for governing ſuch part of them 
may be employed in the ſervice of the United States: 
cred to the States reſpetively, the appointment of 
2 o!hcers and the authority of training the militia accox- 
g tothe dicipline prelcribed by Congreſs, 
to, To exercile excinfive legillation, in all caſes what- 
ver, over ſuch diſtrict (not re ies ten miles ſquare} 
may by celion of particular States, and the accept- 
ce of Con zreſs, become the ſeat of government of the 
ute] States, and to exerciſe like authority over al 
ces purchaſed by the conſent of the legill rare of the 
ate ianwhich che fame {hill be, for the erection of fort: 
Zaines, arſenals, docx-yards, and other azedful bud 
+ Wu and 


oper for carrying. into execution the foregoing powers. 
d all other powers veited by this con kitution in h 
vernment of the United States, Or ia any departiacu 
vicer chereof, 
SECT. ix. 

bs The nigration or ; ortation Fla n nerfons, 2 
vaf the Sdites now exiitinz, (hull think broper to 40 
„hall not be prohibited by the congreſs, prior to the ve 

8 -ouland eight hundred Ti eight: but a tax or d. 


18. Fo make all laws which ſhall be neceTary a ant f 
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vaſion, the public ſafety may require it. 


F np impoſts or daties on imports or exports, can. 
Jaws ; and the net produce of all duties and impolbs, Laid 


by any State on imports or exports, ſhall be ior the ute 1 


State ſhall, without che conſent of congrets, lay any dus] 


( 26 ) 
may be impoſed on ſuch wins ara dane} not ears ding 7 tot 
dollars for each perſon. 


2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus ＋ ! 
not be ſuſpended, unleſs when, in cates of rebellion o: 


3. No bill of attainder or ex poſt facto POE ſhal 
be paſſed. 

4. No capitation or other direct tax ſhall be laid, 
leſs in proportion to the cenſus or enumeration herein 0 
fore directed to be taken. 

5. No tax or duty thall be aid on articles expor ed 
from any State. No preference {hall be, given by any 
ulation of commerce or revenue, to the ports of one S.. 

over thoſe of another: nor ſhall veſfels bound to or fran 
_ State be obliged to Ora clear, or pay duties in an 

ler. 

6. No money ſhall be nin from the treaſury, bi 
conſequence of appropriations made by law : ande 
ular ſtatement and account of the receipts and expe 
nres of all pnblic wan Hal! be publiſhed from tin.: off 
ne. 

7. No title of nöbility ſhall be granted by the Unite 
States. And no perſon, holding any office of profit «r 
truſt under them, ihall, without the confent of congr-!,, 
accept of any preſent, emolument, office, or title, of a 
kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign State 

SECT. x. 

No State hal enter into any treaty, of alljanc- 
e deg grant letters of marque and repriſal; c 
money; emit bills of credit ; make any thing but 5-1 
and ſilver coin a tender in the paz ment of de bts; f ba 


che obligation of ann o fun any title ile 
No State ſhall without the conſent of con gre „ la 


may be abſolutely neceſſary for executing its intpecl 100 


the treaſury of the United States; and all fuck laws 
be ſubject to the reviſion and contro! of congrels. x 


- 
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tonage, keep troops, or {hips of war, in time of peace, 
ter into any agreement or compact with wW˖othber State, 
with a foreign power, or engage in war, tales actu- 
ly invaded, or in ſuch eminent danger as will net ad- 


lit of delays | 4 
| ARTICLE II. 
p T SECT. Is | | | 
1. The executive power ſhall be veſted in a Preſident 
the United States of America. He ſhall hold his. of- 
ce during the term of four years, and, topether with 
xe Vice-Preſident, choſen for the {ame time, be elected 
s 10110WS.. | | | voy 
2. Each State ſhall appoint, in ſuch manner as the 
egiſlature thereof may direct, a number of eleQors, e- 
nal to the whole. number oi {enators and repreſentatives, 
which the ſtate may be entitled in the congreſs. But no 
ator, or repreſentative, or perſon holding any office of 
uſt or profit, under the United States, hall he appoint» 
d an elector. 


* 


gall not he an in habitant of the ſame State with them 
lyes. Avd they {hail make a lift of all the perſons vo- 
d for, and of the number of votes for each; which 
they ſhall Ggn and certif), and tranſmit ſealed to the 
at of the government of the United State, directed to 
e preſident ef the ſenate, The preſident of the ſenate 
al] in the preſence of the ienate aud houſe of repreſen- 
ves, open all che certificates, and the votes ſhàll then de 
nuted, The perſon having the greateſt number of votes 
all be the preiident, it ſuch number be à majority of the 
Hole nuniber of elcors appeinted; and if there be more 
an one who have ſuch majority, and have an equal 
umber of votes, then the houſe of repieſentatives thall 
anm:diately chooſe by ballot one of them tor preſidents 
if no perſon have a majority, then from the five 
het on the lit, the faid boute tha!l in like manner 
ale the prefident. But in cooling the preſident, | the 
tes thall be taken by States, the repreſentation from each 
tate having one vote; a quorum tor this purpoſe thall 


3. The electors ſhall meet in their reipedixe States 
nd vote by ballot for two perſons, of whom one, at leaſt, 


nit of a member 01 members from two thirds cf the 
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{ 23) 
of the States : and a ma jority of all the States ſhall | 
neceſſary for a choice. Fa every caſe after the choc: 
the prefident, the perſon having the greateſt numbe 
votes of theeleGors, ſhall be vice-prefident. But if ther 
ſhould remain: two or more, who have equal votes, | 
ſenate ſhall chooſe from them, by bollot the vice-preſidert 

4. The congreſs may determine the time of choo; 

the electors, and the day on which they ſhall give the 
votes; which day ſhall be the fame throughout the U 
nited States. | 
Log, No perſon, except a natural born citizen, co cit 
zen of the United States, at the time of the adoption, 
this conſtitution, ſhall eligible to the office of preſiden 
Neither ſhall any perſon be eligible to that office, 
all not have attained to the age of thirty-five years at 
been fourteen years a reſident within the United State, 
6. In caſe of the removal of the prefident from oßße 
or of bis death, reſignation, or inability to diſcharge 
powers and duties "of ſaid office, the ſame thall 4 
on the vice-preſident ; and the congreſs may, by la 
provide for the caſe of removal, death, reſignation, ©: it 
ability, both of the preſident and vice-p en dent, < 
ing what officer ſhall then act as preſident : and ud 
officer ſhall act accordingly, until the difability be rem: 
ed, or a a prefident ſhall be elected. 

% The preſident᷑ ſhall, at Rated times, receive {cr | 
teibes, a comyerſation, which ſhall neither be incre: 
nor diminiſhed, during the pericd for which he Hall ha 
been elected: and he ſhall not receive, within that ga 

any other emolument from the United States cu at 
of them. | 
ad. Beſore he enter on the execution of his office, 
bali take the following oath or affirmation : 

%% I do folemnly ſwear (or affirm) that I will ':! 
fully execute the oſſice cf preſident of the'U {ited 8. 
2nd will, to the beſt of my ability, preſerve, proc 
0 deckend the conſtitution of the L nited States,” 

| SECT. 11. 
1. The orefeetit ſhall be commander in chief 
army and nb vy of the United States, and of the 0 
of the ſcveral States, when called into the actual!“ 


* 


i e 


the United States. He may require the opinion, in 
riting, of the principle officers in each cf the executive 
partmente, upon any ſabject relating to the duties of 
eir reſpective offices ; and he thull have power to graut 
prieves and pardons, for offences againit the United 
ates, except in caſes of 3 impeachment. | 
2. He 11 have power, by and with the advice and 
nient of the ſenate, to make treaties, provided two 
'rds of the ſenators preſent concur ; and he ſhall nomin- 
e, and by and with the advice an conſent of the ſenate, 
all- appoint ambaſſadors, other 0 8 0 miniſters and 
afuls, judges of the ſupreme court, and all cher officers 
the United States, whoſe appointments ar: not herein 
herwite provided ſor, and which ſtall be eſtabliihed by 
, but the congreſs may, by law, veſt the appointment 
ach isſerior officers, as they may chink proper, in the 
eſident alone, in. the courts of law, or id the heads of 
partmeats. 
3˙ The. preſident ſhall have power to fill vp all va- 
acies that may happen, during the receſs of the ſenate, 
granting commifions, Winch ſhall expire at the end. 
heir next ſeſſion. 
SECT, 111. 
He ſal, frum time to time, give to the congreſs infor- 
ation ol the ſtate of the union; and recommend to 
eir conſideration {ſuch meaſures as he {hall judge necet- 
y and expedient, He may, on extraordinary occaſi- 
s, convene both hanſes, or either of them, and, in cafe 
difagreement between them, with reſpe& to the time 
adiaurnment, he raay, adjonra them to ſuch time as he 
U thitix proper. He thait receive ambailadors and o- 
er public miniſters. He ſhall take care that the laws 
faithfully executed and ſhall cotamiſſion all the oif- 
s of the United States, ASIAN. 
| SECT. iv. 
The pres . and allows officers of the 
ited States, ſhall be removed 1rom office, on Mpeach- 
nt for, and convction ci, treaſon, bribery, or other 
u crimes 2 miſdemeanqrs. 
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630) 
; | ARTICLE III. n 
nne enten I 
Ae qdicial ws of the United States Matt be v 
in one ſupreme et urt, and in ſuch inferior courts, 1: 1 
congreſs may, from timę'to time, ordain and eſtab ig. 
The judges, boch of the ſupreme and inferior court... 
hold their offices during good behaviour: and ſh. ll, 
Tted times, receive fœ "their ſervices, a omen ith 
Which fall not be dimimithed during their contin; 
B in office. 2 Ty. 
bY: n SECT. I: 
11014 7. The judicial power thall extend to all caſes, i» |; 
i my and equity, riſing under this conſtitettion, the laws 
| United States, and treaties, made or which ſhall be mz 
under their authority; to all caſes effecting ambeſ.!" 
\ other public miniſters, and conſuls; to all cates of adt 
4 Taity and marine juriſdicton; to controverſies to which! 
| | * the United States ſhall be a party; to controverſ 
.. twieen two or more States, between a State and cc: 1: 
4 of another State, between citizens of different States, 
Ih! . »tween citizens of the ſame State, claiming lands ur. 
b 4 grants of different States, and between a State, 
"7 
$54 


citizens thereof, an: i forei, zu States, eitizens, or ſab;. d. 


. In all caſcs, effecting ambaliladors, other 1 
6). 1 miniſters, and conſuls, and thoſe in which a Sta: 0 
ide a party, the ſupreme court hall have original | jurik 
i 111748 * Un. Im all theother caſes before ment:oned, the fur 
11 00996 court {ſhall have appellate purifuittion, both as to Jaw w 4 
0 - fact, with ſuch exceptions, and under fuch regu: 
Ih as the congrefs ſhall make. 
| {i 3. The trial of all crimes, except in cafes of ima 
| TELE ment, ſhall be by jury; and ſuch trial ſhalt be} eld in 
| | | | rate where the faid crimes {hall have been com 


ut when not commn.ted within any State, the tri! i 
be at ſnch place or places, as dle congreſs may 
7 directed. | 
| SECT, ni. 

* "Treaſon againſt the United States, ſhall con!“ 
17 b in levying war againit chem, or in adhering c © 
enemies, wing them aid aud comfort. No perfect 
be convicted wi treaſon vulels on the teſtimony -* | 
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181% 
itneſſes to the ſame overt act, or on confeſſion in open 
ub. 6, 
2, The: congrefs. an hive power to estas the 
inifhment of treaſon : bur no attainger of treaſon all 
ork corruption of blood; or ſorfeiture, except during the 
Fe of the perſon att minted. 
ARTICLE R 
„ Ane ä 
Full. faith and credit ſhall be given, in each State, to 
public acts, records, and judicial procetdings of every 
ther State. And the congreſs may, by penal law, pre- 
ribe the manner in which ſack acts e and precge- 
ings ſhall be proved, and the effect thereof, . | 
* "SECT, It, _ 
L. The citizens of each State ſhall be thtitled. to all the 
rivileces and immunities of citizens in the ſeveral States. 
1. A perſon charged | in any State with treaſon, fclo- 
v, or other crime, Who ſhall flee from juſtice, and be 
und in another State, ſnhall, on de and of the eXecntive 
ithority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, 
be removed to the State having juriſdiction of the crime. 
3. No perſon, held to ſervice or labour in one State, 
nder the "Jaws thereof, eſcaping into another, ſhall, in 
micquence of any law or regulation therein, be ditchar- 
ed trom ſuch ſervice. or laber; but ſhall be delivered 
p on the claim of the party tw whom ſuch ſexvice or la- 
dur may be due. a ü 
KECT: 413; R F 
1. New States may be admitted by the congreſs into 
je union; but no new State tall be formed or erected 
thin the juriſdiction of any other State, nor any State 
ſormed by the junttion of twoor more States, or parts 
f States, without the conſent of the legiſlatures of che 
tate concerned, às well as of the congrels. 
2. The conprets thall have power to d {i{poſe of, and 
ake all needfül rules and regulations, reſpecling the 
kritory and other property belonging to the United 
tates ; and noching! in this conſtitution ſhall be fo. con- 
med, as fo prejudice any clains ot the VIP Sth 
r any Parficular State. 


Fn na =: 

( 320 

sFr: 1 v. 

1 The United States oh guarantee to every State 
dune mion; are; »ablican form of government; and 
Bs  prote&t esch of hem againſt invaſion, and on appli. 
of the legiſlature, or of the executive {( when the crit 
ture cannot be convened) againſt domeſtic violence. 


ARTICLE v. 


. "The congreſs, whenever two-thirds of both hi] 

ſhall deem it neceffary, ſhall propoſe amendments to 

| conſtitution, or, cn the Af plication of the legilatae: 
two thirds of the ſeveral States, ſhall call a CONverit 

for propoſing amendments, which, in either cafe, [3] 

valid to all intents and purpoſes, as part of this cor 
tion, when ratified by the legiſlatures of en e 
„the States, or by conventions in three-fourtlis there, ; 
the one or the other mode of ratification may be prop, 
| buy the congrels ; provided, that no amendment, \ 
+. may be made prior to the year one thouſand eight. hu 
dred and eight, ſhall in any manner effect the tir't u 
13 fourth clauſes in the ninth ſection of the firſt article ; a 
h that no State, without its conſent, {hall be deprive 


— 


1 its equal ſuTrage in the ſenate. 
iti „ ARTICLE VI. 


| All debts contracted, and egagements entered 

| | hen the adoption of this conſtitution; ſhall he as val 
11:11:18 agamft the United States under this conſtitution as und 
| Wis 4 e confedꝭe ration. 


1104 This conſtitution, and che laws of the Unite 
el which fhall be made in purſuance thereof, an 2 
I treaties made, or which ſhall be made, under the autlict 


ty of the United States, ſhall be the ſupreme law «1 th 
land: and the jud , in every State, ſhall be bound there 


CE diet — — 
© a 


by, any thing in No conſtitution or laws of any States 

te contray notwithſtanding. 

13 3: The ſcnators and repreſentatives before mention 
. ed, and the members of the ſeveral State legiſlatures, and 

„ all executive and judicial officers both of the U 
States and of the ſeveral, States, ſhall be hound by «2! 
; ' affirmation, o ſupport this Kaen but no rc 
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is teſt hal ever be required as a qualification to any 
c or public truſt! wander MY Vnited States. f 


he rati Aon of 4. conventians. of nine State mall 
aflicient for the eſtabliſhment of this conſtitution be» 
en the States ſo ratifying the ſane, 
one in convention by the unanimous conſent of the 
States preſent, the ſeventeenth day of September, | in 
the year of dur lord one ' thouſand ſeven hundred 
and "eighty ſeyen, and of the independance of the 
United States of America the rwelkth, 
In witneſs whereof, Kc. | 
"a EO. WASHINGTON Prevent, 


U 


4 . 


. Hampebire—John Langdon, Nicholas Oban: Ha 
Nat haniel Gorham, Rufus King. Con: 1871 
Vm.“ Samuel Johnson, Roger Sher man. News Torf- 

lezander Hamton. New rey Wm. Livings- 
on, David Brearly, Williarn A Os Jonathan 
Dayton. Pennſylvania—Pevjamir Franklin; Thomas 
Mifflin, « Robert Morris, George Clymer, Thomas 
Fitfimons, Jared Ingerſoll, James Wilſon, Gonvernevr 
Morris. Delaaumre.—gorge Read, s Bed. 
ord, jun. John Dickroſon, - Richard Bäfet, Jacob 
Broom. Moryland—James NM Henry, Daniel of St. 


Thomas ſeniſer, Dapiel Carrol. Virgiria oh 


Mair, James Madiſon, jun. Nertb-Careliia Wiſhach 
Blount, Richard Dos Spaight, Hugh Williamſon, 
8 Puth-Cafolina-= Job” Rutledge, Chafles Coreſwbrth 
Pirckney, Charles Pinckney, P; 

e *r » Abrahara Bal win. 5 

3 Ale, 1 ian Teller See J ; 

144 
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ierce Butler. Ge og. 
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In CONVENTION, Monday, Sept. TX 1 73) 


PR E'$.6 NT 
The States of New- Har ſbire, Maſſachuſetts, Conn, 
Mr. Hamilton from Meru. Jork, News ferry, Penn 
vania; Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caring 
South. Carolina, and Georgia, 


| RESOLVED, 
160 HAT the receding conſtitution be laid before th 
United States in congrefs aſſembled, and tha: iti 
the opinion ofthis conven: on, that it ſhould After v ard de 
ſubmited to a convention _ of dele ates, choſen in 40 
State by the people thereof, unc er the recommends: n 
its legiſlature, for their aſſent and ratification ; and thx 
each convention aſſenting to, and ratifying the an 


Neuld ive notice therevt to the United Ne in C0 


greſs allembled. 

. Refolved, J hat it is the opinion of this convention, hate 
ſoon as the conventions of nine States ſhall have ratific | thi 
conſtitution, the United States in congreſs afle::1bld 


"ould fu a day on which ele@ors ſhould be appointed! 1 


the State which ſhall have ratified the ſame, and a day 
Which the ele tors ſhould aſſemble to vote for the prd 
dent, and the time aud place ſor commencing procee.." 
under this conſtitution. That after ſuch publication. 
electors ſhould be appointed, and the fenators and rep 
Iemanives cleded: That the cleftors ſhould meet on the 
day fixed. 1or the election of the preſident, and (ov 
ti anſinit their votes certified, 2754 ſealed and dit „ 
as the conſtizution requites, to the ſecretary of the Un Nita 
States in congreſs allembled 3: That the Tenators a" 
* eſentives ſuculd convene at the time and place aſſ 50 
1 bat che ſenators ſheuld appoint a preſident of the {« 


ate, for the ſole purpoſe of receiving, opening and cout 
ing the votes for preſident ; and, that zſter he : wy. | 


che len, che congreſs, together with the preſident, i: 
WIIMVut delay proceed to execute this conſtitut ion. 
By the unanimous order cf the convention, 
% GEORGE WAGFLONG LON Preſi: 
ana Fackſen, Secretary, 


( . 5 
1 CONVENTION, September, 7. 1757. 


SIR, 


E have now the honour to ſabmit to the conſid- 
| eration of tlie United States ir congreſs aſſem- 
d, that conſtitution which has appeared to us the moſt 
iſenble. The friends of our country have long ſeen 


aties, that of levying money and regulating commerce, 
1 the correſpondent executive and Jadicial authorities, 
ald de full and effectually veſted in the gencral gov? 
ment of the union; but the impropricty of Jolegating 
hk extenſive truits to one body of men is evident 
ence relults the neceſſity of a different organization. 
It is obvionfly impracticable in the federal gov: "mM 
nt of theſe States, to ſecure all rights of independ int 
eignty to each, and yet provide tor the intereits and 
ey of all Individuals entering into ſociety, malt give 


le of the ſacrifice mult depend as well on ſituation aud 
cumſtance, as on the object to be obtained. It is at all 
nes difficult toy draw with precifion, the line between 
ſe rights which muſt be ſurrendered, and thofe which 

7 be preſerved ; on the preſent occaſion, this difficul - 
vas increaſed by a difference among the ſeveral States 
to cheir fituation, extents, habits, aud particular inter- 


In all our deliberations on this ſubject, we Lind ſteadi- 
in gur view, that which appears to us the greateſt in- 
eſt of every true Americau, the conſolidation of our 


haps our national exiſtence. This important confid- 
tion, ſeriouſſy and deeply impreſſed on our minds, led 
u State in the convention to be leſs rigid on points of 
erior ma gniuude than might have been other wife ex- 
ted; and thus the cooſtitution which we now preſent, . 
1 reſult ot 4 pirit of ainity, and that of mutual det- 

and canceiſion which the peculiarity of our politi- 
ltuatiog reacted me anne N. "Wy. 2 


d deſired, chat the power of m aking war, peace and 


a harr of liberty to preſerve the rest. The magni- 


jon, in which is involved our proſperity, felicity, ſafety,” 


o 
"i" Dd. i > 


age; 
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That it will meet the full and tire Approbation j 
every State is not, perhaps; to be expected; but each w 
doubtlefs conſider, that had her intereſts been ator.« 20 
ſplted, he conſequeaces might have been e di 
agreeable or injurious to others z that it is liable | 
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| 5 exceptions as could reaſonably have been — y 
WW. hope and believe; that it may promote the lating w. H 
1 of that country ſo dear to us all, and fecure hor frec 
1 and happineſs, is "UE moſt ardent” with. 

# With great. esp t, we have the honoar to be, Sir, you 
| 1 Excellency s mot obe dient, aud humble ſervants. 
|| [4 | at RG | 0 ASHING TON Prefideit, 

1 j «By the unvnimons order of the Convention. 
| ' \ *% 

| 1 . His Excellency the Pr. ſident of Congreſs. 

[FI 2 

WM UNITED” STATES. i CONGRESS 4 


3 rn 


SEMBLED, Eriday, September 28, 17 787. 
„ in ; 
| p R E S E v * 


New: Hampſhire, Mn, 11 ts ConnetHient, NA 
; "York; Neu Jerſey, Pennſylvans, Dela ha- Ii 
f | gr1n'a, North Carolina. Soutn-Carolina, & (el 


my and from Ons, Mr. Roz, | 


oh RE35 "OO? esl en the Reber of the 01 
"+ vention lately 2Tembled in Philadelphia. 

| Ne ee unanimou /ly, That the ſaid Report, Wi: 

Wo Rfngon; an8 Lett f aceompanzing the fame, b. (7a 

| med „this ſeveral, Legiſlatures, in order to he ſubi 

be 4 to, 4 Soave ion of, Dele Zates ch en in each State 57 

pPespie thergof, in conformity to the Reſolves of the by 


1 n made nd prov: Jed in that caſe. 
3 CHARLES THOMSON, 5 
WW. 66 | 
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CONGRESS 0 THE UN 2 STATES, 


77 ot be at the Soy of New-Torb, o maladie, the 
1 5 of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-nine. 


e Convention of a number of the States having, at 
be time of thew adopting che Conſtitution, expr elled a 


leſite in order to prevent miſconſtructions, or abuſe of 
its powers, that turther declaratory and reſtriftive 
laytzs thauld be added—and as extending the ground 
f public confidence in the government will belt inſure 
bs beneficent ends of its inſtitution 


| SOLVED, by the ſenate and _houſe of repreſenta- 
4 tives of the United States of America, in congrets 
embled, two-thirds of bath houſes concurringy That 
following Articles be propoſed to the legiſlatures of 
 {everal Rates, as amendments to the conſtitution of 
United. States, all, or any of which articles, when ra- 
cd by: three-fourths of the ſaid legiſlatures, te be valid, 
all interits and purpoſes, as part of the ſaid conſtituti- 
5 viz. 

TIC LS, in een to, and amendment of the con- 
ſtitution of the United States of America, propoſed 
by congreſs, and ratified by the legillatwres of the feve- 
pal ſtates, perſuant wa fifth: article of the original 
onſtitution. 

I. After-abe fir divighterazion, required by the Grſt ar- 
le of the conſlitution, there ſhall be one repreſenta» 
e for every thirty thouſand, until the number ſhall a+ 
unt to one hundred ; after which, the proportion 


4 


il be ſo 2 Lata by congreſs that there ſhall be not 


$ than ohe hundred repreſentatives, acr leſs than one 
re! bang fg Tor every forty thontand perſons, until the 
ber of repreſentatives ſhall amount to two hundred; 
r v bien the proportion ſhall be ſo. regulated, by con- 
ff, 1hat there ſhall not be leis than two hundred repte- 


tatives, nor more than one repreſentative for every 
} We perſons... 
il, 


the © {cnators and repreſentatives, ſhall take eſſect, until 
election of een {ſhall have intervened. 


No law-yaryir g the compenſation for the ſervicen 
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and petition the government for a redreſs. of griev:i 7c 


any houſe, without the conſent of the owner; nor in uin 


| ſearches and ſeizures, ſhall not-be violated ;z and no vn 


| oath or affirmation - and particularly deſcribing the 


or otherwiſe infamous crime, unleſs on a preſentre1t 0 
indictment by a grand jury, except in caſes ariſing t! 
land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in a&u-! f 


nor ſhall private property be taken for public ule, wii 
out juſt compenſation, | i | 


enjoy the right to a ſpeedy and public trial, by an it 


have the aſſiſtance of counſel for his defence. | 


| „„ Fo 8 OR O'S 
III. Congreſs ſhall make no law reſpetting the c 
Iithment of religion, ot prohibiting the free excerci 
thereof, or a bridging the freedom of ſpeech, or © (| 
pPreſs; or the right of the people peaceably to afferny] 


IV. A well regulated militia being neceſſary t« th 
ſecurity of a free ſtate, the right of the people to beg 
and bear arms ſhall not be infringed. 77 


V. No ſoldier ſha!l, in time of peace, be quartered ! 


of war, but in a manner to be preſcribed by law. 


VI. The right of the people to be ſecure in their pr 
ſons, houſes, papers, and effects, againſt vnreaſona\!y 


rants ſhall iſſue; but upon probable cauſe, ſupported 


to be ſearched, and the perſons or things to be ſeized. 
VII. No perſon ſhall be held to aniwer for a cpi 


vice, in time of war, or public danger: nor thall any p- 
ſon be ſubject for the ſame offence to be twice pat in; 
pardy cf life er limb; nor ſhall be compelled in any d 
minal caſe to be witneſs againſt himſelf; nor be deri 
of life, liberty or property, without due proceſs ot un 


_ 


VIII. In all criminal proſecutions, the accuſed fi 


partial jury, of the ſtate and diſtrict, wherein the crit 
ſha!l have been committed; which diſtrict ſhall hr 
been previouſly aſcertained by law; and to be in{-:m: 
of the nature and cauſe of the accuſation ; to bc c 
fronted with the witneſſes againſt him; to have com 
fory proceſs for obtaining witneſſes in his favour ; +! 

IX. In ſuits at common law, where the value in e 
troverſy ſhall exceed twenty dollars, the right of ri 
jury thall be preferred; and no fact tried by a jury, a 


| „„ | 

otherwiſe re- examined in any court of the U. * 
12 according to the rules of common lav. 

X. Exceſſive bail ſhall not be required; nor bebe 

e impoſed; nor cruel and unuſual puniſhmens inflicted: - 
XI. The enumeration, in the conſtitution, of certain 
Hts, ſhall not be conſtrued to deny or difparage others, 
ained by the people. 

XII. The powers, not delegated to the United States, 
the conſtitution, nor prohibited by it to the ſtates, are 
erred to the ſtates reſpectively, or to the people, 


FREDERICK A. MUHLENBERG, — 

Speaker r of the Houſe of R. epreſent. A421 ver. 

JN ADAMs, Feen 8 United 
Kauen, and Pre ref cert of the Scnete. 


— 


Atteſt. 


in BrexLy, Clerk of be Ef ef! Repreſentati ver. 
MUEL A. | Oris, Secretary of the Senate. 


B. By the returns made into the Serretary of 
te's office, it appears that the firſt article of the above 
zendments is agreed to by enly ſeven State 8—the fe- 
d by. only ſour—and therefore theſe are not obli- 
tory, All the remainder, having b:en ratified by 


e Skate © are of equal obligation with the Conftitation . 
if, 


OF 


NEWHAMPSHIRE. 


P ART I. 
BILL OP RIGHTS. 


aer 
A LL men are born equally free and 55 lex 
therefore all governments of right originatcs! 
the people, is founded in content, and. initituted 101 
general good. 

2. All men have l natural, eſſential and irh 
righis - among which are the enjoying and detendirg 
and liberty, acquiring poſſefling and protecting propy 
and in a word, of feekmg and obtaining happinc! 

3. When men enter into a ſtate of fociety, er 
render up ſome of their natural ri zhts id that i 
order to enare the protection of others; and 

ſuch an equtivalent, the turrender is void. | 
4. Among the natural rights, ſome are in 1b 
nature unalienable; be cauſe no equivalent can 
or received for them; Of this kind ae the 4% 
fener. be DO 

5. Every YA has a natural and ure 
right to worſhip God accer ding to the dickates | >t 
,ovwn conſcience and reaton ; and no iubjet tha!} 
moleſted, or reſtrained, in his perſon, liberty, cu 
tor worſhiping God in the manner and alen 2:0 
| een to therdictates of his own conſcience, © 

his religious profeſſion, ſentiments, or per ſuaſion; pi 
ded he doth not diſturb the Public e or diltur“ ol 
in their religit Cus Worihip. 


C I't 


"4M N 2& 41 } Sy . ITY ( 
5 As morality and piety, rightly grounded on evan- 
ical principles, will give the beſt and greateſt ſecurity 


ge of theſe is molt likely to be propagated through 
ociety, by the inſtitution of the public worſhip of the 


zreſore to promote thoſe important purpoſes, the peo- 
e of this ſtate have a right to empower, and do hereby 
ly empower, the legiſlature to authoriſe, from time to 
ic the leveral towns, pariſhes, bodies corporate or re- 
/vus ſocieties, within this ſtate, to make adequate pro- 
fon, at their on expenſe, for the ſupport and mainte- 
nec of public proteſtant teachers of piety, religion and 
orality. N | 4 
Provided no That the ſeveral towns. pa- 
hes, bodies corporate, or religious ſocieties, ſhall at all 
:5 have the excluſive right of electing their own pub- 
teachers, and of contracting with them for their ſup- 


lar religious ſe& or denomination, ſhall ever be com- 
led to pay towards the ſupport of the teacher or teach- 
sat another perſuaſion, ſect or denomination, 


And every denomination of Chriſtians, 1 | 
J 


emſelves quietly, and as good ſubjects of the ſtate, ſha 
equally under the protection of the law: And no ſu- 
dination of any one ſect or denomination to another, 
all ever be eſtabliihed by law. | 
| Ard nothing herein {hall be underſtood to effect any 
mer contracts made for the ſupport of the miniſtry ; 


t all ſuch contracts ſhall remain, and be in the. fame 


ate as if this Conſtitution had not been made. | 

7. The people of this ſtate have the ſole and exclufive 
ght ofgoverning themſelves as a free, ſovereign and in- 
ependent State; and do, and forever hereafter ſhall 
xercile and enjoy every power, juriſdiction and right, per- 


ng thereto, Which is not, or may not hereafter be by 
em expretsly delegated to the United States of Ameri- 


in congreſs aſſembled. 


d. All power reſiding originally in, and being deri- 


= << from che people, al eu and officers of 
| r "+0 2 . » 


overnmeut; and will lay in the hearts of men, the 
onge ſt obligations to due ſubjection; and as the know- - 


city, and of public inſtruction in morality and religion; 


1 * 
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ort and maintenance. And no perſon of any one par- 
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old, or eſtabli à new; gaver N N 


gorcrnment are 4 bundenen Agents, and ot 
umes accountable to them. A 

9. No otfice or place whatſoever: | in governmen:, fl 
be hereditary—the- abilities and integrity; reqiſitc in 4 

not being g tranſiſſible to poſterity or relations. 

to. Government being inſtituted for the comm: : 
nefit, ptoteRion & ſecurity of the whole coramunits, x 


not {or the private intereſt or emolument of any oc :»4 
family, or claſs of men; therefore, Whenever the a 
of government are perrerted. and public liberty mini 
ly endangered, and all other means af redreſs are 

fectual, the people may and ot right ought to form u > 
The doctri::c | 
nonreſiſtance againſt arbitrary power /& ppreſſion i 
ſurd, ſlaviſh, and deſtructive of che gaad and ary ne 
ot manga. 

11. All eleQions ought to be free, and every inhal 
tant ot the Rate „Taving the proper qualtacations, Eu. 
qual right to dQ and be elected into oflice. * 

12. Fvery member of the community has a right 
be protacted by it in the enjoyment of his life, Hbert at 
property: he ig therefore bound to contribute his bat 
in the ex penſo oſ uch protection, and to yield his per 
al ſervice when neceſſary, or an equivalent. But n 21 
of a man's property ſhall be taken from him, or a, lieh 
to public uſes, without his own conſent” or that of then n 
preſentative body of the people. Nor are the inhabi:a: 
of this ſtate controllable by any other laws than those ie 1 
which they, or their re Fanden bod 5 have g n tuel 
conſent. 

13. No nerſon who is rede bett ſernptdous a! aboul 
the liwfiiinefs of bearing arms, ſhall, be compelled ther 
to provided he will pay an equivalent. 

14. Every ſubje cf of this ſtate is entitled to a C 121 
remedy, by baving recourſe to the laws, for AJ} in uis 
be map recciye in his perſon, property, or — ; 5 
obtain right and jtftice freely, without being oÞli; 4 
porchaſe it; completely and withont any dan. a 
prompily and without delay ; conformably to the 
15 No ſubject ſhall he held to anſwer for any © m8 
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Hy and formally deſcribed to him; or becompelledto 8 | 
or furniſh'evidence againſt himſelf. And every ſub- Il 
d Mall have à right to produce all proofs that may be 
voutable to himielf ; to meet the witnedes againſt him 
ce to face ; and to be fully heard in his defence; b W 
m{&1f and chüneil. And no ſubje& thall be arrefted, i 
priſoned, deſpoiled, or deprived of his property, in- 
anities, or privileges, put out of the pretection of the & | 

| 


w, exiled or deprived of his life, liberty, or ettate, but 


the judgement of his peers, or the law of the land. 1 
16. No ſubject ſhall be liable to be tried, after an ac- #1} 
ittal, ox the ſame crime or offence, Nor ſhall the le- 
ſlature make any law that ſhall ſubject any perſon to a 9 | 


pital puniſhment (except for the government of the ar- 
and navy, and the militia in actual ſervice) without 
al by jury. | HEY 1 
17. In criminal proſeemions, the trial of fits, in the 
nity wh-te they happen, is ſo eſſential to the ſecurity 
the life, liberty, and eſtate of the cilizen, that no crime 
offence ought to be tried in any other county than 
win Which it is committed: except in caſes of gene- 
inſurreQion in any particular county when it ſhall ap- 
r to the Judges ct the Superior court, that an impar- 
trial cannot be had in che county where the offence 
be committed, and upon their report, the legiſlature 
unk proper to direct the trial in the nearett county 
Wir ch am impartial trial cau be obtained. | & 
13, All penaſties onght to be proportioned to the na- 
e of the offerice. No wiſe 'Legjlloture: pill affix the 
e ppniſhment to the crimes of theft, forgery and the 
, which they do to thoſe of murder andtreaton; where 
lame undiſtinguiſhing ſeverity is exerted againſt all of- 
es, the people are led to forget the real diſtinction in 
crimes themſelves, and to commit the moſt” flagrant 
has little cornpunction as they do the lighteſt oFeuces ; 
the ſame reaſon a multitude of ſanguinary laws is 
impolitie and unjuſt ; the true deſign of all puniſh- 
5 being to reform not to exterminate mankind. 
3. Every ſubject hath a right to be ſecure from all 
aſonable Rarches and ſeizures ofthis perſon, his houſes 


papers, and all bis pollefions, Therefore, all war» 
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rants to fearch ſuspected places, or arreſt a perſon hre 
amination or trial, in proſecutions for criminal m tte 
are contrary to this right, if che cauſe or foundation g 
them be not previouſly ſupported by oath or afſirmatiot 
and if the order, in a warrant te à Civil officer, to mal 


1 * 
» 


« 
„ 


Twearch in ſuſpected places, or to arreſt one or. more ſup 


ted perſons, or to ſeize their property, be not acconivai 
ed with a ſpecial deſignation of the perſons or objects 
ſearch, arreſt, or ſeigure ; and no warrant onght to | 
pv, but in caſes, and with the formalities, preſcribe 
'by law. 5 1 3 a 
5 5 In all controverſies concerning property, and 
all ſuits between two or more perſons, excępt in cat 
in which it has been heretofore otherwiſe uſed and pra 
tiſed, the parties have a right to a trial by Jury, and tl 
met hod of procedure ſhall be held ſacred, unleſs in ck 
Ariſing on t S and ſuch as relate to marinen 
wages, the legiſlature ſhall think it neceſſary bereaſter 
21. In order to reap the fulleſt advantage of the incl 
mable privilege of the trial by Jury, great care ought! 
be taken that none hut qunlified perſons ſhould Þ: : 
pointed to ſerve ;, and ſuch ought to be fully com en 
©} ted for their travel, time and attendance. | 


22, The LIBERTY OF THE PRESS is effential 
the ſecurity of freedom in a Rate ; it ought therefore 
be inviolably preſerved. Rt 1 
23. Retroſpective laws are highly injurious, opprell 

and unjuſt. No fuch laws therefore ſhould be made, 
ther for the deciſion of civil cauſes, or the puniſhment 


offences. = | 
24. a well regulated militia is the proper, natural 


- 


ſure defence of a ſtate. 


n 55 Standing armies are dangerous to liberts, 
ought not to be raiſed, or kept up without the cone 
5 Ade „„ | 
2856. In all cafes and at all times, the military ou 
be under firit ſubordination to and governed by th 
vil power, „„ 
27. No foldier in time of peace, ſhall be quartered 


ap houſe,'without the conſent of the owner ; and 


150 HS; } | 172 
of war, ſuch quarters ought not to be made but hy 
civil magiltrate, in a manner ordained by che legifla- 


e. Wr | ; | 2 
28. No ſabſidy, charge, tax, impoſt, or duty, ſhall be 
abliſhed, fixed, laid, or leved, under any pretext what- 
ver, without che conſent of the peopꝰ, or of their re- 
eſentatives in the legiſlature, or auth@rity derived from 
RET I: 7 | 

29. The power of ſuſpending the the laws, or the exe- 
tion of themy ought never to be exerciſed but by the. 
flatare, or by authority derived therefrom, tothe er- 
ciled in ſugh particular caſes only as the Legiflature 
all expreſsly provided for. | 

30. The freedom of deliberation, ſpeech an debate 
either houle of the legiſlature, is, fo eſſential to the 
bhts of the people, that it cannot be the foundation of 
y ation, comp aint or proſecution, in any other court 
place whatſoever. _ | | 
31, The legiflature ſhall aſſemble for the redreſs of 
blic grievances, and for making ſuch laws as the pub» 
good may require. | | 7 
32. The people have a right in an orderly and peace- 
le manner to aſſemble and conſult upon the common 
ood, give inſtructions to their repreſentatives, and to re- 
neſt of the legiſlative body, by way of petition or remon- 
rance, redreſs of the wrongs done them, and of the griev- 
bees they ſuffer, IIS | 

33. No magiſtrate or court of law, ſhall demand exceſ- 


e bail or ſuretics, impoſe exceſſive fines, or inflict er 


07 unulal, puniſhments. | 
3:. No perſon can in any caſe be ſubject to lawmar- 
all, or to any pains or penalties by virtuc of that law, 


«cept thoſe employed in the army or the navy, and ex- 


ept the militia, in actual ſervice, but by authority. of the 


gillature. ; WARE 

35. it is eſſential to the preſervation of the rights of e- 
ery individual, his life, liberty, property, and character, 
nat chere be an impartial interpretation of the laws and 
dminiflratien of juitice, It is the right of exery cltizen 
© be tried by juulges as impartial as the lot of humanity 
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admit. It is theretore not only the beſt policy, but 
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givers and magiſtrates, an exact and conſtant obſervan 


for the ſecurity of che rights of the people, that the Jud 
; 8k 5 of the Supreme judicial Court ſhould hold their og 


mitations on account of age, as may be provided by g 


nourable ſalaries aſcertained and eitabliſhed by uid 


ani never for more thag ons year at a time. 


Judicial, ought to be kept as ſeparate from and indepe 
dient of eachother, as the nature of a free governme 
will admit, or as is conſiſtent with that chain of cet 


THE people inhabiting the territory formerly call 
the province of New-Hampſhire, do hereby ſolemnly al 


by the name of the State of New-Hampſhire.. 


R 
1 o 
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long as they bchave well; ſubjeck however to ſuch 
conſtitution of the tate ; and that they ſhonld hav: | 


laws. | . | 

36. Economy being 2 molt eſſential vi tue in all $11 
eſpecially in a young one; no penſion ſhall be granted. hy 
in conſideration of actual ſervices ; and, fuch peut: 
ought to be granted with great caution by the legiſl1:un 


37. In the government of this Rate, the three  efcov 
powers thereof, to wit, the Legiſlative, Execntive ay 


on that binds the whole fabric of the conſtitution i: on 
indiſſoluble boi. 4, of union and amity. 

38. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental prin 
ples of the conſtitution, and a conſtant adherence to ji 
tice, moderation; temperance, induſtry, ſrugality andi 
the ſocial virtues, are indiſpenfibly neceſſary to preien 
the bleſſings of liberty ard good government ; the be 
ple ought therefore to have a particular regard {9 
thoſe principles in the choice of their officers and rcp: 
ſentatives ; And they have a right to require of their lay 


of them, in the formation and execution of the Jaw: u 
teſſary for the good adminiſtration of government. 


FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 


mntually agree with each other, to form themſelves i 
a free ſoyereign.and independent Body-Politic, or Su 


ww ( 47 * | 
GENERAL COURT. 


The Supreme Legiſlative Power, within this ſtate, ſhall 
efted in the ſenate and houſe of repreſertatives, each 
{hich ſhall have a negative on the other. | 

'he ſenate and houſe hall aſſemble every year on the 
Wedneſday of June, and at ſuch other times as they 
zudge neceſſary , and ſhall diſſolve, and be diſſolved 

n days next preceding the ſaid firſt wedneſday of 


e; and ſhall be ſtyled The general court of Nem-Hamp- 


he General Court ſhall forever have full power and 
hority to erect and conſticute Judicatories, aud courts 
ecord, or other courts, to be holden in the name of the 
e, for the hearing, trying and determining all manner 


rimes, offences; pleas, proceſſes, plaints, actions, cauſe 


matters and things whatſoever, arifing er happening 
in this ſtate, or between or concerning perſons inhabi- 
or reſiding, or brought within the ſame ; whether 
lame be criminal or civil, or whether the crimes be 
tal, or not capital, and whether the ſaid pleas be re- 
perſonal, or mixed, and ſor the awarding and iſſuing 
cution thereon. To which courts and judicatories, 
hereby given and granted full power and authority, 
2 time to time/to adminiſter oaths or afirmaticns, for 
better diſcovery of truth in any matter or controverſy 
lepending before them. f „„ 


ov 


And further, full power and authority are hereby gi- 
and granted to the ſaid General Court, from time 
ime to make, ordain and eltabliſh; ali manner of 
pleſome and reaſonable orders, laws, (t atutes, ordirian- 
directions and inſtructions, either with penalties or 
out, ſo as the ſame be not repugnant or contrary to 
conſtitution, as they may judge tor the benchr and 
far of this ſtate, and for the governing and ordering 
reol, and of the ſubjects of the ſame, for the ne- 
ary ſupport and defence of the government thereof; 


* ; ſuch officers excepted, the election and appeint- 
: of whom are hereafter in this form of government 
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0 name and ſettle annually, or provide by fixed laws 
he na ning and ſettling, all civil officers within chis 
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dhe ſame be not repugnant or contrary to the coi! ty 


And upon all eſtates within the ſame; to be iffuc. » 


WE 
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ther wiſe provided for; and to ſet forth the ſev: 0 
15 officers of this ſtate, and the forms of ſuch oaths. co . 


, of, accerding to fuck acts as are, or ſhall be in force vil 


uch afſefiwments may be made with, equality, there 


| Gerea) Court ſhall order. 


cently, except when the welfare of the tate, in the oi 


HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES. 


v - There mall be, in the legiſature of this State, a 10 
- Tentation of the people, annually elected and fc ud 


ties, powers and limits of the ſeveral civil and n 


mations as ſhall be reipedtively adriniftered unto 1 


4.41 


for the execntivn of their ſeveral offices and places, 1, 


on; and alſo to impoſe fines, mul cts, irfipriſonmen:s x 
other puniſhments ; and to impoſe and levy prop onto 
Al and reaſonable aſleſiments, | rates and taxes, upon 
the inhabitants of, and refidents within, the fac 1» 


ditpoſed of by warrant, under the hand of the goven 
of the ſtate for the time being, with the advice and «© 
{ent of the council, for the public fervice, in the n cel 
ry defence and ſupport of the government of thi; ( 
and the protection and prefer vation of the ſubjects he 


in the ſame. 3 

And while the public charges of government or n 
part thereof, ſhall be aſſe ſſed on polls and eftates in 0 
Wanner that has heretofore been practiſed; in orden d 


be à valuation of the eſtates within the State taken 9 
Cnce in every five years at leaſt, and as moch oftner :3! 
8 No men ber of the General Court ſhall take ſecs, i 
covurſel, or a as advocate, in any cauſe before cit 
branch of the legiſlature 3 and upon due proof ther 
Het member {hall forfeit his feat in the legiſlature. 

\ The ccors of the galleries, of each houſe of the lig 
ture, ball be kept open to all perfons, who behave « 


on of either branch, ſhall require ſecrecy. 
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upen principles of equality : And in order that 1 


— 


7 ( 49 ) 9 75 


Tentation may be as equal as circumſtances will ad- 
t every town, pariſh, or place entitled to town privile- 
„ having one hundred and fifty rateable male polls, of 
enty one years of age and apwards, may elect one re- 
ſentative ; if four hundred and fiſty rateable” polls, 
y elect two Repreſentatives 3 and ſo proceeding in 
t proportion, making three hundred ſuch rateable 
Ils the mean increafing number, for every additional 
preſentative. 8 _ 
Such towns, pariſhes, or places, as have leſs than one 


adred and fifty rateable polls, ſhall be clafed by the 


neral court for the purpoſe of chooſing a repreſentative, 
d ſeaſonably notified thereof. And in every claſs for- 
d for the abovementioned purpoſe, the firſt annual 
ting ſhall be held in the town, pariſh, or place where- 
moſt of the rateable polls refides ; and afterwards in 
at which has the next higheſt number; and ſo on an- 


ally by rotation, through the ſeveral towns, parithes or 


accs, forming the diſtri, | 
Whenever any town, pariſh, or place, entitled to town 
wileges as aforeſaid, fhall not have one hundred and 


ing thereof with any other town, parith or place, ve- 
inconvenient, the general court may, upon application 
a majority of the voters in ſuch town, pariſh, or place, 
Ie a writ fox their election and ſending a repreſentative 
the general court. . | 

The members of the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be 
olen, annually in the month of March, and fball be the 
ond branch of the legiſiature. | 

All perfons qualified to vote in the election of ſenators, 
all be intitled to vote within the diſtrict where they 
yell, ia the choice of repreſentatives. Every member 
the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be choſen by ballot ; 
d for two years at leaſt, next preceeding his election, 
i! have been an inhabitant of this tate ; ſhall have an 
ate within the d if rit which ke may be choſen to repre- 
t, of the value of one hundred pounds, one half of 
Pich to be a freehold, whereof he is ſeize 
Wt; ſhall be at the ume of his election an inhabitant 
the town, pariſh, or place he may be choſen to repre- 


ty rateable polls, and be to fituated as to render the 


in nis Own + 


-. — — 2 Av, — bo , 
1 o - 


— — — 
_ : — 
— 


. - 
— — - 
— * _ 2 


. To EOF oe —— 


tr 6. 
Fr 
— — — — — jůj39 — —L— 3 
g s * 
1 


* 
— — 


— — 
ACE GCERIAE. Co BAD 
» — — — — — 
US * 


—— 2 — 


— — 


» © 22 v8 * 
eq * 


IIS 


nmr wr 
hy * 


4 ſent , ſhall be of the proteſtant Os, 


court, 


— * — 
7 22 
— 


* # * 5 
* 
* 


3 ms IE 
— . 


( 50 ) * | 
ion, and ſhall <1 


to repreſent ſuch-town, pariſh or place, immediately © 


| his ceaſing to be qualified as aforefaid. - 


The members of both houſes of the legiſlature fal 
be compenſated for their ſervices. out of the treaſury g 
the ſtate, by a law for that purpoſe ; ſuch members at. 
tending ſeaſonably, and not departing without licenf, 
All intermediate vacancies in the houſe of reprefentati5 
may be filled up from time to time in the ſame mann 
as annual elections are made. 

The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be the grand inguet 
ot the ſtate ; and all impeachments made by them hal 
be heard and tried by the ſenate. | | 

All money bills ſhall. originate in the houſe of repr: 
ſentatives ; but the ſenate may propoſe, or concur wit! 


amendments, as on other bills. 


The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall have power to ad. 
zourn themſelves, but no longer tan two days at 


time. 


A majority of the members of the houſe of repreſen 
tatives ſhall be a quorum for doing buſmeſs; but whe! 
leſs than two thirds of the repreſentatives elected ſhall by 
preſent, the aſſent of two thirds of thoſe members {1:41} be 


necefiary to render their acts and pioceedings valid. 


No member of the houſe of repreſentatives or {-ntz 
ſhall be arreſted or held to bail on mean proce!s, ur 
ing his going to, returning from, or attendance upon {i 


The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall chooſe their ow 


ſpeaker, appoint their own otficers, and ſettle the rules d 
proceedings in their own houſe ; and ſhall be judge ot ti 


returns, elections and qualification of its members, 4 
pointed out in this conſtitation. They thall have avti0 
rity to puniſh by impriſonment, every perſon who ſal 


; be. guilty of, diſreſpe& to the houſe in its preſence, by ar 


diforderly and contemptuous behaviour, or by threaten 
ing or ill treating any of its members; or by obſtructing 
its deliberations ; every perſon guilty of a breach o! 1 
privileges, in making arreſts for debt, or by aſſaulting 
any member during his attendance at any ſeſſion ; in a 
ſaulting or diſturbing any one of its officers in the exc 
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en 
on of any order or procedure of the houſe ; in afſault- 
g any witnefs or other perſon, ordered to attend, by, 
id during his attendance upon the houſe ; or in reſcu— 
g any perfor; arreſted by order of the houſe, knowing 
em to be ſuch. The ſenate, Governor and Council, ſhall 
ave the ſame powers in like caſes: provided, that no 
mrifonment” by either, for any ofence, exceed ten 
ays. ' 7 
The journals of the proceedings, and all public ads of 
bth houſes of the legiſlature, ſhall be printed and pub- 


ſhed immediately after every adjournment or prorogati- 


|; and upon motion made by any oue member, the 
eas and nays upon any queſtion ſhall be entered in the 
nrnals 3' And any member of the fnate or - Houſe ot 
preſentatives, ſhall have a right on motion made at ihe 
e for. that purpoſe, to have his proteſt or diſſent, with 
je reaſons, againſt any vote, reſolve, or bill pailed, ente- 
d on the journal, 


SENATE, 
The ſenate ſhall conſiſt of twelve members, who ſhall 


old their office for one year ſrom the firſt Wedneſday of 
une next enſuing their election. 


And that the ſtate may be equally repreſented in ts 


nate, the legiſlature ſhall, rom time to time, divide the 
ate into twelve diſtricts, as nearly equal as may be with- 
it dividing towns and uncorporated- places; and in 
ating this diviſion, they ſhall govern themſelves by the 
oportion of direct taxes, paid by the ſaid diſtricts, and 
nely make known to the inhabitants of the ſtate the li- 
its of each diſtrict. i 

The freeholders and other inhabitants of each diſtrict, 


lalifed as in this conſtitution is provided, ſhall annually - 


ve in their votes for a ſenator, at ſome meeting holder. 
the month of March. | 

The ſenate ſhall be the Grit branch of the legiſlature ; 
$4 the ſenators ſhall be choſen in the following manner, 
b. every mail inhabitant of each town, and pariſh with 
mn privileges, and places unincorporated, in this ſtate, 
tweuty-one years of age and npwards, excepting pau- 


ys — gas; En” . 
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pers, and perſons excuſed from paying taxes at their 
requeſt, ſhall have a right, at the annual or, other mes 
ings of the inhabitants of the ſaid towns and pari ſues 
be duly warned and holden annually forever inthe mont 
of March, to vote in the town or pariſh wherein he di 
for the ſenator in the diſtrict whereof he is a membe 

Provided nevertheleſs, That no perſon hall be czpah 
of being elected a ſenator, who is not of the prot: 
religion, and ſeized of a freehold eſtate in his own righ 
at the value of two hundred pounds, lying within th 
Rate, who is not of the age of thirty years, and who ſha 
not have been an inhabitant of this tate for ſeven yen 
immediately preceeding his election, and at the tiny 
thereof he ſhall be an inhabitant of the diſtri for whit 
he ſhall be choſen. . | 

And every perſon, qualified as the conſtitution provide 
ſhall be conſidered an inhabitant for the purpoſe ct el: 
ting and being elected into any office or place within ili 
ſtate, in the town pariſh and plantation, where he dd 
eth and hath his home. 

And the inhabitants of plantations and places uninco 
porated, qualified as this conſtitution provides, who a 
or ſhal! be required to aſſeſs taxes upon themſelves ta 
ards the ſupport of government, or ſhall be taxed ben 
tor, ſhall have the ſame privilege of voting for ſer aiot 
in the plantations and places wherein they reſide, 46 U 
inhabitants of the reſpefive towns and par't\:s 4 
foreſaid have. And the meetings of ſuch plantzaiia 
and places for that pnrpoſe ſhall be holden annually | 

e month of March, at ſuch places refpe@ively there 
as the aſſeſſors thereof ſhall direct; which aſſeſſors ha 
have like authority for notifying the electors, collectig 
and returning the votes, as the ſelectmen and toi 
clerks have in their ſeveral towns by the conftitution. 
The meetings for the choice of governor, council, al 
ſenators, ſhall be warned by warrant from the ſeledind 
and governed by a moderator, who ſhall in the prel« 
of the ſelectmen (whoſe duty it ſhall be to attend) in 
pen meeting, receive the votes of all the inhabitants“ 
ſuch towns and pariſhes preſent, and qualified to vote if 
Euators; and ſhall, in faid meetings, in preſence f f 
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e 
id ſelectmen. and of the towa clerk in ſaid meeting, ſort 
d count the ſaid votes, and make a public declaration 
reof, with the name of every perſon voted for, ind 
number of votes foi each perſon ; and the town clerk 
all make a fair record of the ſame at large, in the town 
ok, & ſhall make out a fair atteſt copy thereof, to be by 
m ſeated up and directed to the ſecretary of the ſtate, 
ith a ſuperſcription expreſſing the purport thereof; 
4 the ſaid townclerk ſhall cauſe ſuch atteſt copy to be 
livered to the therifT of the county in which ſich town 
pariſh ſhall lie, thirty days at leaſt before the firit 
edneſday of June or to the ſecretary of ſtate at leaſt 
tenty days before the firit Wedneſday of june; And 
e ſheriff of each county, or his deputy, ſhall deliver all 
cexticates, by him received, into the ſecretary's of- 
e at leaſt twenyy days before the firſt Wedneſday of 
©" : 
And that there may be a due meeting of ſenators on 
e lr Wedneſday of June annually, the governor, and 
najority of the council for the time being, ſhall, as 
n as may be, examine the returned copies of ſuch re- 
rd, and fourteen days before the firit Wedneſday cf 
ne, he ſhall iſſue his ſummons to ſuch perſons as appear 
be choſen ſenators by a majority of votes, to attend 
d take their ſeats on that day. 
Vr vided nevertheleſs, That for the firſt year the ſail 
WT 1r1cd copies ſhall be examined by the preſident, and 
14j0rity-of the council then in office; and the ſaid pre- 
ent ſhall in like manner notify the perſons cleRed; to at- 
ch and take their ſeats accordingly. | 
And in caſe there ſhall not appear to be a ſenator cle#- 
by a majority of votes, for any diſtrict, the deficiency 
be ſapplied in the following manner viz. The mem- 
rs of the houſe of repreſentatives, and ſuch ſenators as 
ll be declared elected, ſhall take the names of the two 
ons having the higheſt number of votes in the diſtrict, 
d out of them ſhall ele, by joint ballot, the ſenator 
nted for ſuch . ditrict ;* and in this manner 
ſuch vacancies ſhall be filled up in every diſtrict af 
Nate and in like manner all vacancies in the ſenate, 
ing by death, removal out of the Rate, or otherwiſe, 
1 
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e 
ſhall be ſupplied as ſoon as may be after ſuch vacaac; 
happen. | | 5 

The ſenate ſhall be final Judges of the elections, ret 
and qualifications of their own members, as pointed oy 
in this conſtitution. * | 

The ſenate ſnall have power to adjourn theraſc! vs 
provided ſach adjournment do not exceed two days a; 
time. | 

Provided never:baleſs, That whenever they ſhall “ 
tbe trial of any impeachment, they may adjourn to 9 
time and place as they may think proper, althboug i ty 
legiſſature be not afſembled on ſuch day, or at ſq 

Ce, 

The ſenate ſhall appoint their prefident and other ch. 
cers, and determine their own rules of proceedings; Any 
not leſs than ſeven members of the ſenate ſhall mate x 
qucrum for doing buſineſs 5 and when leſs than eight { 
nators ſhall be prefent, the afient of five at leaſt, 11:1] 
neceſſary to render their acts and proceedings valid. 

The ſenate ſhall be a court, with full power and a 
thority to hear, try and determine, all impeachrient 
mide by the houſe of repreſentatives againſt any oi: 
or oiticers 01 the ſtate, for bribery, corruption,” mal-praf 
ce or mal-admiuſtration, in office; with full power i 
iſſue ſummons, or compulſory proceſs, for conveniny 
witneſſes before them; But previous to the trial ot an 

ſuch impeackment, tte members of the ſenate ſhall rp 
tively be ſworn truly and impartially to try and determin 
the charge ia queſtion, according te evidence, And en 
ry officer, impeached for bribery, corruption, mul pra 
tices or mal-adminiſtration in office, ſhall be ſerved wi 
an atteſt copy of the impeachment, and order of n 
thereon, with ſuch citation as the ſenate may direct, ſa 
ting forth the time and place of their ſitting to ti the in 
peachment ; which ſervice ſhall be made by the {hen 
orſuch other ſworn officer as the ſenate may appoint, 
laſt fourteen days previous to the time of trial: 
ſuch citation being duly ſerved and returned, the en! 
may proceed in the hearing of the impeachment, git 
the perſon impeached (if he ſhall appear) full liberty © 
producing witneſſes and proofs, and of making lis 6 
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ice, by- himſelf and counſel, and may auto, upon his 
uling or neglefting to appear, hear the proofs in ſup- 
rt of the impeachment, and render judgement thereon, 
nan appearance notwithſtanding ; and ſuch judgment 
have the ſame foree and effect as if the perſon im- 
ched had appeared and pleaded in the trial. Their 
gement, however, ſhall not extend further than remo- 
from office, diſqualification to hold or enjoy any place 
honour, truſt, or profit under this ſtate; but the par- 
o convicted, ſhall nevertheleſs be liable to indictments, 
ording to the laws of the land. 
Whenever the governor ſhall be impeached, the chief 
tice of the ſupreme judicial court ſhall during the trial, 
ſide in the ſenate, but have no vote therein. | 


EXECUTIVE POWER, 
GOVERNOR. 


here ſhall be a Supreme Executive Magiſtrate, who 
l be ſtiled the Governor of the ſtate of New-Harmp- 
e, and whoſe title ſhall be His Zxcellency, 
he governor ſhall be choſen annually in the month of 
rh 3 and the votes for Governor thall be received, 
ed, counted, certified and returned, in the ſame man- 
as the voters for ſenators ; and the ſecretary ſhall lay 
ſame before the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, 
the firſt Wedneſday in June, to be by them examined, 
| in caſe of an election by a majority of votes through 
awe the choice thall be by them declared and pub- 
d. d 

nd the quallifications of cleQors of the Governor ſhall 
the ſame as thoſe for ſenators ; and if no perſon ſhall 
ea majority of votes, the ſenate and houſe of repre- 
atives ſhall hy joint ballot ele& one of the two perſons 
ng the higheſt number of votes, who ſhall be decla- 

70 VernOr. - 


And no perſon ſhall be eligible to this office, unleſs at 


ume of his election he ſhall have been an inhabitant of 


ſtate for ſeven years next preceeding, and unleſs he 
be of the age of thirty years, and unleſs he ſhall at 
lane time have an eſtate of the value of five hundred 
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| FEY one half of which ſhall conſiſt of a freeho!. by 


Proteſtant religion. 


"i on, the governor.with advice of council, ſhall have 


or any other cauſe, whereby dangers may ariſe to l 


ed to the Governor; if he approve, he ſhall ſign it, by 
not, he ſhall return it with his obje&ions, to that Hoy 
in which it ſhall have originated, who ſhall enter 
jections at large on their journal, and proceed to rec: 


it ſhall have been preſented to him, the ſame ſhal! br 
law in like manner as if he had ſigned it, unleſs 11.» l 


| betote the ſame ſhall take effe d, hall be approved by 
or being diſapproved by him, ſhall be re-paſſed by 
ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, according to 


"rules and limitations "PERS? in the: caſe of a bill. 
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own right within this ſtate, and unleſs he ſhall be of f 


In caſes of difagreement between the two houſes wit 
regard to the time or place of adjournment or N 7 


to adjourn or prorogue the general court, not exc: of 
ninety days at any one time, as he may determine t; 
pablic good may require, and he ſhall diſſolve thc ſan 
feven days before the fad firſt Wedneſday of June. 

And in caſe of any infectious diſtemper 1 
the place where the ſaid court at any time is to convey 


health or lives of the members from their attendance, : 
pes may direct the ſeſſion to be holden at {omeg 
er the moſt convenient place within the tate. 


Every bill which ſhall have paſſed both houſes (f 
general court, ſhall, before it becomes a law, be p * 


ſider it; it after ſuch reconſideration, two thirds of t 
houſe ſhall agree to pals the bill, it ſhall be ſent toget) 
with ſuch objections, to the other houſe, by which it ſt 
likewiſe be reconſidered, and if approved by two 1: 
of that houſe, it thall become a law. But in all'fuch! 
ſes the votes of both houſes ſhall be determined hr jt 
and nays, and the names of the perſons voting fu 
gain che bill, ſhall be entered on the journals f 
ouſe reſpectively, If any bill ſhall not be returnel! 
the governor, within five days (Sunday excepted} 


lature, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in u 
caſe it ſhall, not be a law. 
: Eyery refolve ſhall be preſented to the governor, 4 
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riffs, coroners, regiſters of probate, all officers of the 
, and general and field officers of the militia, ſhall 
nominated and appointed by the governor and coun- 
and every ſuch nomination ſhall be made at leaſt three 
s prior to ſuch appointment ; and no appointment 
Il take place, unleſs a majority of the council agree 
eto, The Governor and Council ſhall have a nega- 
on each other, both in the nominations and appoint- 
nts. Every nomination and appointment ſhall be ſign- 
by the governor-and council, and every negative ſhall 
alſo ſigned by the governor or council who made the 


he captains and ſubalterns in the reſpective regiments 
be nominated and recommended by the field officers 
he governor who is to iſſue their commiſſions imme- 
ely on receipt of ſuch recommendation. 

Vhenever the chair of the governor ſhall become va- 
t, by reaſon of his death, abſence ſrom the ſtate or o- 
iſe, the preſident of the ſenate ſhall, during ſuch va- 
cy, have and exerciſe all the power and authorities 
ch, by this conſtitution, tle governor is veſted with, 
n perſonally preſent ; but when the preſident of the 


office in the ſenate: 

he governor, with advice of council, ſhall have full 
er and authority in the receſs of the general court, to 
rogue the ſame from time to time, not exceeding 
ty days in any one receſs of ſaid court; and during 


the two houſes may deſire, and to call it together 
er than the time to which it may be adjourned or 


C 


he governor of this tate for the time being, ſhall be 
mander in chief of the army and navy, and all the 
tary forces of the ſtate, by ſea or land ; and ſhall 
full power by himſelf, or by any chief commander, 
cher officer or officers, from time to time, to train, 
ut, exerciſe and govern the militia aud navy; and 
he ſpecial defence and ſafety of this ſtate, to aſſem- 


3 


l judicial officers, the attorney general, ſolicitors, all 


te ſhall exerciſe the office of governor, he ſhall not hold 


ſeſſion of ſaid court, to adjourn or prorogue it to any 


—_— 


ogued, if the welfare of the itate ſhould require the | 


3 10 „ 
ble in martial array, and put in warlike poſture eg 
ha bitants thereof, and to lead and conduct them, and vg 
them to encounter, repulſe, repel, reſiſt and pere hy 
force of arms, as well hy ſea as by land, within and with 
oat che limits of this ſtate ; and alſo to kill, {:* y, Jefirn 
if neceflary, and conquer by all fitting ways, entern 
and means, all and every ſuch perfon and perſcus 1; 
at any time hereafter, in ahoftile manner, attempt or « 
terpriſe the deſtruction, invaſion, detriment or annoy 


ol this ſtate ; and to uſe and exerciſe over the army an 0 

. navy, and over the militia in actual ſervice, the law in 
5 tial in time of war, invaſion, and alſo in rebellion, deck mi 
j red by the legiſlature to exiſt as occaſion ſhall nec 
2 require; And ſurprize by all ways and means v:..08'0 
4 ver, all and every ſuch perſon or perſons, with their e 
q arms, ammunition, and other goods, as ſhall in a hee 
1 manner invade, or attempt the invading, conquering ne 
1 annoying this ſtate; and in fine, the governor herc>yiM 07 
9 entruſted with all other powers incident to the ofice iF* © 
| captain general and commander in chief and acnzi::!, fic! 
jg be exculed agreeably to the rules and regulations of th 5 
nh. 


| conſtitution and the laws of the land; Provided tit ti 
1 governor ſhall not at any time hereafter, by virtue 9 
power by this conſtitution granted, or hereafter to | 


222 to him by the legiſlature, tranſport any ef e of 
\ abitants of this ſtate, or oblige them to march out! ſta 
4 the limits of the ſame, without their free and vo!u:w* * 
1 conſent,'or che confent of the general court, 1.07 gr by 
; Ire: 


commiſſions for exercifing the law martial in any ci 
| without the advice and conſent of the count], 

4 The power of pardoning offences, except ſuch 2 
ſons may be convicted of before the ſenate by i:©pend 
15 ment of the houſe, ſhall be in the governor, by and vil 
| the advice of the council; but no charter of pardon gra 


. ted by the governor with advice of eouncil before an n 
tion, ſhall avail the party pleading the fame, notwi® by 


4 ſtanding any general or particular expreſſions contamt 


[\ therein, diſcriptive of the offence” or offences intended! 
0 be pardoned. | = * 
4 Neo officer duly commiſſioned to command in the mi er 


tia ſhall be removed from his office, but by the 45-3 


(59 ) 
both houſes to the governor, or by fair trial in court- 
tial, perſuant to the laws of the ſtate for the time 


ng. Kb | ; | ? 
The commanding officers of the regiment ſhall appoint 
ir Adjutants and Quarter-Maſters y the Brigadier, 
ir Brigade-Majors ; the Major-Generals, their Aids; 


captains and ſubalterns, their non-commitlioned offi- 


he diviſion of the militia into brigades, regiments . 
| companies, made in purſuance of the militia laws 
in force, ſhall be confidered as che proper diviſion of 
militia of this tate, until the ſame ſhall be altered by 
nc future law. | 
o monies ſhall be iſſued out of the treaſury of this 
e and diſpoſed of (except ſuch ſums as may be appro- 
ated for the redemption of bills of credit, or treaſur- 
notes, or for the payment of intereſt ariſing thereon) 
by warrant under the hand of the governor for the 
e being, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
neil, for the neceſſary ſupport and defence of this 
e, and for the neceſſary protection and preſervation of 
inhabitants thereof, agreeable to the acts and re{olves 
he general court. n ; 
public boards, the commiſſary- general, all ſuperinten- 
p officers of public magazines and ſtores belonging to 
tate, and all commanding officers of forts and gar- 
1s within the ſame, ſhall once in every three months, 
ally and without requiſition, and at other times when 
red by the governor, deliver to him an account of all 
ds, ſtores,” proviſions, ammunition, cannon, with their 
endages, and all {mall arms with their accoutrements 
of all other public property under their care reſ{pe&- 
3 diſtinguiſhing the quantity and kind of each, as 
ieularly as may be; together with the condition of 
torts and garriſons ; and the commanding officer 
exhibit to the governor, when required by him, true 
act plans of ſuch forts, and of the land and ſea, or 
our or harbours adjacent, | 
be governor and couricil ſhall be compenſated for 
Flervices, from time to time by ſuch grants as the 
ral court ſhall think reaſonable. | 
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Permanent and honourable ſalaries ſhall be eſta. 
by law, for the juſtices of the ſuperior court. 


* WES . 1 
4* \ — 


COUNCIL: 


There ſhall be annually elected by ballot. five connk 
lors, for adviſing the governor in the executive part 
government. The freeholders and other inhabitants! 
each county, qualified to vote for ſenators, ſha!! fon 
time in the month of March, give in their vote for «x 
counſellor ; which votes ſhall be received, ſorted, coun 
ed, certified and returned to the ſecretary's office, in 
ſame manner as the votes for ſenators, to be by the ſc 
tary laid before the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives 
the firſt Wedneſday of June. 5 
And the perſon having a majority of votes © 
county ſhall be conſidered as duly elected a cdu 
but if no þ "fn mall have a majority of votes it at 
county, the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives ſh! tl 
the names of the two perſons who have the highel! n 
ber of votes in each county, and not elected, and on 
thoſe two, ſhall ele& by joint ballot, the counſcllor wat 
ed forTuch county, and the qualifications for couiſ:l 
ſhall be the fame as for ſenators, N 

If any perſon thus choſen a counfellor, ſhall be eled 
governor or member of either branch of the legilatm 
and ſhall accept the truſt ; or if any perſon ele 
counſellor, ſhatl refuſe to accept the office; or in ce | 
the death, or reſignation, or removalot any counſe!!or( 

of the fate ; the governor may ifſue a precept % 
election of a new counſellor in that county whe: e !! 
- vacancy ſhall happen; and the choice ſhall be 1 
ſame manner as before directed: and the govern: i 
have full power and authority to. convene the cou 
from time to time, at his diſcretion 3 and with them 
the majority of them, may & ſhall from time to tun 
a council for ordering and directing the affairs of 
ſtate according to the laws of the land. 
Tue members of the council may be impeaches J 


| . 

ſe and tried by the ſenate, for bribery, corruption, 
practice, or mal-adminiſtration. 8 
The reſolutions and advice of the council ſhall be re- 
ded by the ſecretary in a regitter and figned by all 
members preſent agreeing thereto ; and this record 
y be called for at any time by either houſe of the le- 
lature ; and any member of the council may enter his 
mon contrary to the reſolution of the majority, with 
reaſons for ſuch opinion. 

he Legiſlature may, if the public good ſhall hereafter 
vire it divide the ate into five diſtricts, as nearly 
al as may be, geverning themſelves by the number 
Rateable polls, and proportion of public taxes ; each 
trit'to elect a counſellor ; And in caſe of ſuch divi- 
n, the manner of the choice ſhall be conformable to 
preſent mode of election in counties. 

And whereas the elections appointed to be made by 
s conſtitution on the firit Wedneſday of June annual- 
by the two houſes of the legiſlature, may not be com- 
ted on that day, the faid elections may be adjourned 
m day to day, until the fame be completed; and the 
er of the elections ſhall be as follows; the vacancies 
the ſenate (if any) ſhall be firſt filled up: The gover- 
r ſhall then be elected, provided there ſhall be no choice 
him by the people ; And afterward the two Houſes 
proceed to fill up the vacancy { if any} in the coun- 


- 


CRETARY, TREAS.'RER, COMMISSARY- 
GENERAL, &c. 


be ſecrctary, treaſurer, and commi ſary- General, ſhall 


choten by joint ballot of the ſenators and repreſenta- 
ts afſombled in one room. THE : 
he records of the ſtate ſhall be kept in the office 6f 
lecretary, and he thall attend the governor and Coun 
the ſenate, al. repreſentatives, in perſon or by depu 
as ey MAY requie. | 
de lecretary, of the * ſhall at all times have a de- 


* 1 


practiſed, and the laws of the tate. 


- Siflature.” 


( 6 ) 
puty, tobe by him appointed; for whoſe conduct 
Rce he ſhall be reiponfible: And in caſe of the dend, Mach 
moval, or inability of the ſecretary, his Deputy hace 
erciſe all the duties of the office of ſecretary of this 1 lt 
until another” ſhall be appointed. bake. | Jul 
The tecretary, before he enters upon the buſincſ o- 
office, ſhall give bond with ſufficient ſureties, in a a un 
able ſum, for the ute of the State, for the punGus] ” 0 
formance of his tr uit. ity a 
{ Il be: 
COUNTY TREASURER, &c. ir re; 
h co! 
anot! 


The county treaſurer and regiſters of deeds, | 
elected by the inhabitants of the ſeveral towys in be! 
veral counties in the tate, according to the method 1 


Provided nevertheleſs, The legiſlature ſhall have auth n 
rity to alter the manner of certiſying the votes «nd ; 
mode of electing. thoſe ctacers 3 but not ſo as to dn 
the people of the right they now have of electing the 

And the legiſlature, on the-application ef the mij 
part of the inhabitants of any county, ſhall have zu 
Tity to divide the fame into two diltridts for re:(icr 
deeCcs, if to them it ſhall appear neceflary ; ear); dich 
to elect a regiſter of deeds ; and before they enter up 
the buſineſs of their offices, ſhall be reſpectively (wa 
faithfully to diſcharge the duties thereof, and ha ſen 
rally give bond with fufficient ſureties, in a rea 
ſum, for the uſe of the county, for the punctual pertor 
ance of their reſpective truſt. 


JUDICIARY POWER. 


The tenure that all commiſſioned officers ſhall bare! 
law in their offices, ſhall be expreſſed in their reſpec 
commiſſions—all judicial officers, duly appointed col 


te an) 
ught 
An 
lette 
8e 
teted, 


miſſioned and ſworn, ſhall hold their offices during g e ſha 
behaviour, excepting thoſe concerning whom these! h fixe 
diflerent proviſion made in the conſt itution: {7000076 


ne vertheleßs, the governor, with conſent of counci!, ww Aug 
remove them upon the addreſs of both houſes ot e lp ** © 

| b = any r 
aghy 
is | 
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1 


ach branch of the legiſlature, as the Governor and 


jullices of the ſuperior court, upon important queſti- 

ot law and upon ſolemn occations, 

In order that the people may not fiſt: r from the Jong 
tinuance in place of any jultice ct the Peas, who ſhall 
in diſcharging the important duties of his office with 

10 and fidelity, all commiſſions of juſtices of the peace 

become void at the expiration of five years tron 

ir reipective dates, and upon the expiration of any 

h commiſſion, the ſame may if neeeſſary be rcnewed, 

another perſon appointed, as ſhall moſt conduce to 

well being of the ſtate. 


als from the reſpective judges of probate, ſhall be 
rd and tried by the ſuperior court until the legiflature 
I by law make other proviſion, 5 
The general court are empowered to give to juſtices of 
peace, juriſdiction in civil cauſes, when the damages 
nanded thall not exceed four Pounds, and. title of real 
ue is not concerned ; but with right f appeal to ei- 
r party, to ſome other court, fo that a trial by jury in 
laſt reſort may be had. 
No pefſon ſhall hold the office of judge of any court, 
judge of probate, or ſacriff of any county, aſter he has 
ained the age of ſeventy years. 
Jo judge of any court, or julice of the peace, ſhall act 
an attorney, or be of counſel to any party, or origi- 
e any crvil ſuit, in matters which {hall come or be 
ugh: before him as judge or juſtice of the peace. 
n matters relating to the probate of wills and grant- 
letters bf adminiſtration, ſhall be exerciſed by the 
ges of probate, in ſuch manner as the Jegiſlature have 
ted, or may hereafter direct: and the judges of pro- 
e ſhall hold their courts at ſuch place or places, on 
k fixed days, as the conveniency of the people may 
ure and the legiſlature from time to time appoint, 
o Judge, or gegilter of probate, ſhall be of counſel, 
as advocate, or receive any fees as advocate or counſel 
any probate buſiness witich is pending, or may be 


1 Judge or regitter. 


\ 


inci}, ſhall have authority to require the opinions of 


l cauſes of matriage, divorce and alimony, and alt: 


ughr into any court of probate in the county of which 


a CI 
N 51 we TFT * 4 n : as. , 1 W of 
b 2 4 « 2 & 4 : . a , a ” 2 . ks 415 * 
. - rr We * dh; —.— m ———— . 


= 
x 
7 
* 
; 
N 1 
* 
Tz 
4 UT] 
4 


' 15 
. 2 i N 


. 88 | 
2 CLERKS of COURT. 


[1 The judges of the courts (thoſe of probate exec. 
| | | ſhall appoint their reſpective clerks, te hold their (58M: 
8 during pleaſure : And no ſuch clerk ſhall act a: a: i: 
I torney, or be of couuſel in any cauſe in the court o >- 
| | de is clerk, nor ſhall he draw any writ originating a c afq 
4 action. | HE 
1 — | b tl 
| li Encouragement of Literature, &c- m 
[| 
0 Knowledge and learning, generally diffuſed throy 7 
. a community, being eſſential to the pretervation a 5a 
wo tree government; and ſpreading the opportunities x 5 
a advantages of education through the various parts of E - 
| country, being highly conducive to promote this ent * f 
it ſhall be the duty of the legiſlators, and magiſtrates, 4 

all future periods of this government, to cheriſh the = 

- tereſt of literature and the ſcicnces, and all ſemin: aries a "by 

public ſchools, to encourage private and public inſtity 20 

ons, rewaras and immunities for the promotion ot ap - 
culture, arts, ſciences, commeice, trades, manufadu n 5 

and natural hiſtory of the country; to countenance My 

| mculcate the principles of humanity and general bers 

1 lence, public and private chat ity, induitry and o©con9! "Ta 
| honeſty and punctuality, fincerity, ſobriety, and a e 

| al affections, and generous ſentiments, among the p00 1 
052-458 res i 

© Oaths and Subſcriptions, Excluſion from Offices, Commiſ * 

Writs, Cc. Oc. iſſi 

Any perſon choſen governor, counſellor, ſenator, Hor 

5 repreſentative, military or civil officer, (town offices Mie. 
i cepied) accepting the truſt, ſhall, before they procce cou 

| execute the duties of his office, make and ſubſcribe Mad! 

5 following declaration, viz. | | Ii 
"8 I. A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear, that I will bear mu 
14% true allegiance to the ſtate of New-Hampthire, aud Wh: 
14% ſupport the conſtitution thereof. Ss help me Go. 1h: 
I. A. B. do ſolemnly and fincerely {wear and ara ; 


18% that I will faithfully and impartially diſcharge au 
* tot m all the duties incumbent on me as accord 
[1 to the bet of my abilities, agreeably to the rule: and! 


AF 
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F 
lations of this conllitution, and the laws of the ſtate of” 
-w- Hampthire. Se help me God. 
Any perſon having taken and ſubſcribed the oath of 
legiance, and the fame being liled in the ſecretary's of- 
e, hal not be obliged to take ſaid oath again. 
Provided always; when any perſon choſen or appointed 
aforeſaid; ſhall be of the denomination called Quakers, 
$ {1:1 be ſcrupulous of ſwearing, and ſhall decline tak- 
> the ſaid oaths, ſuch perſon thall take and ſubſcribe 
m omitting the word /wwear, and likewiſe the words 
belþ me God, ſabjoining inſtead thereof, This do un- 
the pains and penalties of peryur . 
And the oaths or affirmations ſhall be taken and ſub- 
bed by the governor, before the preſident of the ſe- 
te, in preſence of both houſes of the legiſlature, and by 
> ſenators and repreſentatives firſt elected under this 
iſtitution, as altered and amended, before tie prefi- 
t of the State, and a majority of the council then in 
ce, and forever afterwards before the governor and 
ncil for the time being; and by all other officers, be- 
e ſuch perſons and in fuch manner as the Legiſlature 
Il from time to time appoint. 
Ikcommiſſions ſhall be in the name of the ſtate of 
v-Hampſhire, ſigned by the governor and atteſted by 
ſecretary, or his deputy , and ſhall have the great jeal 
he tate affixed thereto. 
|! writs iſſuing out of the clerk's office in any of the 
ts of law, ſhail be in the name of the ſtate of New- 
plhire ; ſhall be under the ſeal of the court whence 
' iſſue, and bear teſt of the chief, firſt, or ſenior Jut- 
of the court; but when ſuch juſtice ſhall be intereſt- 
then the writ ſhall bear teſt of ſome other juſtice of 
court to which the ſarne ſhall be returna ble, and be 
ed by the clerk of ſuch court. 
I! indictments, preſentments, and informations, ſhall 
tude, ngainfl the prace and digniiy of the flate. 
he eſtates of ſuch perſons as may deſtroy their own 
E [hall not for that offence be forfeited, but deſcend or 
aid in the ſarne manner as if ſuch perſons had died 
- i atural way. Nor ſhall any article which ſhall ac- 
iy occaſion the —_— of any perſon, be henceforth 
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deemed a deodand, or in any wile forfe#ed on account 
ſuch misſortune. | | 
All the Jaws which have heretofore been adopted, ud 
and approved, in the province, colony, or ſtate of Ne 
Humpthire, and uſually practiſed on in the courts G 
thall remain and be in full force, until altered and gpl. 


ed by the legiſlature; ſuck parts thereof only except: 


as are repugnant to the rights and liberties contained «1 
this conſtitution :; provided that nothing herein contained 


_ when compared with the 234 article in the bill of righis, 


ſhall be conſtrued to effect the laws already made re{pc. 
ing the perſons or eſtates, of abſentees. | 

The privitege and benefit of Habeas Corpus, ſÞa!l be 
enjoyed in this Rate, in the moſt free, eaſy, cheap, expe. 


ditions, and ample manner, and ſhall not be ſuſpende by 
the legiſlature, exc'.pt upon the moſt urgent and preſſing 


occaſions, and fo, a*time not exceeding three months. 

The enacting ſtyle in king axdbatiog acts, ſtatutes, 
and laws, ſhall be-—Be it enadled by the ſenate and houſe if 
repreſentatives, in general court convencd. 

No governor or judge of the ſupreme judicial cont 
Mall hold any office or place under the authority ot is 
ſtate, except ſuch as by this conſtitution they are admit- 
ted to hold, ſaving that the judges of the ſaid court may 
hold the office of juſtice of the peace throughout the (tate; 
nor ſhall they hold any place or office, or receive ary 
pealion or ſallary, from any other ſtate, government, or 
Power, whatever. THE 

No perſon ſhal] be capable of exercifing at the {ain 
time, more than one of the following offices within d 
ſtate, viz, judge of probate, ſheriff, regiſter of deeds ; and 
never more than two offices of profit, which may be ld 


by appointment of the governor, or governor and nn. 
eil, or ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, or ſuper:or 0r 
| inferior courts 3 military office and offices of juſtices al 


the peace excepted. 5 
No perſon holding the office of judge of any court [tt 
cept ſ{pccial judges} lecretary, treaſurer of the ſtate, 4 
torney-general, commiſſary- general, military office 
ceiving pay from the continent or this ſtate (excepting 0 
ticers of the militia, occaſionally called forth on an e. 


G 


icy) Regiſter of deeds, ſtieriff, or officers of the cuſ- 
„ including naval officers, collectors of exciſe. and 
te and continental taxes, hereafter appointedjand not 
ing ſetled their accounts with the reipeRive officers 
th whom it is their duty to ſettle ſuch accounts, mem 
s of congrels, or any perſon holding any office under 
United States, ſhall at the ſame time hold the office 
governor, or have a feat in he ſenate, or houſe of re- 
lentatives, or council; but his being choſen and ap- 
nted to, and accepting the ſame, ſhall operate as a 
gnation of their ſeat in the chair, ſenate, or houſe of 
reſentatives, or council; and the place ſo vacated ſhall 
filled up. No member of the council thall bave a ſeat 
the ſenate or houſe of repreſentatives. 
o perſon ſhall ever be aumitted to hold a ſeat in the 
Nature or any oface of truſt or importance under this 
-7ument, who in the due courſe of law has been con- 
ed of bribery or corruption in obtaining an election or 
pointment. 5 
Wn all caſes where ſums ot money are mentioned in 
| conltitution, the value thereof ſhall be computed in 
er at fi ſhillings and eight pence per ounce. 
To the end that there may be no failure of juſtice, or 
ger to the ftate, by the alterations and amendments 
de in the conſtitution , the general court is hereby 
y authoriſed to fix the time when the alterations and 
ndments ſhall take effect, and make che neceſſary ar- 
gements accordingly. — 
c ſhall be the duty of che ſelectmen and aſſeſſors, of 
leveral towns and places in this ſtate, in warning the 
annual meeting for the choice of ſenators, after the 
ration of ſeven years from the adoption of this con- 
tion as amended, to inſert expreſsly in the warrant, 
purpoſe among the others for the meeting, to wit, to 
the ſenſe of the qualified voters on the ſubject of a re- 
dn of the conſtitution ; and the meeting being warned 
ordingly (and not otherwiſe) the moderator ſhall take 
ſenſe of che qualified voters preſent, as to the neceſſi- 
la reviſion 3 aud a return of the number of votes for 
gainſt ſuch neceſſity, ſhall be made by the Clerk, 
I and directed to the general court, at their chen 
N 5 \ 
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next ſeſſion ; and if it ſhall appear to the es! © 7 
by ſuch return, that the ſenſe of the people of th- { 
has been taken, and that in the opinion of the m. * 
of the qualified voters in the ſtate, preſent and vori 
at ſaid meetings, there is a neceſſity, for a reviſion o 
conſtitution, it ſhall be the duty of the general cout 
call a convention for that purpoſe, otherwiſe the ne 
court ſhall direct the ſenſe of the people to be taker, in, 
then proceed in the manner before mentioned. I= I, 
legates to be choſen in the fame manner, and prop tio, 

7 as the repreſentatives of the general court ; provide 
that no alterations ſhall be made in this conſtitution, 5. 
fore the ſame ſhall be laid before the towns and uninco. 
porated place, and approved by two thirds of the qual. 
fied voters preſent and voting on the ſuhj=&. 

And the ſame method of taking the ſenſe of tho people 
as to a reviſion of the confiiturion; and calling a conven 
tion for that purpoſe, ſhall be obſerved afterwards, at the 
expiration of every ſeven years. 

This form of government {hall be enrolled on ech 
ment, and depoſited i in the ſecretary's, office, and be a par 
of the laws of the land ; and printed copies there {hal 
be prefixed to the books containing the laws of the {tat 


in all future editions thereof. 


in Convention held at Concord, the 6055 day of Selene 
| Anno Domini, 1792. 

HE returns from the ſeveral towns and unin corps. 
rated places, being examined, and it appearing 
that the foregoing bill of rights and form of government 
as amended by the convention, were approved by mort 
than two thirds: of the qualified voters preſent | in the 
meetings, and voting upon the queſtion ; the ſame art 
agreed on and eſtabliſhed by the delegates of the peoplt 
in convention, and declared to be the civil conſtitution d 
the kate of New-Hampſhire. 
| | SAMUEL LIVERMORE, 

Prefident of the Convention, 


Arn, Jony Carrz, Secretary. 


THE 


CNS TIT UTI O:N 


OF 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


CONSTITUTION, or frame of government, agreed 
upon by the D-legates of the People of the Stave of Mafſuchu- 
fetts Bay, in Convention, begun and held at Cambridge, on 
the firſt of September, 1779, and coniinued by adjournments, 
to the ſecond of March, 1780. 


PatamzLle 


HE end of the inYitntion, maintenance, and admin- 
iftration of goy :-1ment is to ſecure the exttence of 

222 . % 2 * . 
e body politic, to protect it, and to fur che individu- 
s, who compole it, wich the power of enjoying, in ſafety 
ud tranquility, their n+tarals rights, and the bleſſings 
lie; and Whenever th-fe great objects are not obtain- 


„ he people have a right to alter the government, and 


take meaſures neceſlary for their {afet y, profperity, and 
ppinets. 


The body politic is formed by a voluntary aſſociation 


individuals. It is a ſocial compact, by which the 
hole people covenants with each citizen, and each citi- 
en with the whole people, that all ſhall be governed by 
rain laws for the common good. It is the duty of the 
ple, therefore, in ſraming a conſtitution of govern- 
ent, to provide for an equitable mode of making laws, 
well as for an impartial interpretation, & a faithful ex-- 
uon of them; that every man may, at all times, find 
lecurity in them. | | 
We, therefore, the people of Maſſachuſetts, acknowl- 
ging, with greatful hearts, the goodneſs of the great 


þi{lator of the univerſe, in affording us, in the courſe of 


> providence, a opportunity, deliberately and peaceably 
out fraud, violence or lurpriſe, of entering into aa 
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( 70 N 
original, explicit, and ſolemn compact with each other; 
and of forming a new conſtitution of civil a 
for ourſelves and poſterity; and devoutly implorin; 
direction in 10 intereſting a deſign, do agree upon, ordaig 
and eftablith, the following declaration of pes 4 al 


frame of government, as the conftitution of the comme 
wealth o 8 


2 | 
PART 1. i 


A Dadareien of Rights, of the Inhabitants of the C6 mm if 
wealth of Mafjachuſetts. | 


Ar. I. All nien are born ſree and equal, and av: : 
certain natural, eſſential, and unalienable rights; am "0 
which may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defend 
ing their lives liberty, that of acquiring, poli.iling 
and protecting property; in fine, that of ſeeking and 05 
| taining their ſfafety and Bap ane s. 
II. It is the right, as well as the duty, of all, ren ns ! 
- ſociety, public h, and at ſlated ſeaſons, to worlhip the p 
preme being, the great creator and preſerver of tl 
verſe. And no ſubject ſhall be hurt, hidleſted, c 07 76 


ſtrained, in his perſon, liberty, or eſtate, for worſh: ii Ive: 

God in the manner and ſeaſon, moſt agreeable to the > 

tates of his own conſcience ; or for his religious pe 101 : 

or ſentiments—provided he doth not diſturb th- both 

Peace, or obſtruct others in their religious worſhip. LV 
III. As the happineſs of a people, and the goo! ori 


and prefervation of civil government, eſſentially d<ycuiſverc 
upon piety, religion, and morality; and as theſe car 0! rea! 

encrally diffuted through a COTNNIUNTTY but by thei 
fficucion of the public worſhip of God, oi public 1. 
tions in piety, religion, and morality: Therefore, 9 
mote their happineſs, and to ſecure the good order & ed 
ſervation of their government, the people of this como 
wealth have a riglt to inveſt their legiſlature with pong 
to authoriſe or require, and the legiſlature ſhall from 1 
to time, authoriſe and require, the ſeveral towns, parili 


C901 


recincts, and other bodies-politic, or religions ſocieties,ts 
ike ſnirable proviſions at their own expenſe, for the in- 
ruction of the public worſhip of God, and for the ſup- 
ort and maintenance of public proteſtant teachers of pi- 

y, religion, and morality, in all cates, where ſuch pro- 
don {hall not be made voluntarily. 

And the people of this commonwealthhave alſo a right 
, and do, inveſt their legiſſature with auchority, to enjoin 
pon all the ſubjects, an attendance upon the inſtructions 
f the public teachers, as aforeſaid, at ſtated times and 
aſons, if there be any, on whoſe inſtru ions they can 

ncientiouſly and conveniently attend. 

Provided, notwithſtanding, that the ſeveral towns par- 
hes, precincts, and other bodies politic, or religious ſo- 
eties, hall, at all times, have the exclufrve right of elect- 
> their public teachers, and of contracting with them, 
their ſupport and maintenance. 

And all monies, paid by the ſubject, to the ſupport of 
pblic worfbip, and of he public teachers aforeſaid, ſhall 
he require it, be uniio:mly applied to the tupport of the 
lic teacher, or teachers, of his own religious ſect or 
nomination, provided there be any, on waoſe inſtructi- 
s he attends 3 otherwiſe it may be paid towards the 
pport of the teacher or teachers, of the pariſh or precinct 

which the faid momie: are raiſed. 

And every denominationof chriſt' ans, demeaning them- 
Ives peaceably, and as good ſubjects of the common- 
th ſhall be equally under the protection of the law; 
no ſubordinatioa of any one ſect or denomination to 
other. ſhall ever be eſtabliſhed by law. = 
IV. The people of this commonwealth have the ſole 
d exclative.right of governing themſelves, as a free, 

ereign, and independent ſtate; and do, and forever 
reafter, ſhall, exerciſe and enjoy every power, juriſdie- 

n, and right, which is not, or may not hereatter, be by 
em expretsly delegated to the United States of Ameri- 
in congifþ /alſembled : 

V. All per reſiding originally in the people, and 
ng derived em them, the everal magiſtrates, and of- 
ers of gaFernment, veſted with authority, whether legiſ- 

Wer 2recunave, or judicial, are the ſubſtitutes and agents 


Ae i times accountable to them. 
LIE} 
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© ſafery, proſperity, and happineſs require it. 


ho (- 72 ) 
| VI. No man, or corporation, er aſſociation of nes 
have any other title, to obtain advantages, or particuly 
and excluſive privileges, diſtinct from thoſe of the com. 
munity, than what ariſes from the contideration of (cry, 


ces, rendered to the public. And this title being in nz 
ture, neither hereditary, nor tranſmiſſible to children, 9 
deſcendants, or relations by Mhgd,—the idea of a m 
__ a magiſtrate, lawgiver, Mcge, is abſurd and unns 
tural. 

VII. Government is inſtituted for the common good; 
for the protection, ſafety, proſperity and happineſs f the 
people 3 and not for the profit, honor or private interch 
of any one man, family or claſs of men. Therefore, th 
people alone have an inconteſtable, unalienable, and i. 
defeaſible right, to inſtitute government; and to reſom 
alter, or totally change the ſ::me, when their prot: Gon 


VIII. tn order to prevent thoſe who are veſted] wit 
authority, from becoming oppreſſors, the people have f 
right, at ſuch periods, and in ſuch manner, as they {hal 
eſtabliſh by their frame of government, to cauſe ther 
public officers to return to private life ; and to fill vp 
cant places, by certain and regular elections ànd appoint 
ments. | 

IX. All elections ought to be free ; and all the in 
bitants of this commonwealth, having ſuch qualification 
as they ſhall eſtabliſh by their frame of gevernmen!, hart 
an equal right to ele officers, and to be elected for pubic 
employments. | 
X. Each individual of the ſociety has a right to be pm 
tected by it in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and prop 
erty, according to the ſtanding laws. He is obliged 
conſequently, to contribute his ſhare to the expeuc 6 
this protection; to give his perſonal ſervice, or ai «(| 
valent when neceſſary. But no part of the property att 

ny individual can, with juſtice, be taken from him or 4 
plied to public uſes, without his own Stent, or that 
the repreſentative hody of the people. In fine, le pd 
ple of the commonwealth are not controbabie by 43 
ther laws, than thoſe, to which their conltitutions! 8 

ſentative body have given their conſent. A ene 


4 $094) | 

t 273 ) | 

l. Every ſe ject ol the commonwealth onght to had 
ertain remedy, by having recourſe to the laws, for all in- 
ies or wrongs, which he may receive, in his perſon, pro- 
ty, or charnCter. He ougat to obtain light and juſtice 
ey, and without being obliged to purchaſe ii — complete - 
and without” any denial promptly and without delay 
orrgably ys l E575 54 31 
XII. No ſubje& ſhall be held to anſwer for any crime 
oN:nce, until the Tame is fully and plainly, ſubſftantially 
d formally; deſcribed to him; or be compelled to accuſe 
furniſh evidence againſt himſelf, And every ſubſecx 
il have @right w produce all ereoſs, that may be favcur- 
e to him ; to meet the-witneſſes againſt bim face to fake ; 
| to be fully heard in his defence,” by himſelf, or his coun - 
at his cleQien, And n fchea fhall be arreſted, im- 
ned, de ſpoiled, or deprived of his property, immunities, 
ri vilages, put out of the pratection of the law, exiles, or 
rived of his life, liberty, or eſtate, but by the judgrient 
bis peers, or che law of the land - 5 
And the lag late re ſhall not make aby law, that ſhalt fub- 
any perfor to © Eepital or infamous puniſhment, (ex- 
ting for the geverament of the army and navy) without 
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by arr.. | 
Lit "hi erimintFerefecutions, the verification of facts, 

the vicinity where they happen, is one of the greateſt ſe- 

ties of the life, liberty, and property of the citizen. 

IV. Every ſubject has a right to be ſecure from all 
eatonable ſearches, and feixnres, of his perſon, his hovſer, 
papers, and"all his poſſeſſions: All warrants, therefore, 

contrary to this right, if the cauſe or foundation of them 
not previeuſly ſupported by oath or affirmation ; and if 
order, in a Warrant, to a civil officer, to make ſearch in 11 
ſulpe ed places; or to arreſt one or more ſuſpected per- 
, or to ſeize their property, be not accompanied With a 
al defignation of the perſons or objects of ſearch, arreſt, 
Fizure, And no warrant ought to be iſſued, but in caſes, 
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with the formalities; vrefcribed by the laws, © 
LV. In all controverſies concerning property, and in all 
betgeen two or more perſons, (exc. pt in caſes, in 
Ih it has heretofore been otherwtie uled and praQiled) 
| „„ BS os Le BL? 
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VI. No man, or corporation, or affociation of ]. 
have any other title, to obtain advantages, or particu), Wii: 
and excluſive privileges, diſtin from thoſe of the com. 
munity, than what ariſes from the contideration of {«:y, 
tes, rendered to the public. And this title being in nz 
ture, neither hereditary, nor tranſmiſſible to children, 9 
deſcendants, or re ations by d. the idea of a may 
one a magiſtrate, zawgiver, ge, is abſurd and unny 
tural. 
VII. Government is inſtituted for the common goed 
for the protection, ſafety, proſperity and happineſs f thy 
people z and not for the profit, honor or private interel 
of any one man, family or claſs of men. Therefore, th 
people alone have an inconteſtable, unalienable, and in. 
defeaſible right, to inſtitute government; and to reform 
alter, or totally change the ſ:me, when their protectioꝶ 
ſafety, proſperity, and happineſs require it. 

VIII. In order to prevent thoſe who are veſted wil 
authority, from becoming oppreſſors, the people have! 
right, at ſuch periods, and in ſuck manner, as they hal 
eſtabliſh by their frame of government, to cauſe the; ;. 
public officers to return to private life ; and to fill vpn 
cant places, by certain and regular elections 4nd app] 
ments. | N | tie: 

IX. All elections ought to be free; and all the ih le 
bitants of this commonwealth, having ſuch qualiſicat 
as they ſhall eſtabliſſi by their frame of gevernment, bp. 
an equal right to ele officers, and to be elected for pub con 
employments. not 
X. Each individual of the ſociety has a right to be erde 
tected by it in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and gf u 
erty, according to the ſtanding laws. He is obiigas: 
conſequently, to contribute his ſhare to the expenſe ns 
this protection; to give his perſonal ſervice, or an u. 
valent when neceſſary. But no part of the property d 
ny individual can, with juſtice, be taken from him or 4 
plied to public uſes, without his own eoaftnt, or that 
the repreſentative hody of the people. In fine, tl: pt 
ple of the commonwealth are not coatroFable by 4)" 
ther laws, than thoſe, to which their conltitutions! rp! 
ſentative body have given their conſent. M +1006 
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l. Every ſub ject ol the commonwealth onght to had 
ertain remedy, by having recourle to the laws, for all in- 
ies or wrongs, which he may receive, in his perſon, pro- 
rty, or chafacter. He ougat'to obtain.vight and juſtice 
ely, and without being obliged to purchaſe i complete - 
and without” any denial—promptly and without delay 
ſormably te the laws. n 1 "6 # 


XII. No ſubject ſhall be held to anſwer for any crime 
6T:nce, until the Tame is fully and plainly, ſubſtantially .- 


d formally; deſcribed to him; or be compelled to accuſe 


furniſh evidence againſt himſelf, And every ſubject 


il have à right w produce all ereoſ;, that may be favour- 
e to him ; to meet the witneſſes againſt him face to fake; 
| to be fully heard in his defence, by himſelf, or bi coun» 
at his election. And ne frbjed mall be arreſted, im- 
ned; deſpoiled, or deprived of his property, immunities, 
privileges, put out of the pratection of the law, exiles, or 
rived of his" life, liberty, or eſtate, but by tbe judgnent 
bis peers, or the law of the land - | 
nd the lag late re ſhall net make aby law, that ſhalt fub · 
any perſon to u Capital or infamous puniſhment, (ex- 
ting for the geverement of the army and navy) without 
r Er 3 
XIII. In criminal profecutions, the verification of facts, 
he vicinity where they happen, is one of the greateſt ſe- 
ities of the life, liberty; and property of the citizen. 
XIV. Every ſubject has à right to be ſecure from all 
eaſonable ſearches, and feizures, of his perſon, his houſer, 
papers, and all his poſſeſſions: All warrants, therefore, 
contrary to this right, if the cauſe or foundation of them 
not previeuſly ſupported by oath or affirmation ; and if 


order, in a Warrant, to a civil officer, to make ſearch in 


ſul pe cted places, or to arreſt one or more ſuſpected per- 
, or to ſeize their property, be not accompanied With a 
al defignation of the perions or objects of fearch, arreſt, 
eure. And no warrant ought to be iſſued, but in caſes, 
with the formalities; vrefcribed by the laws, © | 


LV. In all controverſics concerning property, and in all 


between ty or more perſons, (exc. pt in caſes, in 


* it has heretofore been otherytie uled and pracliſed) 
tp | g A 1 
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3 of — in ftate; it ought not, therefore, 0 


vi A and be governed by it. 


164743 
dhe parties ave. à f 83 i ; aud 
1 of procedure mall be held facred ; Joy; ine 

zrifing.. on the, high ſeas, and. ſuch as relate to mary 
bot the wegiffatnre ſhall hereafter find it gece ſary u 
. 


The liberty of the preſeis effentlal to che fu 


."Drained in this commonwealth. 

XVII. The: people have s right to keep and to bear 
Tor the common defence, And as, in time of peace, 
are dangerous to liberty, they aught not to be manta 
 withayt he conſept of, the legiſlature; ond the wil 
Power thall always be 25 in cn ſuberdination to th 


I. A frequent recurrence to the ſunda menu 
"" raple 12 0 the conſtitution, and a conflant gdlieregce ty 
et piety , ju ice, moderation, temperance, induſtry 7 
gain; are ahſolutely neceCiry to preſerve the 2d. 
of ibatty, "ab to maintyin's free. government. The 
7 - ought conſequently, to have & particular attentien te Alt 
_ + Frincipley; in the choice of their oſſicore and repteſenti 
and they have = zicht te require of their lywgive:s and 
33 an exact and conſtant ebſervancs of chen, 
ormation and execution of all laws neceflary tor theq 
in!ſtration of the commonwealth. | 
7 The peaple have a right, in an orderly and] 
18 manner, to W to conſult upon the Connong 
£ m{tryQion to their repreſentatives; and to requl 
X legiſlative body, by the way ef addreſſes, . e 
. xemonſtrances,, redreſs of the Wrong done them, andd 
rierancez they ſuffer, 
XX. The power of ſuſpending the laws, or the d 
© tion of the luxe, ought never to be exerciſed but by 
- Pilature ; or, by authority derived from it, to be cx 
in ſugh, neee me as the legiſlature ſal of 


A NI.“ 
The freedom of deliberatlun, ſpeech and & 
cho either bowie of the legiſlatufe, is ſo eſſeutial to the! 
of the people, that! it cannat be the foundation of 1y = 
) "ED or proſeeutior ations —— in ay other 
ar place what loc ver. : 
? 


t 1 „ 


redreſs: of grievances, for tot re cg, ſttengthening, 2 


* © 


kt to be eflabliſhed, fixed; laid, of lavied, under 


elentati ves in the legiſlature. 

XIV. Laws, made te paniſh for actions done before 
exiſtence of ſuch laws, and which have not been de- 
| crimes by preceding laws, are unjuſt, opprefitve, and 
liſtent with the fundamental principles of a free go+ 
ment, , 4 


clared guilty of treaſon or felony by the legiflatüre. 
Lor unuſual pupiſhmen:s. 


ne of war, ſuck quarters ongbt not to be mares yu by 
wml magiſtrate, in a manner ordained by the legiſlature, 
XVIII. No perfon can, in any caſe, be ſubjected td 
wrtial, or to any a or pains, by virtue of that 
(except thole employed in the army or navy, and ex- 
the militia in actual fervice) but by authority of the le- 
ure. 

XIX. It is eſſential ta the preſerwation of the rights 
ry individual, his life, liberty, property and character, 
here be an impartial} interpretation of the laws, and 
niſtratior; of Juſtice» It is the right of every citizen to 
d by Judges, as free, impartial, and independent as tht 
humanity wall admit. It is therefore, not only the 
olicy, but for the ſeeurity of the rights of the people, 
every citizen, that the judges of the ſupreme judicial 
ſboavid hold their offices as long as they behave them- 
well; aud that thry ſhould have bhonourable falaries, 
ned and eftabliſued by landing laws. 


good may require. 
ii. No " ſabfidy; charge, tax, impoſt, or duties, 

* Yr eee 
whatſoever, without the conſent of the-pe | le, or „ 


XV. No ſuhje ct ought, in any caſe, or in any time, to 


XVI. No magiſtrate or court of law, ſhall demand 
(ſive bail or lureties, impoſe exceſſive fines, or infliftk 


Rui. In time of peace, no {oldier ought to be quar- 
Lin any houſe, without the conſent of the owner: and 


XII rn 


ming the laws, and for making newlaws, 3s the cbm 
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XXX. In the government of «this common wealth, tþ 
illative department ſhall never exerciſe theextcuti ve u 
judicial powers, or either of them i the executive (1:4)! ny 
exerciſe the legiſlative and judicial powers, or either of they 
the judicial ſnall never exetciſe the legilatiye and cxccutiy 
powers, or either of them: to the end. that it may be ag 
vernment of laws, aud got of men. 


* 
**% 


—_— 194 © 4 4 No, 


X 8 4 
. 


—_ > 


7 1 Fad 
uf : . A 4 


ART 11. 1 * 
bas he ack bd 38> 49 . 
EE FRAME OF dorERNYME NE. 

14 1 5 24 13 4 I. 


. . * 
- „ 
of k S - 


pe . 
22 ca, i ® e 
6 PL 
[TT 1 * 


Ide people, inbabiting the territory, formerly czlled 
Province of Maflachuſetts Bay, do hereby lolemnly and n 
tually agree with each other, to form themſelves into 2 fr 
ſovereign and independent body olitic or ſtate, by che 
of, The commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


» 


CHAPTER IL 
THE LEGISLATIVE POWER. 


SECTION I. 


- 


- Taz GENIAL Cover. 


Arts I. The department of legiſlation ſhall be for 
by two branches, aſenate and houſe of repreſentatives; 
ol which ſtialf have a negative on the other. 

The legiſlative body ſhall aſſemble every year, on che 
Wednelday in May, and at ſuch other times, as they i 
judge neceſſary ; and ſha)l diſſolve and be diflolved, cn! 
day next preceding the ſaid laſt Wedneſday in May 8 
ſhall be ſtyled, The general court of Massacbusetts. 


( 7 


Aires, ſhall become « law, and have force as ſuch, until 
all have been laid before Me governor for his reviſal ;- 
il he, upon ſuch reviſion, approve thereof, he ſhall ſigni- 
is approbation by ſigning the ſame, But if he have any 
Aion to the paſſiug of ſuch bill or reſolve, he {hall return 
ſame, together with his objeQtions thereto, in writing, 
he lenate or houſe of repreſentatives, ia whichfoever the 
he ſhall have originated ; who ſhall enter the objections, 
t donn by the governor, at large, on their records, ane 

\cecd to tender the Taid hill or reſolve. But if, af- 
luch re-conſideration, two-thirds of the faid ſenate or 
ſe of repreſentatives ſhall, notwithftanding the ſaid ob- 
1095, agree to pal? the ſame, it ſhall, together with the. 


© it all be alſo re- conſideted; and if approved by two- 
6s of the members preſent, it ſhall bave the force of a 
But in all fuch caſes the votes of both houſes ſhall be 
raacd by yeas and nays; and the names of the perſons. 


n the public re of the commonwealth, 3 
nd in oder to prevent nnneceſſary delays, if any bill or 
ve ſha l not be c turned by the governor-within five days 
it ſhall have been preſented, tbe ſame ſhall have the 
tol alam, X 1 

UI. The general court ſhall fore ver have full power and 
hority to erect and couſtitut judicataries, and courts of 
rd, or other courts, to be held in the name of the com- 
wealth, for the hearing, trying, and determining of all 
ner of crimes, © fences, pleas, prece ſſes, plaints, ations, 
ters, cauſes, and things wh-tioever, ariſing of happening 
in the commonwealth, or between or concerning perloug 
biting or xeſfiding, or bro't within the lame; whether 
lame ze kriminal or civil, or whether the ſaid crimes be 
tal or Hot capital, and whether the (aid pleas be real, pey- 
lor mixed ; for the awarding and miking out of execu- 
| thereupon 3 to which courts ane judicatories, are here- 
wen and granted full power and authority, from time 
ling, to adminiſter oaths or affirmations, for the better 


brery of truth in any matter in controyerly vr depend): * 


Wem: 


2 


1 . * 
* 


ng for or again the laid bill or reſolve, ſhall be eutered 


1. No. bilhor reſolve, of the ſenate, or houfe of repre- 


&ions, be lent to the other branch of the 8 


: 
: 
| 


. K 
vel counties of this comwonwealth ; to be called by tie 
ſelectmen, and warned in due cpurſe of law, at leaft feen 


days before the firſt Monday in Aprilyfor the purpoſe of e. 
lecting p*rſons. to be ſenatery and cellfſetlors. And at ſuch 
,meetings, every male inhabitant of twenty-one years of 1; 


i. wards, having a freehold eftate, within the common, 


wealth, of the anneal incemc of three poends, or any eſhu 
of the value of fixty pounds, Ball have s right te gire in his 
vote, for the ſenators, for the dyſtri of which he is en in, 
bitant. And to remove all duubts, concerning the word 
* inhabitant,” in th conftievticn, every perſon Malt be con, 
ſidered as an inhabitynt (for the pu | afe leQing nd 
being elected into any office wr place withinghis tate) in 
that town, ditrift, or plaatation where be Gwelleth ar hath 
The ſelectmen of the feverut towns hall prefide xt ſich 
meetings impartially ; and ſhall receive the votes of ail the 


Inhabitants of ſuch towns. preſent and qualified ro »:tc ia 


ſeuators ; and ſhall ſort ane count them in epen town meet. 
"Ing, and in preſence of the town clerk, Sho tna make 4 
fair record, in preſence of thi feisRtmgn, and in op + tows 
meeting, of the name of every perſon voted for, end «f i 
number of votes again his name; and a fair cepy et 
record ſhall be atteſted by the ſelectmen and the tow: cle 
aud ſhall be ſe led ap, dircHed to the ſecretary of the cow 
monwealth fer the time being, with a fiperſcription, expreb 
ing the purport of the contents thereof, and delivered. by th 
town clerk of ſuch town, to. the ſheriff of the county 8 
which {uch town hes, thirty days at leaft, before the la 


Wedneſday in May, annually; or it mall he deliverr+ 118 


= 


5 
5 
* & 
* 


the ſecretary's office, ſeventec / days, at leaſt, he fore the lai 
laß Wedneſday in May; aud the ſheriff of each coun 
ſhall deliver all ſuch certificates, by him received, into th 
ſecretary's office, ſevtuteen days before the fald lat Wa 
neſdlay in May. | | ; | 

Aud the inhabitants of plantations unincorporated (q 


Ved as this conflitution provides) who are or {hal! be cu 
powered aud required to aſleſs taxes upon themſclvcs, 
ward the ſupport of government, ſhall have the : p 


of voting for couulellors and ſenators in the plautatiah 


lege 
? where they relde, as toxn inhabitants have in theis 2e fe 


* „ „ 2 „ we n 


7 - .Y' 
en 


. e 
geuns; and the plantation meetings, ſor that purpoſe“ 
all be held anntalſy of the ſame frft Monday in April, 

ſych place in the plantations reſpe@irely, as the afleſſors 
fereof Fall cireet; which afſeſſors ſhall have like authority 
r notifying the eleQors; colleAtiny and returning the votes, 
el (eleven und town clerks have ih their ſeveral towns, 
this conſtitu tien And alk other perions, living in places 
incorporated (qs d aforeſaid) who Mall be aſſeſſed 
the ſupport of 7 ·ͤͤ́„Wu1 by the afſeffors of an adjacent 
Wn, Wall have the privilege of giving in their votes fur 
püſellers and ſepaters, jut the town where they ſhall be al- 
fed; and be notiked of the place of meeting, by the ſeleC- 
en of the tewn, where. they mall be aſleſſed, for that pur- 


fe dccordingghy. © CY FA e 
III. And” thet there may be a due convention of ſena- 
tz on the aft Wedneſday in Way anr.ually, the governor, 
d five of the council, fr the time being, ſhall, as ſoon 8s 
ay be, examine the returned copies of ſuch records; and 
urteen days before the faid day, he ſhall iNue his ſummons 
lach perlons, as hell appear to be choſen by the majority 
voters, to attend on that day, and take their ſeats accoras 
provided, nevertheteſs, that for the firſt year, the faid . 
turned copies ſhall be examined by the preſident and five 
F the council of the former canſtitutien of government; 
id the faid prefident ſhall, in any like manner, iſſus his 
mmons to the perſon ſo clected, that they mayetake their 
ats vi dforefaide | | Kr © hikes | 
TV. The ſenate ſhall be the ynal judge ef the elections, 
turns and qualifications of their own members, as pointed 
tin the conſtiturton; and ſhall, on the ſaid laft Wedneſ- 
y in May, annvally, determine and declare, who are elect- 
by each diſtrict, to be ſenators by a majority of votes: 

d in cafe there ſhall not appear to be the ſull number of 
hators returned, elected by a majority ef votes for avy diſ- 
ict, the deficiency ſhall be ſupplied” in the folle wing man- 
„ Mz. The members of the houſe of repreſentatives, and 
ch ſenators as ſhall he declared elected, ſhall take the names 
ſoch perſons as ſhall be found to have the higheſt number 
yvetes in luch diſtrict, and not elected, amounting to twice 


wy 


4 . 2 N bs - - 
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p »# 


the number of ſenators wantjog.. if there he.fo.many ragh 
| its 


or otherwile, ſhall be ſuppliei as, ſoon as ay be; after luck 


_ conſtitute a quorum der doing buLneſ3e.. 


- 


„ N 


| n. | ballot, 8. member o 
nators, ſufficient t6 fll up the _vacauciesin ſuch diſtrict; ww, 
in this manner, all ſuch verangies.ſhall.be filled in every dic, 
rift of this Commonwealth,:. and in like manner, all racy, 
cies in the ſenate, ariſing by deaths reqeral aut af the fate, 


tor ; and out of that, hall elec, by 


vacancies fall happen: OS. 

V. Provided, nevertheleſs, that no pet ſon hall be capable 
of being elected as n ſenator, bo. is nat. ſeized in his og 
right vf a. freehold, within this commonwealth, of the value 

three hundred pounds at Traſt, or Nat of perſonal 


eſtate to the value of ſix hundred pounds, at leaſt, or of both, 
to the amount of the ſame ſum; and Sho has not been an 
inhabitant of this commonwealth for the-ſpace of fire yein 
immediately preceding his election, and at the time of hy 
election he ſhall be an inhabitant in the diſlrict for * hich be 
ſhall be cholen. ot 
VI. The ſenate {hall have power toadjourn themſelves, 
vided ſuch adjournments do not exceed twa days at a time, 
VII. The ſenate ſhall chooſe its own preſident, eppoiat 
its. own cfficers, and determine its own rules of proceciingy 
VIII. The ſenate: mall be a court, with full authorig 
to hear and determine all impeachments, made by the Poe Wa: 
of repreſentatives, againſt any officer or. officers, of tlie co ehe 
monwealth, for miſconduct ant maladiminiſteation in heit 
offices. But previous to the trial of every impeachment, the 
members of the ſenate fhall reſpe&ively be.ſworn, truly and 
impartially to try and dętermire the charge in queſtion, ate, 
2 to evidence. Their judgmeut, however, ſhall nat 
extend further than ta removal from. office, and di ſquelifict a 
tion to bold er enjoy any place of honour or profit, undet ret 
this commonwealth « but the party ſo convicted, ſhall be, 
nevertheleſa, liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and puts 
iſhment, according to the laws of the . | 
IX. Not lets than fixtoen members. of the, ſenate ſhall 


4 1 c MA PT ER L. ” | 6 
60 Irc rren III. 
be OF NEPRESENTATIFES. _ 


Art. J. There ſhalb be in the Togiſtatuve this common- 
vealthg a repreſentation of the pe aunually dle ed, und 
gunded upon the principle of equality . . 

I. And in erder te provide ſar à repyeſentation of the 
citizens of this commonwealth, ſoundad on the principle of 
equality, every corporate tows, containing one hundred and 
ifty rateable polls ay cle one repreſentati ve eve ry cor- 


porate town, centaining three hundred and ſeventy-five rate 


able polls, way cle rwe repreſentztives very corporate 
town, containing fix kurgrce rateable polls, may select Three 
repreſentativet—and proceeding in that magner, maki 
tus hundred and twenty-five rateablepolls the meats increas 
ing number, for every additional repreſentative t=— 
Provided nevertheleſs, that each town now incerpe 8 
jet ha wia one hundred: and fiſty rateable polls, may alect 
fepreſentetive. But no place ſhall hereafter be incorpo- 
med with the privilege of electing a repretemativeyuniefs 
there are, within the one hundred and afty'rateable 
olle. | mk | 
and the bouſd of repreſeutatives fhall have power, 
ume to time, to impoſe fince upon ſuch towus, as hall neg- 
e to chaoſe and returo members to the ſuns agreeably to 
this cenſtitution, | > 


Tho expenles of travellivg to the general wſſembly, and 


returning homey once in every ſc H,n and no more, ſhall be 


aid by the government, out of the public trea ſury, to every 


member who mall attend as feafonably asche - can, in the 
ladgment of the havir, and does not depart without leave. 

III. Kvery member of the houſe of repreſentatives Mall 
de choſen by written votes; and for one your at leaft, next 
receding his election, {ſhall have beun zu inhabitant of, and 
bave been ſeized, in his own right of a freehold of thewatue 
Mone hundred pounds, within the town he ſhall be choſen 
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* reprelent, or any rateable hate; to the value oft. 
dred pounds; and he ſhall. N to. reprelent the ſaid u 
. #1 bis ceaſing to be qualified as afore fu 
IV. Every male petſon (being twenty-one year: eg 
** refident in any particular town in this common #ealt 
For the ſpace of ons year next preceging) having = eich 
eſtate within the Carte: own, of the antrual income of the 
pounds, or any eſtate of the value of f Ixty pounds, ſhall * 
24 right t6-wote in the choice of a Wien ener, or repreſey 
ativee, ſor the ſaid town 
V. The members * boiſe: of repreſentatives tha 
choſen annually, in tha montht May, ten days, +: leaky 
*., fore-theaſt Wedneſday of that month. 
VI. Tbe hauſe of reprefentatives ſhall be the g and 
5 ee i comme wealth; and all impeachmcuss, rand 
. +» by them, ſhali be heard and tried by the ſenate. 
„„ VII. All money bills. ſhall originate in the houfe of x 
2 -preſentatives :;. but the ſenate may ris at or concur yil 
; anjendments, as on other bills. 
| VIII. The houſe of repjefuntatives alt have powerl 
4 jour thetyſclyes; ahn B mall oke 
Tee two days at a Time. 7 hh 
IX. Not leſs than ſixty ak of thevhoute of reph 
--Fentatives hall conſtitu te 4 quorum for doing bufin-':.” 
EX. The bhouſe of repreſentatives ſhall be the | ic 10 ; 
the returny, elections, and quahfications of itwowr: ic mb! 
nas pointed out in the conſtitution ; ſhall chooſe : & 
-  Fpraker ; appoint their own-officers, and ſettle their nt 
and orders of proceeding; in their own toutes”. 1 fd 
| have authority ta phni ſu, by impriſonment, every pe rlon {i 
' a member) who ſhall be guilty of ̃diſreſpect to the ue 
any Aiforderly-or eqn temprugas (betrrayiour ivits protent 
8 {Ia Who, in the town here the generah court is irt, 
uring the time off its firtug,' ſhall threaten harm to the 
* dy or eſtate of any of its members, for aay thing Vaud or 4 
in the houſe z or Who thill afſauit any of the in there 
Who ſalt aſſault, or arvelt any witneſs, or other per. 0 
dered to attend the hovſey in his way in going, or re r 
or e ſhall N any ep n ve by the andes 10 
+: aig er f 
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And ne member of the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall 


arreſted or beld to bail on meſne proceſs, during his 


zog unto; returning from, or his attending the general 
— 4 Dre ; Nr. r bum The 4 n 

f L. Tbe ſenate. ſhall have the fame powers in the like 
ſes ; and. the governor and council ſhall have the ſame 
thority., to puniſh in like caſes z—provided that no im- 
fonment, on the warrant or order of the governor, coun- 
ſenate, or hauſe of repreſentatives, for either of the 


: 


we deſcribed offences, be for a term exceeding thirty 
0 n 5 1 , | 11 5 1 
Aud the; ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives may try, 
4 determine, all caſes where their rights and privileges 
concerned, and which by the conſtitution, they have 
thority to try and determine, by committees of their on 
1 or in ſuch other way as they may reſpectively 
Z n en 


HAP. 1h 
| EXECUTIFE POWER. 


$ECTION 1. 
GOVERNOR. 


Art. I. There ſhall be a ſupreme executive magiſtrate, 
bo ſhall be ſtyled, the governor of the Commonwealth 
Mafachuſetts; and whoſe title ſhall be, His Excellency. 
It The governor Mall be choſen annually: and no 
ſon ſhall' be eligible to this office, unleſs, at the time of 
electlon, he ſhall have been an inhabitant of this Cam- 
wealth, for ſeven years next preceding; and unleſs he 
I at the ſame time, be ſeized, in his own right, of a 
mold within the commor wealth, of e of one 
uſand pounds; and unle ls he ſhall declare himſelf to be 
the chriſtian religion. SOOT e SIPs, 
III. Thoſe perfons, who ſhall be qualified to vote for 


ors and repreſentatives, within the ſeveral towns of 
Commonwealth, ſhall at a meeting, +6 be called for that 


ole, on the firſt Monday. of April agjually,. give in 
TU GRID K 0 | | 


% 


8 „„ 
their votes for a governor, to the ſelectmen, who Hall; 
ſide at ſuch meetings ; and the towh-clerk, in the preſeg 
and with the aſſiſtance of the ſeleckmen, ſhall, in * 
town- meeting, ſort and count the votes, and form a lite 
"the perſons voted for, with the number of votes for ex 
"perſon, againſt his name; and ſhall make a fair recorl 
the ſame in the town- books, and a public declaration the 
of in the ſaid meeting; and fhall, in the preſence of 
inhabitants, ſeal up copies of the Taid liſt, atteſted by f 
and the: ſeloftmen, av þ tranſmit the ſame to the (he 
ef the county, thirty days at leaſt before the laſt M 
neſday in May; and the ſheriff ſhall tranfmitthe ſame; 
the ſecretary's office, ſeventeen days atleaſt before the 
laſt Wedneſday in May; or the ſclectmen may caukn 
turns of the ſame to be made to the office of the ſecret 
of the Commonwealth, ſeventcen days at leaſt befored 
fuld day; and the ſecretary fhall lay the ſame - before 
fenate, and the houſe of repreſentatives, on the laſt We 
neſday in May, to be by them examined: and in cat 
an election, by a majority of all the votes returned, 
choice ſhall be by them declared and publiſhed. But 
wo perſon {hall have a majerity of votes, the hou of 
preſentatives ſhall, by ballot, elec' two out of four perk 
who had the bigheſt number of votes, if ſo many ſnall h 
been voted for; but if otherwiſe, out of the number wi 
tor; and make return to the jenate, of the two perſon 
elected; on Which the ſenate ſhall proceed, by ball 


* 


eleck one, who ſhalÞ be declared governor-. 9 
IV. The gayervor ſhall have authority, from tint 
time, at his diſctetiop, to aſſemble and call together 
counſellors of this Commonwealth for the time being; 
. the governor,.with the. ſaid counſellors, or five of thi 
leaſt, ſhall, and may; from time to time, hold and he 
., coupcil, for the ordering and direckliog the 2itairs 0 
Commonwealth, agreeably to the conſtitution, ar the 
of the land. | 


V. . The governor, with advice of council, Cal 
Tull power and authority, during the ſeſſion of e g 
Court, to adjourn or prorogue the ſame, to any i 
two bcuſes ſhall delire ; and to diſſalve the 1 ne, 
day next proceding the laſt Wedac{dap in May ; 4 


| Ee #5. WW 
receſs ofthe ſaid court, to prorogue the fame, from 
e to time, not exceeding ninety days in any one receſs 3 
dto call it together ſooner than the time to which it may 
adjourned or prorogued, if the welfare of the Commmon- 
alth ſhall require the ſame. And in cale of any infec- 
jus diſtemper prevailing in the place, where the Cid court 
next at any time to onvene, or any other chaſe happen- 
g. whereby danger may arife to the health or lives of the 
embers from their attendance, be may direct the ſeſſion 
be held at ſome other the moſt convenient place within 
je ſtate. | q | 
And the governor ſhall diſſolve che Taid general court, 
the day next preceding the laſt Wedneſday in May. 
VI. In caſes of diſagreement between the two houſes, 


uncil, mall have a right to adjourn or prorogue the g 

al court, not exceeding ninety days, as he ſhall determine 
e public good ſhall! require. 8 

VII. The governor of this Commonwealth, far the 
me being, mall be the commander in chief af the army 
hd navy, and of all the military forces of the Stete, hy fea 
d lend; and ſhall have full power, by himfclf, or by any 
mmander, or other officer or cfhcers, from time to time, 
train, inſtruct, exerciſe and govern the militia and navy; 
bs for the ſpecial defence and ſafety of the Commonwealth, 
) alemble in martial array, and put in warlike poſture; the 
habitants thereof; and to lead and conduct them., and 
ith them to encounter, repe!, refit, expel, and purſue, by 
bree of arms, as well by ſea as by land, within or without 
be limits of this Commonwezlth, and alſo to kill, lay, and 
roy, if neceſſary,” and conquer, by all fitting ways, en. 
ere and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon 
nd perſons, as hall, at any time hereafter, in a hoſtile 


anner, attempt or enterpriſe the deſtruction, invaſion, de- 


riment or annoyance of this Commonwealth; and to nic 
nd exerciſe, over the army and navy, and over the militia 
actual ſervice, the 1xw-martial, in time of war or invaſion, 
nd alſo in time of rebellion (declared by the legiſlature to 
Kult) as occation ſhall neceſſarily' require ; anth to, take 
od ſurprite,' by all ways and means whatioever, all aud 


4 


th regard to the neceſſity, expediency, or time of adjanm- 
ent, or pforogation, tre governor, with advise of IP 
Ei. 


(89 ). 


. every ſuch perſon or perſons (with their ſhips, arms, an 
munition, and other goods) as ſhall, in a boſtile manner jg 


vade, or attempt the invading, conquering, or annoying thy 
Commonwealth; and that the governor be entruſted wit 


all theſe and other powers, incident. to the offices of ci 
tain-general, and commander in chief, and admiral, to hy 
_ exerciſed agreeably to the rules and regulations, of the co 


ſtitution, and the laws of the land, and not otherwiſ-, 
Provided, that the ſaid governor ſhall not, at any ting 

hereaſter, by virtue of any power, by this-.conftitutia 

granted, or hereafter to be granted to him by the legiſlatun, 


tranſport any of the inhabitants of this Commonwe alth, c 


oblige them to march out of the limits of the ſame, without; 
their tree and voluntary conſent, or the conſent of the gen. 
eral court ; except fo fur as way be neceſſary. to marchy 
trunſport them by land or water, for the defence of ſuch 
part of the ſtate, to which they cannot otherwiſe convenicnt 
ly have acceſs. 1 3 5; 

VIII. The power of pardoning offences, except ſud 
as perſons may be convicted of before the ſenate by au in 
prachment of the houſe, ſhall be in the governor, by al 
with the advice of council; but no charter of pardon, gran 
ed by the governor, with the advice of the council, befor 
conviction, ſhall avail the party pleading the ſame, not with 
landing any general or particular expreſſions contain 
therein, deſcriptive of the offence or offences intended t 31: 
pardoned, _ SY. ; 

IX. All judicial officers, the attorney general, the ls 


citor general, all ſheciffs, coroners, and regiſters of vrovat 


ſhall be nominated and appointed by the governor, by al 
with the advice and conſent of the council; and eve: y fu 
nomination hall be made by the governor, and made 
leaſt ſe ven days prior to ſuch appointment. | 
X. The captains aud ſubalterns of the militia fallt 
elected by the written votes of the train-band and alarm | 
of their reſpective companies, of twenty-one years of 20. 
and upwards. The field officers of regiments ſhai! be cle 
ed by the written votes of the captains and ſubalt-rs d 
their reſpechve regiments... The brigadiers ſhall be clecel 
in like manner, by the field officers of their reſpectiwc bt 
gades. And ſuch officers, ſo elected, ſhall be con uw 


| $4 by the goyemnor, who ſhall determine their rank. 


| | (: 0. 

The legiſlature ſhall, by ſtanding laws, direct the time 
d manner of convening the eleQors, and of collecting 
les, and of certifying to the governor the officers elected. 
The major generals ſhall! be appointed by the Tate and 
inſe of repreſentatives, cach having a negative upon the 
her; and be commiſſioned by the governors , x 
And if the electors of brigadiers, field officers, captains, 
ſubalterns, ſhall neglect or refuſe to make ſuch elections, 
ter being duly notified, according to the laws for the time 
ing, then the 1 with advice of council, ſhall ap- 
int ſuitable perſons to fill ſuch offices, 8 

And no officer, duly commiſſioned to command in che 
litia, Mall be removed from his office, but by the addrets 
both houſes to the governor, or by fair trial in court 
arial, pur ſuant to the laws of the Commonwealt!: for the 
K being. 33 
The commarding officers of regiments ſhall appoint their 
jutants and quartermaſters; the brigadiers their brigade 
zjors ; and the major generals their aides; and the go- 
mor ſhall appoint- the adjutant general. | 
The governor, with advice of council, mall appoint all 
ficers of the continental army, whom (by the confedera- 
on of the United States) it is provided that this Common- 
alth ſhall appoint,” as alſo all officers of forts and garri- 
NS, | / | 

The divifions of the militia, into brigades; regiments and 
mpznies, made in purſuance of the militia laws now in 
ce, hell be confidered as the proper diviſions of the mi- 
a of this Commonwezlth, until the ſame {hall be altered 
purſuance of fome future law. | | 

XI. No monies ſhall be iſſued out of the treaſury of 
„ Commonwealth, and diſpoſed of (except ſuch ſums, as 
y be Yppropriated for the redemption of bills of credit or 
aſurer's notes, or for the payment of intereſt ariſing 
rcon) but by warrant, under the hand of the governor 
the time being, with the advice and conſent of tlie roun- 
for the neceſſary defence and ſupport of the Common- 
alth, and for the protection and preſervation of the in- 
bitants thereof, agreeably to the acts and reſolves of the 
neral caurt. | | | Yi 
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XII. All public boards, the commiſfary-general, g 

- ſuperintending officers of public magazines and fre 
longitig to this Commonwealth, and all commanding of, 

of forts and garriſons within the fame, ſhall, once eit 

three months, officially, and without requiſition, and x 

other times, when required by the governor, deliver to hn 
an account of all goods, ſtores, provitions, .ammunitic 
- cannon with their apendages, and ſmall arms with ths 
accoutrements, and of all other public property whatay 


under their care reſpectively; diſtinguiſhing the quautity 
number, quality and kind of each, as particularly as n 
be,; together with. the condition of ſuch forts and pun 
ons. And the ſaid commanding officer ſhall exhibit 
the governor, When required by him, true and exa play 
of ſuch forts, and of the land and ſea, or harbour or! 
bours adjacent. Nie Rt of WO AST ola | 
4 And the ſaid boards, and all public officers, {ball C0 
mumicate to the governor, as ſoon as may be, after rect 
ing the ſame, all letters, diſpatches, and intelligences u 
public nature, which {hal be directed to them reſpective, 
XIII. As the public good requires, that the rover 
iould not be under the undue influence of any of the n 
bers of the general court —by a dependence on then! 
his ſupport— that be ſhould, in all caſes, act with freed 
for the benefir' of the publit that he ſhould not have h 
attention neceſſarily diverted from that object, to bis 
pate concerns—and that he ſhould maintain the dignity 
tie Commonwealth, in the character of its chief magiſinl 
it is neceſſary that he ſhould have an bononrable ſtated f 
ary, of 'a fixed and permanent value, amply ſufficient! 
thoſe purpoles, and eſtabliſhed by ſtanding laws: and! 
Halt be among the firſt acts of the general court, zfteri 
commencement of this conſtitution, to eſtabliſh ſuch 
by law: accordingly. 8 . | 
permanent and honourable ſalaries ſhall alſo be e(tablillt 
dy law, for the juſtices of the ſupreme judicial court. 


And if it ſhalt be found, that any of the ſalaries al 
cad, o eſtabliſhed, are inſufficient, they Hall, fron: tine 
time, be enlarged, as the general court ſhall judge prope 


ö a OR 
HA FP. II. 99 
„ | 

LIEUTENANT - GOVERNOR. 

Apr. I. There ſhall be amually elected a lieutenant - 

vernor of the Commonwealth of Maffachuſetts, whoſe 

le ſltall be, His Honor; and who ſhall be qualified, in 
int of religion, property, and reſidence in the Common- 
lth, in the ſame manner with the governor :. and the 
and manner of his election, and the \ gap od" of 
electors, ſhall be the ſame as are required in the election 

a puvetnors” The return of the votes for this officer, 

| the declaration of his elecxion ſhall be in the ſame man- 

: ad if no one perſon ſhall be found to have a majority 

alt the votes returned, the vacancy ſhall be filled by the 

ate and houſe of repreſentatives, in the ſame manner 
the governor is to be elected in caſe no one perſon ſhall 
ve a majority of the votes of the people to be governor. 

II. The r, and; in his abſence, the lieutenant- 

vernor, hall be Prefident of the council; but ſhall 

ve no vote in council; and the lieutenant-governor ſhafl 
ays be a member of the council, except when the chair 
the governor” ſtall be vacant. * ; 

III. Whenever the chair of the governor ſhall be va- 

ut, by reaſon of his death, or abſence from the Common. 

ith, or otherwiſe, the Aae, age 5 for the time 
ing, ſhall; during ſueh vacancy, perform all the duties in- 
mbent upon the governor, and ſhall have and exerciſe all 
powers and authorities, which, by this conſtitution, the 

yertior is veſted with, when perſonally preſent. 


a” 7 


— 


HAP. II. , 


unc ii, ande manner of Settling elections by the lexisla- 
; : | ture. * 


Ax r. I. There ſhall be à council, for adviſing tie go- | 
mar in the executive part of government, to conſiſt of nine 
rions, belides the lieutenant-governor, WMhom the govern- 
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6 for the time being ſhall have full power and auth 
from. time to time, at his difcretion, to aſſemble and cal 
together. And the governor, with the {aid coun. ![or;, y 
five of them at leaſt, ſhall and may, from. time to time, hl 


and keep, a council, for the ordering and directing the 2 
fairs of the Commonwealth, aceofding to the laws of th 


% 


the council, the deficiency ſhall be made up by the cle 
l . a fore ſaid, from among the people at large; and the numk 
| 1% bf ſenators left, ſhall conſtitute the ſenate for the yur, 

th The ſeats of the perſons, thus elected from the [c::ate, a 


| 1. land. . | 
| 1 | II. Nine counſellors ſhall be annually choſen, fo 
Vis among the perſotis returned for counſellors and ſenator 
ion the laſt Wedneſday in May, by the joint ballot the 
1 ſenators and fepreſentatives aſſembled in one room. An 
| | % in caſe there ſhalt not be found, pon the firſt choice, th 
i. Whole number of nine perſons, who will accept a fcati 
10 
| 


1 yy the truſt, ſhall be vacated in the fenate. 

il; III. The counſellors, in the civil arrangements of t| 
| U it Commonwealth, ſhall have rank next atter the licurcgan 
e governots N . 

| li IV. Not more than two cotinſellors ſhrall be choſen d 
nr of any one diftri& of this Commonwealth. 


V. The reſolutions and advice of the council ſhall! 
recorded in à regiſter, and ſigned by the members preſent 
And this record may be called for, at any time, by eitht 
+. . bovſe of the legiſlature; and any member of the coun 

way inſert his opinion, contrary. to the refolution of t 


PROG, 61.“ Whenever the office of the governor and licut 
fiant-governor ſhall be vacant, by reaſon of death, abſcnd 
or otherwiſe, then the council, or the major part of theß 
mall, during ſuch vacaricy, have full power and author 

to do and execute all and every ſich afts, matters, à 
things, as the governor or the lieutenant-governor mig 
or! could, by virtue of this conſtitution, do or exccutt 
they or either of them were perſonally preſent. 
VII. And whereas the elections, appointed to br m 
by this conſtitution, on the laſt Wedneſday in May ang 
ally, by the two houſes of the legiſlature, may bet! 
completed on that day, the ſaid elections may be ache 


| ( 93.) 5 
„ day to day, until the ſame' ſhall be completed. And 

order of elections ſhall be as follows : the vacancies" in 
lenate, if auy, ſball firſt be filled up; the governor 
| leutenant-governor ſhall then be elected, provided 
re ſhould be no choice of them by the people: and af- 

ads the two houſes ſhall proceed to the ele Aion of the 
incil. 9 org 


CHAP. II. 
I | SECT. IV. | | 4 N 
SECRETARY, TRE — COMMISSARY, 
c. 
kT. I. The ſecretary, Treaſurer, and receiver genere 
and the, commiſſary general, notaries public, and naval 
cers, ſhall be choſen annually, by joint. ballot of the 
ators and repreſentatives in one room. And that the 
zens of this Commonwealth may be aſſured, from time 
time, that the monies, remaining in the public treaſury, 
n the lettlement and liquidation of the public accounts, 
their property, no man ſhall be eligible as treaſurer and 
wer general, more than five years ſucceſſively . 
I. The records of the Commonwealth ſhall be kept in 
office of the ſecretary, who may appoint his deputies, 
whoſe conduct he ſhall be accountable : and he ſhall 
dd the governor and council, the ſenate and houſe of 
eſentatiyes, in perſon, or his deputies, as they ſhall re(- 
rely require. | 


CHAP. III. 
- JUDICIARY POWER. WE 
ur. I. The teture that all commilſion! officers ſhall 
have in their offices ſhalt be expreſſed in their rel. 
ve, commiſſions. All judicial officers, düly appointed, 
miſioned and ſworn, ſhalf hold their offices during 
behaviour, excepting ſuch, concerning wiiom there” ts 
t proviſion made in this conſtitution ; provided, ne- 
beleſd, the govertior, with conſent of the council, 


Ano ve them upon the addreſs of both houſes of the 
ure. d | | 
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„M. Fach branch of the legöftatüre; as well as th. 1 
_ - FYernor-and cquncil, ſhall have authority to require the 
inions of the" Juſtices of the ſupreme judicial court upon i 
portant queſtions. of law, and upon ſolemn occaſons. 
III. In order that the people may not ſuffer iro 
long continuance in place of any juſtice of the v 
tall fail of diſcharging the important duties of h of 
with ability or fidelity, all commiſſions ot Juſtice: ft 
peace fhall expire and become void, in the term of 
years from their reſpective dates: and upon the c 
of any commſhon, the ſame may, if neceſſary, be rcn:w 
or another perion appointed, as ſhall moſt conduce th 
well-being of the Commonwealth: | 
IV. The judges of. probate of wills, and far grant 
letters of adminiſtration, hall hold tlieir courts at {| 
place br places, on fixed days, as the convenience off 
people ſhall require. And the legillature ſhall, from ti 
to time, hereafter appoint ſuch times and places; u 
which appointments, the | faid courts ſhalbbe holden att 
times and places, which the reſpeRive judges hall din 
V. All cauſes of marriage, divorce, and alimony, 
all appeals from judges of probate, ſhall be heard and dd 
mined” by the governor and council, until the leyil 
mall by law, make other proviſions | at 


; CHA P. IV. K 
DELEGATES ro CONGRESS. 
= The delegates of this Commonwealth to the con; 
the United States, hall, ſome time in the month ot June 
nually, be elected by the joint ballot. of the ſenate and i 
of +1eprefentatives, | aſſembled together in one roo 
ſer ve in congreſs for one year, to commence on tl 
onday in November then next enſuing, They ht 


« 
» 


commiliions, under the hand of the governor, and tbeg 


\ ſeal of the Commonwealth # but may be recalled : 
dime within the year, and others choſen and coi 


in the lame manner, in their Head. 
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| University at "Cambridge, ard encouragement of Litery 


N grüre, We 
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een SECT. I, £64.37 $f: an 
16 $3 Tun UNIVERSITY, 


Ant. I. Whereas our wiſe and evs anceſtors, ſu 
ly as the year one thouſand Ox hundred: and thirty. fix, 
| the ſonndation of Harvard college; in which univei- 


God,” been initiated in thoſe arts and ſciences, whic 
alifed them for public employments, both in church a1 
te ; and whereas the encouragement of arts and ſciences, 
d. all good literature, tends to the honour of God, the 


is and the other United. States of Ameriea: M is de- 


their corporate capacity, and their ſucceſſors in that ca- 
city, their officers and fervants, ſhall have, hold, uit, ex- 
ſe and enoy all the powers, authorities, rights, liberties, 
wileges, immunities and franchiſes, which they now have, 
ue entitled to have, hold, uſe, exerciſe and enjoy: und 
e ſame are hereby ratified and confirmed unto them, the 


cceſſors, and to their officers and ſorvants, reſpectively; 
ever. We - | 

II. And whereas there have been, at foundry times, by 
vers perſons, gifts, grants, deviſes of houſes, lands, tene- 
nts, goods, chattels, legacies, and conveyances, hereto. 
re made, either to Harvard college, in Cambridge, in 
ew England, or ta the Prefiderit and Fellows of Harvard 
lege, or to the ſaid: college, by ſome other defcription, 
der ſeyeral.charters ſucce ſſively—it is declared, that all 


e laid gifts, grants. deviſes, legacies, and conveyances, 


hereby forever confirmed unto the Prefident and Fellows 


Pavard college, and to their ſucceſſors inthe capacity a-. 


retail, according to the true intent and meaning of the 
oy 0: Conors, grantor or grantors, deviſor or devifors. / 


many perſons of great eminence, have by the bleſſing 


antage of the chriſtian religion, and the great benefit of. 


red, that the Pre ſident and Fellows of Harvard college, 


d Prefident and Fellows of Harvard college, and to their. 
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te colony of Maſſachuletts-bay, paſſed in the yeu 
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ngiſrates wit is declared, that the governor, cute 


yY 


Ahe. miniſlers of the congregational churches, it the to 
_ ph, Gambrigge,. Matertovn, Charleſton,:Bofton, 1toxhy 
 ApdNorgbeller, ;yentioned. in the ſad act, ſhal be, x 
_ ate, veſted With all the powers and authority! 


))))! 
III. And wh by,an_ act of the general coun 


thouſand ux hundred and forty=two,:the governor and de 
ty governot, for the time being, and all the magiſi-1tg 
that juriſdiction, were, with the nt, and à number; 
the clergy in the ſaid act deſcribed, conſtitute:1 the overſe 
of Harvard college and, it. being ecelary, in this 1 


conſtitution of government, to aſcertain wha ſhall be de 


Sd ſucpeſſors to, the ſaid goyernor,, depiity-governer, i 


.goxeraor,. council, and ſenate of this Commonwealth, 
ne} thall.be; deemed. their ſucceſſors 3 who, with the Fl 
$.of , Haryard., college, for; the time being, together wi 


-2onging, or mn any Way appartaining to the 5 crleert 
Havard college provided, that 'riothing here {hal 
Fonſtrved ta prevent the let iſlature of tins Com mor uti 
hom making ſuch altergtions in the government of the { 
umrerſity, a ſhall, be conducive to its adyvantage aud 
Adtereſt of the republic. of letters, ia as full a manu 
Might have been done by the legiſlature of the late p 


vines of the. Maſſechuuſetts- bay. 


5 CHA P. V. 
7  SRCT, 1. | 
The, encouragement of Literature. 


| - Wiſdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, dif. fed gt 
erally among the body of the peo; le, be ing nece flary for 


* 
= 


preſer vation of their rights and Tibertics > and as thelel 
pend on ſpreading the opportunities and advantages of 
- ation in the various parts of the country, and 210097\ 
different orders of the people, it half be tlic daty off 
legiſlatures and magiſtrates, in all future per. of f 
| Commonwealth, to cheriſh the intereſts of 1:tcraturef 


* 


£< 497 ,) | 

| 1 7 Re 

e ſciences, and all lemiftaries of them ; eſpecially the uni- 
rity at Cambridge, public fchools and grammar ſchools 
5 towns; to eee, private ſocieties and public in- 
tutions, by rewards and immunities, for the promotion of 
rriculturey arts, ſciences, commerce, trades, manuſaCtures, 
id az natural hiſtory of the country; to countenance and 
culcate the principles of humanity and general benevolence, 
blic and private charity, induſtry, and irugality, honeſty 
d punctuality in their dealings ; fincerity, good humour, 
d all focial affections and generous ſentiments among the 
ople. 4 | 7 ö 


CHAP. VI... 9 


the and subscrijtions ; ' incompatibility of and exclusion 
rom offices ; pecuniary qualifications ; commisslons ; writs ; 
confirmation of laws ; Habeas corpus; the enacting style 2 
continuance of, officers ; provision for a future revisal of 
tbe constitution, Ut. 


Art, I. Any perſon, choſen governor, lieutenant go- 
wr, counſellor, ſenator, or repreſentative, and accept- 
x the truſt, ſhall, before he proceed to execute the duties 
his place or office, make and ſubferibe the follewing de- 
ntion, vi. | 
J, A. B. do declare, that I believe the chriſtian religion, 
| have a firm perſuaſion of its truth; and that I am 
wed anſt poſſeſſed, in my own right. of the property re- 
red by the conſtitution, as one qualiſication for the office 
place to Which 1 am elected.“ | 

nd the governor, lieutenant governor, and counſellors, 
make and ſubſcribe. the ſaid declaration, in the preſence 
he two houſes, of aſſembly; and the fenators and repre- 
tatives firſt elected under this conftitution, before the pre- 
nt and five of the council of the former conſtitution ;'and, 
* afterwards, be fore the governor and council tor the 
F DOIN... 75; ' þ r 
Ind every perſon, choſen to either of the places er offices 
laid, as alſo any perſon, appointed or commiſſioned to 
Julicial, executive, military, or other office under the go» 
ment, ſhall, before he enters on the diſcharge of the bu- 


1 
7 
* 

g 14 
7 

* 
1 
31 
13% 
Tz 
A 
1 
4 

| \ 

I: 

: 

E 

: 


ö 
| 


2 


<a 


a. 
— — ww >" — 3 EL 3 


- 


—— 


4 


1 


<a; . 
. 


— 


Adiecſaration, and oaths dr affirmations, Viz, 


; "allegiance. to the ſaid commonwealth, and that 1! det 
the ſame, againſt traitorous conſpiracies, and all ele g 
| teinpts whatſoever ; And that I do renounce and © jurel 


rs 
. 


* 


any juriſdiction, ſuperiority, pre-eminence, auth 
penſing, or other bawer, in any matter, civil, ecc! "1 
or ſpiritual, within this commonyealth ; except 1 
„ rity 2 which is or may be veſted by their cm 
| enfs „ in 


- or can have e any rig ht to abſolve or diſcharge vc ron 
| obligation of this oath, declarar! ON, or «rw nien; andy 


the boregoing words, without any equivocation, vi wall 
ton, or ſecret reſervation whatſcever. So bel;, ; 


abilities and underſtanding, agreeably to the rulc- and it 


lations of the conſtitution, and the i oft bis cp unc 
So help me God.” 


calfed qua bers, and ſhall dectine taking the ſa: oath 


| ahjure, ett gat Lara acjerat ion, in the hr We 
in the ſecond oath, the words, “ year and ; 
of them the vords, „ yo bell, me God; 1 Jubjo! 


3 LY is 0 
bete off his place or "3 ice, take and ſubſcribe the f. lowly 


4 J, A. B. do truly and ſincerely acknowledge, preſcf,, t 
tify, and declare, that the commonwealth of Wacſachu | 
is, and of right ought to be, a free, ſovereign, and inde 
dent ſtate; 00 1 4 ſwear, that I will bear true the 


allegiance, ſubjection, and obedience, to the king 87 (ol 

operament of Great - Britain, as the case may be, 4 one 
pther foreign power whatſoever + And that no forc ort 
perion, - prelate, ſtate or potentate, kuth, or ought » lay 


4 


e Congreſs of the United States: And 00 
ther teflify and declare, that no man, or body of 11-1 0 


I do make this acknowledgment, profeſſion, tel. xj 
claration, denial, renunciation, an abjuration, = artih ny 
truly, according to the common meaning and acc 


J, A. B. do toleranly ſwear and affirm, tha: 1 \ il "6 
fully and impartially diſcharge and perform, all the cut 
cumbent on vie | © aecorchng to the at 


— 


Provided always, that whet any perſon. choſer ; or ay 
ed as aforeſaid, thall be of the denomination of 1 


Mall make bis aftirmation in the foregoing fo = 
{cribe the fame, emitting the words, & do 6 N 


thereof, T This 1 ds pnder the pins ond penaltics WT 
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And the $zid oaths; or affirmatidns ſhall be taken and ſub- 


bed by the governor, lieutenavt-governor, and connſt}« 


e before the ace of the ſenate, in the preſence of the 
o houſes of aſſembly; aud by the ſenators and:repreſentas 
6 firſt elected under this conſtitution, before the preſident 
d five of the council of the former conſtitution ; and, for- 
er afterwards, before the governor and council for the time 
ing; and by the reſidue of the officers aforeſaid, before 
ch perſons and in ſuch manner 
preſcribed by the legiſlature. + Bu. | 
II. No governor, lieutenant-governor, or judge of the ſus 
eme judicial-court, ſhall hold any other office, or place, uns 
c the authority of this commonwealth, except ſuch as by 
is couſtitution they are admitted to hold, ſaving that the 
ges of the ſaid court may hold the offices ot juſtices of the 
ace through the ſtate ; nor ſhall they hold any other place 
office, or receive any penſton or ſalary, from any other ſtate, 
government, or power, whatever. 2 5 5 
No perſon fltall be capable of holding or exercifing, at the 
me time, more than one of the following offices within 
bis ſtate; biz. judge of probate, ſheriff, regiſter of probate, 


regiſter of deeds t and never more than any two offices, 


hich are to be held by appointment of the governor, or the 


vernor and council, or the fenate, or the houſe of repre- 


natives, or by the election of the people of the ſtate at 
ze, or of the people of any county, (military offices, and 
e office of juſtice of the peace excepted) ſhall be held-by 
P 5; = ay e 

No perſon, holding the office of judge of the ſupreme ju: 
tial eourt, ſecretary, attorney-general, ſolicitor-general, 


aſurer or receiver- general, judge of probate, commiſſarys . 
mera! ; prefident, profeſſor, or inſtructor of Harvard col- 


pe; ſherifl, clerk of the houſe of reprelentatives, regiſter 
probate, regiſter of deeds, clerk of the ſupreme judicial 
hurt, clerk of the inferior court of common pleas, or officer 
the cuſtoms, (including in this deſcription naval officers) 
all ar the fame time have a ſeat, in the ſenate or houſe of 
preſentatives z, but their being choſen or appointed to, and 
&pting the ſame, ſhall operate as a reſignation of their ſeat 
| the {enate or houſe of repreſentatives ; and the place fs 
cated ſhalt be filled ups | 


„as {rom time to time ſhall 
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uſed und approved in the province, colony „or ſtate of Maſk 


d the rights and liberties contained in this conſtitution, 


twelve months. 


N 

And the fame rule ſhall take place, in caſe any judge 
the ſaid ſuprenie ſuclicial court, or judge of probate, 1:11», 
cept a ſeat in council; or any counſellor ſhall accept of 
ther of thoſe offices or places. | 

And no perſon ſhall ever be admitted to hold a ſcat in ti 
* legiſlature, or any office of truſt or importance under the 
vernment of this commonw ealth, who ſhall, in the due court 
olf law, have been convicted of bribery; or * in ch 
taining an election or appointment. ? 

III. In all caſes, where ſums of money ate mentioned n 
this conſtitution, the value thereof ſhall bt computed in {ilves 
at ſix ſhillings and eight pence per ounce; and it ſh)! beH 
the power of the legiſlature from time to time, to incest 
fuch qualifications, as to property, of the perſons to be ele, 
ed to offices, as the circumſtances of the commonweal:} {ty 
requires | 

IV. All comtmiſſions hall be in the name of the cc comma 
wealth of Maſfachuſetts, figned by the governor, en atte 
- by the ſecretary or his deputy, and have the great {ca oft 
- eemmonwealth affixed thereto. 

V. All writs, ifſving out of the clerk's office, in pd 
the courts of law, ſhall be in the name of the common alt 
of Maſſachuſetts ; they ſhall be under the feal of ch cout 
from whence they iſſue; they ſhall bear teſt of die in 
juſtice of the court, to which they ſhall be returnabie, (0 
ds not a party) and be ſigned by the clerk of ſuch court. 
VI. All the laws, which have heretofore been adopte 


chuſetts bay, and vſually practiſed on in the courts of 1a 
Mall ſtill remain and be in full force, until altered or repeal 
by the legiſlature ; ſuch parts only excepted as are repugna 


VII. The privilege and benefit of the writ of habeas ch 
pus ſhall be enjoyed in this commonwealth, in the mol! int 
eaſy, cheap, expeditious and ample manner; and ſha]! not 
ſuſpended by the legiſlature, except upon the moſt urgent 
. prefling occaſions, and for a limited time, not exceed 


VIII. The enacting ſtyle, in making and -paſling all 3% 
n, and * ſhall be, “ Be it euakted by the ſens 


5 (ist J 
{ bouſe of repreſentatives in general court aſſgmbled, and 
the authority of the fame.“ L ; 
IX. To the end*there may. be no failure of juſtice, ordan- 
er ariſe to the commonwealth, from a change of the form of 
wvernment—all officers, civil aud military, holding commif- 
th as under the government and people of Maſſachuſetts Bay 
85 Me Eaglandd, and all other officers of the ſaid government 
l people, at the time this conſtitution ſhall take effect, ſhall 
"ve, hold, uſe, exerciſe, and enjoy, all the powers and au- 
ority how ghnated or committed, until other perſons, 
all be appointed in their ſtead ; and all courts of law ſhalt 
ocged in the execution of the buſineſs of their reſpective 
partments; and all the executive and legiſlative officers, 
ddies and powers, Thall continue in full force in the enjoy- 
ent and exerciſe of all their truſts, employments, and au- 
rity ; until the general court, and the ſupreme and execy - 
e officers under this conſtifution, are deſignated and inveſt- 
I with their reſpective truſts, powers, and authority. 
X. In order the mort effectually to adhere to the princi- 
cs of the conſtitution, and to correct thoſe violations whick 
any means may be made therein, as well as to form ſuch 
terations-as from experience ſhali be found neceſſary, the 
neral court, which ſhall be in the year of yur Lord one 
ouſand {ſeven hundred and ninety-frve,' ſhall iſſue precepts 
the ſeleQtmen of the ſeveral towns and to the aTeTors of 

b 


: un lantations, directing them to convene 
opt qualified voters & their reſpective towns and plantations, 
13 the purpoſe ot collecting their ſentimen ts, on the neceſſi. 

or expediency of reviſing the conſſitution in order to amend- 
ente. = 
ona And if it ſhall appear, by the return made, that two thirds 
. the qualified voters throughout the ſtate, who ſhall aſſem- 
"i and vote in conſequence of the {aid precepts, are Ja favour 
* uch re viſtan or amendment, the general court ſhall iſfue 
dr b, or direct them to be iſtued from the ſecretary's of- 
„ne {5 ſeveral towns, to elect delegates to meet in con- 
en tor the purpoſe aforeſaid. | 

The ſaid delegates to be choſen in the ſame manner and 
I alt portion as their repreſentati Sy in the ſecond branch of 
= GC legillature; are by this n to be choſen- | 
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KI. This form of government ſhall be enrolled on nth 
ment, and depoſited in the ſecretary's office, and be a parid 
tze laws of the land; and printed copies thereof {ha)] he jy 
fixed to the book containing the laws of this commonye?! 
in all future editions of the ſaid laws. "a. 
The foregoing is the constitution or form of government 
the commonwealth of Massachusetts, as agree ub 
the delegates of the people in convention, after it bod la 
approved by the people; whose approbation. appeared 
the returns from the several towns and plantations n 
ceived and examined in the convention, previously wh 
dissolution, on the sixteenth day of June, in the year 
er Lord one thousand seven bundred and eighty. 


TN JAMES BOWDOIN, 
8 5 Predesint of the Convenii 


bl 


Atteſt, Sanvrr BARRT Tr, Secretary. 


N. R By virtve of a reſolve of the convention, June! 
1780, the adminiftration of government, agreeab'y to ti 
confitution, coivmenced the twenty-fifth day of Odche 
4178s ; the-n<cefſary elections being previouſly macc iy: 
people of the commonwealth, purſuant to M Jai re 
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CHARTER 


OF 


REHODE-ISLAMND. 
HODE-ISLAND CHARTER, granted by King CHARLES 
a in the fourteenth year of Bis reign, 


tadeciqna pars patentium, Annoregni regis Caroli ſecundi quintodecimo. N 


HARLES the ſecond, by the grace of God, &c. to all to 
whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. Whereas 
have been informed by the petition of our truſty and wel 
oved ſubjects, Jobn Clarke, on the Vehalf of Benedict Ar- 
d, William Brenton, William Codington, Nicholas Eag 
„ William Bonlſton, John Porter, John Smith, Samuel 
ton, John Weeks, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, Gre- 
Dexter, Jo geſhall, Joſeph Clarke, Randall Houl- 
„John Greene, John Roome, Samuel Wildbore, William 
Id, James Barker, Richard Tew,. Thomas Harris, and 
liam Dyre, ard the reſt of the purchaſers, and free inha- 
nts of our ifand called Rhode-lfland, and the reſt of the 
ny of Providence plantations, in the Narraganſer bay, in 
7-England in America— That they, purſuing with peace 
loyal minds their ſober, ſerious, and religious intentions, 
dodly edifying themſelves, and one another, in the holy 
tian faith and worſhip as they were perſuaded together 
the gaining over and converſion of the poor ignorant In- 
natives, in thoſe parts of America, to the ſincere profeſ- 
and obedience of the ſame faith and worſhip, did net on- 
y the conſent and good encouragement of our royal pro- 
tors, tranſpert themſelves, out of this kingdom of Eng» 
into America; but alſo fince their arrival there after 

t firſt ſettlement amongſt other of our ſubjects in thoſe 
„or the avoiding of diſcord, and thoſe many evils which 
likely to enſue upon thoſe our ſubjects, not being able 
ar, in thoſe remote parts, their different apprehenſipns 


— FS Cena 2 10 2 —— 
in tellglons concernments z and | in W of the Aloe 
ſaid ends, did once again leave their deſirable ations w 
habitations, and with exceſſive labour and travel, hazard al 
charge, did tranſplant themſelves into the midſt of he Indi 
111 natives, who, as we are informed, are the moſt potent prin 
and pe 75 of all that country; where, by the good prof 
| 


| dence,6f God, (from whom the plantations have taken ty 
uo name) upon their labour and induſtry, they have not d 
if been preſerved to admiration, but have increaſed and profpy 
ald, and are ſeized and poſſeſſed, by purchaſe and confert 
the ſaid natives, to their full content, of ſuch lands, ian 
rivers, harbours, and roads, as are very convenient ng 
plan: ations, and allo for building of Thips, ſupply of pipe. Mai 


And other merchandiſe, which lie very commodious in nay 
1. reſpects for commerce, and to accommodate our ſouth 
1 | plantations, and may much advance the trade of this o 
bill realm, and greatly enlarge the territories thereof ; they hi 
, ing, by. near neighboyrbood to, and friendly ſociety wit 


11 

11418 the great body of Narraganſet Indians, ven them ec 
| ragement of their own accord, to ſubject themfe! ves, thi 
118 people and Tands unto us; whereby, as is hoped, there if 
| | an time, by the bleiling of God upon their endeavours, bel 
{1:8 -2 ſure foundation of happineſs to all America: 

| -,-— And whereas, in their humble addrefs, they have ech 
. elared, that it is much on their hearts (if they be permitts 
| to bold forth a lively experiment, that a moſt ffouriih1ng® 
1 "Nate may ſtand, and beſt be maintained, and that among d 
| Engliſh ſubjects, witha fullliberty in religious concern 
| and that true piety, rightly grounded upon goſpel print 
+ < vill give the beſt and greateſt ſecurity, to fovercignty, 1 
180 will lay in the hearts of men che ſtrongeſt obligation ton 
loyalty:— 

Now, know ye, that we—(being willing to encourag? 
| | Hopeful undertaking of our ſaid loyal and loving ſubjedas 
dioð ſecure them in the free exerciſe and enjoyment of 
eivit and xeſigious rights appertaining to them, as l 
ſubjecis ; and to preſerve unto them that liberty, the! 
Chriſtian faith, and worſhip of God, which they have fol 
(with ſo much travel, and wich peaceable minds and oel 
jection to gur progenitors and ourſelves) to en joy, and! 


* e toe of the people and inhabitants of the ſage col 
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knot, in their private opinion, conform to the public exer« will 
wot religion, according to the liturgy, form, and cerem o- 
s of the church of England, or take or ſubſcribe the oaths 
| articles, made and'eſtabliſhed in that behalf; and for that 
ſame, by reaſon of the remote diſtances of thoſe places, 
„ as we hope, be no breach of the unity and uniformity 
vbiſhed in this nation) have therefore thought fit, and bp 
hereby publiſh, grant, ordain, and declare that our royal | 
i 


and pleaſure 19— . th 

That no perſon within the ſaid colony, at any time hereaf. 
ſhall be any wiſe moleſted, puniſhed, diſquieted, or called 

queſtion, for any differences in opinion in matters of reli- 

n, „ ho do not actually diſturb the civil-peace of our ſard 

ny; but that all and every perſon and perſons may, fr 

e to time, and at all times hereafter, freely and fully have 
enjoy his and their own judgments and con 

ters of religious concernment, throughout wh&n_ 

| hereafter mentioned; they behaving themſe c 

and quietly, and not uſing this liberty to licé tw 
profaneneſs, nor to the civil injury or outward diſturbance 

thers ;—any law, ſtatote, or clauſe therein contained, or 
contained, uſage or cuſtum of this realm, to the contra- 

gereof in any wie notwithſtanding, 2 

Lnd that they may be in the better capacity to defend 

plelves in their juſt rights and liberties, againſt all the 

ies of the Chriſtian faith, and others, in all reſpects we 
further thought fit, and at the humble petition of th 

ons aforeſaid, are graciouſly pleaſed to declare, | 

hat they ſhall have and enjoy the benefit of our late a& 

demnity, and free pardon, as the reſt of our ſubjects in 

r our dominions and territories have; and to create and 

them a body politic or corporate, with the powers or 

leges herein after mentioned. And accordingly, our will 

pleaſure is, and of our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, 

mere motion, we have ordained, conftitated, and deéla- 

and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſora, do 

in, conſtitute, and declare, that they the fad William 

ton, William Codingtan, Nicholas Eaſton, Benedict Ar- 
William Boulſton, John Porter, Samuel Gorton, John 

b John Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, Gre- 
Dexter, John Cogeſhall, Jofeph Clarke, Randall Houut- 
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tionedit@/be granted, and the plantation thereof, aun it 


den John Greene, John Roome, William Dyre Sem 
Wildbore, Richard Lew, William Field, Thoma, Heeg 
James Burker, -, Rainfborrowy willen 
and Joho Nickſon, and all ſuch others as are now, oi here 
ter {hall be admitted free of the company and ſocicty of 
colony of Providence plantations, iu the Narraganlet bay, 
New- England, ſhall be, from time to time, and fore cer ts 
after, a body corporate and politic, in fact and name, by t 
name of the governor and company of the Engliſh colony 
Rhode-Illand, and Providence plantations, in;New-Zncl 
in America; and that by the ſame name, they and their ft 
* ceſſors ſhall and may have perpetual ſucce ſſion, and {hall 
miey be perſons able and capable in the law to ſue ant be ſul 


* s plead and be impleaded, to anſwer and to be an{«=-r:4y 
Ir} | & 3 | 


„to defend and to be de fended, in all and finzular fu 
cauſes, quarrels, matters, actions and things, of wi! kind 
nature foever ; and allo to have, take, poſſeſs, acquire y 
pa ends, tenements, or hereditaments, or auy gl 
or-ehatfies, and the ſame to leaſe, grar.t, demidc, ation, b 
gain, ſell, and diſpoſe of, at their own will and ;!« aur, 
other our liege people of this. our realm of Eagle, , or! 


. = gorporation or body politic within the lame, may lava 


And further, that they the {aid governor and Qunnany, 
their ſucceſſors, ſhall, and may, forever hertalter, big 
common ſeal, to ſerve and uſe for all matters, caulcs, tig 
ang affairs whatſoever, of them and their ſucceſlars: ant! 
ſame ſeal to alter, change, break, and make new, vou 
to time, at their will and pleaſure, as they ſhall thin ft. 
And further, we will and ordain, and by theſe preſent 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, declare and appoint, tat fort 
better ordering and managing of the affairs an! bulinh 
the laid company and their ſucceſſors, there ſhall be on! 
vernor, one deputy-governor, and ten aſſiſtants, to «4 
time to time conſtituted, elected, and choſen, out of ce 
men olſthe ſaid company, for the time being, in uch a8 
and form as is hereafter in theſe preſents cxpreα⁰ε 1 

- faid officers hall apply themſelves to take care {cr ile] 
diſpoſing;and ordering of the general bußneſs and aun 
and concerning the lands and hereditaments here ge 
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vermment of 
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the people there, 


— 


F LEY 
And for the better execution of our royal pleat ufe herein, 
e 


do, for us, our” -heirs and fucceſſors, a Wil, name, conſti- 


preſent goyernor of the ſaid company; ard the ſaid Wil- 
w Brenton to be the deputy-governor ; and the ſaid Wil- 
m Boulſten, Jobn Porter, Roger Williams, Thomas Ok, 
„John. ed a Greene, John Cogefſhall, James Bar- 
„William Field, and Joſeph Elaike=to he the ten preſerrt 
fants of the faid company, to continue in the ſuid ſeveral 
tes refpeQively, until the firſt Wedneſday which _ be 
the month of May now next coming. 
Aid further, we will, and, by theſe pręſents, for us bur 


the faid campany, for the time being, or in this abſence, by 
cahon of fickneis, or other wile, by bis leave or permiſſion, 
5 nor for the time being, ſhall'and may, from 
e to time, upon all occaſions give order tor the aſſe mbli ing 
the ſaid company, and calling them together, to conſult 
! adviſe of the buſiwefs and the affairs of the ſaid COMPA 
; and that forever hereafter, twice in every year, that is 
ſy, on every firſt Wednefday in the month of May, and 


vice, the aſſiſtants, and ſuch of the freemen of che ſaid 
= not exceeding fix perſons for Newport, four per- 
« {1 each of the re lpective towns of Providence, PortC. 
a, uncl Warwick, and two derſons for each other place, 
un, or city, Who: {hall be from time to time thereunto e- 
ted or deputed, by the major part of the freemen of, the ref, 


Later, Rall have a general meeting or aſſembly, then and 
fre 10 confutt, adviſe, and determine in and about the af. 
is and ! buſineſs of the faid company and plantations, 

d further, we do, of our eſpecial grace, certain know- 

and mere motion, give and grant unto the ſaid govern- 
0 company of the Engliſu colony of Khode-Ifland and 
vidence plantations, in News- England in Am rica, and 
ir eg ors, that the goyernor, or in his abtence, or by his 
meilon, the deputy-governor of the ſaid company for the 
0 , | 5 17, the afliſtants, and ſuch of the freemen of the faid 
1 be as - thall be $6-aforefaid elected or deputed, or ſo ma- 
 ta2m as mall be preſent at fuch meeting or aſſembly, 


CY 


e and appoint the aforeſaid Benedict Arn to be the firſt”. 


Irs and ſucceſſors, do ordain and grant, that the governor 


ac 


avert „ 99 8 08 in October, or oftencr, in cafe it hall 


tive towns or places to which they ſhall be fo elected or 
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238 aforeſaid, mall be called the general aſſombly; and gy 
they, or the greateſt part of them then prelent (whereof in 
governor or deputy-gavernor, and fx of the affiſtants at le 
to be ſeven,) mall Have, and have hereby given and grant 
unto them, full power and authority, from time to time, x 
all times hereafter, to appoint, alter and change ſuch gy 
times and places of meeting, and general aſſembly, 25 they 
ſhall think fit; and to chooſe, nominate and appoint ſuch ys 

ſo many perſons as they ſhall think fit, and ſhall be willi 
accept the fame, to be free of the ſaid company and bodyp 
litic, and them into the ſame to admit; and to elect andy 
ſtitute ſuch offices and officers, and to grant ſuch needful ch 
miſſions, as they ſhall think fit and requiſite for ordering 
managing, a {patching of the affairs of the ſaid governs 
and company, and their ſucceſſors ; and from time tn timet 
make, ordain, conſtitute and repeal ſuch laws, ſtatutes, orte 
and ordinances, forms and ceremonies of government # 
magiſtracy, as to them ſhall ſeem meet, for the good and we 
fare of the ſaid company, and for the government and orls 
ing of the lands and hereditaments herein after mentionel; 
be granted, and of the people that do, or at any time herd 
ter ſhall inhabit, or be within the ſame; ſo as ſuch !:w;,o 
dinances and conftitutions ſo wade, be not contrary and 

- pagnant unto, but (as near as may be) agreeable to, hel 
of this our realm of England, conſidering the nature an 
ſtitution of the place and people there; and alſo ts appel 
order and direct, ere& and ſettle ſuch places and court 
juriſdiction, tor bearing and determining of all a&icns, ca 
matters and things, happening within the ſaid colony u 
plantation, and which {hall be in diſpute, and depending the 
as they mall think fit; and alſo to diſtinguiſh aud gt for 
the ſeveral names and titles, duties, powers and ligt 0 
court, office, and officers, ſuperior and inferior; nd ally! 
contrive ard appoint ſuch. forms of oaths and%at te/latiah 
not repugnart, but (as near as may be) agreeab!- as 2 
laid, to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm, as arc ci 
nient and requiſite, with reſpect to the due adm ratio! 
juſtice, and due execution and diſcharge of all off £5 and 
ces of truſt, by the perſons that ſhall be therein concord 
and alſo to regulate and order the way and mar o! 
elections to otſices aud places of truſl, and to preic: (v0 ld 


_— . 
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2 diſfinguiſh rhe number and bounds of all places, towrs' 
> cities, within the limits and bounds herein after men- 
ned, aud not herein particularly named, that have or ſhall, 
e the power of electing and tending of free men vo the ſaid. 
eral «Membly 3 and allo to order, direct, and authoriſe tlie 
poſing of law ful and reaſonable fines, mulcts, impriſon- 
ts, and executing other puniſtments, pecuniary and cor- 
Fd; upon offenders and delinquents, according to the courſe 
other corporations, within this our kingdom of England ; 
| again, to. alter, revoke, annul, or pardon, under their 
mon feal, or otherwife, ſuch fines, mulcts, impriſonments, 
ttences, judgments, and condemnations „as ſhall be thought 
and to direct, rule, order and diſpoſe of all other matters 
things, and particularly that which relates to the makin 
purchaſes of the native Indians, as to them ſhall ſeem 
t; whereby our ſaid people, and inhabirants in the ſaid 
ptations, way be fo religiouſly, peaceably, and civilly go- 
ed, as that by their good life and orderly converſation 
may win and invite the native Indians of the country to 
knowledge and obedicnce of che only true God and Sa- 
r of mankind ; willing, commanding and requiring, and 
theſe 51 cſents for vs, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, ordaining 
appointing, that all ſuch laws, ſtatutes, orders arid ordi- 
ces, mſtructions, impolitions and directions, as ſhall be fo 
ke by the governor, deputy, aſſiſtants, and freemen, or ſuch 
ver of them as aforeſaid, and publ:ſhed in writing under 
coommon ſeal, ſhall be carefully and duly obſerved, kept, 


pred, and put in execution, according to the true intent 


meaning of the fame. And theſe our letters patent or 
duplicate or exemplification thereof, ſhall he, to alt and 
ſuch officers, ſuperior or interior, from time to time, 
he putting of the lame orders, laws, ſtatutes, ordinances, 
nctions, aud directions, in due execution, againſt us, our 
and ſucceſſors, a ſufficient warrant and diſcharge\ 

3 We 


nd Turther, our will and pleaſure is, and we do 

6, our heirs and ſucceffors, eſtablith and ardain, that yeer- 
Ice in the 'vear forever hereaſter, namely, the aforelaid 
deitlar; in May, and at the town of Newport, or elſe- 
argent occaſion do require, the governor, de duty- 
Por 51d aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, and other offi- 
che ud company, or ſuch of them as the general al- 


N 


„ 


| hereafter be newly choſen into their rooms, or any of they 


| niediately upon and after ſuch election ox election: made, 
{ach governor, depyty-governor, aſſiſtant pr afſiſtan!s, or u 


| . | 
F:qbly ſhall think Gt, ſhall be, in the ſaid general court ory 
'ſembly, to be held from that day or time, newly choſen fy 
the year enſuing, by the greater part of the ſaid company jy 
the time being, as ſhall be then and there preſent, Aud 
ſhall happen, that the preſent governor, deputy-governor,u 
aſſiſtants, by theſe preſents appointed, or any ſuch a: tf 


or any other of the officers of the ſaid company, ſþa!! die,g 
be removed from his or their ſeveral offices or places, befin 
the ſaid general day of election, (whom we do hereby Geclan 
for any miſdemeanor or default, to be removeable by the gy 
vernor, aſſiſtants and company, or ſuch greater part of then 
in any of the ſaid public courts to be aſſembled as aſorelzil 
that then, and in every ſuch caſe, it ſhall and may be lauft 
to and for the ſaid governor, deputy-governor, aflif nts, w 
company aforeſaid, or ſuch greater part of them 19 10 ben 
ſembled, as is a&refaid, in any of their aſſemblies, to proc 
to a new election of one or riore of their, compar), in th 
room or place, rooms or places, of ſuch officer oro 
dy ing or removed, 838 to their directions. Andi 


officer of the ſaid company, in manner and for: afo 
ne the authority, office and power, before given to theld 
mer goyernor, deputy-governor, aud other officer a: orice 


all 


* 


the preſent, governor of the ſaid company, ſhall gi-- ic 9 


LU affilants of the ſaid company, unto whom we do by theſe 'y 
ſents give ſull power and authority to require and receive ; 
lame: and the faid William Brenton, aho is hereby be- 
e nominated and appointed the preſent deputy-governor of 
| ſaid company, ſhall give the aforeſaid engagement before 
ſaid Benedict Arnold or any two of the aſſiſlants of the 
d company, unto whom we do, by theſe preſents, give full 
wer and authority ro require and receive the ſame : and 
ſd William Boulſton, John Porter, Roger Williams; 
omas ney, John Smith, John Greene, John Coge ſhall, 
wes Barker, William Field, and Joſeph Clarke, who are 
ein before nominated and appointed the preſent aſſiſtants 
the company, ſhall give the ſaid engagement to their offis 
5 and places reſpeQtively belonging, before the ſaid Benes 
Arnold and William Brenton, or one of them, to whom 
pectively we do hereby give full power and authority to 
juire, adminiſter or receive the ſame, And further our 
| and pleafure is, that all and every other future governor, 
deputy-governor, to he elected and choſen by virtue of 
le preſents, ſhall give the ſaid engagement befor 2 or 
re of the ſaid aſſiſlants of the ſaid company for the time 
vg, unto whom we do, by theſe preſents, give full power 
authority to require, adminiſter, or receive the ſame; 
the laid affiſtants, and every of them, and all and every 
et officer or officers, to be hereafter elected and choſen by 
ue of theſe preſents, fram time to time, ſhall give the like 
en to their offices and places reſpectively belong - 
elore the governor, or deputy-rovernor, for the time 
g, into which ſaid governor, or depniy-governor, we do 
thee preſents give full power and authority to require, 
uniſter or receive the ſame-accordingly. 2 | 
ock we do Tikewiſe, for us, our-heirs and ſucceſſors, give 1 
grant unto the {aid governor and company, aud their fuc- ; | 
| 


3 


rs, by theſe preſents, that for the more peaceable and or- 
government of the fail plantations, it {hall and way be 
Jul for the governor, deputv-governor, affiſtants, and all 
7 officers and miniſters of the ſaid company, in the admi- 
Paton of juſtice, and exerciſe of government, in the ſaid 
Nations, to ule, exerciſe, and put in execution, ſuch me- 
, rues, orders, aud directions (not being contrary and | 
020% to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm) as have 1 
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been heretofore given, uſed, and accaſtomed in ſuch cafe g 

pectivtly, to be put in practice, until at the next, or 4 
othor general aſſembly, eſpecial proviſion ſhall be made ing 
caſes aforeſaid.” © * F 

And we do further, for us, our heirs and ſucec floss. gg 

Aud grant unto the {uid governor and company, and their ie 
| 7 | Ceflors, by theſe preſents, that it ſhall add may be lawful 
3 and for the ſaid governor, or in his abſence, the deputy.g 
vernor, and maſor part of the ſaid aſſiſtants for rhe time le 
ing, at any time, when the ſaid general aſſembly i; 1: 4 
ting, to nominate, appoint and conſtitute ſuch and ſo max 
commanders, governors, any military officers, as vo th: {ll 
ſeem requiſite, for the Teading, conducting, and trainingy 

the inhabitants of the ſaid plantations in martial affairs, 

+ , Tor the defence and ſafeguard of the ſaid plantations; a 
That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for all and ce fur 
commander, governor, and military officer, that ſhall be ſo 
aforeſaid, or by the governor, or in his abſence the depuy 

_ governor, and {ix of the aſſiſtants, and major part of the tg 
wen of the {aid company, preſent at any general {ieinbli 
nominated, appointed and conſtituted, according to che ten 
of his and their reſpective commiſſions and direction, tos 
ſemble, exerciſe in arms, marſhal, array, and put in war 

- Poſture, the inhabitants of the ſaid colony, for theic ciped 

defence and ſafety ; and to lead and couduct the aid inh 
bitants, and to encounter, repulſe, and reſiſt by force of am 
as well by ſea as by laid, ts kill, flay, and deſtroy, b zl þ 
ting ways, enterpriſes, and means whatſoever, all ant cw 
ſuch perſon or perlons, as ſhall at any time hereafter arien 
or enterpriſe the deſtruction, invaſion, detriment or ae 
ance of the ſaid inhabitants or plantations; and tone 
exerciſe the law martial, in fuch caſes only as oc on ti 
 neceffarily require; and to take and ſurpriſe, bye ways: 
means whatſogver, all and every ſuch perſon aud perth 
with their ſhip or ſhips, armour, ammunition, or othe g 
of ſuch perſons, as ſhall in hoſtile manner invade or aten 
the defeating of the ſaid plantation, or the hurt oi the 4 
company and inhabitants; and upon juſt cauſes to nete 
deſtroy the natives, Iudians, or otherenemies. of the {aid 
tony. 4. | y : 
Nevertheleſs, our will and pleaſure is, and e c 8 


— — 
— 
„ 


* 


' ( ok 3 ) * ” pu * 
lare, to the reſt of our colonies in New-England, that it 
| not be law ful for this our ſaid colony of Rhode-Ifland 
[Providence plantations, in America, in New-England, 
iyade the natives inhabiting within tke bounds and limits 


reir ſaid colonies, without the knowledge and conſent of 


noleft the native Indians, or any other inhabitants, ih - 
ne within the bounds or limits hereafter mentioned, (they 
ing ſubjeQed themſelves unto us, and being by us taken 
> our ſpecial protection) without the knowledge and con- 
of the governor and company of our colony of Rhode- 
id and Providence plantations. 1 

Ifo our will and pleature is, and we do hereby declare un- 
Chriſtian kings, princes, and ſtates, that if any perſon, 
þ (hall hereafter he of the ſaid company or plantation, or 


for the time being, ſhall at any time or times hereafter, 
or {poil, by fea or land, or do any hurt, or unlawtil hoſti- 
ꝛo any of the ſubje cts of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, or 
hy of the ſubjects of any prince or ſtate, being then in 
me with us, our heirs and ſucceſſors ; upon complaint ot 
injury do 
our herrEand ſucceſſors, will make open proclamation, 
un any parts of our realm of England, fit for that purpoſe, 
the perſon or perſons committing any ſuch robbery or 
„ ſhall, within the time limited by ſuch proclamation, 
e full reſtitution or ſatisfaction for all fach injuries done 
mmitted, ſo as the ſaid prince, or others ſo complaining, 
de ſully ſatisfied and contented ; and if the ſaid perſon 
trons, who ſhall commit any ſuch robbery or ſpoil, ſhall 


make ſatisfaction accordingly; within fuch'time ſo to be 


ed, that then we, our heirs and ſucceſſors, will put fuck 
on or perſons out of our allegiance and protection: and 
then it ſhall and may be lawful and free for all princes 
ters, to proſecute with hoſtility ſach offenders, and every 
em, their and every of their procurers, aiders, abertors 


dunſellors in that behalf. n 
viiedalfo, and our expreſs will and pleaſure is, and we 


Ippoint, that theſe preſents ſhall not in any manner hi 


K 2 


he laid other colonies, Aud it is hereby declared, that i- 
got be awful to or for the reſt of the colonies to invade 


other, by appointment of the ſaid governor and compa- 


to any ſuch prince or ſtate, or their ſubjects, 


theſe prefents, for us, our heirs and Pcce Nors, ordain 


— - 


——— — 
? 2 * * 
—— ſH UU 3˙Ü.ͤ—̃ — 
* 


N —— 


9 - << a 
- 


— 


+ * 4. 26 
— . 2 - 
- 8 . - 2 


4 


- a. 
* 


7 


the ſaid coaſt, or in the ſaid- bay, river, code, creek, or (by 


of like nature. CY | 


bay. in New-England; in America, and to every in 


| f ( FI 4. FR: 

der any of our loving ſabjects. whatſoever, fromuſin; a 
erciſing the trade of 6ſhing upon the coaſt of New-En«!aod; 
America; but that they, and every or any of them, ſhall hoy 
full and free power and liberty to continue and uſc the n 
of fiſhing upon the ſaid coaſt, in any of the ſeas thercuntog 
joining, or any arms of the ſea, ortalt-water, rivers and cree 
where they have been accuſtomed” to fiſh; and to build x 
{cr upon the waſte land, belonging to -he ſaid colony and vl 
tations, ſuch wharves, ſtages, and work-houſes, as Hall be 
ceſſary for the ſalting, drying and keeping of their ., 
taken or gotten upon that coaſt. - 

And further, for dhe encouragement of the inhabitants 
our ſaid colony of Providence plantations to ſet upon tis 
ſineſs of taking whales, it ſhall be lawful for them, or any 
them, liaving ſtruck a whale, dubertus, or other great fy 
or them to purſue unto that coaſt, and into any bay, tin 
cove, creek, or thore, belonging thereto, and it or them up 


belongnig thereto, to kill and order tor the beſt adraniay 
without moleſtation, they making no wilful waſte or ipd 
any thing in theſe preſents. contained, or any other matte 
thing to the contrary notwithſtanding.  . 

And ſurther alſo, we are graciouſly pleaſed, ard do lo 
declare, that if any of the inhabitants of our ſaid colony! 
ſet upon the planting ot vineyards, (the foil and climateh 
ſeeming Faturally to concur to the production of vincs) 
induſtrious. in the diſcovery of fiſbing banks, in or about 
aid colony, we will, from time to time, give and alloy 
due and fitting encouragement therein, as to others u 


And further, of our more ample grace; certain Ko 
and mere motion, we babe given and granted, and by W 
preſents, ſor us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give andg 

unto the ſaid governor and company of the Engl co⁰ 
Rhode · Iſtand and Providence plantations, in the d+2 7g 


there, and to every perion or perſons trading thithef, a 
every ſuch perſon; or perſons as are or ſhall be fror f they 
colony, full power and authority, from time to time, W 
times hereaſtery to take, ſhip, trauſport and carry 28" 


0 ; | 2 » Ny | 
ot any of our realm, and dominions, for aud owa 


1 1g 'Þ 

antation-and deſence of the ſaid colony, fuch and fo many 
our loving ſubje &s, and ſtrangers, as mall or will willingly 
company then in and to their faid colony and plantation, 
cept ſuch perſon or per ſons as are or ſhall be therein reſtrain - 
| by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, or any law or fratute of” 


goods, chattels, me re handiſe, and other things whatſoever, 
at are or ſhall be uſefu or neceſſary for the ſaid plantations 
d defence thereof, and uſually tranſported, — not prohi- 
ted by any law dr ſtatute of this our realm; yielding and 
ying unto us, our beirs.and ſucceſſors, ſuch duties, cuſtoms 
d {ubladies, as, are, of ought to be paid or pay able for the 
NC ' ' 4 ' * p 
And further, our will and pleaſure is, and we do, for us, our 
irs and ſucceſſors, ordain, declare, and grant, unto the ſaid: 
vernor and company, and their ſueceſſors, that all and eve- 
the lubjects of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, which are al- 
dy planted: and ſettled within our faid colony of Provi- 
nce plantations, or Which ſhall hereafter go to inhabit with - 
the ſaid colony, and all and every of their children which 
ve been born there, or which ſhall happen hereafter to be 
m there, or on the fea going thither, or returning from 
nce, ſhalk haye and enjoy all liberties and immunities of 
e and natural ſubjects, within any the dominions of us, 
heirs and ſucceffors, to all intents, conſt uctions, and pur- 
(es, Whatfocver, as if they and every of them were born 
thin the realm of England. | 

And further, know ye, that we, ot our more abundantgrace, 
tam knowledge, and mere motion, ce given, granted, 
confirmed, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and 
ceſſors, elo give, grant, and confirm unto the ſaid govern- 
and company, — their ſucceſſors, all that part of our do- 
nions, in New. England, in America, containing the Na- 
tick and Nanhyganſett alias Narraganſet bay, and coun- 


middle or channel of a river there, commonly called and 
wn by the name of Pawcatuck, alias Pawcatuck river, and 
long the ſaid river, as the greater or middle ſtream there- 
eacheth or lies up into the north country, northward un- 
tne head thereof, and from thence by a ſtraight line drawn 
north, until it meet with the ſouth line of the Maſſacliu- 


Fr 
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realm; and alſo to ſhip and tranſport all and all manner, | 


s and parts adjacent, bounded on the weſt,” or. weſterly, to 
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fetts colony; and on the north or northerly, by the afore{y] 
fouth or ſoutherly Ine of the Maſſachuſetts colony or gu. 
tation, and extending towards the eaſt or eaſtward'y thre 
Engliſh miles, to the eaſt and north-eaſt of the molt caſſen 
and north-eaſtern parts of the aforeſaid Narraganſet bay, t 
the ſaid bay lieth or extendeth ittelf from the ocean on the 
ſouth or ſouthwardly, nnto the mouth of the river which run, 
neth towards the town of Providence, and from thei e long 
the eaſtwardly ſide or bank of the ſaid river (higher called iy 
the name of Seacunk river) up to the falls called Patucket 
falls, being the moſt weſtwardly line of Plymouth colony; 
and ſo from the (id falls, in a ſtraight line due north, untl 
it meet with the aforeſaid line of the Maſſachuſetts colony 
and bounded on the ſouth by the ocean, and in particular the 
lands belonging to the town-of Providence, Patuxit. War 
wicke, Miſquammacocke, alias Pawcatuck, and the re! up 
the main land, in the tract aforeſaid, together with Rhode. 
Ifland, Block-IHland and all the reſt of the iſlands an banls 
in the Narraganſet bay, and bordering upon the couſt of the 
tract aforeſaid, (Fiſher's iſland only excepted) together with 
all firm lands, foils, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, waters 
kihings, mines royal, and all other mines, minerals, precious 
ſtones, quarries, woods, wood-grounds, rocks, flates, and al 
and ſingular other commodities, juri{diftions, royaltics, pr. 
leges, frapchiſes, pre-eminences and hereditaments w hatlots 
ver, within the ſaid tract, bounds, lands, and iſlands atorelaid 
to them or any ot them belonging, or in any wiſe appertaite 
big —to have and to hold the fame, unto the {aid govern 
and company, and their ſucceſſors forever upon truit, tor th 
uſe and-benefit of themſelves, and their aſſociates, irceme! 
of the faid colony, their heirs and aſſigns; oo be holden of 
our heirs and fucceſſors, as of the manor of Eaſt-Gre- 16 
in our county of Kent, in free and common ſoccage, 1: 
in capite, nor by knight's ſervice ; yielding and paying ben 
for to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, only the fifth p.rt el 
the ore of gold and Glver, which, from time to time, and 1 
all times hereafter, ſhall be there gotten, had or oh tained! 
lieu and ſatis faction of all ſervices, duties, fines, forfcitv" 
made or to be made, claims or demands whatſoever, to 9:8 
us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, therefor or thereabout rc 
made or paid; any grant or clauſe, in a late grant tv cg 
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not and company of ConneQicut colony in America, to the 
atrary thereof in any wife not withſtanding” the aforeſaic 
weatick river having been yielded, after much debate, for 
ed and certain bounds between theſe our {aid colonies, 
the agents thereof, who have alſo agreed, that the ſaid 
weatuck river ſhall alto be called alias Narrogancett or 
rroganſett river, and to prevent future diſputes that others 
{ might ariſe thereby, orever hereafter ſhall be conſtrued, 
ned and taken to be the Narrogancett river, in our late 
nt to Connecticut colony, mentioned as the eaiterly bounds 
that colony. | : | 

id further, our will and pleaſure is, that in ali matters of 
blic controverſies, hic h may tall out between our colony 
Providence plantations, to make their appeal therein to us, 
bens and fucceſſors, for redreſs in ſuch caſes, within this 
realm of Erigtand ; and that it ſhall be lawful to and for 
inhabitants of the ſalid colony of Providence plantations, 
ont let or moleſtation, to pals and repaſs with freedom 
and through the reſt of the Englith colonies, upon their 
ſal and civil eccations, und to converſe and hold come 
ce, and trade with luch of the inhabitants of our otlier 
gliſh colonies, as ſhall be willing to admit them thereunto, 
y behaving themſelves peaceably among them ; any act, 
iſe, or ſentence, in any of the {aid colonies provided, or 
Ari be provided, to the contrary in any wile notwith- 
Wing. . NP. | | 
ind laſtly, we do, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain 
grant unto the ſaid governor and company, and theirſuc- 


vrs, by theſe preſents, that theſe our letters patent ſhall : 


rm, good, eX-&ual, and available, in all things in the law, 
[L intents, conſtructions, aud purpoſes whatſoever, accord- 
to our true intent and meaning herein before declared; 
ſhall be conſtrued, reputed and adjudged, in all caſes, moſt 
urably on the behalf, and for the benefit and behoof of 
ad rovernor and company, and their ſucceſſors, although 
els mention, &c. In witnefe, &c. Witneſs, &c. 
SK Per ipsum rege m. 


be ſlate of Rhode - Iſland and Providence plantations has 
aſſumed a form of government different from that con- 
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ein the ſoregoing chapter. For in that, the king ceded - 
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do the governor and company, all powers, legiflative, eg 
tire, and judicial, reterving to himſetf, as an ackwowieche 


peace, held twice every year for the trial of all cauf tt 


by the laws 3 and no particular ſect can claim pre-cn:inen 


_ 
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ment of his ſovereiguty, a render of the fiftſi part of the k 
and-filver ore that ſhould be found within the territorr, Ty 
overnot; chief magiſtrates, and legiſ}ators are Ciolen ly 4 
e. as uſual, and all judicial and executive ofticer; y 
annually elected by tlie governor and ccmpany, or wper x 
lower houſe of aſſembly: All proceſſes, original a judic 
formerly iſſued in the king's name, but they now iue in 
name of the govetnor and company. The oaths of zi!evizn 
and of office are made conformable to the principles fd 
revolution. The governor, in his legiflative capacity. © 
not give a negative to any act of the two houſes; bu!, in co 
mon with the other magilſttates, has one voice only, _ 
The ſtate is divided into hve couſities, in_eac! of wh 
there is a court of common plea? dtd proeral ſefſions of 


pital, that ariſe within their limits; from which an appe 
lies, to the ſuperior court of judicature, court of allize 
general jail delivery, whoſe jurildiftion extends cver 0 
whole ſtate; and who alſo fit twice a'yeat in each un, 
The conſtitution admits not of religious eftab}iſhments, a 
further than depends upon the voluntary choice of individu 
All men prafeſſing one Supreme Being, are equaily vrotech 
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CONNECTICUT. 


{rrounr or THE CONSTIFUTIGN of CONNECTICUT, 


ONNECTICUT is divided into fix counties, and each 
county is divided into a number of towns. Each town 
4 right to ſend two repreſentatives to the general court 
ſembly, . The general court conſiſts of two branches, 


d of the governor, deputy-goveruor, and twelve aſſiſtants 
ounſellors 3, and the lower houſe of the repreſentatives of 
ſeveral towns. This court has the fole power to wake 
repeal laws, grant levies, diſpoſe of Jands belonging ta 
late, to particular towns and perſons; to ere and ſty le 
catories and officers, as they ſhall ſee neceſſary, for the 
government of the people; alſo to call to account any 
rt, magiſtrate, or other officer, for any miſdemeanor and 

adminiſtration 3 and for juſt cauſe, may fine, diſplace, or 
oye them, ar deal otherwiſe, as the nat urs of the caſe ſhall 
re; and deal or act in any other matter that concerns 
good of the Kate, EXCEPT: the clection of goyernor, depu- 
prernor, aſſiſtants, treaſurer, and ſecretary, which ſhall 


lone by the freemen, at the yearly court of election, un- 


lere be any vacancy, by reaſon of death or otherwiſe, af- 
ie election, which may be filled up by the general court. 
court bas power alſo, for reaſons ſatisfactory to them, 
rant fy {penſion, releaſe, and. jail delivery upon reprieve in 
tal and criminal caſes, The general court has two ſtated 
NS an; ally, on the ſecond Thurſday of May and Octo: 


he governor, or, in * abſence, the deputy-governar, 
(all the aſlembly, on ſpecial ennergencies, to meet at any 


time. NE he governor, deputy-gov ernor, aſſiſtants, and 


* upper and lower houſe. The upper houſe is com- 


F: * * 
— wo a+, ; — —_—_—_— - 
2 Le ü 22 
— PI 
* - — 2 
A G 2 ö _— 
* * - 
_ = 
* 7 » 
— 5 
= _— — A EY 
2 — — 
— » * —— . i 1 — « 
- — __— 1 


» a. 7 
E _— 4s 
__ K 
— — 


— 


= — c 
4 . : 
| 1 4 — 
1908 * 4 - 7 
i W wt. a 8 a l „ 5 * . * "TT 1 5 „ ror mr ghromn ww =. 
| „ W * 4 eh 4 q aero dd 4 : hs tis * 0 2 * Og. 5 „ = 
1 * 
* * 
R ** . 


6 oe Cr ene "=" IE * — ——— 
= — — . 


| 5 Ve, and commiſſioned by the governor, before they be ve pour 
do execute their offices. All the military officers | th 


Yecretary, are aunually elected, on the ſecond Thu: 
May. The repreſentatives are newly choſen for each fy 
ſeſſion. The. judges and.juſtices- are annuslly app inted! 
the general court; the ſame perſons are commonly re.y 
pointed, from time to time, during their capacity to (: 
- unleſs guilty of miſbchaviour. The theriffs are apy oiat:dy 
the governor and” council, without limitation" of time; hy 
may be luperceded, by the authority that appoints then 
Ihe governor, for the time being, is captain-general of tl 
-nitia;_the deputy-governor, lieutenant-general; th oh 
general officers, and the ſield officers,” are \appointed by 
general court, and commiſſioned by the governor, "The 
 aainsand' ſobalterns; are chofen by the vote of the compa 


0 ar — * . * * * : , * * : 
— . add houſeholders, living within the limits of the chung 


the perſons, ſy choſen; nnuſt Le approved by the gene 0 


offices during the pleaſure of the aſſembly; nor cn they 
$gn their commitions without leave of the'capta:.i genen 

ul der penalty of doing duty in the ranks, as private ollie 
The made of electing the governor, deputy-governor, ail 
ants, treaſurer antl ſecretary is, that the freemen in de (et 
ral towns meet on the Monday next aſter the first url 
in April, anaually (being the day appointed by law for th 
__ purpoſe, and clioofing repreſentatives) and give in their vw 
| for the perſons they chooſe for ſaid offices reſpectively, vi 
their names written on a piece of paper, which vo c ar 
- ceived and ſealed up bx a conſtable, in the freemen's ett 
the votes for each of ſaid offices, in a different pupcr—v 
ting on tue outñide tbe name of he town, and the oflice, i 
which votes are given in; which are ſent by the ent 
tives, to tho general court, to be held on the fc uh 
day of May nent enſuing; at which time, after the hole 
repreſentatives have choſen a ſpeaker and clerk, a comm 
is choſen of members of both houſes, to fort and counts 
votes, and declare the names of the perſons ch. col 
offices. Any freeman, qualified to vote for repreicatatit 

1 Kc. may he eleded to any office in the government. [11 
N 1 fing aſſiſt antes, twenty perſons are nominated by the voz 
the feeemen, given in at their meeting for choose e 
ſentatives in September annually, and ſealed up d 1: 


LY 
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4714 
reneral court, in Otober then next; which are counted 
committee of both houſes, and the twenty perſons, who 
e the greateſt number of votes, ſtand in nomination, out 
which number, twelve are to be choſen aſſiſtants by che 
men; the next April, in manner afore deſeribed. 
The qualißcations requiſite to entitle a . to vote iu 
tions of the officers of government, are maturity in years; 
jet and peaceable behaviour, a civil converſation, and forty 
Ilings freehold, or forty pounds perſonal eſtete; if the fe: 
men of the town certify a per ſon qualified iu thoſe ref pects, 
is achnitted a freeman, on his taking an oath of fidelity to 
ſtate. 
The names of all, that are thus Adwitted are enrolled in 
town clerk's office, and continue ebnet during life, un- 
 disfranchiſed by a ſentence of the n court, on con- 
ion of a miſde meanor. 
he governor, or, in his abſence; the deputy-governdr, it 
upper houſe—and the ſpeaker, in the lower hotife of "af. 
bly—have a caſting voice, when the members of the rea- 
ive houfes, including the governor and [peal: er, are equal - 
wided in opinion on any queſtion. 
There is, iu this ſtate, a ſuperior court, conſiſting of one 
f judge and four other judges, who have authority in all | 
wal caſes, extendingito lite, limb, and banifhinent, aid 
ear and determine all civil'aftions, brought by appcal 
n the county courts, or on writs of error. This court al. 
at! authority in all matters of divorce. There are two 
d ſeſſions of the ſuperior court in each county annually. 
here are alſo. county courts held in the ſeveral counties, 
ilting of one judge and four juſtices of the auctum, who 
jari(liCtion in all criminal cafes, ariſing within their 
we counties, where the puniſhment does not extend to 
a mb, or baniſhment. . The county courts alfa Have ori- 
juriſdiction, in all civil actions, wherein the demand ex- 
5 be ty ſhillinge. 
he lupe rior, and county courts try matters of fag by a 
pAccordiag to the courſe of the common law. | 
bltces of the peace have authority to hear and detetwine 
tions, where the demand does not exceed forty Jhil-. [Fl 
* They allo have au: hority in fonie'cates of a criminal At | 


_- pature, puniſhable by fine not exceeding forty filling 


the probate of wills, granting adminiſtratian on inteſſate g 


© Courts; there is no attorney general, but t here uſed to beg 
king's attorney in each county; but ſioce the king ha: ab 


Fr and Fompany, | 


whipping not exceeding ten ſtripes, or fitting in the ſtock, 
This ſtate is alſo divided into a number of probate diſtcig 
leſs than counties; in each of which, is appointed a judge 


tates, appointing guardians for minors, ordering diſtcibyty 
of inteſtate eſtates, kc. An appeal lies, from any decree 
this-court, to the ſupertor court. — 
be ſuperior, county and probate courts appoint ther 
pective clerks, | 1 1 

The general court has, till very lately, been the oy coy 
of chancery in this ſtate. But by a late law, the county cou 
determine matters of equity, from ive pounds, to two hut 
Ared pounds value; the ſuperior court, from two }1194red 
eight hundred pounds value; and the general ailcmb/y,; 
caſes exceeding the laſt mention: d fum. ' 

All attornies at law are admitted and ſworn by the coun 


: 


cated the government, they are now attornies to the gong 


TEE | | | 


CONSTITUTION | - 


NEW-YORK. 


(onsrivorion oF THE S747E OF Ns w-Yor x, 
ablished bythe Convention, authorised and empewered fot 
that Hur pose, April 20, 1777. 1 . 


118 convention, in the name and by the authority of 


declare, that ho authority ſhall, on any pretence whates 
be exerciſed over the people or members of this ſtate, but 
as ſhall be derived from and grauted by them. 

I. This convention doth further, in the name and by the 
hority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain determine; 
declare, that the ſupreme legiſlative po ver within this 
e, hall be veſted in two ſeparate and diftin& bodies of men 
he one to be called, the aſſembly of the ſtate of News 


k—who tegether ſhall! form the legiſlature, and meet 
: at leaſt in every year, tor the diſpatch of buſineſs. 
II. And whereas laws, inconſaſtent with the ſpirit of this 


being, the chancellor, and the judges of the ſupreme 
be, and hereby are conſtituted a council to revile all 


about to be paſſed into laws by the legiſlature; and for 
purpoſe ſhall aſſemble themſelves, from time to time, 


the legiſlature ſhall be convened ; for which, neverthe- 
they thall not receive any ſalary or conſideration, under 
dre tence whatever. And that all bills, which have pal. 


e ſenate and aſſembly, ſhall, before they become laws, 
{*ated to the faid council, for their revifal and conſi- 
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the good people of this ſtate, dot“ ordain, determine, 


tte other to be called, the ſenate of the ſtate of New- 


ſütutlon, or with the public good, may be haſtily and un- 
iedly paſſed ; be it ordained, that che governor for the 


—or any two ef them, together with the goverfior— _ 
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Station; and if, upon Tuch reviſion and confiderntion 
ſhould appear improper to the ſaid council, or a. majurity 
them, that the faid bill it ould become a law of this itate, th 


they return the ſame, together with their objections then 


in writing, to the ſenate or houſe of affemibly (in which cet 
the ſame ſnall have originated) who ſhall enter the © eh 


ſent down by the ceuncil, at large in their minutes, ar pn 
cecd to re- conſider the daid bill. But if, after ſuch re-conj 


deration, two thirds of the ſaid ſenate, or houſe of affen 
ſhall, notwithſtanding the ſaid objections, agree to pls tþ 
ſame, it ſhall, together with the objections, be ſent to 4 
other branch of the legiſlature, here it ſhall aMo be re- con 


dered, and, if e by two thirds of the members prelenl 
hall be a lav. 


And in order to prevent any aces — be it fy 


ther ordained, that if any bill ſhall not be returned by 


council within ten ds after it thall have been pre ſen tech 


fame hall be a law, unleſs the legiſlature ſhall, by thcir | 


journment, render a return of the ſaid bill, within ten d; 
impracticable: in which. caſe, the bill hall be returned 


the firſt day of the meeting of the ieee, after the en 


ration of the laid ten days. 
IV. That the aſſembly ſhall eonfill of. at leaſt leven 
members, to be annually choſen in the ſeveral counties 


the r following, viz. 


For the city and county of New-York, nine. 
. The city and county of Albany, ten. 
- The county of Dutcheſs, seven. 
The covnty+ of Weltcheiter, SIX» 
The county of Ulſter, Sir. 
I The county of Suffolk, five. 4 02 
The county of Queens, four. 
The county of Orange, oft. 
The county of Kings, two. 
The county ot Richmond, 9% 
The county of Tryon, i-. 
Ibe county of Charlotte, four, 
The county of Cumberland, tree. 
The county of Glouceſter, W ) 
bar as ſoon, after the expiration of ſeven renn ( 
que to the. terminationiof the preſent war) ag me) ih 


e | 
its of the electors und mhabitants in this ſtate be taken, 


it (hall appear, that the number of repreſentatives in as- 
by, from the laid counties, is not juſtly proportioned to 


kgiflature do adjult and apportion the ſame by that rule. 


le faid firſt cenſus, a juſt account of the electors, reſident 
ach county, (hall be taken; and if it ſhall therenpon ap- 
r, that the nupber of electors, in any county, ſhall have 
caſed or diminiſhed one or more ſeventieth parts of the 
e nuniber of electors, which, on the ſaid firſt cenſus, ſhall 


ity ſhall be increaſed or diminiſhed accordingly - that is 
x7, one repreſentative for every leventieth part as afore- 


1s of the god people of this ſtate, that voting at elections 
allot would tend more to preferve the liberty and equal 


fore, that a fair experiment be made, which of tholc two 
hods of voting is to be preferred: 

t ordained, that as ſoon as may be, after the termina- 
of the prefent war between the United States of Ameri. 
d Great-Britain, an act or acts be paſſed by the legiſlo- 
of this "ſtate, for cauſing all elections thereafter to be 
in this ſtate, for ſenators a. id repreſentatives in aſſembly, 
by ballot, aud direQing the manner in which the ſume 
de conducted. And whereas it is poſſible, that after all 
we of the legiſlature; in framing the ſaid act or acts, 
an inconvenieneies and miſchiefs, unſoreſcen at this day, 
be found to attend the ſaĩd mode of electing by ballot: 
's further ordained, that if, after a full and fair experi- 
al! be made of voting by ballot aforeſaid, the ſame 


than the method of voting viva voce, it ſhall be law ful 
conſtitutional: for the legiſlature to aboliſh the ſame ; 


tively, ſhall concur therein; And further, that during 
datinuance of the preſent war, and until the legiſlature 


L 2 


er the direction of the legiſlature. And if, on ſuch cen. 


gumber of electors, in the ſaid counties reſpectively, that 


further, that once in every ſeven years, after the taking 


ſound in this (ate, the number of repreſentatives for ſuch 


1. And wherens an opinion hath long prevailed among 


lom of the people, than voting viva voce :, Lo the end, 


_— 
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be found lefs conducive to the ſafery'ar intereſt of the 
ded two thirds of the members, preſent in each houſe. 


bs ſtate ial! provide for the election of ſenators and re- 


* 
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preſentatives in aſſembly, by ballot, the (aid elefiion alle 
made viva voce. 
VII. That every male inhabitant of full age, who ſha 
have perſooally reſided within one of the counties of this 1; 
for fix months immediately, preceding. the day of cd 
ſhall, at ſach-eleQon, be entitled to vote for repre leniatio 
of the ſaid county in aſſembly ; - ik, during the time aforeſaf 
he ſhal! have been a freehglder, poſſeſſing. a freehc 1d of 
value of twenty pounds, within the ſaid county, or have 8 
ed a tene ment therein, of the yengly value of forty {11illing 
and been rated and actually Raid taxes to this ſtate. — Ind 
ded always, that every perſon, who now is a freeman oft 
- city of Albany, or who, was made. a freeman of the city 
New-York, on or befgre the foutteenth day of October, 
the year of our Lord ons thouſand ſeyen hundoed and ſas 
ty-five, and ſhall be actually and uſually refident in ich 
- cities. re{peCtively, ſhall be entitled to vote fas repre fo ati 
in aſſembly, witkin his ſaid place, of reſid lence, 
VIII. That every elector, before be is admitted to 
tall, it required by the returning officer, ox;either of tie 
Qors, take an oath, or, if of the People called quakery 
affirmation, of allegiance to the ſtates, n 
IX. hat the affembly Tage e all chock r 
aun ſpeaker, be judges of their o. members, and roy WR 
ſame pnvileges, and proceed in doi og bußineſs, in 1m 
as the aſſemblies of the colony gf New-VNork of iv: oh 
merly did; and that a majority, of dhe ſaid members 
1 ao tune to time, contre: 4 er Proceed upon N 
bs. es. ' 
| *. * this conventions Joth "ve Whip in the name 
by the authority of the gond people of this fate, orαν 
termine aud n the ſenate of the ſtate of N- 
Hall conſiſt of twenty- four freeholders,; to be choſen oul 
b | the body of the frecholders; and that they be chen 
11 - freeholders of this ſtate, noſed, of frecholds of cle van 
1 1 % - one. hyadredppunds, over and above all debts charged ther 
* XI. That the members gf the ſtznate be elt cled lor WW 
. years; and immediately after the firſt election, the ve di 
by lot into four claſſes, fix in each claſs: and nun beret} | 
| two, three, and ſour; that the ſeats of the men cr: of ii: 
* 5 buſt claſs (hall be tel, at be! expiration of tu Grit) 
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e, may be annually choſer. 
er; that ſo much of this ſtate, as is now parcelled into coun- 
es, be divided into ſour great diſtrias ; the ſouthern diſtrict 
> comprehend the city and county of New-York, Suffolk, 
Veſtcheſtery Kings, Queens, and Richmond counties; the 
dale diſtrict to comprehend the counties of Dutcheſs, Ul- 
er, and Orange; the weſtern diſtrict, the city and county of 
Albany and Pryon county; and the eaſtern diſtrict, the 
unties of Chaplatte, Cumberland, and Glouceſter, Thar 
e ſenators ſhall, be elected by the freeholders of the ſaid, 
iiricts, qualiked as aforefaid, in the proportions following, 
vit; in the ſouthern, diſtrict, nine; in che middle diſtrict, 
in the veſtern diſtrict, ſix; and in the eaſtern diſtrict, 


bree. Ad be it ordained. that a cenſus ſhall be taken, as 


on as may be, after the expiration of {even years from the 
nninat ion of the preſent war, under the directien of the le- 
ature : and if on ſuch cenſus it ſhall appear, that the num- 
r of ſenators is not juſtly proportioned to the ſeveral dis- 
1125, that the legiſlature adjuſt the proportion as near as 


lay be, to the number ot freeholders, qualified as aforeſaid 


each diffi, + That when the number of ele&ors, within 
yol the {aid diſtricts, ſhall have increaſed one twenty - fourth 
ut of the Whole number of eleQors, which by the faid ceu - 
„ hall be found to be in this ſtate, an additional ſenator 
jall be chofen by the electors of ſuch diſtrict. That a ma- 
nity of the number of ſenators, to be choſen as atoreſaid, 
all be neceſſary to conſtitute a ſenate, ſufficient to proceed 
don buſneſs; and that the ſenate ſhall, in like manner with 
e aſſembly, be the judges of its own members. And be it ors 


* 


Panties andhdiſtricts, as ſhall to them appear neceſſarxr. 
XIII. And this convention doth further; in the name 
aby the authority of the good people of this ſtate, or- 
In, determine, and declare, that no member of thig tate 
al be disfranchiſed, or deprived of any of the rights, or 


he end, that the fourth part of the ſenate, as nearly a8 7 _ 


FA 
XII. That the election of ſenators ſhall be after this man- 


dived, at ät hall be in the power of the future !egiflatures 
this ſtate, for the convenience and advantage of the good > 
ople tliercoſ to diyide the ſame into ſuch further and other 


wileges ſecured to the ſubjects of this ſtate by this conſti- 
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hens Ca®7)2) 
wmiiop, unleſs by the law of the land, or the judgment of |, 


. XIV. That neither the aſſembly nor the ſenate ſtiall ha 
tze power to adjourn themſelves, for any longer tine chan 
two days, without the mutual conſent of both. | 
XV. That whenever the aſſembly and ſenate diſac-ree, q 
conference ſhall be held, in the preſence bf both, ard be ma 
n by committees, to be by them reſpectively choſen by 
ot. That the doors both of the ſenate and afſembly ſhall 
at all times be kept open to all perſons, except when the wel. 
fare of the ſtate ſhall require their debates to be kept (cre, 
And the journals of all their proceedings ſhall be kept, in tie 
manner beretofore accuſtomed by the general a. n(bly of ue 
colony of New-York; aud 4-xcept ſuch parts as they {hall 
as aforeſaid, re ſpectively determine not to make public) be 
from 2 to day (if the buſineſs of the legiſlature will permit) 
XVI. It is nevetthelefs provided, that the number of fe. 
tors ſhall never exceed one hundred, nor the number cf i. 
fembly three hundred; but that whenever the number of fe 
nators ſhall amount to one hundred, or of the aſſenbly to 
three hundred, then and in ſuch caſe, the legiſlature bal 
7 | from time to time thereafter, by laws for that purpoſe, aypos 
tion and diſtribute the ſaid one hundred ſenators, and three 
'  hundredrepreſentatives, among the great diftrifts a. d couns 
ties of this ſtate, in proportion to the number of their reſpec 
tier electors; fo that the repreſentation of the good peopt 
of this ſtate, both in the ſenate and aſembly, ſhall toreve 
remain proportionate and adequate. 
XVII. And this convention doth further, in the name 
and by the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordatt 
determine, and declare, that the ſupreme executive pov 
and authority of this ſtate ſhall be veſted in a goverhor; 
/|' that Natedly, once in every three years, and as often as lf 
feat er ſhall become vacant, a wife and Ciſcret 
1 free holder of this ſtate ſhall be, by hallot, elected governdh 


dy the freebolders of this ſtate, qualified, as before deſcribed 
to eiect ſenators 3 which ele ions ſhall be always held at thi 


dimeg places of chooſing repreſentatives in aſſembly {ox 
cackTeſpeQive county ; and that the perſon, who hath 


| C2401 t F "i 
-xteſt number of votes within the ſaid ſtate, ſhall be govern - 
r thereof, TE 5 1 ' ou ö 
XVIII. That the governor ſhall continue. in office three 
ears and ſhall, by virtue of his office, be general and com- 
ander in chief ot all the militia, and admiral of the navy of 
is ſtate; that he ſhall have power to convene the aſſembly 
od ſenate on extraordinary occallons; to prorogue them. 
om time to time. provided ſuch prarogations ſhall not ex- 
ed fixty days in the ſpace of any one year; and, at his dif. 
etion, to grant reprieves and pardons to perſons. convicted 
F crimes, other than treaſon or murder, ip which he may 
ſpend the execution of the ſentence, until it ſhall be report- 
| to the TJegiflature at their ſubſequent meeting; and ry 
all either pardon, or direct the execution of the criminal, 
grant a further reprieve. . Th Ag A. 
XIX. That it ſhall be the duty of the governor to inform 
e legiſlature, at every ſeſſion, of the condition of the ſtate, 
far as may reſpect his department; to recommend fuch 
atters to their conſideration, as hall appear to him to con- 
rn its good government, welfare, and proſperity; to cor- 
pond with the continental congreſs, and other ſtates ; ta. 
afact all nece ſſary buſineſs, with the officers of government, 
nl and military; to take care that the laws are faithfully. 
ecuted, to the beſt of his ability; and to expedite. all luck 
aſures, as may be reſolved upon by the legiſlature. 
XX. That a lieuterant-governor ſhall, at every eled ion 
a governor, (and as often as the lieutenant-governor ſhall 
reſign, or be removed from office), be elected. in the ſame 
ner with the governor, to continue in office until the, 
xt election of a goyernor; and ſuch heutenapt-goyernor 
ul, by virtue of his office, be preſident of the. ſenate, and 
bb an equal diviſion have a caſting voice in their deciſions, 
t not vote on any other occaſion, | 
And in caſe of the.impzachment of the governor, or his re- 
ral from office, death, reſignation, or abſence from the. 
e, the teutenant-governor ſhall exerciſe all the power and 
bority appertaining to the office of governor until another. 
choſen, or the governor, abſent or impeached, ſhall return 
be acquitted. Provided, that where the governor ſhall, 
h the conſent of the legiſlature, be out of the late, in time 


ur at the head of a military force thereof, he ſhall Rill 
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to elect one of their own members to the office of preſident q; 


| 8 ſhall be impeached, dilplaced, reſign, die, or be d. 


* 
5 


branc 


mall, once in every year, openly nominate and appoint one 


or the 8 of the ſenate, (when _ ſhall rc 
reſi 


. Pleaſure; that all commiſſioned officers, civil and toilita 


s 


FFT 
continue in his command of all the military force of dhe ty 
both by ſea and land. | 5 

XXI. That whenever the government ſhall be adnini, 
tered by the lieutenant-governor, or he ſhall be unable t) l. 
tend as preſident of the ſenate, the ſenators, ſhall have popet 


the ſenate, whith he fhall exerciſe pro Har vice, Aud ifdy, 
ing Tuch vacancy of the office of governor, the licuterau, 


ent from the ſtate, the preſident of the ſenate ſha!l, in like 
manner as the lieutenant-governor, adminiſter the govern 
ment, until others ſhall be elected by the ſuffrage of tl: Pegs 
ple, at the ſucceeding election. 
XXII. And this convention doth further, in the name 
and by the authority of the good peo; le of this fate, ordain 
determine and declare, that the treaſurer of this Rate {hill by 
appointed by act of the legiſlature, to originate with the af 
mar © provided that he ſhall not be elected out of che 
of the legiſlature; e $100 4, 
XXIII. That all officers, other than thoſe who, by tii 
conſtitution, are directed to be otherwiſe appoir ted, (hall by 
appointed in the manner following, to wit—The aTcml! 


che ſenators from each grgat diſtrict, which ſenators 9:3)! ford 
a councll for the pol ent of the Taid officers, of sich 
the governor for the time being, or the ea 
pective 
Adminiller the government) ſhall be preſident, and have I 
_— voice, but no other vote; and with the advice and col 
ſent of the ſaid council, ſhall appoint all the ſaid offer 
and that a majority of the ſaid council be a quorum. An 
further, the ſaid ſenators ſhall not be eligible to the ſaid cou 
ell tor two years ſucceſſi vel. ot by 


XXIV. That all nfilitary officers be appointed dur 


commiſſioned by the governor; and that the chancelah 

the judges of the ſupreme court, and firſt judge of the cou 

cc in every county, hold their offices during good brit 
„bur, or until they ſhall have reſpectively attaincd the 


kürt) years. | 8 | 
XXV. That the chancellor, and judges ef che ſopt 


<Q 131 ) 
wit, ſhall not, at the ſame time, hold any other office, ex- 
ating that of delegate to the general congreſs, upon ſpecial 
calions; and that the firſt judges of the county courts, in 
e ſeveral counties, ſhall not, at the ſame time, hold an 
her office, excepting that of ſenator, or delegate to the ge- 
ral congreſs. But if the chancellor, or either of the faid 
Ages, be elected or appointed to any other office, excepting 
is before expepted, it ſhall be at his option in which to 
rre. 8 | | 
XXVI. That ſheriffs and coroners be annually appoint- 
and that no perſon hall be capable of holding either of 
e laid offices more than four years fucceſſively; nor the 
riff of holding any other office at the ſame time, 85 0 
XXVII. And be it further ordained, that the regiſter, 
| clerks in chancery, be 8 by the chancellor; the 
cs of the ſupreme court, by the Judges of the ſaid court ; 
clerk of the court of e ate, by the judge of the ſaid 
urt; and the regiſter and marſhal of the court of admiral- 
by the judge of the admiralty. The ſaid mar(Þ>!, regiſters, 
clerks, to continue in office during the pleaſure of thoſe 
whom they axe to be . as aforeſaid. 
And that all attornies, ſolicitors, and counſellors at law, 
reafter to he appointed, be appointed by the court, and li- 
ſed by the firſt judge of the court in which they ſhall reſ- 
lively. plead of practiſe; and be regulated by the rules 
d orders of the Taid courts. „ 58 | | 
XVIII. And be it further ordained, that where, by 
convention, the duration of any office ſhall not be aſcer- 
d, ſuch office ſhall be conſtrued to be held during the 
ure of the council of appointment—provided that new 
miſſions ſhall he ifſved to judges of the county courts 
ber than to the firſt jud e) and to juſtices of the peace, 
ent the leaſt in every three years. SEES tbe 
XIX. That town clerks, ſuperviſors, aſſeſſors, conſta- 
„collectors, and all other officers heretofore eligible by 
people, ſhall always continue to be ſo eligible; in the mar- 
Ureed by the preſent or future acts of the legiſlature. 
be loan officers, Equnty treaſurers, and clerks of the ſu» 
ſiſors, continue to be appointed in the manner directed by 
preſent or future acts of the legiſlature, 7 
XX. That delegates to repreſent this ſtate in the ge- 


. 
neral congreſs of the United States of America, be aun 
appointed as follows, to wit The ſenate and aſſc . [1 
each openly nominate as many perſons as ſhall be ecnaltoty 
whole number of delegates. to be appointed; after whig 
nomination, they all meet together and thoſe perſons, nuns 
ed in both liſts, ſhall be delegates ; and out of hoe per 
ſong whoſe names are not in bath lifts, one half hall be ch 
ſen by the joint ballot of the Tenators and members of allen 
bly, ſo met together as aforeſaid, REY 
XXXI. That the ſtyle of all laws ſhall be as oon 
to wit“ Be it Znacted by the people of the ſtate of Ney 
York, repreſented in ſenate and aflembly :” And that 4 
apc Ha other proceedings ſhall run in the name f th- je 
"ble of tbe state of New-York, ànd be teſted in the n - oi th 
chancellor, or chief judge of the court from whence g 
ſhall . ee {pod 
' XX XU. And this convention doth further, in th- n1 
and by the authority of the good pevple of this tate, 0:9an 
determine, and declare, that a court ſhall be inſtituted tor 
trial of impeachments, and the correCtion of errors, under 
regulations which ſhall be cHabliſhed by the legiſlature; u 
to confilt of the pre ident of the ſenate, for the tj: bein 
and the ſenators, chancellor, and judges of the ſupr con 
or the major part of them; except, that when an gd 
ment hall be proſecuted again{ che chancellor, or eite 
the judges of the ſupreme court, the perſon. ſo ache 
ſhall be ſuſpended from exercifng his office, unt!!! an 
tal: and in like manner, when an appeal, from a decree! 
equity, mail be heard, the chancellor hall inform th. ant 
et the reaſons of his decree, but ſhall not bave a voice ind 
final „ And if che cauſe to be determined all 
Brought up by writ of error, on a queſtion of lau, on « ju! 
ment in the ſupreme court, the judges of that court al 
{ipn the reaſons of ſuch their judgment, but ſha!} nt bait 
voice Tor its affirmance or reverſal, . _ 
XXXIII. That the power of impeaching a en 
ie ſtate, for mal and corropt conduch in their roi) 1 
Hiees, be veiled in the r epreſentatives A the people in ak 


"bly ; bat that, it ſhall always be neceſſary, the two th 
of. the members prilont {hajl conſent to and agree n 
impeachment. That previous to the trial of every i 


I 
ent. That previous to the trial of every imneachment, the 
embers of the ſaid court ſhall relpectively be ſworn, truly 
U impartially to try and determine the charge in queſtion, 
cording to evidence; and that no judgment of the ſaid court 
ll be valid unleſs it be aſſented to by two third parts of the 
embers then preſent ; nor ſhall it extend farther than to re- 
oval from office, and diſqualification to hold and enjoy any 
ace of honour, truſt or profit, under this ſtate. But the par- 
\ ſo convicted, ſhall be, nevertheleſs, liable and ſubject to 
ligament, trial, judgment, and puniſhment, according tothe 
ws of the land. - 

XXXIV. And it is further ordained, that, in every tri» 
on impeachment, or indictment for crimes or mildemcan- 
„ the party impeached or indi ted mall be allowed counſel, 
in civil actions. 

XXXV. And this convention doth further, in the name 
d by the authority of the gobd people of this ſtate, ordain, 
termine, and declare, that ſuch parts of the common law of 
and, and of the ſtatute law of England and Great-Bri- 
In, anc. cf the acts of the legiſlature of the colony of New- 
rk, as together did form the law of the ſaĩd colony on the 
th day of April, in the year of our Lord one thouſand feven 
ndred and ſeventy-five, hall be and continue the law of 
6 ate, ſubject to ſuch alterations and proviſions as the le- 
ature of this Nate ſhail, from time to time, make concerns. 
the fame, That ſuch of the ſaid aQts as are temporary, 
Wl expire at the times limited ſor their duration reſpe ctive- 

That al} ſuch parts of the ſaid common law, and all ſuch 
the ſaid ſtatutèes and ads aforeſaid, or parts thereof, as may 
conſtrued to eſtabliſh or maintain any particular denomi- 

on of Chriſtians or their miniſters, or concern the allegi- 

e heretofore yielded to, and the ſupremacy, ſovereignty, 
ernment, or prerogatives, claimed or exerciſed by the king 
neat-Eritain, and his predeceſſors, over the colony of New- 
* and its inhabitants, or are repugnant to this conſtitu- 
be, and they hereby are, abrogated and rejected. And 
convention doth further ordain, that the reſolves or reſo- 
dns of the cengredſes of the colony of New-York, and of 
convention of tHſtate of New-York, now in force. and 
repugnant to the government eftablithed by this conſtitu- 
hell be conſidered as making part of the laws of vhis 
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as the legiflature of chis ſtate may from time to time, ma 
concerning the fame. | 


bende, within this fate, qnade'by the king o Great. hid 


be null and void; but that nothing in this conſtitution o 


Indians, in contracts made for their lands, have. in Civert 


fale of lands, made fince the fourreenth day of October, in 
year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and {evi 
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tate; ſubjett nevertheleſs: to ſuch alterations aud proviſq 


XXXVI. And be it further ordained, that a1] wrantss 


or perfons acting under his authority, after the 14th diy 4 
October, one thoufand ſeven hundred and feyenty-fve, hi 


tained, ſhall be confirued to affect any grants of land, wird 
this tate, made by the authority of the faid king or his ot 
dece ſſors, or to annul any charters to bodies, pofitichy hind 
them, or any of them, made prior to that day. And th 
none of the {ard charters hall be adjudged to be void, by 
fon of any nonuier or miſuſer of any of their re ſpective righ 
or privileges, between the nineteenth day of April, int 
year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven 
Sve, and the publication of this conſtitution. And furt 
that all ſuch of the SKicers deſer had in the fai charteisn 
peQively, as, by the terms of the {aid charters were to be 
pointed by the governor-of the colony of New-Y ok, with 
without the advice and conſent of the council of the {id hin 
in the ſaid colony, ſhall henceforth be appointed b. the ca 
cil eftabliſhed by this conſtitution, for the appoint neut of 
cers in this ſtate, until otherwiſe directed by the legiſlatu 

XXXVII. And whereas it js of great importance tot 
ſafety of this ſtate, that peace and amity with the india 
within the ſame, be at all times ſupported and mwotaing 
and whereas the'frauds, too often practiſed towards the 


ſtances, been productive of dangerous diſcontents and ail 
fities ; Be it ordained, that no purchaſ# or contracts ö 


five, or which may hereafter be made with or of tt. ſaid 


dians, within the limits of this ſtate, ſhall be binding 0 [ 
{aid Indians, or deemed valid, unleſs made under the autl e, 
ty, and with the conſent of the legiſlature of this ſtate. dd 

XXXVIII. And whereas we are required, by the ech 
volent principles of rational liberty, not only to <xpe1 cv, 
ranny, vut alſo to guard againſt that ſpiritual opp" 110 WM: n 


intolerance, wherewith the bigotry and ambition ct Wd 


g 6535 9 

Eels and Princes have ſcourged mankind ; this cohvention. 
th further, im the name and by the authority of the good, 
e of this; ſtate, ordain, determine, and declare, that thè 
» exerciſe and enjoy ment of religious profeſſion and wor- 
p without diſerimination or preference, {ha}l forever here- 
er be allowed, within this ſtate; to all mar kind. Provided 
it the liberty; of con ſcience herehy granted, ſhall not be Vo 
aſtraed, as to excuſe acts of licentiouſneſs, or juſtify, pract i. 
inconßhiſtent with the peace or: ſatety of this ſtate. 
XXXIX. And-whereas the m'niſters of the goſpel are; by 
ir profeſſiony dedicated to the tervice of God and the care 
ſouls, and ougbt not to be diverted from the great duties 
their kunction; therefore no miniſter of the goſpel, or prieſt 
any. denomination whatioever, hall, at any time liercalter, 
der any pretence or deſcription whatever, be eligible ro of 
mble of holding any civil or, military office or place within 
bs ate. 
XL. And whereas it is of the utmoſt importance to the 
ety of every ſtate, that it ſhould always be in a condition 
defence; 'anditis the duty of every man, whe qoys the 
tection of {ociety, to be prepared and willing to defend it; 
convention, therefore, in the name and by the authority 
the good people of this tate, doth ordain, determine, and 
are, that the militia of ths ſtate, at all times hereafter, 
rell in peace as in war, ſhall be armed, and diſciplined, and 
readineſs for ſervice. That all ſuch of the inhabitants of 
s ſtate (being of the people called quakers) as, from ſcru- 
s of conſcience, may be averſe to the bearing of arms, be 
refrom excuſed by the legiſlature ; and do pay to the ſtate 
h fums of money, in lieu of their perſonal ſervice, as the 
e may. in the judgment of the legiſlature, be worth: And 
ta proper magazine of warlike ſtores, proportionate to the 
aber of inhabitants, be, forever hereaſter, ar the expenſe 
ls ſtate, and by acts of the legiſlature, *ſtabliſhed, main- 
ed, and tontinued, in every county in this ſtate. 

LI. And this convention doth further ordain, deter- 
e, and declare, in the name and by the authority of the 
A people of this ſtate, that trial by jury, in all caſes in 
a it bath heretofore been uſed in the colony of New- 
k, ſhall be eſtabliſhed, and remain inviolate forever. And 
do aQs of attainder ſhall be paſſed by the legiſlature of 
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© this fate, for crimes other than thoſe committed U- 1; i 
| termination of the preſent war; and that ſuch acts agg 
work a corruption of blood. Aud further, that the gi 
ture of this ſtate ſhall, at no time hereafter, inſtitutc nne 
court or courts, but ſuch as ſhall proceed according tone 
courſe of the common law. Y | 
XLII. And this convention doth further, in the tune 
and by the authority of the good people of this ſtat. ort 
determine, and declare, that it hall be in the diſcretion of th 
legiſlature to naturaltze all fuch perſons, and in ſuch mane 
45 they ſhall think proper; provided all tuch of the perten 
o to be by them naturalized, as being born in parts van 
ſea, and out of the United States of America, ſhall comet 
fettle in, and become ſabjeQs of this ſtate, ſhall take an oat 
of allzg iavce to this ſtate, and abjure and renounce all alleg 
ance and ſubjeftion to all and every foreign king, prince, 
teutate, and ſtate, in all matters, eccleſiaſtical, as 1! as ci 


| By Order, TI 
h LEONARD GANSEVOORT, Pres. To en 
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{THEREAS all the conſtitutional authority, ever poſ- 

ſeſſed by the kings of Great - Britain, over thele colo- 
or their other dominions, was, by compact, derived trom 
people, and held of them for the common intereſt of the 
le ſociety ; allegiance and protection are, in the nature 
things, reciprocal ties each equally depending upon the 


withdrawn And whereas George the Third, king of 
at-Britain, has refuled protection to the good people of 
ſe colonies z and by aſſenting to ſundry acts of the Britith 
liament, attempted to ſubject them to the abſolute domi- 
n of that body; and has alſo made war upon them in the 
i cruel and unnatural manner, for no other caule than al. 
117 their juſt rights; all civil authority nader him is ne- 
ily at an end, and a diſſolution of government in each 
ny bas conſequently taken place. 

ind whereas, in the preſent deplorable ſituation of theſe 
pnies, expoſed to the fury of a cruel and relentleſs enemy, 
e form of govertiment is abſolutely yeceſiary, not only 
the preſervation of good order, but alſo the more efſectu- 
to unite the people, and enable them to exert their whole 
e in their own neceſſary defence; and as the honourable 
continental congreſs, the ſupreme council of the Awmnes i» 
colonies, has adviſed ſuch of the colonies as have not yet. 
e into the meaſure, to adopt for themſelves reſpectively, 
b government as ſhall beſt conduce to their own happinets 
latety, and the well-being of America in general: — We, 
repreſentatives of the colony of New. Jerſey, having bee: 
ad by all the counties in the freeſt manuer, and in con- 
H aſſembled, have, after mature deliberation, agreed upon 
dof charter rights and the form of a Conſtitution ji man- 
following, viz. Lo 
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er, and liable to be diffolved by the other's being refuſed 
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this colony, until the ſecond Tueſday in October, Hen 


_ aſlembly, unleſs he be, and have been, for one who!t var 
before the election, an inhabitant of the county he is to re 


real and perſonal eſtate, in the Tame county; that, on the! 


{_ Hall be a quorum of the council for doing butine!:, 


(133 ) 

I. That the government of this province ſhall he veſte 
in a governor, legitlative council, and general aT-mh'y, 

II. That the legiſlative council, and genera! ay; 
ſhall be choſen, for the firſt time, on the ſecond Tull: * 
Auguſt next; the members whereof ſhall be the n. 
number and qualifications as are herein after mention ; w 
ſhall be and remain veſted with all the powers and anten 
to be held by any future legiilative council 2ud af hes 


be in the. year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred a 
ſeventy-ſeven. | 

III. That on the ſecond Tueſday in Ober x 
every year forever (with the privilege of adjonr:1.n, {a 
day to day, as occaſion may require) the countic- hall fer 
rally chooſe one perſon, to be a member of the leg 
council of this colony, who ſha!! be, and have he-n, (0 
Whele year next before the election, an inhabit t th 
boer in the county in which he is. choſen, and vc. 5+ 4 
one thouſand pounds proclamation money, of rea! et 
al eſtate, within the ſame county; that, at the n 
each county ſhall alſo chooſe three members of πνπ 
provided that no perfon ſha!l be entitled to a feat in 1+ i 


ſent, and worth five hundred pounds proclamat ion move! 


cond Tue ſday next after the day of election, the conncill 
allembly ſhall ſeparately meet; and that the conſ-11t ale 
Houſes ſhall be neceſſary to every law. — provided, that it 


and 


1 


no law ſhell pals, unleſs there be a majority of all the 
ſentatives of each body perſonally preſent, andag acc ing tit 
to. Provided always, that if a majority of th- repreitl 
tives of this province, in council and general aſſembly 6 
vened, ſliall, at any time or times hereafter, judge it eqn 
ble and proper, to add to or diminiſh the number or prof 
tion of the members of aſſembly for any county or une 
this colony, then, and in ſuch caſe, the ſame 14”, 9 

principles of more equal repreſentation, be lawfully (orc! 
thing in this charter to the contrary notwithſtanding 0 
the whole number of repreſentatives in afſembly ſill 9 
a7 We, be leſs than thirty-nine- 


] 


7 


05 ('r39 ) 
TW. That all inhabitants of this cofony, of Full age, who 


worth fifty pounds proclamation mvtey, eftiue in the 
ne; and have refided within the county 1 whack tho claim 
yote for twelve months 1 e. 12100 precedin;? . glecti- is 


all be entitled to vote for repreſentatives in conch 50 45 
mbly ; and alſo ſor other he officers, that (H os 
fed by the people ot the ount, larye. 
V. That the affenibly, when met, ſhit} have power £© 
ole a ſpeaker, and other their offices; to be judges of 
e qualifications and elections of their own m* bers ; fit up- 
their own adjournments ; prepare bill, to be paſſed into 
Is; and to empewer their ſpeaker to convene tm, whene 
er any extraordinary occurrence ſhall render it necelTary, 
VI. That the council halt alſo have power to prepare 
IIs to paſs into laws, and have other live powers 25 the an 
mhly, and in all reſpecis be a free and independent branch 
the legiſlature of this colony; fave only, chat they ſnall 
t prepare or alter any money bill which ſhall be the pri- 
lege of the aſſembly: that the council hall, from time to 
me, be convened by the governor or vice-prelzdent, but muſt 
convened, at all times, when the affembly its ; for which 
poſe the ſpeaker of the houſe of aflembly ſhall always, in- 
diately after an adjournment, give notice to the governs» | 
or vice-preſident, of the time and place to which the houſe | 
adjourned. , 1 
VII. That the council and afſembly jolntly, at their frſt 1 
eting alter each annual election, ſhall, by a majority of 
tes, elect ſome fit perſon within the colony to be governor 
one year, who ſhall be conſtant preſtdent of the council, 
d have a caſting vote in their proceedings ; and that the 
wcil themfelves ſhall chooſe a vice - preſident, who ſhall act 
luch ia the abſence of the governors ; 
VIII. That the governor, or, in his abſence, the vice. | 
ſdent ok the council, ſhall have the ſupreme executive l 
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ver, be chancellor of the colony, and act as captain- gene- 
aud commander in chief of all the militia, and other mili- | 

Ty force in this colony; and that any three or more ot the y 

uncil mall, at all times, be a privy council to conſult them; 1 


d that the goverud be ordinary or ſurrogate-general.. | it | 

IX. That the governor and council, (ſeven whereof ſhall . 
4 . 0 1771 

ü quogum) be the court of appeals, in the laſt re ſort, in al! 


1 
— 


6 66 140 
z Clauſes of law, as heretoſore; and that they - poſſeſ; g. 
power of granting pardons to criminals, after condemnario, 

in all caſes of treaſon, felony, or other offences, 

X. That captains, and all other inferior officers of th 
militia, ſhall be choſen by the companies, in the reſpedie 
counties z bat field and general officers by the couuci! ul 
aſſembly. | 

XI. That the council and aſſembly ſhall have power t 
make the great ſeal of this colony, which challbe kept hy the 

\ governor, or, in his abſence, by the vice-preſident of th 
council, to be uſed by them as occaſion may require ; andi 
thall be called, The great Seal of the tolany of New. Jersey. 
XII. Thar the judges of the fupreme court hall cot 
nue in office for ſeven years; the judges of the infericr court 
of common pleas in the ſeveral counties, juſtices of the peacy 

{Vii clerks of the ſupreme court, clerks of the inferior court d 

common pleas and quarter ſe ſſions, the attorney-zencral, ard 

4 provincial ſecretary, ſhall continue in office for fe pear 

and the provincial treaſarer ſhall continue in offige ſor ons 

year; and thut they ſhall be ſeverally appointed by be com 

' eil and alſembly, in manner aforeſaid, and commiſſioned 

4 the governar, or, in his abſence, the vice-preſideut ot th 
council. Provided always, that the ſaid officer lever 

all be capable of being re- appointed, at the end of the tern 
ſeverally before limited; and that any of the faid office 
Mall be liable to be difmiſſed, when adjudged guilty of mi 
behnviour, by the council, on an impeachment of the een 
bly. 5 
| III. Thot the inhabitants of each county, quali:at 
vote as aforeſaid, ſhall at the time and place of eleCi:.12 th 
repfteſentatives, annually eleck one theriff, and 1 or me 
coroners; and that they may re-elect the ſame perio! 
fuck offices, until te thall have ſerved three year:, Hit! 
longer; after which, three years muſt elaple before the ſan 
perſon is capable of being ele ded again. When the elects 
is certified to the governor, or vice-preſident, under the #1206 
of fix freeholders of the county for which they were cles 
they ſhall be immetiately commiſſioned to {erve in 8 
pective offices. F CATE p 

XIV. That the townlhips, at their annual town mee 

for cleQing other officers, all chooſe conſtabics % KA 
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of good character, to h&r and finally determine all ap- 
e relative to um juſt aſſeſſments, in caſes of public taxa- 
; which commiſſioners of appeal ſhall, for that purpoſe, 
at {ome ſuitable time or times, to be by them appointed, 
made known to the people by advertiſements. "Bt 

KV. That the laws of the colony ſtall begin in the fol- 
ng ſtyle, viz. „Be it enated by the council and gener: 


ity of the ſame: that all commiſſions, granted by the 
rermor or vice-prefident, ſhall run thus“ The colony of 
. lerſey to A. B. &c. greeting:“ and that all writs ſhall 
wiſe run in the name of the colony: and that all indi- 
nts ſhall conclude in the following manner, via.“ Againſt 
peace of this colony, the government and dignity of the 
hp 0 Tip ; 
VI. That all criminals ſhall be admitted to the {ame pri- 
ges of witneffes and counſel, as their proſecutors are or 
be entitled to. 

VII. That the eftates of ſuch perſons as ſhali deſtroy 
ir own lives, ſhall not, for that offence, be forteited; but 
I deſcend in the fame manner, as they would have done, 
ſuch perſons died in the naturat way; nor ſhall any arti- 
 Wrich may occaſion accidentally the death of any one, 
bence ſorth deemed a deodand, or in anywile forfeited, on 
ount of ſuch misfortune. 

VIII. That no perſon ſhall ever, within this colony, 
deprived of the ineſtimable privtlege of worſhipping Al- 
ty God in a manner agreeable to the dictates of his own 
Icience ; nor, under any pretence whatever, be compelled 
bitend any plice of worſhip contrary to his own faith and 
gment ; nor ſhall, any perſon within this colony, ever be 
iged to pay, tithes, taxes, or any other rates, for the pur- 
of building or repairing any other church or churches, 
e or places of worſhip, or for the maintenance of any mi- 
i or miniſtry, contrary to what he believes to be right, or 
deliberately or voluntarily engaged kimfelf to perform. 
IX. That there ſhall be no eſtabliſhment of avy one re- 
ous {ect in this province, in preference to another; and 
* bo proteſtant inhabitant of this colony ſhall be denied 
moment of any civil right, merely on account of bis 


& reſpectively; and alſo three or more judicious free hold- 


ably of this colony, and it is hereby enacted by the au- 
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religious principle: ; but that all perſons, proſe ſſing a belid 
in the faith of any proteſtant ſect, who ſhall demc1: then 
ſelves pcaceably vader the government; as hereby e3:)iſy 
{hail be capable of being eleQed into any office ot proitg 
truſt, or being a member of either branch of the Je: 1:tyn 
and ſhall fully and freely enjoy every-privilege aud immun 
enjoyed by others their fellow ſubjects. | 

XX. That the legiflative department of this corny 
may, as much as poſſible; be preſerved from all {u{piciong 
corruption; one of the judges: of the ſupreme or other coun 
ſheriſſs, or any other perſon oc perſons poſſe ſſed of any pul 
profit under the government, other than juſtices of the pt 
ſhall be entitled to a ſeat in the aflembly; but that, on þ 
being elected, and taking his ſeat, his office or poſt (hall 
con ſidered as vacant: + 

XXI. That all the laws of this province, contained inth 
edition lately publiſhed by Mr. Allinſon, {all be and rend 
in full force, until altered by the legiſlature of this cal 
(ſuch only excepted, as are incompatible with this chat 
and ſhall be; according as heretofore; regarded in a 
by all civil officers, and others, the good people of this g 
vince. | 
XXII. That the common law of England, as well es 
much of the ſtatute law, as have been heretofore p:3:iſed 
this colony, ſhall remain in force, until they hail be alen 
by a future law of the legiſlature ; ſuch parts only cc 


ns are repugnant to the rights and privileges contain int! 
charter; and that the ineſtimable right of trial by u i 
remain confirmed as a part of the law of this co!o:y, vi 
out repeal, forevers 

XXIII. That every perſon, who ſhall be cle&-1 2: ao 
faid to be a member of the legiſlative council, or hov'* df 
ſembly, ſhall, previous to his taking his feat in council of 
ſembly, take the following oath or afftrination, vis. 

« 1, A. B. do ſolemnly declare, that, as a men ber 0f! 
legiſlative council [or agen iy, as the case may Ge: ct 
colony of New-Jerſey, 1 will not affent to any lav. vote 

oceeding winch ſhall appear to me mjurious to the val 
welfare of ſaid colony, nor that ſhall annul or repeat; 
of the third lection in the charter of this colony, wiic? 


bliſhes, that the elections of members of the egit? 
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land aNembly fhall be annual; nor that part oꝰ the twenty- 
cond ſection in ſaid charter, reſpeCting the trial by jury, 
r that ſhall annul, repeal, or alter any part or parts of the 
ghteenth or nineteenth ſections of the ſame.” e 
And any perſon or perſons, who ſhall be elected as afore- 
id, is hereby empowered to adminiſter to the ſaid members 
e ſaid cath or affirmation, | 
Provided always, and it is the true intent and meaning of 
is congrels, that if a reconciliation between Great-Britain 
d theie colonies ſhould take place, and the latter be taken 
ain under the prote tion and government of the crown of 
tain, this Charter {hall be null and void-—otherwile to re 
ain frm and inviolable. | 8 | 

In PaovINCIlail. CoxcGRESS, New-Jerſey, 
Burlington, July 2, 1776. 


By order of Congreſ:, 
SAMUEL TUCKER, Prez, 
Extract from the minutes, | 
Wirntam PATTERSON, Segretary, 
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CoxnsSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF Pg 
As rutiſied in convention, the 24 day of September, 1790, 


; \ T7 E the people of the commonwealth of Pennſylyaj 
ordain and eſtabliſh this cenſtitution for its goren 


ments 


| ARTICLE I. 

I. The legiflative power of this commonwealth flialll 
veſtedl in a general aſſembly, Which ſhall conſiſt of a {cnate; 
houſe of repreſentattves. i 

II. The repreſentatives ſhall be choſen annuzlly, byt 
citizens of the city of Philadelphia, and of each countyr 
pectively, on the ſecond Tueſday of October, 

III. No perſon ſhall be a repreſentative who fnal'8 
have attained the age of twenty-one years, aud bave bel 
citizen and inhabitant of the ſtate three years vext preced 
his election, and the laſt year thereof an jnhabitznt of :te0 
or county, in which be ſhall be choſer ; unlefs be frat 
been abſent on the public buſinefs of the United Stuten 
this ſtate. No perſon, refiding within any city, toi or 

"rough, which ſhall* be entitled to a ſeparate repreſentati 
all be elected a member for any county; nor ub any} 
- Ton, reliding without the limits of any ſuch city, town 71 

rough, be elected a member therefor. . 
IV. Within three years after the firſt me tir; of e 
neral aſſombly, and within every ſubſequent tern of ſ 
years, an enumeration of the taxable inhabitan:s hal 
made, in ſuch manner as ſhall be directed by law. ben 
der of repreſentatives Mall, at the ſeveral periods of 1 
ſuch euumeration, be fixed by the legillatore, and appott 
ed among the city of Philadelphia, and the {cveral cou 


| Sh3.? - wp f F 
ording to the number of taxable inhabitants in each; and 
i never be leſs than ſixty, nor greater than one hundred. 
ch county ſhall have at leaſt one repreſentative : but no 
unty, bereafter erected, ſhall be entitled to a ſeparate re- 
Stations until a ſufficient number of taxable inhabitants 
ul be contained within it, to entitle them to one repreſeut- 
je, agreeable to the ratio which ſhall then be eſtabliſhed. | 
V. The ſenators ſhall be choſen for four years, by the ci- 
ns of Philadelphia, and of the ſeveral counties at the fame 
„ in the ſame manner, and at the ſame places where they 
vote for repreſentatives. 

VI. The number of ſenators ſhall, at the ſt veral periods 
miking the enumeration before mentioned, be fixed by the 
flature, and apportioned among the diitrias formed as 
tin after directed, according to the number of taxable in- 
itants in each; and ſhall never be leſs than one fourth, 
greater than one third, of the number of repreſentativess 
II. The fenators ſhall be choſen in diſtricts, to be form - 
y the legillature; each diſtrĩct containing ſach a number 1 
able inhabitants, as ſhall be entitled to eledt not mare lll! 
f four ſenators. When a diſtrict ſhall be compoſed of two 
more counties, they {hall be adjoining. - Neither the city 
PMiladelphiny nor any county, {hall be divided, in forming 
Int, ; 
III. No perſon ſhall be a ſenator who ſhall not have | 
lincd the age of twenty⸗-ſtve years, and have been a citi- | 
and inhabitent of the tate four years next before his: | 
non, and the laſt year thereof an inhabitant ot the dis- | | 
L fer which he ſhalt be choſen; nolefs he {hall have heen / 1 
at on the public buſinefs of the United States, or of this „ [1 
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N. Immediately after the ſenators Mall be aſſembled, 
onſcqnence of the firſt election, ſubſequent to the ſirſt enu- 
tion, they ſhall be divided, by lot, as equally as may be, 
lour claſſe, The ſeats of the ſenators of the firit claſs * 
be vacated at the expiration of the ſirſt year; of the le- 
Claſs, at the expiration of the {econd year; of the third 
at the expiration of the third year; and of the fourth 
lat the expiratiom oſ the ſourth year ; ſo that one fourtk 
be choſen eyery penr. + a 
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_ ceedings 3 pruiſh its members tor diſorderly behaviour; al 


XVI. . Neither-houſe ſhall, without the conſent of 


paid out of the treafury'of the commonwealth, 1! x ih 


| ö 6 1465 

X. The general aſfembly ſhall meet on the Gr! 7/461; 
ol December in every year, unleſs ſooner convened 2y 11 50 
Vernor. 1 | oh: bv WM. "bl 

XI. Each houſe ſhall chooſe its ſpeaker and other effcent 

and the lenate\ſhall-alſo.chooſe a ſpeaker, pro tempore, whe 

the ſpeaker ſhall exerciſe the office of governcr. 

XII. Fach houſe ſhall judge of the qualification; of | 
members. Conteſted elections ſhalt be determined by a co 
-mittee to be ſelected, formed, and regulated in ſuch mon 

as ſhall be directed by law. A majority of each hoſe fh 

conſtitute a quorum to do buſine!s : but a ſmaller number m 

adjown from day to day, and may be authoriſed, ly lav, 
compel the attengapce of abſent members, in ſuch ane 

and under ſuch penalties a3 may be provided. 

XIII. Each houſe may determine the rules cf its pn 


with the concurrence of two-thirds, expe] a mem! cr; þ 
not a ſccond time for the fame cauſe; and ſhall have 2llotly 
powers neceilary for a branch of the legiſlature of 2 e ſt 
XIV. Each houle ſhall keep a journal of its proceecing 
and publiſh them-weekly,except ſuch parts as may requireh 
crecy. And the yeas and nays of the members, on any ou 
tion, ſhall, at the delire of any two of then, be entered ou 
journals. | 
XV. The doors of each houſe, and of committscs of 
whole, mall be open, unl-{s when the bubact's {hail he | 
as cuglit to be kept ſecret. 


other, ad;oura for more than three days, nor to any ol 

place than, chat in which the two houſes ſhall be ſitting. 
XVII. Ihe ſenators and repreſentatives ſhall recei! 

compenſation for their ſervices, to be aſcertained by las, 


in all cafes, except treaſon, felony, and breach or {urety0l 
phace, be privileged from ayreſt, during their arccncank 
the ſeſnon of their reſpective houſes, and in going; to a0 
turning f:om the fame. And lor any fpeech cr debate h 
ther houſe, they ſhall not be queſtioned in any other plac 

XVIII. No ſenator or repreſentative ſhall. Curing 
time for which he ſhall have been elected, be appointed j 
Civil ollice under this commonycalth, which fel hate! 


LY 
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ted, or the emoluments of which ſhall have been increase 
„dining ſuch time; and no member of congreſs, or other 
{oa holding any office (except of attorney at law, and in 
e militia) under the United States or this conimonwealth; 
all be a member of either houſe, during his continuance in 


norefs, or in office: Mt 
XIX. When-vacancies happen in tithef houfe, the ſpeak- 
hall ifue Writs of eleCtion to All fach vacancies, 5 
XX. All bills, for raiüng revenue, {hall originate in the 
uſe of repreſentatives : but the ſenate way propoſe amend= 
ents, as in gather bills e * 
XI. No meney ſhall be drawn from the treaſury, but 
conſequence of appropriations made by law. | 
XXII. Every bill, which fhall have paſſed both houſes, 
ill be preſented to the governors If he approve, he mall 
zu it; but if hie ſhall not approve, he fall return it, with 
; objeQtions, td the houſe in which it ſhall have originated, 
o ſhall enter the objections àt large upon their journals, 
d proteed to re-conider it. It, after ch re. conſide ration, 
0 thirds of that houſe ſhalt agice to paſs the bill, it ſhall 
ſent, with the objections, to the other houſe, by which 
ewiſe it ſhall 'be re-conſidered ; and if approved by two- 
eds of that aufe, it ſu all bea law. Bat in ſuch caſes, the 
tes of both Houſes fhatl be determined by yeas and nays ; 
d the names of the perſons voting fot or agaiult the bill, 
all be entered on the journals of each houſe reſpectively. If 
y bill ſhall not be returned Hy the governor witlän ten 
(Sundays excepted) after it ſhall liave been preſented to 
nd; it ſhall be a law, in like manner as if be had ſighed it; 
ls the generel aſſembly, by their adjournment, prevent 
return 5 in which cafe it ſhall be 4 law, unleſs ſeat back 
lin three days after their next meeting. | 
XIII. Every order, reſolution, or vote, to which tlie 
currence of both houſes may be neceſſary (except on 2 
lion of adjournment) ſhall be preſented ts the governor; 
| before it ſhall take effe &, be approved by him ; or, be- 
lifapproved, ſhall be re-paſſed by tw thirds of both hou · 
ring to the rules and lunitations preſcribed in cafe 
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+ The ſupreme executive power of this common 
de veſted in a Zovernor. | | 


is As 


„f Ottober, by the citizens of the commonwealthx: tl o 
ces where they: ſhall reſpectively vote for repreieiuticie; 
The returns of every election for goyernor thall b. :; 
and tranfinitted to the feat of government, directed 


. preſence of che members of both houſes of the legitla ute 
rernor. But it two. or more hall be equal and higbeß 
votes, one of them ſltall be choſen governor, by the sont i 
of the members of both houſes. Conteſtel elections hull 
. determined by a committee to be ſelected from both haul 
as ſhall be directed by law. 
from the thir 
tion; and ſhall not be 8 of holding. it longer thang 


à citizen and inbabitant of rhis ſtate ſeven years nex: >< 
his election; uoteſs. he fhall.have been. abſent on the pr 


under the United States, or this ſtate, ſhall exerciſe th: if 


* .comaty, who, ſhall not have been a citizen. and inhab 
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11, The, governor. ſhall be choſeu on the fecond Ti 


ſpeaker of the ſenate, who ſhall open and publiſh th, i1 


The perſon having the. higheſt number of votes e beg 


of the legiſlature, and formed and regulated in ſuch may 


III. The 8 ſhall hold his office during chewed 
Tueſday of December next enſuing lis g 


in any term of twelve years. 
IV. He ſhall be at leaſt thirty years of age, an' Havel 


buſineſs of the United States, or of this ſtate. 
V. No member of congreſs, or perſon holding aaf 


of governor. 

VI. The governor ſhall, at ſtated times, receive (a 
{ervices.a compenſation, which mall be neither inc realtgy 
= during the period for which he ſhall have bee 
lea | | 
. He ſhall be e! in chief of the aruyg 

y af this common wealth, and of che militia ; cxcep: 9 
1 2 ſhall be called into the actual ſerviee of the Un 
States“ 

VIII. He ſhall appoint. all officers, whoſe ples, ze 
pliſhed hy.vhis conſlitution, or -(hall be eftablii! i<d by 
and whole” appointments are not herein others 1 00 
for z but no perſon ſhall he appointed do au office in 


therein, one year next before bis appointment, if che 0 
mall have been ſo long erectefl; but, if it hail not 


been. fe. lang * then with the Bit, aß be don 


| N * | "or" 


bete, out of which it ſhall Have been taken. No mem 
ok congreſs from this Nate, nor any per ſon holding or ex- 
cifing any office of traſt or profit under the United States, 
all, at the ſame time, hold or exercife the office of judge, he 
retary, treaſurer; prothonotary, regiſter of wills, recorder 
deeds, ſheriff, or any office in this ſtate, to which a talaty 
by law annexed, or any other office which future legiſla- 
res Mall declare incompatible with offices or appointments 
nder the United States.. TIT Bobo 

IX. He mall have power to remit fines and forfeitures, 
4 grant reprieves and pardons, except in cafes of impe ach- 
bent « * 3 * 4252 #4 +. 

X. He may require information, in writing, from the of- 
ers in the executive department, upon any ſubject relatirig 
the duties of their reſpective offices. | 
XI. He ſhall, from time to time, grve to the general al. 
nbly information of the ſtate of the commonwealth, avd re- 
mend to their eonſide ration ſuch meaſures as he ſhall judge 
pedient. \ 3 a | 1 f 

XII. He may, on extraordinary occaſions, convene the 
eral aſlembly; and, in caſe of diſagreement between the 
o houſes, with reſpeCt to the time of adjournment, adjourt: 
em to ſuch time as he ſhall think proper, not exceeding four 
onths. h * | W 
* He ſhall take care that the laws be faithfully ex- 
Med. | e þ | , - ha 4 | 
XIV. In caſe of the death or refignation of the govern- 
or of his removal / from office, the ſpeaker of the ſenate 
| exerciſe the office of governor, until another governor 
ul be duly qualified. And if the trial of a conteſted elec- 
halt cortinae longer than until the third Tueſday uw 
ember nextentuing the election of a governor, the go- 
bor of the laſt year, or the ſpeaker of the ſenute, who may 
in the exerciſe of the executive authority, ſhall eontinus 
re, until the deternunation of ſuch conteſted election, 
umi a governor {hall be qualified 2: aforeſaid, _ - 

AV. A ſecretary (hall be eppointed and comtiffioned 
ng the governor's continuatice ity office, if he {hall ſo 
g behase himfe well. He thall- keep a fair regiſter ot 
ne oficial acts and proceedings of the governor, and ſtall, 
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v required, lay the fame, and all papers, miuntes, ank |f] 
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Area 1. 
„ > ew the citigensyevery freeman, of the y 
"T B's FSA, ORC ear, ; havi reſide d. in the ſtate two PR 
next. before.theeleQian, within that time, paicl a Hate 
county tax, wluch. ſhall have een alfoſſed at, laaſt Gx mond 
before the election, ſhall enjoy the Fights dfan-etetcr; w 
vided, that ithe ſons / of perſons. qualified: s afore Laid, bees 
tbe ages of twenty-one and twenty-two Tears, Hall be eg 
thed to vote, although they ſhall not have paid ta ves. 
II. Kull elections. halb: be. hy ballot, except tl: rn g 
2 — their. repreſentative acids Who hall votes 
voce. 
III. Flectors ſhall, in all colds, -6x8ept-greaſon, flo 
— and breach or ſurcty of the peace. be; privilege! {ron ung 
. during ther atteudance at elections and itrigoing to aud 
1 Wu from them. 
| A Rx IIC. LE IV. 
The houfe of ere ſentatives ſhall have! the (ole pa 
U of at 
Ws. T1 aA impeachments dall pe tried hy theiſenate. W. 
Wh... - kit rity for that purpoſe, the ſenators ſhall be upon oath or 
1 Hh Arnnation. No perſon hall. be .corxited, without the $0 
Wk  cvrrence of two thirds of the members preſent. 
| Y N III. Ibe,governor;, and, all othericivil-oAcers, underg 
55 coinmonwealth, {hall be liable to, unpaachment tor ay 1 
* Arcueanor.in office. Buyjudgmens,-i in (uch Kaſes, nal 
extend further than to removal from gffiee,,and diU¹ hd 
tion te- hold any; office of henqur, tuſtorprofit andere 
commonwealth. The party, whether conx ieder 2count 
pk Awll.nevertheleſs.be liable. tolndifimentytrinl, | ment 
|, = ꝓuszges t according 6 law... | 
1.0/8 8 TLC V. | 
4 * The jpdicial power: of this.commanzoealth $: ay 
ein ſupreme. caurt, in couxts of gyer and aermicc 
rend jak delivery, ima egurt of commen a 


— — 
„ 


oy * 
— — — — - 
. I, — — ee 
— — — = — 128 


Court, regiſſer's court, and a opurt of quarter fc .in oi 
| 7 pende ſor each ccunty, in juſtices af thg peace, f i 
by other Courts as tlie N may, from time to e 
duc 
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. - The: juflges: of the ſopreme court, and oſ the. eren 
; of common pleas, ſhall hold their offices during: goat / 
haviour- Rut cor any xeafonable c2ufe which ſhall not he 
ficient ground of impeachment, the governor may rem ＋Fm 
y of them, on the addrefs of two thirds of each branch of 
 exifladures The judges of the ſupreme court, and the 
ekidevts of: the ſeveral courts of common pleas, hall, at ſta- 
times, receive, for their ſervices, an adequate compenſa- 
jon, to be fixed by law, which {hall not be diminiſhed during 
ir continuance in office ; but they Thall receive no tees 
perguifizes of office, nor hold any other offee of probc-un- 
r this commonwealth. - 
III. The juriſdiction of the ſupreme court ſhall extend 
er the ſtate; and the juulges thereof ſhall, by virtue of their 
fiees, be juſtices of oyer and termine c and general jail deli - 
in ide ſeveral counties. 
IV. Vatil it shall be otherwife direrłetl hy law, the &- 
al courts of common pleas ſhall be-eftabhfhee in che fol- 
wing manners The goxernor {hall appoint 4n.cacl county, 
it ſewer than three, nor more than four judges, who, dur- 
their contitnance in of ce, all refide ww ſueh county. 
be ſtyte ſhall he divided, hy law, inte eircuits, none of Riek 
all include more than fix, nor fewer than three counties. 
prefident fhalt be appointed of the .convts in each circuit, 
yy during his continuauce in office, hal! reſide therein. 
ke preſident and pages, any two of whom ſhall , he a quo- 
m, ſuall. compoſe the reſpective courts of common pleas. 
V. The judges of the court of common pleas, in ca kr 
punty, Gal, y virtue of their offices; be juſtices of oyer and 
miner and general Jail delivery, for the triaboſcapitał and 
ber offenders therem ; 4.27 two of the ſaid q̃udgea, the pre · 
ſeat being one, mall be a quorum ; Hut they hall not ud 
tourt of oyer aud terminer or jail delivery in any county, 
n the jutges of the Tapreme court, or any of them, ſhall 
bung ur the;fame.county- The party accuſed, as weikas 
commonwealth, may, under fnok regulations as all che 
ſeribed by law, remove the indictment and proceedings, 
aranſcript æhereof, into the ſupreme court. 8 
WM. The ſupreme court and the ſeverel oourts of cour- 
3s all he ſule the power berotoſore uſually excreiſed 
ben ao the gerte 1. n yn 
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la tes to the perpetuating teſtimony; the obtaining of exdeꝶ 
from places . ſtate, Ga the care of the peiſy 
and eſtates of thoſe, who are non tgmpotes mentis; an! 
Jegfiſlature ſhall veſt, in the aid counts, ſuch other powen, 
rant relief in equity, as ſhall be found neceflary ; and 
om time to time, enlarge or diminith thoſe powers, or 
tk = them in (ach other courts as they ſhall judge proper, for 
WE - - due adminiſtration of juſtic. 
| VII. The judges of the court of common pleas of ex 
county, any two of 'whony fhall'be a quorum, ſhall comp, 
the court of 8 ſeſſions of the peace, and orphans' to 
thereof; and the regiſter of wills, together with the (a 
judges, or any two of them, ſhall compoſe the tic regily 
court of each county. g. 
VIII. The Judges of the courts of common pleas f 
_within their reſpective counties, have the like powers wi 
the judyes of the fupre me court, to iſſue writs of cert/ornit 
1" the Juſtices of the peace, and to cauſe their proceedings tot 
| l __- , brought before them, and the like right and juſtice to be dat 
| IX. The preſident of the court, in each circuit, with 
ſuch circuit, and the judges of the court of cov non ple 
wichia their reſpective counties, fhall be juſtices o the pe 
lo far as relates to criminal matters. | 
X. The governor ſhall appoint # competent amber 
- Juſtices of the peace, in ſuch convenient diſtrics, in ex 
county, as are or hall be directed by law; they = be 
miſſtoned during good behaviour; but may be removed! 
con viction ot miſbeha viour in office, or of any inſamous cri 
or on the addreſs of both houſes of the legiſlature. 
XI. A regiſter's office for the probate of wills and gn 
ing letters of adminiſtration, and an office for the recon 
of deeds, Mall be kept in each count. 
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0 XII. The ſtyle of all proceis all be, The commonwel 
j iN of Pennſylvania; all proſecutions ſtrall be carried on in 
name und by the authority oſ the commonwealthof ['c:nh] 
I nia, and conclude, against rhe peace and dignity of wes 
| Hob 6 8TF-C'E ve. | 
| . I. - Sheriffs and coroners ſhall,” at the time aud plects 
I 18 election of repreſentatives, be choſen by the citizens oft 
1 county. Two perſons ſhall be choſen for each oc, on 
hom, for each reſpecttvely, ſhall be appointed by the 
ternor. They ſhall held their offices for three years, it 
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b long behave themſelves well, and until a fucceſſor be 
ly qualifed/; but no perſon ſhall be tivice choſen or ap- 
ted ſhe tiff in any term of fix years, Vacancies, in ei- 


nt, to be made by che governor, to continue until the 
xt general eleclion, and un: il a fucceſſor be appointed and 
ified as aforeſaid. S % ; 72 

UI. The frecwmen of this commonwealth ſhall he armed 
J diſciplined for its defence. Thoſe, who confcient;oully 
wple to bear arms, ſhall not be compelled to do ſo; bur 
ll pay au equivalent for perſonal ſervice. The militia of- 


hall be directed by law. 


urts, recorders of deeds, regiſtors of wills, and ſheriffs, ihatl 
9 their offices in the county,towr: of the county in which 
y teſpectively ſhall be officers ; Unleſs when the governer 
ll, for ſpecial reaſons, diſpenſe therewith, for, any term 


ted. ; . 


otity of the commonwealth of Peunſylvania, and be ſeated 
th the ſtate Teal, and gned by the governor, | 


e joint vote of the members of both houſes, All ether of. 


ers, officers relating to taxes, to the poor and highways, 


h manner as ds or hall be directed by law. 

AR T I. C. LE. VI. | 
J. The legiſlature ſhall, as ſoon as conveniently may»be, 
vide, by la for the eſtabliſhment of {cbogls throughout 
late, in ſuch manner, that the poor may. b2-v2ught.ora- 


e {eroinaries of learning. : 
HW, The rights, privileges, immonities, aul eſtates of ne- 
ious foccteties and corporate bodies, all remaip, asl if the 
litation of this Rate had not been altered or amended. . 
ASAT NEIL. 
Members of the, geueral allemblz, ant all oficers, EU 
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er of the ſaid ofkces, mall be filled by a new appoint- 


ers ſhall be appointed, in ſuch manner, and for ſuch time, 


III. Prothonotaries, -clerks of the peace and orphans? - 


t exceeding five years, after the county ſhall. have been 


IV. All commiſſions ſhall be in the name and by the au- 


V. The ſtate treaſurer Mell ba appointed annually, by 
ers, in the treaſury department, attornies at law, ele ion 


altables, aud other townſhip ofhicers, ſhall be appointed in 


II. The arts and ſciences ſhall be promoted inſone or 


\._ - * defeafible right, ts alter, reform, or aboliſh their got 


b | lature or any branch of government; and no law (al? 
de made to reftrain the right thereof. The free commu 


"tive and judicial, Hall be bound by-oath or affirmation, 
flupport the chuftitution of this re to ws 
form the duties of their reſyective Hffices with Rielit;, 
e n . | 
That the general, creat, dnd essential princes of liberty; 

Free godernment "may be recognized and un: :r ly a 


% 


- blished,, WE. DECL4 88, % 
I. That lt men are born equally free and ind-nends 
And have certain inherent and indefengble richts, amg 
which are thoſe of enjeving and defending life and liz 
of acquiring, poſſetliug, and protecting property ud ren 
tion, and of purſuing their own happineſs. 
II. That all power is inherent in the people; and 2! 
overaments are founded on their autbority, and iuftigg 


5 . their peace, ſafety, and happinefs. For the advancen 


of thoſe ends, they have, at all tinies, an unalie r able and] 


ment, in ſach manner as they may think proper. 
III. That alt men have 2 natural and inde fee f 
to worſhip Almighty God according to the dictates of th 
own conſciences ; that tio man can, of right, bc compe 
to attend, ereCt, or ſupport any place of worfhip, or tow 
"rain any miniſtry, againſt his cenſent; that no human 
thority can, in any caſe Whatever, control or interfere'y 
the rights of conſcience; and that no preference ſhallt 
be given, by law, to any religious eſtabliſhments or modn 
BD... EE 0 ML WFTW 
IV. That no perſon, who acknowledges the being d 
God, and a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhncnts, ſhi 
account of his religious ſentiments betliſqualifed to hold 
© office or place of truſt or profit under this'commonycaltl 
V. That eleftions ſhall bz free and equal. 
VI. That trial by jury fhall'be as heretofore, and 
right thereof remain inyiolate. | | 
VII. That the printing preſſes ſhall be free to ever] 
ſan, who undertakes to examine the proceedings of tlic i 


tion of thoughts and opinions is one of the invaliublery 
of man; and every citizen may freely ſpeak, write andpt 
on avy ſubjett, being reſponſible for the abuſe cf that 


— 
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ſn proſecutions for the publication of papers, inveRti- 


ity, or where the matter publiſhed is proper for public in- 
ation, the truth thereof may be given in evidence. 
in all inditments. for libels, the jury {hail have a right 
termine the law and the ſaQs, under the direction of the 
it, as in other caſes. | 

III. That the people ſhall be ſecure in their perſons, 
ſes, papers, and poſſeſſions, from unreaſonable ſearches 
| ſeizures 3) and that no warrant, to ſearch any place or to 
any perſon or things, ſhall iſſue without deſcribing them 
nearly as may be, nor without probable cauſe, ſupported 
cath or affirmation. . | 

IX. That, in all criminal proſecutions, the accuſed hath 
icht to be heard by himſelf and his counſel ; to demand 
mture and eaule of the accuſation againſt him; to meet 
witneſſes face to face; to have compulſatory procels for 


ment or information, a ſpeedy public trial, by an im- 
tial jury or the vicinage; that he cannot be compelled to 
eevidence again(t himſelf ; nor can he be deprived of his 


liberty, or property, unlels by the judgment of his peers, 


he law of the land. 

. That no perſon ſhall, for any indictable offence, be 
eeded againſt criminaily by information, except in caſes 
Ing in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in 


be court, for oppreſſion and miſdemeanor in office. No 
lon ſhall, for the ſame offence, be twice put in jeopardy of 
or limb; nor ſhall any man's property be taken or appli. 
w public. uſe, without the conſent of his repreſentatives, 
without juſt compenſation being made, | | 

I. That all courts ſhall be open; and every man, for 
jury done him in his }ands, goods, perſon, or reputation, 


 haye remedy. by the due courſe of law, and right and 


ce adminiſtered withovt ſale, denial, or delay. Suits may 
brought againſt the commonwealth in ſuch manner, in 
courts, and in ſuch caſ2s, as the legiſlature may, by law, 


A 
As 


ul2's by the legiſlature, or ts authority. 


ing the official conduct of officers, or men in a public ca- 


anng witnefſes in his favour ; aud, ip prolecutions by 


ul ſervice, in time of war or public danger, or by leave 


AM. That no power of {uſ, pending laws ſhall be exerci- 
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XIII. That exceſſive bail ſhall not be required, tor gg 
ceeſſive fines impoſed, nor cruel puniſhments inf! -4, 
XIV. That all prifoners ſhall be bailable by !:f, jw 
ſureties, unleſs for capital offences, when the proof is 
dent, or preſumption great; aud this privilege of the writy 
habeas corpus hall not be fuſpended, unleſs when, in cases 
rebellion or invaſion, the public ſafety may require it, 
XV. That do commiſſion of oyer and terminer or jy 
delivery ſhalt be iflued, | * | 
XVI. That the perſon of a debtor, where there is nd 
ſtrong preſumption of fraud, ſhall not be continurd in priſa 
after delivering up his eſtate for the benefit of hie crediton 
in ſuch manner as ſhall be preſcribed by law, 
XVII. That no expost facts law, nor any law in pat 
contracts, mull be made. | | 
XVIII. That no perſon ſhalt be attainted of :ronſont 
felony by the legi:lature, | 
XIX. That no attzinder ſhal! work corruption cf lod 
nor, except during the life of the offender, forfeiture of oft 
to'the commonwealth; that the eſtates of ſuch pe {5051 
{hall deſtroy their own lives, ſhall deſcend or veſt ©: case 
natural death; and if any perfor ſhall be killed by cefnaly 
there {ſhall be no forfeiture by reaſon thereof, 
XX. Thar the citigens have a right, in a peare-ble un 
ner, to aNemble together for their common god, and toy 
ply to thoſe inveſted with the powers of government. forn 
dreſs of-grievances, or other purpoſes, by pericion, act 
or remonſtrance. 55 | 
XXI. That the right of the citizens to bear arme, ind 
ſence of themlelves and the ſtate, ſhall not be quc! g 
XXII. That'no ſanding army ſhall, in time of pea 
be kept up, withont the conſent of the legiſlature : 2ndt 
. military ſhall, in all caſes, and at all times, be jt ttict! 
hordination to the civil power, Meg ; 
XXIII. That no ſeldier ſhall, in time of peace, be qui 
tered in any houſe, without the conſent of the owner, 10! 
time of war, but in a manner to be preferibed by law, 
XXIV. That the legiſlature Ni2lt nat grant tit! 
nobility or hereditary WUſtinAtion, nor create any vice H 
appointment to which ſhall be for à longer term th cut 
good behaviour. eee 4 
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XXVI. | To guard againſt tranſgreſſion of the bigh pow- 
es which W. bave delegated, WE DECLARE, That every 


government, and mall forever remain inviolate. 
. — 
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That 19 (inconvenience may arise from the alterations and 4. 


order to carry the game into complete operation, it is hereby 
declared and ordained Hed | 


I. That all laws of this commonwealth, in force at the 
time of making the ſaid alterations and amendments in the 
{id conſtitution, and not inconliſtent therewith, and all rights, 
aQiqns, proſecutions, claims, and contracts, as well as of in- 
diyiluals, as of bodies corporate, ſhall contipue as if the ſaid 
gierations.and amendments had not been made. 

II. That the preſident and ſupreme executive council 
hall continue to exerciſe the executive authority of this com- 
monwealth as heretofore, until the third Tueſday of Decem- 
ber next: but no intermediate vacancies in Vie council ſhall 
be ſupplied by new elections. | 

III. That all: officers, in the appointment of the execu- 
tive department, ſhall continue in the exerciſe of the duties of 
their-reſpective offices, until the firſt day of September one 
mouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-one—unleſs their com- 
wiſuans ſhall ſooner expire by their own limitations, or the 
lad aflices became vacant by death or rehgnation—and ns 
anger, unlels re- appointed and commiſſioned by the govern. 


epreiſed, 

W. That juſtice ſhall be adminiſtered in the ſeveral 
counties of this (tate, until the period aforeſaid, by the ſame 
juſtices; 22 the ſame courts, and in the ſame manner, as here. 
tofore. - - FR | 


flioiblc at che next election . a longer term than wil, with 


XXV. That emigration from the flate ſhall not be pra- 


thing in this article is excepted out of the general powers or 


mend ments in the constitution of this commonwealth, and in 


0r; except that the judges of the ſupreme court ſhall hold 
their offices for the terms in their commiſſions reſpactively 


V. That no perſon, now in commiſſion as ſheriff, ſhall be 
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 MiMin- ſhall be a diſtrict, and ſhall ele& one ſenater; 


A which fall happen in the ſenate within the ſaid tine fhallt 


one ſenator; the county of Montgomery ſhall be a diftia 


- Calter and York ſhall be a diſtrict, and ſhall ele ct three ſen 


nators; which ſenators ſhall ſerve until the firſt enumecatk 


ner as is preſcribed by the election lays ef the ſtaic lor col 
me tormed a return of {he wholc ole ien with ase 
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the time which he ſhall have ſerved in the ſaid ofice, cy 
plete the term of three years, 

VI. That, until the firſt enumeration ſhall be made, | 
direQeg in the fourth ſeclion of the firſt article of the con 
tution, eſtabliſhed by this convention, the city of Philade| 
phia and the ſeveral counties ſhall be re ſpectively entitled 1 
"0 the ſame number of repreſentatiyss, as is now preſcribed 
y law. 25 

VII, That the firſt ſenate ſhall conſiſt of cighteer me War 
bers, to be choſen in diſtricts, formed as follows, to vit ;. 
The city of Philadelphia and the counties of Philadejphia an 
Delaware ſhall be = giſtyict,-and elect three ſenators ; th 
county of Cheſter ſhall be a diſtrift, and ſhall ele& one {eng 
tor; the county of Bucks ſhall, be a diſtrict, and ſhall el: 


and ſhal} cle one ſenator ; the county of Northamptoniſle 
be a diſtrict, and ſhall ele& one ſenator; the counties of Lan 


tors; the counties of Berks and Nauphin ſha!l be a diliric 
and ſhall cleC: two ſenators; the coynties of Cumberland ar 


counties of Northumberland, Luzerne, and Huntingdon (lg 
be a diſtri? » 2d ſhall elect one ſenator; the counties of Bed 
ford and Franklin ſhall be a diftrift, and ſhall eleC one fen 
tor; the counties of Weſtmofeland and AlleghantTtha!l be 
dliſtrict, and ſhall elect one ſenator; and the counties of Wal 
ington and Fayette ſhall be a diſtrict, apd thall ele© wo lt 


before mentioped- ſhall be made, and the - 
both hopſes of the legiilature ſhall be eſtabbſhed by law, a 
chojen as in the conſtitution is directed. Auy vzcanci 


lupplied as prelcribed in the nineteenth ſestion of tuc fir} wh 
VIII. That the election of ſenators fall be condo 
and the returns thereof made to the ſenate, in the me nn 


ductiug and waking return of the election of repreſentative 


In thoſe daiflricts which conliſts of more than one £cvunty,3 
judges of the diſtrict ele ions within each county, after bl 


* 


1 EFF | 
in ſuch manner as is directed by law. ſhall ſend the fare, 
one or more of their number, to the place herein after 
4ioned within the diſtrict of which ſuch county i- a part, 
ere the Judges, ſo met, ſhall compare and caſt up the ſeve- 

county returns, and execute, under their hands and ſeals, 
e genefal and true return for the whole diſtrict; that 
to lay; the judges of the diſtrick compoſed of the city 
Philadelphiag and the counties of Philadelphia apd De- 
mare, ſhall meet in the ſtate-houſe in the city of Phi- 
elphiaz the judges of the diſtric compoſed of the coun- 
s of Lancaſter and York, ſhall meet at the court-houſe, 
the county of Lancaſter; the jadges of the diſtrict com- 
ed of the counties of Berks and Dauphin, ſhall meet at 
Aale town in the county of Berks ; the judges of the dis- 
& compoſed/ of the counties of Cumberland and Mifflit, 
ll meet in Greenwood townſhip, county of Cumberland, at 
houſe how occupicd by David Miller; th judges of the 
riet compoſed. of the counties of Northumberland, Lu- 
me, and Huntingdon, ſhall me: t in the town of Sunbury; 
judges of the diſtrict compoſed of the counties of Bedford 
Franklin, hall meet at the houſe now occupied by John 
they, in Air townſhip, Bedford county; the judges of the 
bict compoied of the counties of Weltmoreland and Al- 
py, hall meet in Weſtmoreland county, at the court-houſe 
tie town of Greenſborough; and the judges of the dis- 
| copoled of the countics of Waſhington and Fayette, 
meet at the courthouſe in tle town of Vathington, iu 
alington county, on the third "Pueiday in' October, re- 
wvely, for che purpoſes aforcſaidl. | 
I. That the election of the governor ſhall be condu&- 
u the ſeveral counties, in the manner preſcribed by the 
| of the ſtate for the election of repreſentatives; and the 
ins in the county ſhall be ſealed by the judges of the elec- 
v and tranimitted to the preſident of the ſupreme execu- 
council, directed to the ſpeaker of the ſenate, as ſoon af. 
tle election as may be. WE | 
Done in convention, the ſecond day of September, in the 
year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
nine ty, and of the independence of the United States 
of America the fifteenth. In teſtimony whereof we 
ve hereunto ſubſcribed our names. 


THOMAS MIFFLIN, President. 
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James Wilton,” 
rlilary Baker, 
William Lewis, 
Thomas WKean, 
George Gray, 


Wil iam Robin! fon, inn. 


Robert Flare, 

+ Enoch Edwards, 
Samuel Ogden, 
Thomas Jenks, 
ohn Barclay, 

Wy vn ku Stout, 

- Wilkam Gibbons, 
Thomas Bull, 


James Boyd, 


- Edward Hand, 
_ Robert Coleman, | 


Sebaſtian Graff, 
John Hubly, 
John Breckbill, 
| Heory Miller, 
Henry Slegle 
- William a: | 
Benjamin Tyſon, 
Benjamin Pedan, 
Matthew Dill, 

; King Irvide;” 

James Power, 


5 oſeph Heiſter, 


hriſtian Lower, 


„Abraham Lincoln, 
"gt Jose Nruuax, Secretary. 
Jacos SHALLCS, Artistant Scoreis 


\ 
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. 


Paul-Grofeop, 
Baltzer Gehr, 


Samuel Sitgreavez 
Joby Arndt, 


eter Rhoads, 
oleph Powell, 
Tohn Piper, 


Charles Smith, 
Simon Snyder, 
William Findlcy, 


Wil iam Todd, 


Alexander Addison, 
Jolun Hoge, 


avid Redick, 


, James Roſs, 


ohn Smilie, 


Albert Gallatin, 


James M'Lene, 


- George Matthews, 


panes Morris, 
ind!; ay Coates, 


5 Jede Eier Shoe maker, 


ob Gloninger, 
Wuliam Brow 05 
Alexander Gray don, 
Timothy Pickering, 
Andrew Henderſon, 
John Gibſon, 
Thamas Beale, 


h | jon Sellers, 


athavie] Nevin. 


CONSTITUTION 
ö 
DELAWARE. 


pIcLARATION of RIGH?'S and fundamental rules of the De- 
laware state, formerly Styled, ihe government of the Ccuune 
ties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, upon Delaware. 


[HAT all government of right originates from the 
people, is founded in compact only, and inſtituted 
the good of the whole. | | 
II. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to 
chip Almighty God according to the dictates of thitir own 
lczznces and underſtanding 5 and that no man ought, or of 
lt can be compelled to attend any religious worthip, or 
tain any miniſtry, contrary to, or againſt bis own fres 
and conſent z and that no authority can or ought to bs 
ed in, or aſſumed by, any power whatever, that ſhall in 
caſe interfere with, or in any manner control the right of 
cience, in the free excrciſe of religious worſhip. 
II. That all perſons, profeſſing the Chriſtian religion, 
qt for-yer to enjoy equal rights and privileges, in this 
; unleſs, under colour of religion, any man diſturb tha 
the happineſs, or ſafety of ſociety. 
V. That the people of this ſtate have the ſole, excluſive 
inherent right of governing nd regulating the intern 
ce of the ſame. '* | Fs, 
/ That perſons entruſted with the legiſlative and exe- 
ze powers, are the traflees and ſcrvants of the public, 
a ſuch accountable ſor their cout; wherefore, when» 
the ends of guvernment are per ver ted, and public liber. 
anifeſily endangered, by che leg iſlature ſinglyyor a treach - 
$ combination of both, the people may, and of right ought 
Wenne er reform the old governments 
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vi. "That the right, i in the 1 to participate in the le 
giſlature, is the foundation of liberty and of all free geg. 
ment; and for this end, all elections ought to be free and 
frequent 7 and very Feehlan, having ſufficight evidence of 
permanent common intereſt with, and attachment to he 
community, hath a right of ſuffyage. 

VII. That no power of laſpendin aws, or the execution 
of laws, ought to be exerciſed; fade br the legiſlature, 

VIII. That, for redreſs of grievances, and for amending 
and ſtrengtheni ing of the las the ſegiſtature ought to be tre- 
Aug conven 

That every man hath a right to petition the legt 
eure for tlie redreſs of grievances, in a petceable and olle 
manner. 

X. That every member of ſociety hath a right t⸗ be pro. 
tected, in the enjoyment of life, liberty, zpd property, an 
thereſore is doand-to/contribute his proportion towards the 
" @xpenſe of that protection, and yield his perſona! fervice 
when neceſſary, or an equivalent thereto; but no part of a 
man's property - can be juſtly taken from him, or ap) plied tt 
public uſes, without his own cohſent, or that of lis eg ro 
Preſentatives; nor can any man, that is conſciention {iy ſory 
pulous of bearing arms in any caſe, be juſtly: compelled there 
10 if he will pay ſuch equivalent. 

XI. That retroſpective laws, p uniſhing offences commit 


4 - ted before the exiſtence of ſuch Taws, are opprefive und ut 


© juſt, andowght not to be made. 

XII. That every freeman, for every-injury done bim i 

b yood:, lands, or perſon, by any other perion, ouglt tt 

dare remety; by the courſe of the la of the land, and ongh 
to have juſtice and right for the injury done to him, * 
vithout ſale, fully without deinal, àud ſpeedily without 

| Kays according to the law of the land.” 

XIII. That trial by jury, of faQts where they alien 
ene of the greateſt ſecurities of the lives, liberties, an eſtatk 
of the people. 9 1 

XIV. That in all vroffcerions for eriminal offences, ey 
Ty man hath a right to be informed of the accuſation 2 £200 
Kim, to be allowed counſel, to be confronted with he acct 
ters or witneſſes, to examine evidence on oath ig h 100 
"and to a ſpeedy trial, by an impartial jury, without bal 
- VBADAKOYS ronten: be ought not to pe found guilty. 
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v. That no man, in the courts of commen Jaw, ought... 
be compelled co give evidence againſt himſelf ; | 
IVI. | That exceſſive bail-ought not to be required, nor 118 
elive fines impoſedy nor; cruel nor unuſual puniſhments _ . 1 | l 
n by 

XVI. That all warrants, without: osth, to ſearch ſuſ- | 
ded places, or to ;ſeize any, perion or his property, are ; 
erous and oppreſſive; and all general warrants— to ſearch. . 
ſyected e to apprehend, all perſons luſpeCted; with- 1 
inammg or deſcribing the place or any perſon in ſpecial, 
re illegal, and ought not to be granted. | 


XVIII. That a well regulated militia is the proper, na- [ 

il, and ſafe defence of a free government. TOO | 
XIX. That ſtanding armies are dangerous to liberty, and wm 
phe not to be raifed or kept up, without the conſeut of the i. 
nllatures | OR | Wi 
XX. That, in all cafes, and at all times, the military 00 
ut to be under ſtrict ſubordination to, and governed by, * i} 1 


civil power. F | 5 
XXI. That no ſoldier ought to be quartere l in any houfe, 


me ol peace, without the conſent of the oer; and in [ j 
je of war, in Tuck manner only, as the legiſlature ſhall di- 00 
n ; 2 | _ | q 
XXII. That the independency and uprightne(s of judge 
eſſential to the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, and-a, 9 
a ſecurity to the rights and livzrtics of the people. | =_ 
XXIII. That the liberty of the preſs ought to be invige þ tf 
x preſerved, fs N OLI | 1 
J+ , . A 

- # « - ' | 

| 1 

Coxsgrrur rox, or gystem of government, agreed to and | l 


: 
tolved upon by the repreventatives, an. full convention, of wa 
be Delaware state, formerly styled, the gevernment of the | | 
ties of Newcastle, Reut, end Sussen, upon Delaware: | | 


e 541d representatives b ing chosen by the freemen of vbt" ' . _ | [ 
id stnte, For that exhress purpose. 1 1 | 
, The government of the counties of Newcaſtle, Rent, . Wis | 
uſſex, upon Delaware, ſhall hereafter, in all public and Cl | 
fr writing's, be called, the Dalaware State. | 510 


j 


| The legillature ſal! be formed of two diſtin brach 
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es. They ſhall meet once or oftener in every year, and fi 
| be called; the general assembly of Delaware. 

III. One of the bratiches of the legillature ſhall be cz 
ed t 1 House of assembly, and {hall confiſt of feven repreſen 
atives, to be choſ-n for each county annually, of ſuch perſay 
as are frecholders of the fame. © | | 

IV. The other branch ſhall be called, tbe council, on 
conſiſt of nine members; three to be choſen for each conn 

at the time of the firft election of the allembly, who l! 
freeholders of the county for which they are choſen, and | 
upwards of twenty-five years of age. At the end of one t 
after the general election, the counſellor who had che ſn; 
eſt number of votes in each county ſhall be diſplaced, and th 

1 vacancies, thereby occationed, ſupplied by the ſreemeu of e; 
county chooling the fame or another perſon, at a new el 
tion, in manner aforeſaid. At the end of two years after t 
firſt general election, the counſellor who ſtood ſecond in nu 
ber of votes in each county ſhall be diſplaced, and the vac 
cies, thereby occaſioned, ſupplied by a new election, in man 
ner aforeſaid. And at the end of three years fro he fr 
general election, the counſellor who had ths greateſt num 
of votes in each county ſhall be diſplaced, and the y:canci 
thereby occaſioned, ſupplied by a new election in manner 
foreſaid. And this rotation, of a counſellor being Jiſplac 
at the end of three years in each county, and his office ſy 
plied by a new choice, mall be continued afterwards in d 
order annually forever; whereby, after the firſt general es 
tion, a counſellor will remain in truſt for three years ſromt 
time of his being elected, and 2 counſellor will be diſplace 
and the ſame or another choſen wu» each county at every let 
ta. ; eee eee 1 
V. The right of ſuffrage, in tlie election of member k 
both houſes, ſhall remain, as exerciſed by law at preſent ; a 
each houle ſhall chooſe its own ſpeaker, appoint its own ol 
vers, judge of the qualifications and elections of its 0571 md 
ders, ſettle its own rules of proceeding, and direct writs 
election, for ſupplying intermediate. vacancies 'ileyN 
| alſo ſeverally expel any of their own members for michel 
LF yiour, but not a ſecond time in the ſame ſeſſions for the i 
offence, if re- elected; and they ſhall have all other poy 


| ; veceflary tor the legiſlature of a free and independent ts 
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1, Al money bills, for the ſupport of government, ſhall 
nate in the havie of aſſembly, and may hg altered, a- 
ded, of rejected, by the legiſlative council. All other 
zod ordinances may take riſe in the houſe of aſſembly, or 
ſative council, and may be altered, amended or rejected 
there * 5 * 4 | * 
II. A prefident or chief magiſtrate ſhall be choſen by 
t ballot of both houſes, to be taken in the houſe of aſſem- 
and the box examined by the ſpeakers of each houſe, in 
prefence of the other members; and in caſe the num- 
for the two bigheſt in votes, ſhould be equal, then the 
ker of the council ſha} have an additional caſting voice; 
the appointment of the perſon, who has the majority of 
s, ſhall be entered at large on the minutes and journals , 
ach houſe ; and a copy thereof, on parchment, certified 
igned by the ſpeakers reſpectively, and ſealed with the 
pt lea] of the ſtate, which they are hereby authoriſed to af- 
ſhalt be delivered to the perſon ſo choſer prefident, who, 
[continue in that office three years, and until the ſitting 
he next general aſſembly, and no longer; nor be eligible. 
the expiration: of three years, after he ſhall have been, 
of that offices An adequate, but moderate falary ſhall 
ettled on him, during his continuance in office. He may. 
wor ſuch ſums of money, as ſhall be appropriated by 
general aſſembly, and be accountable to them for the 
t; he may, by and with the advice of the privy caunci!, 
embargoes, or prohibit the exportation of any commodity, 
aby time not exceeding thirty days, in the recels of che 
eral aſſembly; he ſhall have the power of granting par- 
or reprieves, except where the proſecution ſhall be carti- 
zu by the houle of affembly, or the Jaw ſhall otherwiſe dis 
in which caſes no pardon or xeprieve ſhall be granted, 
by 2 relolve of the houſe of aſſembly ; and may exerciſe: 
the other executive powers of government, limited and 
ned, as by this conſtitution is meytionetl, and accord. 
to the laws of the ſtate. And on his death, tnability, or 
nce Irom'the:ſate, the ſpeaker of the legiſlative council, 
the time being, ſhall be vice-preſident z ,and in caſe of his 
©, inability, or, abſence from the ſtate, the ſpeaker oi the 
© ol, aſempbly. ſal] have tb, powers of a prefideny, unt 
nomination be made by the general alemblys. - 
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8 __ every adjournment, the ſpeaker of the hauſe of a 
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the army or navy, in the ſervice and pay of the continem, d 
of this, or of any other ſtate, ſhall be eligible. And a men 


- annually, forever. The prefident may, by ſummons, conver 


they ſhall ſtand adjourned ; and the two houſes ſnall alwa 
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VIII. A privy council, confiſling of four meien, 

be choſen by Ballot, two by the legiflative council, and ty 

by the houſe of aſſembly ; r that no regular office 


ber of the legiſlative council, or of tlic houſe of afl 
ing choſen of the privy council, and accepting thereof, ha 
thereby loſe lis ſeat. Three members ſhall be 2 qnorun 
and their advice and proceedings ſhall be entered on -2cort 
and ſigned by the members preſent, (to any part of ich, 
member may enter his diflent) to be laid before the gener 
aſſembly when called for by them. Two members thall h. 
removed by ballot, one by the legiſlative council, ard one h 
the houſe of aſſembly, at the end of two years, ar thof 
Who remain, the next year after; who ſhall ſeverails he in; 
ligible for the three: next years. Thefe vacancies, as el 
thoſe occaſioned by death or incapacity, (hall be fund 
new elections, in the fame manner. And this rote ion of 
privy counſellor ſhall be coutinued afterwards in duc ode 


the privy council, ax any time when theſpublic ecigentics ma 
require, and at ſuch place as he ſhall think moſt coe nf 
when and where they are to attend accordingly. 

IX. The preſident, with the advice and coulen! of th 
privy council, may embody the militia, and aft as con taing 
neral and commander in chief of them, and the other milit 
ry force of this Nate, under the laws of the ſame, 

X. Either houſe of the general aſſembly may adjou 
themlelves reſpectively. The prefident ſhall not prorog 
adjourn, or diſſolve the general aſſembly; but ke may, wi 
the advice of the privy council, or on the application of 2m 
jority of either houſe, call them before the time to whic 


lit at the fame time and place; ſor which purpoſe, imme 


ſembly ſhall give notice to the ſpeaker of the other houle 
of the time to which the houſe of afſembly ſtands ad ;ourned 
XI. The delegates for Delaware to the congreſs of the 
nited States of America, ſhall be choſen annually, or ſuper 
ded in the mean time, by joint ballet of both houics in 
general afemblr.. 
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(IT, The preſident and general aſſembly mall, by joint 
lot, appaint three nga of the ſupreme court for the 
e one of whom ſhall be chief juſtice, and a judge of admi- 
ty, and alſo four juſtices of the courts'of common pleas and 
hans' courts, for each county, one of whom in each court 
| be ſtyled chief justice, (and, in caſe of diyiſſon on the 
lot, the preſident ſhall have an additional caſting voice) to 
commiſlioned by the preſident, under the great ſeal - O 
| continue in office during good behaviour. And during 
time the juſtices of the lack lupreme court, and courts of 
non pleas, remain in office, they ſhall hold none other, 
ept in the militia, Any one of the juſtices of either of ſaid 
ts ſhal} have power, in caſe of the non- coming of his bre- 
n, to open and adjourn the court. An adequate, fixed, 
moderate ſalary fhall be ſettled on them, during their 
ntinuavce in office. The preſident and privy-council ſhall 
point the ſecretary, the attorney-general, regiſters for the 
ate of wills, and granting letters of n regiſ- 
in chancery, clerks of the courts of common pleas and 


a. 


dec as aforeſaid, and remain in office during five years, if 
y behave themſelves well; during which time, the ſaid ye- 
ers in chancery, and clerks, ſhall not be juſtices of either 
the ſaid conrts, of which they are officers, but they ſhall 
e authority to ſign all writs, by them iſfued, and take rey 
mizances of bail, The juſtices of the peace ſhall be nom- 
ed by the houſe of affembly; that is to ſay, they ſhall 
pe twenty-four perſons for each county, of whom the pre» 
ft, wich che approbation of the quivy council, ſhall ap- 
ſit twelve, who ſhall be commiſſioned, as aforeſaid, and 
nue in office during ſeven years, if they behave them- 
te well; and in caſe of vacancies, or if the legiſlature ſhall 
E proper to increaſe the number, they ſhall be nominazed 
appointed in like manner, The members of the legiſſa- 
band privy copncils ſhall be juſtices of the peace for the 
© ſlate, dyring their continuance in truſt ; and the juſti- 
of the tourts of common pleas ſhall be conſervators ol the 
en their retpective counties. a e 

III. Ur of the courts of common pleas and or- 


" courts ſhall haye the power of hosding inferior ces 
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hans“ courts, and clerks of the peace, who ſhall be commiſ- , 
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of chancery® as heretofore, unleſs the legiſlature (al at 

wiſe direct. fe Bly OR Feet | 
XIV. The clerks of the ſupreme court ſhall 14 wn 
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by the chief juſtice thereof, and the recorders of * 
- Juſtices of the courts of common pleas for engb e 

rally, and commiſſioned by the preſident, une ., 
ſeal, and continue in office five Years, if they b*hays 77 
ſelves well, * 8 
XV. The ſheriffs and coroners of their 1 = 
ties ſhall. be choſen annually, as heretofore ; 211! pe 
having ſerved three years as theriff, flall be 
three years after; and the preſident and privy council | 
have the appointment of ſuch of the two candidates, et 


1 


7 


. for. the ſaid offices of ſheriff and coroner, as they (19! 4 
beſt qualified, in the ſame manner that the governor hen 
fore enjoyed this power. - 

XVI. The general aſſembly, by joint ballot, Nl! 2g 
the generals and field officers, and all other office: in.tht 
m or navy of this ſtate. Arnd-theprefident may appoint 
ing pleaſure, until otherwiſe directed by the 1-ziilz:ur 


neceſſary civil officers, not herein before mentioned, 
XVII. There ſhall be an appeal from the ſ:preme g 
of Delaware, in matters of law and equity, to a court of 
perſons, to conſiſt of the preſident for the time being 
all preſide therein, and ſix others, to be appointed, tin 
' the legiſlative council, and three by the houſe -t ain 
who ſhall continue in office during good behaviuir, a 
esommiſoned by the preſident, under the gre: ical; 1 
count ſhall be ſtyled, the court of appeals, and have a 
muthority and powers, heretofore given by law, 1:2 / 
ort, to the king in countel, under the old gove ent 
_  feeretary ſhall be the clerk of this court; and vacancicst 
in e e death or incapacity, ſhall be {upplic 0nd 
eledlionꝭ, in manner aforeſaid, Id ; 
XVIII. The juſtices of the ſupreme court 31d coun 
common. pleas, the members of the privy councih thek 
ry, the truſtees of the loan office, and clerks ot the g 
common pleas-during their continuance in officer and! 
* > Tons concerned in any army or navy contracts, 3 
SB gible to either houſe of aſſembly ;_ and any me: 0 
le accepting of aay othar of the oe: £97 
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ned (excepting the office of a juſtice of che pence) ſhall 
his ſeat — vacated, and 2 new election ſhall be or. 


XIX. 'The legilative council and aſſembly ſlallhave the 
wer of making the great ſeal of this ſtate, - which hall be 
: by the preſident, or, in his abſence, by the vice-preſi« 
it, to be uſed by them as occafion may require. It ſhall be 
led, the great Ar of the Delaware state, and ſhall be af. 
d to all laws and commitſſions. 

XIX. Commiffton ſhall run in the name of ebe Dhlbware 
ite, and bear teſt by the prefident, Writs ſhali run in the 
manner; and bear teſt in the name of the chief juſtice, 
ſlice firſt named in the commi ons for the ſeveral courts, 
be ſealed with the public feals of fuchcourts, Indiftments 
llcouctude, against the peace and dignity of the atate. 

XXI. In caſe of vacancy of the offices above directed, to 
illed by the preſident and general aſſembly, the preſident 
privy council may appoint others in my ſtcad, until 
Hall be a new election. 

XII. Every perſon, who ſhall be choſen a member of 
her houſe, or appointed to any office or place of truſt, be. 
taking his feat, or entering upon the execution of his of- 
mall take the following oath, or affirmation, if con ſci- 


Cully {crupulons of taking an oath, to wie, 
It U A. B. will bear true allegiance to the Delaware tate, 
an to its conſtitution and laws, and do no ag wittingly 
ir, ny the freedom thereof may be prejudiced.” 


nd alſo make and ſubſcribe the following declaration, to 


4. B. do profeſ; faith in God the father, and in Jeſus 
K or ly ro and the Holy Ghoſt, one God, blefled for 
dare; and Ido acknowledge the boly ſcriptures of the 
ind dew teſtament to be given by divine inſpiration.” 

bd all officers ſhall al ſo take an oath of office. 

XII. The prefident, when he is out of office, and with- 
teen months alter, and all others offending againſt the 
eicher by mal- adminiſtration, corruption, or other means, 
ich the ſafety af the commonwealth may be endanger- 
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Wn eighteen months after the offence committed, hall 
eachable, by the houſe of affembly, before the legiſla- 
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five councily ſuch impeachment to be profecute | yu 

ttorney⸗general, or ſuch gther perſon or perſons a: the 10 

” ' of aſſembly may appoint, according to the laws of the l 
| If found guilty, he or they {hall be either far eye: dif hl 

| to hold any office under govern ment, or removed tin off 

| | pro tempore, or lubjected to ſuch pains and penaltics as t 

0 

| 
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laws ſhalt direct. Aud all officers ſhall he removed, on 
vistiehof miſbe haviour, at common law, or on 1mpcecluye 
or upon the addreſs of the general aſſem ly. 
XXIV. All aas of aſſembly, in force in this Hate. on 
och day of May laſt (and not hereby altered, or con 
ry to the reſolutions of congreſs, or ol the late houſed of 
L ſembly of this ſtate,) {hail fo continue, until altered of 
1 pealed by the legiſlature of thig ſtate, unleſs wh. re they 
empoxary, in which caſe they ſhall expire at the ting 
ſpeclively limited ſor their duration, 5 N 
* XXV. Ihe common law of England, as well as ſo m 
. af the, ſtatute lay as has been heretofore adopted in pra 
in this tate, ſhall remain in force, unleſs they i121] be u 
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| ed by'a future law of the legillzture ; ſuch parts only ex to 
5 ech as are repugnant to the rights and privileges contain Hob 
. this conſtitution, and the declaration of rights, © c. agrees 
' by this Conyenti: on. Ffo 
XX VI. © No perſon, hereafter in! ported into thi: WW AN 
from Africa ought to be held in Qlavery under any pre! the 
whatever ; and no negro, Indian, or mulatto fave, ah em, 
x be brovght. into ches late, for Ale, from + any part of r hh; 
1 WO rid. 1 2 lately 
oh. NN bit. The firſt electſon {or the genera al allenbh vote 
| | {bis fate, Mall be held on the twenty-firſt day of * 8 2 
q next, at the court houſes in the feveral countics, 31: che rec 
1 ner heretofore uſed in the electic n of the aſſembſy, cxcoiſcctio! 
F to Choice of inſpeRors and aſteffors, where aſſeſl ar twe 
8 heen choſei on the lixtcent H Gay of September inſtant g ithin 
4 ſhall be ade on, the worning of the day of CEA. 


| wy inhabitants of the reſpec tive bungreds i: in ache 
A which time the ſheriff. and coroners, tor uk 
3 relpeclixely, are to be elected; aud the 7 let 
mills of the counties of Newsaftle. and Kent, woy be re 
ſen to that ea, until the fit day of fFOqober in th 
*. l one 120! uſa: ad oven | WY dred and ſev ee 
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reſent heriff for the county of Suſſex © may. be re- chf 30 -4 
* office until the firf! day of OQoizzr in the voar of ove 
d one thouſand feven hundred and feventy eight, provi- 
the freemen think proper to re- elect them at every gene- 
election; and the preſent fheriffs apd coron ers reſpective- 
all continue to exerciſe their offices as heretofore, until 
eſheriffs and coronets, to be elected on the Card tw enty- Art 
7 of October, ſhall be commiſlioned and ſwor: into oflices 
be members of the 8 council and allenbly halt 
et for tranſacting the buſineſs of the ſtate. on chte twentu- 
phch day of October next, and continue in ofhcçe until the 
| day of October, which ſhall be in the year one chouſand 
rn hundred and ſeventy- ſeven; on w bich day, and on che 
day of October in each year forever after, the legitlat! * 
uncil, aſſemblx, ſheriffs and coroners ſhall be choſen by Hat 
t in manner directed by the ſeveral laws of this ſtate, for 
gulating elections of members of aſſembly, and Theriffs and 
oners 3. and the general aſſembly ſhall meet on the twene 
th day of the fame month far trauſacting the buſineſs of 
eſtate; and if any of the ſaid firit and twentieth days of 
Aober ſhould be Sunday, then, and in ſuch caſe, the clece 
pus (hall be held, and the general ailembly meet the next 
af following. n 
XXVIII. To prevent any violence or force being uſed 
the {aid elections, no perſons ſhall come armed to any of 
em, and no muſter of rhe militia ſnall be made on that day; 
vr ali any battalion or company give in their votes imme- 
lately ſucceeding each other, if any other voter, who offers 
vote, obje s t thereto ; nor ſhall any battalion or company, 
thepay of the continent, or of this or any other ſtate, be 
Iſered to remain at the time and place of holding the ſaid 
eclions, nor within one mile of the {aid places reſpeRively, 
twenty- four hours before the opening laid eleclions, nor 
hin twenty-four heurs aftei the ſame are cloſed, ſo as in 
manner to impede the freely and conveniently carrying 
the laid elections; provided always, that every cleQtor 
By, in a peaceable and orderly manner, give in his vote on 
e ſaid day of election. 
XXIX. There ſhall be no eſtabliſhment of any one re li- 
ous lect in this ſtate, in preference to another; and no cler- 
un or preacher of the goſpel, of any denomination, ſhall 
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b capable of hotdingtny civil office in this Rate, or the, 
a member of either brauches of the legiftiture, hie the 
continue in the exerciſe of the paſtoral function. | 
XXX, No article of the declaration of rights an: fg; 
mental rules of this ſtate, ag ged to by this convention, yg 
the firſt, ſecond; Afth; (except that part thereok that llc 
to the right of ſullrage) rwehtyixth and twenty-nint! ard 
dle of tiis conſtitution; ought ever to be violated, cu 1 
pretence whatever. No other part of this conſtitution dh 
be altered, changed, or diminiſhed, without the conſent e 
Sve parts in fever of the aſſembly, and fever member: of th 
legitlative ceuncil, 0 eng 

| "Friday, Scpie nber 20, 1776. | 
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DECLARATION of , ond the CONSTITUTION and form 
of overnment, agreed to oy the delegates of Maryland, 1 
ſrce and. full convention assembled. 


| A DECLARATION o RIGHTS, &c. 


HE parliament of Great-Britain, by a declaratory act, 
having aſſumed a right to make laws to bind the co! o- 
in all caſes whatſoever, and in purſuance of ſuch claim, 
deavoured, by ſorce of arms to fubjugate the united colo- 
3 to an doconditional fuhmiſſion to their will and power, 
baving at length conſtrained them to declare themſelves 
ependent lates, and to aſſume government under the au- 
nty of the people There fore we, the delegutes of Matys 
d, in free and full convention aſſembled, taking into our, 
| {ferious conſideration the beſt means of eſtabliſhing a 
d conſtitution in this {late, ſor the ſure foundation and 
e permanent ſecurity thereof, declare, , 
« That all government of yight originates from the pope 
js founded on compact only, and inſtituted iglely. for the 
d of the wh dle. N 
Im t the people of this Rate ought th have che (ole 
excluſtve right of regulating the interval government 
b polic® thereof. 
Il. That the inhabitants of Marylind are entitled to 
common law of Eugland, and the trial by jury, according 
5 courſe of that law, and to the benefit of ſuch of the 
Ih ſlatutes, as exiſted at the time o their firſt emigration, 
[ich by experience have been found applica! dle to their 
and other circumſtances, arid of loch others as have 


2 


„ 
5 $ 4 * o - 3 0 
— 
—— —— tmn, —˙ . . — ¹ ü — — 
of 4 L 
8 A 
— . — a _ 


EE 20” 8 Ie 

| 3 made i in En 1 or Great Britain, and have been z 
troduced, uſed. tad practiſed by the courts of law or equity 
and alſo to all acts of aſſembly, in force on the firſt of Ju 
leventeen hu and {eventy-four,exeept ſuch as m hy 
fince expired, or have been or may be altered by acts c co 
vention, or this declaration of rights—ſubjeQ, nete 
to the ſeviſion of, and amendment or repcal by, the leit 
ture of this ſtate; and the inhabitants of Maryland an alf 
entitled to all property, derived to them, from or under y 
charter, granted by his majeſty Charles I. to Ctecilius 0 
vert, baron of Baltimore. 

IV. That all perſons inveſted with the legiſlat gott 
ecutive powers of government are the truſtees of the publi 
and, as ſuch accountable for their conduct; therefore, wha 
ever the ends of government are p:rverted, and public libeg 

manifeſtly endangered, and all other means of redre fate in 
fectual, the people may, andof right cught, to refor: the. 
oreſtabliſh a new government. The doctrine of non-rcliſiang 
againſt arbitraty power and oppreſſion, is ablurd, flavilh, a 
de ſtruciive of the good and happineſs of mankind. 

V. That the right in the people to participate in thel 

llatyze, is the beft ſecurity of hiberty, and the foundat 
gil free government; for this. purpoſe, elections ought 
be free and frequent, and every man, having property it, 
common intereſt Wk and an attachment to the con 
ugh to have a right of ſuffrage, 

+ VI. Phat the legiſlative, executive, and judicial pont 

Leere ought to be Forever ſeparate aud diſtinct th 
each other. 

VII. That no power 7 fulpending laws, or the enet 
tion of laws unlels by or derived from the legiſlature, oug 

to be exerciſcd or ap wed. 

VIII. That freedom of ineech and debates, or proce 
ings in the egiflatore, ought: not to be impeached in any oll 
court or judlicature. f 

IX. I bat a place for the meeting of the legiſ}ature on 
to he fixed, the moſt convenient to the members thereot,s 
to the depoßtory of public records; and the lepiſlat ure 9% 
not to be convened or held at any 'other Place, but ſrumt 
dent necetih ty. 
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X. That, for redreſs of grievances, and for amending, 
ngthening, and preterving the laws, the lie * 


be frequently convened. 


XI. That every man hath a right to petition the leis- 


e, for the redreſs of grievances, in apeaceable and oiGetly 


unte r. 1) 


XII. That no aid. charge, tax, fee, or fees, awght to be 
t, rated, or levied, under any pretence, without conſent of 
ſegiflature. 
XIII. Tat the levying taxes by the poll is grievous 
oppreſſi ve, and ought to be aboliſhed; that puupers ought 
jt to ve alſ-ſſed for the lupport of government; but every 
her perſon in the ſtatz ought to contribute his proportion of 
blic taxes for the ſupport of goveram-nt, according to his 
ual worth, in real or porſonal property, within the ſtate; 
tines, duties, or taxes, may proberly and zuſtly be impoſed 
laid, with a political view, for th good ee and 
ht of the community. 
XIV. That ſanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as far 
u conſiſtent with the ſafety of the ſtate ; ; and no Lane, to 
lick cruel and unuſual pains and penalties, ought to be made 
any caſe, or at auy time hereafter. 
XV. That retroſpective laws, puniſhing facts committed 
ore the exiſtence of ſuch laws, and by then only declared 
minal, are oppre ſſive, nojuſt,and mcommible with liberty; 
neſore no expost furto law ought to be machs. 
XVI. That no law, to attaint particular perſons of trea- 
or felony, ought to be made in any caſe, or any time here - 
er. 
VII. That every ſreeman, for any injury done him, in 
perſon or property, ought to have remedy by the courſe of 
law of the laid, and ougbt to have juſtice and right free 
thout ſale, fully without denial, and ſpeedlily without de- 
jaccording to the law of the land. 
VIII. That the trial of facts where they arile, is one of 
greateſt ſecurities of the lives, liberties and eſtates of che 
de. 

IX. That in all criminal brofrentions, every man hath 
Pit to be informed of the acculation againſthim; to have 
ok the indictment or charge in due time (if required) 
rare for his defence ; to be allowed counſel; to be coge 


( 1298) 
fronted with the witneſſes againſt him; to have proceſ fu 
his witaeſſes; to examine the witneſſes, for and againſt him 
on oath; and to a ſpeedy trial by an impartial jury, without 
whoſe unanimous conſent he ought not to be found pulkty, 

XX. That no man ought to be eompelled to give ce 
againſt himſelt, in a common court of law, or in any otber 
court, but in ſuch caſes as have been uſually practiſed in this 
ſtate, or may hereafter be directed by the legiſlature. 

XXI. That no freeman ought to be taken or impriſoned, 
or diſſeized of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlay. 
ed, or exiled, or in any manner deſtroyed, or deprived ot his 

\life, liberty, or property, but by the judgment of bis pers, of 
by the law of the land, 

XXII. That exceſſive bail ought not to be require, noe 
exceſſi ve fines impoſed, nor cruel or unuſual puniſhments in 

flicted, by the courts of law. 

XXIII. That all warrants, without oathfor a{frmation 

to ſearch ſuſpected places, or to ſeize any perſon or property 
are grievous and oppreſſive; and all general war raits—t 
ſearch ſuſpected places, or to apprehend ſuſpected perſon; 
without naming or deſcribing the place, or the perſon in {ps 
cial, are illegal, and ought not to be granted. 

XXIV. That there ought co be no farteiture of n par 
of the eſtate of any perſon, for any crime except mud 
treaſon againſt the ſtate, and then only on conviction aud at 
tainder. b > 

XXV. That a vell regulated militia is the proper anda 
tural defence of a free government. 

XXVI. That ſtanding armies are dangerous ober 

and ought not to be raiſed or kept up, without conſent of tht 
Jegiilatures = | 

XXVII. That in all caſes, and at all times, the milits 
ought to be under ſtrict ſubordination to and controul ©! th 
civil power. 9 

XXVIII. That no foldier ouglit to be quarter) in a 
houſe, in time of peace, without the conſent of the 092! 
and in time of war, in luch manner only, as the eg t! 
ſuall direct. 1 | 

XXIX. That no perſon, except regular foldie's, . 

ners, and marines in the ſervice of this ſtate, or militia wit 
in actual ſervice, o1ght in any cale to be ſubject % 9! þ* 
iſhable by martial law. 
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XXX. That the independency and uprightneſs of judges 
eeffential to the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, aud 2 
eat ſecurity to the rights and liberties of the people; where- 
re the chancellor and judges ought to hold commiſſions 
ning good behaviour ; and the {aid chancellor and juages 
ill be removed for miſbehaviour, on convictian in a court 
law, and may be removed by the governor, apon the ad- 
fs of the general aſſembly ; provided that two-thirds of 
the members of each houſe concur in ſuch addreſs. That 
hies, liberal, but not proſuſe, onght to be ſecured/ to the 
anceilor and the judges, during the continuance of their 
umiſſions, in ſuch manner, 2 at lunch times, as the legis- 
ture {hall hereafter direct, upon conlideration of the cir- 
pltances of this ſtate. No chancellor or judge ought te 
any other office, civil or military, or receive fees or pers 
fites of any kind. 
XXXI, That a long continuance, in the firft executive 
partments of power or truſt, is dangerous to liberty; a ro- 
on, therefore, in thoſe departments, is one of the beſt fe» 
ities of permanent freadom. | 
IXXXII. That no perſon ought to hold, at the ſame time; 
re than one office of profit, nor ought any perſon, in pub» 
truſt, to receive any preſent from any foreign prince or 
te, or from the United States, or any of them, without the 
robation of this ſtate, : 
XXIII. That as it is the duty of every man to worſhip 
in ſuch manner as he thinks moſt acceptable to him; all 
ſons, profeſſing the Chriftian religion, are equally entitled 
protection in their religious liberty; wherefore no perſon 
pt by any law to be moleſted in his perſon or eſtate on ac» 
at of his religious perſuaſion or proſeſſion, or ſor his reli» 
practice ; unleſs, under colour of religion, any man ſhall 
ud the good order, peuce, or ſafety of the ſtate, or ſhall 
unge the laws of morality, or injure others in their natu- 
avril, or religious rights; nor ought any per ion to be 
pelled to frequent or maintain, or contribute, unleis on 
ma, to maintain any particular place of worſhip, or any 
cular miniſtry; yet the legiſlature may, in their diſcre- 
hy a general and equal tax, for the ſupport of the Chris- 
ehyiag ; leaving to each individual the power of ap- 
ng the payment over of the money, collected from him, 
: lvpport of any particular place of worſhip er miuitien, 
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1 
ur for the benefit of the poor of lis own dend:ninay 
br the poor in general of any particular county; bur th 
churches, chapels, glebes, and all other property now belong 
ing to the church of England, ought to remein to c 
church of England forever. And all acts of aſſembly, late 
paſſed, for collecting monies for building or repairins pu 
ticular churches or chapels of eaſe, ſhall continue in forte 
and be executed, unleſs the legiſlature ſhall, by act, ſuperceq 
or repeat the ſame; but no county court {hall aficf ap 
quantity of tobacco, or ſum of money, kereafter, on the # 
plication of any veſtry-men or chin ch-wardens ; and eve 
encumbent of the church of England, Who hath remained! 
tis pariſh, ard performed his duty, Mall be entitled to rect! 
the proviſion and ſupport eſtabliſhed by the act, entiil-d 4; 
act for the ſupport of the clergy of the church of Eugland 
this province,” till the November court of this preſent ye 
to de held for the county in whick his pariſh ſhall lie, or par 
ly lie, or for ſuch time as he hath remained in his pariſh, at 
pexformed his dutys ja 

XXXIV. That every gift, ſale, or deviſe of lands, ton 
miniſter,” public teacher, or preacher of the goſpel, as ſuch, 
to any religious ſect, order or denomination,” or to or fort 
ſupport, uſe or benefit of, or in truſt for, any miniſter, pul 


teacher, or preacher ef the goſpel, as ſuch, or any cc! 
ſe ct, order, or denomination—and every gift or ſale of cool + 


or chattels, to go in ſucceſſion, or to take place after the de 
of the ſeller or donor, or to or for ſuch ſupport, uſe, or be 
fita—and alſo every deviſe of goods or chattles to or for! 
ſupport, uſe, or benefit of any miniſter, public teachet, 


preacher of the goſpel, as ſuch, or any religious ect. 0 X. 
or denomination, without the leave of the legiſlature. {hal ple 
void; except always any ſale, gift, leaſe, or devils of ele 
quantity of land, not exceeding two acres, for à cy 
meeting, or other houſe of worſhip, and for a buryin7-g70! 
which ſhall be improved, enjoyed, or uſed only for (uch 0! 
poſe—or {uch ſale, gift, jeaſe, or dle viſe, ſhall be void. tit 
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EXXXV. That no other teſt or qualification ought te 
required, on admiffion to any office of truſt or preft.! 
ſuch oath of ſupport and fidelity to this ſtate, and duch 
of office, as ſhall be directed by this convention. oe 
lature of this ſtate, and a declaration of a belief in the « 
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XXXVI. That the manner of adminiſtering an oath te 
y perſons ought to be ſuch, as thoſe of the religious perſua- 
on, proſe ſſion or denomination, of which ſuch perſon is one, 


lation of the Divine Being, And that the people called 
akers, thoſe called dunkers, and thoſe called menoniſts, 
olding it unlawful to take an oath on any occaſion, ought 
; be allowed to make their ſolemn affirmation, in the man- 
er that quakers have been heretofore allowed to affirm z and 
o be of the ſame avail as an oath, in all ſuch cales, as the 
firmation of quakers hath been allowed and accepted with» 
this Cate, inflead of an oath, And further, on ſuch affir- 
ation, warrants to ſearch for ſtolen goods, or for the appre, 
enfon or commitment of offenders, ought to be grauted, or 


qcurity for the peace awarded, and quakers, dunkers, or me- 
„en oaiſts ought alto, on their folemn aſſi t mation, as atoreſaid, 
p p be admitted as witneſſes, in all criminal cates not capital. 


IXXXVII. Trat the city of Annapolis ought to have all 
b rights, privileges, and benefits, agreeable to its charter, 


to mL] the ads of aflembly confirming aud regulating the ſame, 
ache nevertheleſa to ſuch alterations as may he wade by 
for Wis convention, or any future leguſlature, 


XXXVIII. That the liberty of the preſs ought to be 
mnolably preſerved, 3 


* cool XXIX. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the 
e det of a free government, and the principles of commerce ; 
be d ought not to be ſuffered, | 


XL, That no titles of nobility or hereditary honours, 


cher ht to be granted in this ſtate, 
of XLI. That the ſubſiſting reſolves of this and the ſeveral 
(hall ventions held for this colony, ought to be in ſol c: as laws, 


lets altered by chig convention, or the legiſlarure of Tis 
ate, | th | 

Xl. That this declaration of rights, or the form of go- 
kame nt, to be eſtabliſned by this convention, or any part 
either of them, ought not to be altered, changed, or abo- 
bed, by the legiſlature of this Rate, but in ſuch manner as 
bs Convention ſhall preſcribe and dire. | 

Tais declaration of Tights, was aſented to, and paſſed, in 
Mention of the delegates of the freemen of Maryland, bes 

( | 


gent rally eſteem the moſt effectual confirmation, by the at, | 
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ger n Fheld at Annepolis, the 14th day of Auguſt, A, 1 U 

VB) order of the convention, 8 A 

> Th q | £ enen MAT. TILGHMAN, President. 00 
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De consSTITOTTON or form of government, Vt. 
I. That the legiſlature conſiſt of two diſtin® branches, 
ſenate aud houſe of delegates, which ſhall be ſty led, 2% . 
neral assembly of Maryland.” . | a 
II. That the houſe of delegates ſhall be choſen in +he fol " 
flowing manner; all freemen, above twenty-one years of Wn XY 
beving a ſreehold of fifty acres of land, in the county ii... 
which they offer to vote, and refiding therein-—ar 3!! tree * 
men, having property in this ſtate above the value of thin 7 
unds current money, and having reſided in the conty, | 
hich they offer to vote, one whole year next precedins th 
clectiop, (hall have a right of ſuffrage, in the ele ion of (els 
gates for ſuch county; and all freemen, fo qualified, ſ1all,, 
the 6oft Monday of October, ſeventeer hundred und event doi! 
even, and on the ſame day in every year thereaſt-r, ai 

ja the counties, in which they are reſpectively qual fd 
1 vote; at the court-heuſe, in the ſaid counties; or at uche 
tmtner place as the legiflature ſhall direct; and, whe: gen e 
* bled, they ſhall proceed to elect, viva voce, four deuααet e 
for their reſpective counties, of the moſt wiſe, ſcrhble, ace 
dd difcreet of the people, reſidents in the county where then. 
are to be choſen, one whole year next preceding the eie 
above twenty-one years of age, and having, in the ta: c.. 
zrſonal property above the value of five hundred pon on 
ob money; and upon the final caſting of the polls, he to! 
perlons who ſhall appear to have the greateſt number of leg: 
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Potes ſnall be declared and returned duly elected for toe 
reſpective counties, * 1 Fates 
18 ws i A That the ſheriff of each county, or, in cafe of Ha: 
gneſs, his dephty (ſummoning two juſtices of the county, 1MMti:|.; 
_ _ are required to attend, for the geit of the peice) HI. 
8 be the judges of the election, and may adjourn from day 5 or 
day, if neceſlary, till the fare be finiſhed, fo that the vic; 
K eleQon thall be concluded in four days: and iha!l maze Main 


return thereof under his hand, to the chancellor ef this u 1;. . 
lor the time being, eday 
N wht. f . 


— 
IV. That all perions qualified, by tbe gHarter of the: £7 
Annapolis, to vote for burgeſſes, hall, on the fare fir 
onday of October, ſeventeen hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, 
don the lame day in every year forever thereafter, elect, 
v2 voce, by a majority of votes, two delegatcs, qualliſied a- 
eeable to the ſaid charter; that the mayor, recorder, and 
lermen of the ſaid city, or any three of them, be judges of 
+ election, appoint the place in the ſaid city for holding 
lame, and may adjourn from day to d y, as atoreſaid, and 
all make return thereof as aforeſaid; but the an t! 
ſthe ſaid city ſhall not be entitled to vote for delegates for 
lnne-Arundel county, unleis they have a frechoid of 1 
es of land in the county diſtinct from the city. 
V. That all perlons, inhabitants of Baltimore won old 
wing the ſame qualifications as cle Qors in the county, ſhah, 
the ſame firſt Monday in Oftober, ſever teen hundred and 
venty-ſeven, and on the fame day in every year forever 
ereafter, at ſuch place in the {aid town as the judges fhall 
point, elect, viva voce, by a majority of votes, two dele- 
tes, qualifked as aforeſaid; but if the {aid inbabitants of 
ke town ſhall fo decreaſe, as that a rumber of porions, hav- 
pa right of ſuffrage therein, ſhall have been, tor the ſpace 
leven years luccehely, lels than one half of the number 
voters in ſome one county in this ſtate, fuch town ſhall 
ence lor ward ccaſe to {end two delegates or repreſentatives 
the hovte of d-I-gatcs, until the laid town hall have one 
If of the number of voters in fome one county iu this ſtate. 
VI. That the commiſſioners ot the laid town, or any 
tee or more of them, tor the time being, thall be judy ges of 
e laid election, and may adjourn as atoreſaid, and ſhall 
ike return thereof as aforcſaid ; but the inhabitants of the 
6 iown ſhall not be entitled to vote for, or be ele ted, de- 
kues for Paltimore cc 2nty z,neithey hall the inhabitants 


dat. e county, out of * Fimits of Biltin ge town, 11 | 


Ritle to vo e for, or he clected, delegates for the laid to 

VII. That on refufel, death. difqualihcation, rel. Rs 
bor zemoval out ct this ſtate, of any de rute, or on his 
coming KOVverni ry, or member of the c uncl, a warril t of 


Gian mall iſfue by the ſpeaker, fer the, election another 


lis place; of which ten days notice, at 1-aft, excluding 
day of notic , and the day of election) hall be given. 
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VIII. That not.lefs than a majority of the del * 
with their tpeaker (to be choſen by them, by ballot) cond! * 


* 


inte a houſe, for the tranſaction of any buſineis other t 
that of adjourning. : 
IX. That the. houſe of delegates ſhall judge af the cle 
tion and qualifications of delegates. ye” 

KX. That the hoaſe of delegates may originate all man 
bills, propoſe: bills to the ſenate, or receive thoſe offered 
that body; and afſent, difſent, or propoſe amendments ; ty 
they may inquire, on the oath of witneſſes, into all complzigt 
grievances, and offences, as the grand inqueſt of this in 
and may commit any perſon for any crime, to the public ix 
there to remain till he be diſcharged by a due courſe of hn 
They may expel any member for a great miſdemeanor, by 
not a ſecond time for the ſame cauſe. They may exami 
and paſs all accounts of the ſtate, relatin either to the od 
lection or expenditure of the revenue, or appoint auditors, 
fate and adjuſt: the ſame, They may call for all public. 
official papers and records, and ſend for perſone, whom th er | 
may Judge neceſſary in the courſe of their enquiries, ce 
cerning affairs relating to the public intereſt ; and my die un 
all office donds (which ſhall be made payable to the ſtate) 
be ſued for any breach of dutx. 
XI. That the ſenate may be at full and perfect }ibert 
to exerciſe their judgment in paſſing laws—and that rio if 
may not be compelled by the houle of delegates, ei er ton 
ject a money bill, which the emergency of affairs may n 
guire, or to aflent to ſome other act of legiſlation, in te eg 
confcience and judgment injpijous to the public welfare 
the Houſe of delegates fall not, on any occaſion, or u, 
any pretence, annex to, or blend with a money bill, any nit 
ter, clayle, or thing, not immediately relating to, aud neciiſte 
ſary for the impoſing, aſſeſſing, Jevying, or applying the u. 
es or ſupplies, to be raiſed for the ſupport of government, 
the current expenles of the ſtate ; and to prevent altercat 
about fuck bills, it is declared, that no bill, impolinc; dun 
or cuſtoms for the mere regulation of commerce, cr u e: 
Foes for the reformation of morals, or to enforce the « 18 
tion „f the laws, by which an incidental revenue may ee 
{hill beaccounred a money bill; but every bill, ailing, 
„Ving; or applying taxes or lupplies, for tke ſupport of gt 
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| ( 183 ) | 
went, or the current expenſes of the ſtate, or appropria-. 
Wo money in the treaſury, ſhall be deemed a money bulk. 
N88 X11. That the houſe of delegates may puniſh, by impri- 
h ment, any perfon who (hall be guilty of a contempt in 
heir view, by any dilſaiderly or riotous behaviour, or by 
breats to, or abuſe of their members, or by any obſtruction 
their proceedings, They may alſo puniſh, by inmpriſcn- 
eat, any perſon who ſhall be guilty of a breach of privis 
ee. by arreſting on civil procets, or by alfaultipg any of 
Weir members during their fitting, or on their way to, or rc 
1 m from the houſe of d-legates, or by aſſault of, or ohſtruc- 
ae to their officers, in the execution of any order or proces. 
j by aſſaulting or obſtructing any witneſs or any other per- 
attending on, or on their way to or from the houſe, or bx 
de roing avy perfon committed by the houle; aud the ſenate 
miu exerciſe the ſame power, in imilar cafes.” | 
ol X 111, That rhe treaſurers (one for the weſtern, and ano-' 
„er for the e@ftern ſhore) and the commiſſioners for the loan 
c ice, may be appointed by the houſe of delegares, during 
tee pleature; and in caſe of re fulal, death, reſignation, dif. 
cnc tion, or removal out of the ſtate, of any of the ſaid; 
11: Wmniſhoners or treaturers, in the receſs of the peneral aſ- 
% ey, the governor, with the advice of the council, may ap- 
nt and commiſſion a fit and proper perſon to ſuch vacagt 
ber e, ro hold the lame untił the meeting of the next genes 
N_—_—_— ĩ ²˙ʃifk ˙—' 
i0 mv. That the ſenate be choſen in the following man- 
i All perfons, qualihed as afort ſaid th vote for county 
egates, Mall, on the firſt*day of September,*r 9581, and on 
art: ame day in every fit year forever thereafter, ele, viva 
000, dy a majority of votes, two perſons for their re ſpective 
7 00 ities (qualified as atore ſaid to be elected county delegates) 
ene ele ctors of the ſenate 3 arid che ſheriff ot each county, 
eu in caſe of Heknefs, his deputy (fammoning two juſtices 
che connty, who are required to attend, for the preſervas' 
car of the peace,) ſhall hold and be judge of the ſaid election, 
make return thereof as aforeſaid. And all perinns; qua- 
das aforeſaid; to vote for delegates for the city of An ia 
and Baltimore town, ſhail; on the firſt Monday ot Hep- 
der, 458 1, and on the ſame day in every fifth year forever. 
after elect, viva voce, by a majority of votes, one perſon 
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| ( H. 
fot gi ſaid city asd town reſyrctivcly, qualified as v ffefi 
to Mected a delegate for the faid city and town reſp*Aivi 
dy; the {aid election te be held in the ſame manner, 28 th 
U&cion o® delegates for the faid city and town the rig 
to elect the ſaid e Tor, with reſpect to Baltimore town, 
zentinuc as long as the right to cleft delegates for the { 
OW 7s N 
XV. That the fd cleftors of the ſenate meet at rheg 
ty of Annapolis, or ſuch other place as ſhall he appointed f 
convening the legittature, cn the third Monday in Septer 
ber, 1921, and on the tame day in every fifth year fore 
vherenfrer, and they, or any twenty-four of them ſo met, % 
Noce d to ele&, by bullot, erther out of their own body, 
The peopiotet large, fifteen fenators (nine of whom to be ref 
4s Sens on the weſtern, aud fix to be reſidents on the eaſt 
| hare} men of the moit wiſdom, experience and virtue, bn 
twenry five yerrs of age, reſidents of the ſtate ahove thr 
whole years next preceding the electicn, and having real: 
purſonnt property. above the value of one thouſand peu. 
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current moriev. ie 
NVI. That the ſenators ſhall be balloted for, at one wits" 
the fame time, and out of the gentlemen reſidents oi 
wellern ſhore, who ſhalt be propoſed as ſenators, the ninc vl [ 
Al, on ütriking the ballots appear to have the greateſt run E 
bers in their favour, ſhall be accordingly declared and rety 7 
ed duly cleQed ; and out of the gentlewen reſidents of - 


taſtern ſhore, who ſhall be propoſed as ſenators, the {1x v| 
Shall, on (riking the Eallets, appear to have the great 
number in their favour, ſlrall be accordingly declared aud 

| turned duly elected; and if two or more on the ſame ſh 
El (hilt have an equal number of ballots in their favour by wh 

| the choice ſhall not be determined on the firſt ballot, then! 
1 ele ctirs ſhall again ballot, before they ſeparate; in wh 
| 13 they hail be confined to the perfons who - n the ff: Val 
| Mall have an equal nuniber; and they who hal) eve! 
greateſt number in their favour on the ſecond ballet, (hol 
accordingly declared and returned duly ele ded; rd itt 
| whole number ſtiould not thus be made up, bocavie ©! 21 
= qual number, on the ſecond ballot, ſtill being ir favou: »!! 
| or more perſens, then the ele cl ion ſhall be deterningd by 
between choſe who have equal nun.bers 3 which pr. £: edi 


Cw) 

the electors Thall be certified under their Hands, 1 ro. 
ned to the chancellor, for the tim being. Ag 

XVII. That the electors of ſenators (hall judge of the 
walißcations and elections of members of their body; and, 
a conteſted election, ſhall admit to a feat, 35 an edlen 
ich qualified perſon as ſhall appear to them to have the gteat 
number of legal votes in his favonr. 

XVIII. That the electors, immediately on their meet- 
zz and be fore they proceed to the election of nators, take 
(ch oath of ſupport and fidelity to this ſtate, as this conven- 
jon, or the legiflature, ſhall direct; and alſo an oath, © to 
ect without favour, affe ction, partiality, or prejudice, ſuch 
ons for ſenators, as they, in their judgment and conſci- 
ce believe beſt qualified for the office.” 

XIX. That in caſe of refuſal, death, reſignetion, diſs. 
paliß cation, or removal out of this mate, of ary ſenator, or 
his beroming governor, or à member gf the council, the 
enate ſhall immediately thereupon, or at their next meeting 
hereafter elect by ballot (in the ſame manner as the elec- 
ors are above directed to choofe ſenators) annther perſon in 
lis place, for the reñidue of the ſa'd term of five years. 

XX. That not lefs than a majority of the ſenate, with“ 
heir preſident (to be choſen by them by ballot ſhall conſti- 
ute a houle, for the tranſaRing any buſineſs, other than that 
ff a0journing. 

XXI. Thur the ſenate hall judge of the election 21d; . 
palißcations of ſenators. * 

XXII. That the ſenate may originate any other, except 
poney bills, to which thelr aſſent or diſſent only ſhall be giv: 
d; and may receive any other bills from the houſe of dele - 
ates, and affent, diſſent, or propoſe amendments. 

XXIII. That the general aſſembly meet annusliy, on 
be firſt Monday of November, and if neceſt ay, oftengr. 

ane "Chat cach heuſe (hall appoint its own officers, 
id ſettle. its own rules of proceeding. 

XXV. That a perſon of wiſdom, experience, aud virtue, 
all be choſen governor; on the fecoad Monday of Novem- 
Fr, ſeventeen hundred and [cventycfcven,fand on the ſecond 
W in every year fore ver thereufter, by the joint ballot 
th houſes (to be taken in each houſe refpeQuvely) depo- 
nA conference room; the boxes to be examined by a 
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p mittee of doth houſes, and the mimber; ſeveral} 
, that the appointment may be entered; wich mad 
of taking the joint ballot of both houſes ſhall be adopted! 
all cafes, Put if two or more ſhall have an equal tumber 
ballots in their favor, by which the choice ſhall not be deter 
mined cn the firſt ballot, then a ſecond ballot ſha!l be take 
which ſhall be confined to the perſons who, on thr £162 he 
lot, (hall have had an equal number; and, if be ballet 
ſhould again be equal between two or more perſons, then th 
clection for governor thall be determined by lot, betet 
thoſe Who have equal numbers; and it the perfor cholen ga 
vernor ſhall die, reſign, remove out of the ſtate, or refuſe t 
act, (the general aſſembly ſitting) the ſenate and houle of de 
legates ſhall, gnmediatcly thereupon, proceed to2 new choice 
in manner fb efaid. 

XXVI. That the ſenators and delegates, on the C: cor 
Tueſday of November, 1777, and annually oh the fecor 
Tue ſday of November forever thereafter, elect by joint b. 
lot (in the ſame manner as ſenators are directed to be choſe 
Eve of the moſt ſerſible, dilcreet, and experienced men,! 
— twenty: five years of age, reſidents in the flate aboy 
three years. next preceding the election, aud having there! 
a freeheld of Lud. and tenements, above the value of © 

-- thouſand pounds current money, to be the council to they 
vernor, Whoſe proceedings fall be always entered on recon 

| to any part whereof any member may enter his diſſent ; al 
- their advice, if ſo required by the governor, or any nen 
of the council, ſhall be given in writing, and figned by t 
members giving the ſan e reſpectively; which proceedings 
the council mall be laid before the ſenate, or houſe ef ock 5 
gates; when called for by them, or either of thew. 1 
-<@unpcil may appoint their own clerk who ſhall take ſuch oat 
ot ſüpport and fd li:y to this ſtate, as this convention, or! 
:&egiflature, ſhall direct; and of ſecrecy, in ſuch matters: 
Thall be directed by the board to Keep ſecret. ! 
XXVII. That the delegates to congreſs, from this att 
fall be choſen annually, or ſuperceded in the mean time! 
/ by the joint ballot of both houſes of aſſembly ; aud: t the 
pe a poration, in ſuch manner, that at leaſt two oz the vu! 
der by annually changed ; and no perſon ſhall be capable, 
- brig; @ delegate to congrels for more than three in any is 


N87) 


6: years ; and no perſon, who holds any office of profit in 
the gift of congreſs, (hall be eligible to fit in congreſs; but 
{zppointed to any ſuch office, his ſeat ſhall be thereby vaca- 
td, That no perſon, unleſs above twenty-one years of age, 
md a reſident in the late more than five years next preced- 
ug the election, and having real and perional eſtate in this 
ſite above the value of one thouſand pounds current money, 
hall be eligible to fit in congreſs, | 
XXVIII. That the ſenators and delegates, immediately 
their annual meeting, and before they proceed to any bu- 
neſs, and every perſon, hereafter eleQed a ſenator or dele- 
rate, before be atis as fuch, ſhall take an oath of ſuppert and 
Kelity to this ſtate, as aforeſaid ; and before the election of 
| governor, or men bers of the council, ſhall take an oath, 
to elect without favour, affection, partiality, or pre judice, 
ici perſon as governor, or member of the council, as they, 
ng their judgment and conſcience, believe beſt qualified for 
e office.“ 
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iX. That the ſenate and delegates may adjourn ; 
n, WW: wiclves refpettively ; but if the two houſes ſhould not 2. L 
don ee on the ſame time, but adjourn to d fferent days, then j 


hall the governor. appoint and notity one f thoſe days, ov 


e ne day between; and the aſſembly NI] then meet and be [ 
he e accordingly ; and he fall, if neceſſary; by advice of the 4 


bwunczl, call them before the time, to which they ſhall in 
dy manner be adjourned, on giving not leis than ten days 
tice thereof; but the goverr.or ſhall not adjourn the af. 


b, otherwiſe than as eforefaid, vor prorogue or diſſolve 
5 Wh, at any time. | 
fang ANN. That no perſon, unlef: above twenty-five years 
Y Lage, » refidentin this ſtate above five years next precedin 

h oat 


e election — and having in the ft: te real and perſonal pro- 
ty, above the valus of five thouſand pounds current mo- 
„ (one thovſand whereof, at leaſt, to be frechold eſtate) 
Jl be eligible as governors 

XXI. That the governor ſhall not continue in that of. 
e longer thai three years {ucceſhvely, nur be eligible as 
Verpor, until the expiration of four years aer he ſhall have 


e 0008 547 of that flice. 
«la I % "TY I : * , 
able XXIII. That upon the death, reßenation, or remo al 


ol thus ſtate, of the governor, the fia named of the coun- 


” 


il, for the time being, ſhall. act as governor; and qualify 


 when'embodied, ſhall alone have the direction thereof; an 
forces, under the laws of this ſtate, but he (ball not comma 
only fo long as they ſhall approve thereof); aud may alot 
_ exerciſe all other the executive powers of gover ment, wie 
the concurrence of the council is not required, according 
the laws of this ſtate 3 and grant reprieves or pardon: þ 
any cxume, except in ſuch cales where the law hail athermi 


lay embargoes, to prevent the departure of any ihivping, 


ral aſſembly to meet within the time of the conti: vance 
fected with the plague ; but the governor f n 


or more of them. when convened, ſhall conſtitute a b: 2d 
the trauſacting of bulinets ; that rhe governor, ter tlet 


| at ly thereupon, or at chen sext meeting. t 
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the fame manner; and (hall immediately call a megtinge 
the general aſſembly, giving not leſs than tourteen days x 
tice of the meeting, at which meeting, a governor halben 
pointed, in manner aforefaid, for the reſidue of the year, 

XXXIII. hat the governor, by and with the adi 
and conſent of the council, may embody the militia; an 


Mall alfo have the direction of all the regular land 21d ( 


in perſon, unleſs adviled thereto by the council, and the 


direct; and may, during the receſs of the general aff m} 


the exportation of any commodities, for any time vote 
ceeding thirt days in any one year—ſummoning the ge 


ſuch embarge; and may alſo order and compel any vefel 
ride quarantine, if ſuch veſſel, or the port trom which ſhe n 
have come, ſhall, on ſtrong grounds, be ſulipe ed to be 


any pretence, exerciſe any power or prerogative by virtue 
any law, ſtature, or cuſtom of Englend or Great Britain, 
XXXIV. That. th- members of the council, or any th 


being, ſhall preſide in the council, and be entitled 2% 
on all queſtions n which the council, ſhalt be divided ng 
jon; and, in the ablonce of the governor, the f raw 
the council # 1 preſicle : and, as uch, malte vote, n 
caſes, where the tur members difagiee in their of non, 
|; XXV. lat in cole of FC DIFLR Ae "il, e a T1 
eee or removeabaut of the flute, of atiy v ume 
n a incinber : the csu, the members ther im 
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XXVII. That the council ſhall have power ty make the 


0 at ſeal of the ſtate, which ſhall be kept by the chancellor 
ae time being, and affixed to all laws, commiſhons, 
* mnte, and other public teſtimonials, as has been heretofore 
„ad in this ſtate. | | | 
0 IXXVII. That no ſenator, delegate of aſſembly, or 
„eber of the councih if he ſhall qualify as fuch, fhall hold 
_ WF execute any office of profit, or receive the profits of any 
"1 (fie exerciſed by any other perfon, during the time for 
ict be ſhall be cleded; nor ſhall any governor be capa» 
eo holding avy other office of profit in this ſtate, while. 
a: 2s fuch. And no perfon, holding a place of profit, er 


teiving any part of the profits thereof, or receiving the pro- 
k or any part of the profits arifing on any agency, for the 
ply of 2 or proviſtons for the army or navy, or hold- 
2 any office under the United States, or any cf them or a 


— — to 


rl miſter, or preacher of the goſpel, of any de nomination 6 
ag. y person, employed in the regular land lervice, or ma- if 
ee this or the United States —ſhall have a ſeat in the ge- ; 
„e ofenibly or the council of this ſtate, 


| XXXVIII. That every governor, ſenator, delegate to 
res or aſſembly, ard member of the council; before he 
f s as ſuch, (hall take an oath “ that he will not receive di- 
fly or indirectly, at any time, any part of the profics of any 
ce, held by any other perſon, during his acting in his office 
governor, fenztor, delegate to congreſs or aſſembly, or 
ember of the council, or the profits or any part of the pro- 
$arifing on any agency for the ſupply of clothing or provi- 
ns for the army or navy.” | 
XXXIX. That if any ſenator, delega te to congreſs or 
Embly, or member of the council, ſhall held or execute ary 
lice of pre fit, or receive, dire c ly or indiret ly, at any time, 
profits or any part of the profits of any (ih ce exerciſed by 
otber perſon, during his ating as ſena cr, d-legate to 
cpreſs or aſſembly, or men ber of the cui his ſeat (on 
drictian, in à court of law, by the cath of two credible 
ncſſes) ſhall be void; and he ſhall ivffer the puniſhment 


ſhe m 

be 
t, 5 
ThE! 


wil and corrupt perjury, or be baniſhed this ſtate fore- 
, or diſqnaliſied forever from b. lang any Ace or place f 
Mer profit, as the court may judge. | 
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N. That the chancellor, all judges, the attorhey.o« 
ral, clerks of the general court, the clerks of the yr 
courts, the regiſters of the land office, and the rec iſten 
wills, ſhall hold their commiſſions during good bc kavia 
removable only for miſbehaviour, on conviction in à court 


Wo" * f ö * 

XLI. That there be à regiſter of wills appointed {or eꝛ 
county, who thall be commiſſioned by the governor, on: 
joint recommendation of the ſenate and houſe of delepate 

and that, upon the death, refignation, diſqualification 9 
moval out of the county of any regiſter of wills, in the rec 
of the general aſ-mbly, the governor, with the advice oft 
council, may appoint and commiſſion a fit and proper ver 
to ſuch vacant offite, to bold the ſame until the mo*ting 
the general aſſembly. | Ee" 
ALII. "That ſheriffs ſhall be el: fted in each county 
dollot, every third year; that is to, fav, two perſons tort 
office of ſheriff for each county, the one of whom h:ving 
majority of votes, or if d th have an equal number, either 
them at the diſcretion of the governor, to be comm ionge 
the governor for the ſaid office.; and having ferved th 
years, ſuch perſon ſhall be ineligible for the four y-r5 1 
ſucceeding ; bond with ſecurity to be taken every year, 
.ufual ; and no perlon ſhall be qualified to act be fore che {i 
ie given. In caſe of death, refulal, reſignation, dijqualii 
tion, or removal out of the county before the ex; ration 
the three years, the other perſon, choſen, as fore ſald, f 
be commiſſioned by the governor to execute the fad cf 
for the refidue of the ſaid three years, the ſaid perſon gin 
bond and ſecurity as aforeſaid ; and in cafe of his death, 
fuſul, reſignation, diſqualificativy, or removal out of the col 
ty. be ſoſe the expiration of the ſaid three. years, the j01en 
Wiel the advice of the council, may nominate an. con 
fon a fit and proper perſon to execute the ſaid office for 
reſidue of the [aid three years, the ſaid perfon giving bord 
ſecurity as aforeſaid. The election ſhall be held at the 
time and place apnointed for the election of del-gates; 
the juſtices there ſummoned to attend for the pre A 
the peace, ſhall be judges thereof, and of the qua HCA 
candidates, who ſhall appoint a clerk to take the vaiicts. « 
freemen above the age of twenty-one years, havirg A1 


© 191 ) 's | 

of fifty acres of land in the county in which they offer 
allot and refiding therein—and all freemen above the 
of twenty-one years, and having property in the ſtate a- 

e the value of thirty pounds current money, and having 
led in the county in which they offer to ballot one whole 

r vext preceding the election Hall have a right of ſuf- 
ge. No perſon to be eligible to the office of theriff for a 
nty, but an inhabitant of the ſaid county, above the age 
twenty-one years, and having real and perſonal.property 
the ſtate, above the value of one thouſand pounds current 
ney. The juſtices aforeſaid ſhall examine the ballots; 

| the two eandidates properly qualified, having in ech 
ing WWoty the majority of legal ballots, ſhall be declared duly 
ied for the office of ſheriff for ſuch county, and returned 
oty ie governor and council, with a certificate of the number 
tor ots for each of chem. 15 

ing CLIT]. © That every perſon who ſhall offer to vote for de- 
ither res, or for the election of the ſenate, or for the ſheriff,” 
one WW! (if required by any three perſons qualified to vote) be- 
| be be admitted to poll, take ſuch oath or afficmation of 
1s ort and fidelity to this ſtate, as this convention or the le- 
Vea, ore ſhall direct. 

che fa LIV. That a Hiſtice of the peace may be eligible as a 
wal or, delegate, or member of the council, and may conti- 
ration Wo act as a juſtice of the peace, 

aid, LV. That no field office- of the militia be cligible as a 
1d cer, delegate, or member af the council, 12 
n gui. That all civil officers, hereafter to be appointed 
(earl, We {cveral countics of this Rate, ſhall have been reſidents. 
the coe county reſpectively, for which they ſhall, be appointed, 
gore rnths next before their appeintment; and ſhall continue 
_ conſents of their county, reſpectively, during their continu- 
de for in office. 5 

; bood WL VI, That the judges of the general court, and juſ- 
i the a of the county courts, may appoint the clerks of their 
ates; ive courts; and in caſe of re!ulal, death, reſignation, 
ata Vfcation, or removal out of the ſtate, or from their 
&ca110088WGive ſhores, of the clerks of the general court, or either 
acts. wn, n the vacation ef the ſaid court-—and in cafe of the 
ig l, death, reſignation, diſqualification, or removai out of 
wity, of any of the {aid county clerks, in the vacation 
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of the county court of which he is clerk— the governor, wi 

the advice of the council, may appoint.and commiſſion a f 

and proper perſon to ſuch vacant office reſpectively, to hy 

the ſame until the ineeting of the uext general cout, ur cou 
ty court, as the caſe may be, 

* &XLV.IL. That the governor, for tbe time being, vit 
the advic and conſont of the council, may appoint the cy 
cellor, and all judges and juſtices, the artorney-venccul, way 

offers, officers in the regular land and fea {cri ic, offic 

bo the wilitia, regiſters of the land office, furveyors, and 
* ther officers of government, (aſſeſſors, conſtables, uud oy 
fers of the road only excepted) and may allo folprnd of 
move any civil officer, who has not a commiltion, duct 
good behaviour; and may ſulpend any militia oflicer, 
one month; and miy allo ſuſpead or remove avy re; 

lar officer in the land or fea ſervice ; and the gover1or y 

remove or ſufpend any wilitja_ officer, in purſuance of x 

jadgment of a court- martial. 

XLIX. That all civil officers of the appointment of 
governor and council, who do not hold commullions Cur 
good behaviour, Mall be appointed angually in the Ghicd we 
of November. But if any of them fhall Le re-aproint 

they may continue to ach, without any new £9121 (hon "73 

* qualification ; and every officer, though not c fe 

Shan cen inue to act, until the perſon who f A be 2ppolhi I 
ed and commiſſioned i hig ſtead ſhall be qualified, 
L. That the governor, eyery member of the coviiciy} 
every judge and Juſtice, before they act as ſugh, mall rel 
tively take an oath, © that he will not, through #:vour, ad 

tion, or partiality vote for any perſon to office , 4 thi 
will te for ſuch perſon as in his judgment an «of {cit 
he believes moſt fit and beſt qualified for ti an ; ans! 
he has not made, ner will make, any promiſe or 14170 
| to give his vote or intereſt in favour of any pe. 

.. LI. Thar there be two regiſters of the lau Nice, 
upon the weſtern and one upon the eaſtern ſhore ; that! 
extras of the pr nts and certificat-s of the la be 
ern and eaſtern ſhores reſpettively, be made 1 {rele 

| at the public expence, and depotited in the oft. cs 0 the 

{| regiſters, in ſuch manner as ſhall hereafter be; 445 

| 1 general wile u. bly. 


yz? 


„ 
Uli, That every ket, T7 T0 regiſter of wills, com- 


ancery courts and every clerk of the common law coprts, 
(3621 and auditor of the public accounts, helore he acls 
ſuch, ſliall take an oath. “ that he Will not Greatly er in- 
Aly | reorive 9 ſee or reward, for doing his oflice of 

| but Shar i is or ſhall be allowed 
hw; nor walk "Rirely ar indirectiy, receive the N 


| the benefit of any other perion ““ 55 0 
III. That if any governor, Noe. üg Wy 
wills, attorney- general, regiſter of the land dice; regiſter 
the chancery court, or any clerk of the common lay conrts, 
aſurer; naval officer, ſheriff, ſurveyor or auditor of pullic 


WW — 


profit, or any part of the profit ot any ollice held by a 1 
er perſon, during his acting in the office to which he is. 
pointed; his election, apporntmecit; and commiſſion (ou 
nition in a Court/of law by oath of two credible witneſſ- 
ſhall be void; and he ſhall ſuffer thepuniſhmeve tor wil- 


«the court may ad jndge. to 
AIV. Thatif any perion hall give be ide, preſent, or 
ard, or any promiſe, or any ſecurity for the payment or 
very of any money, or ary other ching, to obtain or pro- 
vote to be governor, ſenatcy, aden do coungreſs,o! 
mhly, member of the councit, o ge, or to be appointed 
y of zhe ſaid office, or to auy yy vn of profit or traſt, now 
ted or hereafter to be created in chis ftate—the-perſonr, 
ng, ard: the perſon receiving the ſame (on conviction in 
ut of law) ſhalt'be forever dilqualified to hold any office. 
rut or profit f iN the ſtate. * 

V. That every perion, appointed to a6 office of profit 
aſt, hell, befare he enters upon the execution thereof, 
mn foilowing oath; to wWwit. I, A. F. do eat, that 1 
pot hold myſelf hound 3 in Allegiance to the king of Great» 
Wu, ind that 1 will be fairhf ol and bear true aVegiante 

n | 


— 


* 


* 


Fonero the Joan office, attorney-generl, ſheriff, treaſur- 
raval officer, regilter of the land office, regiſler ol the 


any part of the e of any office held by any other per- 
and that he does not hald the. lame office | in truſt, or & 


buntes, all receive, direaly or Pry + at ANV.UME, 


and corrupt perjury, or be baniſhed this ſtate ſare ver, or 
diſqualified forever from holding oy office * truſt on pro- 
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to the ſtate of Maryland; and fhall alſo ſubſcribe ; declan 
tion af his belief in the chriſfian religion. | 


| 6 LVI. That there be a court of appeals comp ſed of pe 
ſoss of integrity and found judgment in the law, whe ings 
* ment {hall be final and concluß ve, in all caſes of appl. ft 
1 the general court, court ef chancery, and court of an [1 
dat ove perfon of integrity and found judgment is e 14 
be appointed chancellor; that three perſons of integrity an 
19 ſound ſudgment in the law, be appointed judges of the com 


now called the provincial court; and that the lame conrt; 
bereafter called and known by the name of the gener count 
W bich court ſhall fit on the weſtern and eaſtern (hors, f 
| tran{Kting 2nd determining the buſineſs of the reip-Qiy 
ſhores. at fuch times and places as the future leji12ure 
this ſtate ſhall direct and appoint. 

„ LVII. That the ſtyle of all laws run thus; © 2: 4 
nac ted by the general ass:mbly of Maryland ;”” that a1 publ 
cemiſſions and grants run thus; © The state of Nor! nd, 
5 „ and ſhall be 6 F 


igned by the governor, and atteſ+ 4 by th 
chancellor, with the feal of the ſtate annexed—erc:2t wil 
tary commiſſions, Which {hall not he atteſted by <he hancs 
lor, or have the teal of the ſtate apnexed; that #1! writs thi 
run in the taine ſtyle, and be atteſted, ſealed and ged. 
nſnal, thatall indi ments ſhall conclude, 6 against ihe /eat 
; government, and dignity of the State.” 
Wes 1 LVIII. "i hat all penalties and forfeitnres, bereteſe 
ll going to the king or proprietary, mall go to the te- 
** only tuch, zs the general aſſerpbly may aboliſh or others 
N. provide for. ; ; 
Ih LIX. That this form of government, and the '-clarati 
| of rights,and 85 part thereof, (hallbealtered, changed, or ab 
I. ec, unle ts a bill tos to alter, change or abolith the ſane tha 
pals the generalaſſembly, and be pubiiſhed atlegſt thre» mont 
before a new election, and ſhall be confirmed by the gener 
160 uſſemhly, atter anew election of delegates, in the firſt left 
| i atter ſoch new el-Qton ; provided tht nothing in hs for 
721 of govervment, Which relates to the eaſtern ſhore a t 
1 hal at any time hereafter be altered, unlefs for the alter 
tion and confirmation thereat at leaft two thirds of all 
metavers of each branch of the general aſſembly mal concy | 
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LX. Tha: cvery bill paſſed by the general aſſembly, 
then engroſſed, ſhalt be pre leuted by the ſpeaker of the houle 
delegates in the ſenate, to the governor for the time be- 
. who Ualldign the ſame, and thereto afhx the great ſeal, 
the preience, of the members of both houſes; every law 
hall be recorded in the general court office of the weſtern 
bore and in due time printed, publiſhed, and certified under 
he great ſeal, to the {ſeveral county courts, in the ſame man- 

er as hath been heretofore alcd in this ſtate. i 


This form of government was aſlented to, and paſſed it 
convention of the delegates of the freemetr of Mary- 
land, begun and brld at the city of Annapolis, the fuur- 
teenth of Augvſtl, A. D. on: thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy-lixe, . N nag a 5 


— 
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y order of the c:mventicn, © 
M. VILGHMAN, Pregigdent. 
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75 cher rote or Heu of goverment, "0 bye 


_ Fesolved upon & the delegates ond repreventatives of the y 
vera count ies and ee Virginia, in © Fene 

 connention, beld at Willlamsburgb, on the 6th of ay, g 
<< by eee 0 & 80h of July, 1776. 


E the U and repreſentatives of the good ni 
ple of Virginia, d declare the future form of gr 
vernment ot Virginia to be as follo weth: 

The legiſlative, executlve, and judiciary department, hy 
be feparate and diſtinct, fo that neither exerciſe the pou 
properly belonging to the other; nor ſhall avy perſon exe 
tiſe the powers of more than one "of them, at the ſame time 


except that the juſtices of the county courts ſhall be clip! 


zo either houſe of aſſembly. 
Ine legiſlature ſhall be formed of two o diſtine. branche 
* ho, together, {ſhall be a complete legiſlature. They ſhy 
cet once, or oftener, every year, and be called, be genen 
en of Firginia, One ef theſe ſhall be called, the Lon 
of delegates/\and conſiſt of two repreſentatives, to be choſ 
tor dach county; and Tor the diſtrict of Weſt-Auguila, am 
ally, of ſuch men as actually reſide in, and are free o1d-rs 
ike lame, or duly qualified according to law, and allo of o 
diele gate or repreſentative, to be choſen annnelly for che ci 


- of 0 lam ſburgh, and one for the n 1 of Norfolk, a 
a rep eſeutative from each other cities an 


boroughs, a5 f 
nereafter be allowed r repreſentation by the legil 


ture; but when any oy or borough Mall Tg decreaſe, s "th 


the number ol per ſons, iaving right of {yffrage therein, b 


have TONY the ſpace of ſeven. years lucceſhivel; lets ch 
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alf the number of voters in ſome one connty in Virginia,ſuc 


repreſentative to the aſſembly, © 
The other {hall be called the senate, and conſiſt of twenty- 


bs ſhall be divided into twenty-four diſtricts; and each 
unty of the re ſpective diſtrict, at the time of the election 
fits delegates, {hall vote for one fenator, who is actually a 
dent and ftreeholder within the diſtrict, or duly qualified 
cording to law, and is upwards of twenty-five years of age, 
4 the ſheriffs of each county, within five days at fartheſt; 


we convenient place, and from the poll, fo taken in their 
pective counties, return, as a ſenator, the man who {hall 
we the greateſt number of votes in the whole diſtrict. To 
p up this aſſembly by rotation, the diſtricts ſhall be equa] - 
divided into four claſſes and numbered by lot. At the end 
one year after the general election, the fix members, elect- 
bby the fixſt divillon, ſhall be diſplaced, and the vacancies 
ieby oc caſioned ſupplicd from fuch clafs or diviſion, by 
election, in the manner aforeſaid. This rotation fhall 
applied to each diviſion, according to its number, and cou- 
wed in due order annually. 1 

The right of ſuffrage in the eleQion of members for both 
ples Mall remain as exerciſed at preſent ; and each heule 
Wl choofe its own ſpeaker, appoint its own officers, ſetcle 
own. rules of proceeding, and direct writ: of election, lor 
lupplying intermediate vacaucies. . 
Alllaws ſhall originate in the huule of delegates, to he ap- 
Redl ot or rejected by the ſenate, or to be avended, with 
ent of the houſe of delegates ; except mor ey bills, which 
W laltence ſhall be altered by the fenats, but wholly ap- 
med or rejected. by | 

\ rovernay, or chief nagiſtrate, ſhall be choſen annually 
Pint ballot of both hauſes (to be taken in each houſe reſ- 
WW depoſited in the conference tam: the boxes ex- 
Wined jointly by a committce of each heute aud the nuin— 
leverally reborte 1 to them, that t% "appointinents mM 
Mered (which mall be the mode of tahiyg the joint b 
 01.botb houſes, in all caics) who ma yo; continue 
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ity or borough thenceforward ſhall ceaſe to ſend a delegate 


ur members, of whom thirteen (hall conſtitute a houſe to 
xeed on buſineſs; for whoſe election the different coun- 


ſter the laſt county election in tHe diſtrict, hall meet at 
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„ hall, with the advice of a couneil of ſtate, exerciſe the ex 


1 | any power or prerogative, by virtue of any law, ſtatute, « 
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this office longer than three ,years ſucces Tively, nor be ng 
ble, until the expiration of four years after he ſhall have bt 

cut of that office. An adequate but moderate {lar (1, 
be ſettled on him, during his centinuance in office , 2; þ 


cutive powers of government, according to the laws of thi 
e£6mmonwealth ; and ſhall not, under any pretence, «xercif 


cuſtom of England. But he ſhall, with the advice of 4 
council of ſtate, have the power of; granting repric ves or pa 
& ns, except where the proſecution ſhall have been carr 
on by the houſe of delegates, or the law. ſhall otherwiſe Mm 
ticularly direct; in which caſes, no teprie ve or pardon (|; 
de granted, but by;reſolve of the houſe of delegates. 
Either bouſe of the general aſſembly may adjourn the 
f-lves reſpectively, "The governor ſhall not prorogue r. 
Journ: the aſſembly, daring their fitting, nor diſtolve then 
any time; but be ſhall, it neceſſary, either by advice oft 
council of ſtate; or on applie: ton of a, majority of the ha 
of delegates, call them before the time to Which they fh 
ſtana proypgued or adjourned. 
A privy council, or council of ſtate, conſiſting of eig 
members, Mall be choſeii; by joint ballot of both hoate of 
tembly, either from their own members or the pech. lar 
to athit in the adminiſtration of government. 7 q 
anndally choote, out of their own members, a previ. ©: 
io caſe of desth, inability, or abſence of the govc nor h. 
be government, Niall ad as Feenengeverno „ 
members thatt be ſuſficient to act, and their a vice 11 p 
c>etlings hall be entered on ae; ard ſigned by em 
bers preſent, (to auy art whereof any member m: ty enter 
dtent) to be lid hefore the generat aſſombly, witch ca 
; for by them. This council may appoint their ow!) clerk, 
„ all have a Lalery felled by law, and. take an ot! of ſe 
x ; Sy; in ſuch matters as 4. Mall be directed by the board 
17 vabcval. X ſumn of ney,” avpropriated £9 0g & PUP 
{ha}l be divided among the members, in proport ol 
" afrerfelance ; ad they hall de incpable, during: 211017 C 
tnuange in office Mfirting | in either houſe 0! 4-1 oly 
Two meinbers 3 58 removed, by jeint ballur © boch! 


fes ol af Mmblx- ch: cod gf every three years, „d b 0 
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le for the three next years. Theſe vacancies, as well: as 
hole occaſhoned by death or incapacity, {hall be ſnpplied-by 


: 
7 * 


Ly elections, in the fame manner. 1 LS 
The delegates for Virginia to the continental congreſs 
ball be choſen annually, or [upercedetl in the mean time, by 
bint ballot f both houſes of aſſembly. _ 3 
© The preſent militia officers. In l be continued, and vacan- 
es ſupplied by appointment of the governor, with the advice 
the privy council, on-thefrecommendation from the reſpec- 
ire county courts ; but the governor and council ſhallhave a 
wer of ſuſſ,ending any officer, and ordering a court-martial, 
n complaint of miſbeha viour or inability, or to ſupply va- 
ancies of cfficers, happening when in actual ſervice, 


e privy, £0uncilz aud when embodied ſhall alone have the 
recti on of the militia, under the laws of the country, 

The two houſes of aſſembly ſhall, by joint ballot, appoint 
ges of the ſupreme court of appeals, and general court, 
ages in chancery, judges of admiralty, ſeeretary, and the 
torney-general, to be commiſſiosed by the governor, and 
ontipue in office during good behaviour. In caſe of death, 
capacity, or reſignation, the governor, with the advice ot 
he privy council, ſhall appoint perſons to ſucceed in office, 
be approved or diſplaced by both hoaſes. Theſe officers 
all have fixed and adequate ſalaries, and, together with alt 


hof every denomination, be incapable of being eleQed 
mbers of either houſe of aſſembly or the privy council, 

The governor, with the advice of the privy council, ſhalt 
point juſtices of the peace for the counties; and-in cafe of 
Kancics, or a neceſſity of increafing the number hereafter, 
ch app intments to be made upon the recommendation of 
e reſhective county courts. The preſent ating ſecretary 
Virginia, and clerks of all the county courts, Niall conti- 
Wein vince, Ia cafe of vacancies, either by death, incapa- 
ty, or refignation, a. ſecretary ſhall be appointed, as before 
raed ; and the clerks, by the reſpective courts. The 
Rent and ſuture clerks ſhali hold their offices duriug good 
haviour, to be judged of, and determined in the general 
ur, The ſheritis and coraners ſhall be nominated by the 
pective courts, approved. by the governor, with the advice 


The governor may embody the militia, with the advice of 


* 


thers holding lucrative offices, and all miniſters of the goſ- 
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| ae. | 
of the privy couneil, and commiſſioned by the governor. The 
juſtices ſhall appoint conſtables; - and all fees of the alorellid 
officets be regulated by law. | 10 : 
The e, when he is out of office; and others, of: 19. 
ing againſt the ſtate, either by mal-adminiftration, corryy. 
tion, or other means, by which the ſafety of the Nate may be 
endangered, ſhall be impeachable by the houſe of delegates 
Such impeachment to be proſecated by the attorney-yene, 
ral, or ſuch other perfon or perſons, as the houſe may appoing 
in the general court, according” to the laws of the land. ! 
found guilty, beor they ſhall be either forever d ſabled to hold 
any office under government, or be removed Nom ſuch office 
pro tempore, or ſubjected to ſuch pains or penaltics as the 
Jaws ſhall direct. SETTING 
If all or any of the judges of the general court ſhould or 
good grounds (to be judged of by the houſe of del-gates) be 
accuſed of any of the crimes or offences above mentioned, 
ſuch houſe of delegates may, in like manner, impeach the 
judge or jadges fo accuſed, to be proſecuted in the cout of 
appeals; and he or they, if found guilty, hall be puniſhed! 
the ſame manner as is preſcribed in the preceding cluuſe, 
Commiſſions and grauts ſhall run, “ in the name of the 
commonwealth of Virginia,” and bear teſt by the governor 
with the ſeal of the commonwealth annexed. Writs thi! 
run in the ſame manner, and bear teſt by the clerks of th 
ſeveral courts, Inditments ſhall conclude, “ again: i 
peace and dignity of the commonwealth.” 
A treaſurer ſhall be appointed annually, by joint Dalat of 
both houles. | KEY, | 
All eſcheats, penalties, and forſeitures, heretoſore gol, 
to the king, ſhall go to the common wealth, fave only ſuch 
the legiſlature may aboliſh, or otherwiſe provide for. 
| The territories, gontained within che charters. cr” 11 
the colonies of Maryland, Pennſytvania, North a Saut 
 Cirolina, are hereby ceded, relealed, and forever conn 
to the people of theſe colonies etpectively, with all the ng! 
of property, juriſclickion and government, and all orver rig! 
whatſoever, which might, at any time heretofore, have be 
claimed by Virginia. xcept the free navigation a0. 11e ti 
rivers Patomaque and Pokomoke, with the property of: 1 
ginia ſhores and ſtrands, ordering on either of the C.: ! rivei 


( 201. ) | | 
nd all improvements, which have been, or ſhall be made | I! 
thereon. The wellerr and northern extent of Virginia ſhall, il 
i all other re ſpects, ſtand as fixed by the charter of King 1 
ſaves J. in the year one-thoufand fix hundred and nine, and | 1 
by the public treavy of peace between the courts of Britain 1 
ud France; in the year gnc thouſand feven hundred and x- j | 
three; unleſs by act of this legiſlature, one or more g'0- | 
ments be eflabliſhed weſtward of the Alleghany moun- | | 
ins. And no purchaſes of lands ſhall be made of the Indian | 
tives, but on behalf of the public, by authority of the ge- | 
eral aſſe mbly. 
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The Cons 71ruT10N, or form of government, agreed to, 6 
 regolved upon, by tbe representatives of the free nien of id 

state f North Carolina, elected and ebosen for that parti, 
lar pur pote, in Congress asse mbled, at Halifax, Dec. 165177 


A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, &c. 


1. HAT all political power is veſted in and deri 
1 from the people only. _ 17 
II. That the people of this ſtate ought to have the { 
ang excluſive right of regulating the internal governme 
and police thereof, Yo 
III. That no man or ſet of men are entitled to exclull 
or ſeparate emoluments or privileges from the commun 
but in conſideration of public ſervices. 
IV. That the legiſlative, executive, and ſupreme judic 
powers of government, ought to be torever fepar#tc ard d 
tio ct from each other. < 3 
V. That all powers of ſuſpending laws, or the execut 
of laws, by any authority, without conſent of the r-pr een 
tives of the people, is injurious te their rights, and vgb! 
to be exerciſed, | . 
VI. That ele ions of members, to ſerve as repreſen 
tives in general afſembly, ought to be free. 
VII. That in all criminal proſecutions, every man he 
right to de informed of the accuſation againſt hi, 30 
confront the accuſers and witneſſes with other te(timony, 
ſhall not be compelied to, give evidence again!t himſcif 
VIII. That no freeman ſhall be put to anſwer any 
minal charge, but by indiAtment, preſentment, ore 
ment. 


* a9 
IX. That no freeman ſhall be convicted of any crime 
p: by the unanimous verdict of a jury of good aud tawtal, 

n, in open court, as heretofore uſed. 

X. That exceſſive bail ſhovid not be required, nor ber. 
he nes impoſed, nor cruel or unuſual puniſhments inAicted. 
XI. That geveral warrauts-—whereby an officer or meſ- 
yer may be commanded to [earch ſuſpected places with- 
xt evidence of the fact committed, or to ſeize any perſon or 


band ovght not to be granted, 

III. Tnat no freeman ought to be taken, im priſoned, or 

eized of hie freehold, libe rties, or privileges, or outlawed, 

exiled, or in any manner deſtroyed, or deprived of his liſc, 

ety. or property, but by the law of the laud. 

XIII, That every freeman. reſtrained of his liberty, is 
titled to a remedy, to inquire into the la vfulneſe thereof, 

dt» remove the ſame, if unlawful ; and that ſuch ene ly 

wht not to be denied or delayed. 

Iv. That in all controverſies at la , . proper. 

the ancient mode of trial, by jury, is one of the belt ſecu- 


es of the rights of the pebple, and onght to remain e 
Nigviolable. 


Ms of liberty, and therefore ought never to be reſtrained, 
VI. That the people of this ſtate ought not to be taxed, 
made lubject to the payment of any impoſt or duty, withs 
the conlent of themſelves, or their repreſentatives in ge- 
al aMembly, freely given. Py 

XVII. That the peaple have a right bear arms, for 
defence of the ſtate z and as ſtanding armies, in time of 
te, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up; 

that the military ſhould be kept vader firict fubordina- 
to, and governed by the civil power. 

III. That the people have a right to aſſemble toge- 
(to conſult for their common good, to inſtruct their re- 
ntatives, and to apply to the legiſlature, for redreſs of 
kvances. 

X. Tpat all men have a natural and unalienable right 


worihin Almighty God according to the dictates vi their 
eonljences; ; 


rſons, not named, whoſe * Nene, are not particularly de 
rived, and KYpported by evidence are dangerous to liber- 5 


XV. 'Chat the freedom of the preſs is one of the great but. | 
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_ thirty-three degrees fifty-ſx minutes, to thirty-five degte 
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only, ſhould be eſteemed the ſouthern boundary of this Gat 


this declaration of rights ſhall not prejudice any ta 


may have been, or hereafter {nll be, ſecured co £l1cw v2 
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fed 5% (204 | | 
XX. That for redreſs of grievances, and for amendige 
ad {trengthening the laws, elections onght to be often hich: i 
; XXI. Thata frequent recurrence to fundamenta brei 
ples is abfolutety neceſſary to preferve the bleſſings of |\\..-; 
XXII. Fbat no hereditary. emoluments, privileg, 9 

honours ought to be granted or conferred in this ſlate. 
XXIII. That perpetuities and monopolies are contrary 
tc the genius of a free ſtate, and ought not to be a'lowed, 
XXIV. - That: retroſpective laws, punithing facts co 
mitted before che exiſtence of ſuch laws, and by then on] 
deela ed criminal, are oppreſſive, unjuſt, and incompatibl 
with liberty; whereforeno expost facto law ought to be made 
XXV. "Phe property of the ſoil, in a free goverument be 
ing one of the eſſential rights of the collective body of th 
people, it is neceſſary, in order to avoid future diſputes, th 
the limits of the ſtate ſhould be aſcertained with precition 
and as the former temporary tine, between North and Sout 
Carolina, was confirmed and extended by commillione:s, 2 
pointed by the legiſlatures of the two ates, agrecais!- to tl 
order of the late king George II. in council, that live, and tl 
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that is to ſay, beginning on the ſea ſide, at a cedar α ſou 


at or near the mouth of Little River, (being the ſoutherne ed te 

- . * rer $ 
tremity of Brun{wic county) and running from thence 2 nor; ah g 
mA W 


weſt courle, through the boundary houſe, Which fande. 
Malts 


lequen 


north latitude; and from thence a weſt courſe o n =D 
Willi 3 


mentioned in the charter of king Charles I. to rhe lte g. 
prietors or Carolina, I bere tore all the territory, cs, v 
ters, and harbours, with their appurtenances, lying . wet 
the Ime above defcribed, and the ſouthern line of the itate 
Virginia, which begins on the ſea ſhore, in thirty-i:x degte 
thirty minutes, north latitude, and from thence runs neh 46 
greeable to the ſaid charter of king Charles, are the 1,8. >" 
and property of the people of this ſtate, to be held by thi . ; 
in ſovereignty ; any partial Ine, without the content of! hides 
legiſtature of this ſtate, at any time thereafter duccied. Wren 
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nations of Indians, from enjoying ſuch hunting ounds 
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er or future legiſlature of this ſtate: Aud provided ds, 
at it ſhall not be conſtrued ſo as to prevent the eſtabliſh- 

t of one or more governments-weſtward of this ſtate, by 
went of the legiſlature :z— And provided fu: ther, Thatno- 
ng herein contained ſhall affect the titles or pollcſions of 
dividuals holding or calming under the laws heretofore in 
pee, or grants heretotore made by the late king George II. 
his predeceſſors, or the late lords' proprietors, or any of 
Ws 
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The ConsSTITUT1GN, or form cf goternment, Wc, 


Wunnias allegiance and protection are in their nature 
procal. and the one ſhould of right be refuſed Phen the 
tis withdrawn 
And whereas George the third, king of Great Britain, and 
e lovereign of the Britiſh Ameriean colonies, hath not on- 
mthdrawn from them his protection, but, by an ac of the 
iſh Ieggiflature, de rings the inhabitants bf. theſe ſtates 
of the protection of che Britiſh crown, ant all their pra— 
„ found upon the high ſeas, liable to be ſeized and con- 
ned to the aſes mentioned in the faid act; and the ſaid 
ue the third has allo {ent ficets and armies to proſecute 
mel war againſt them, for tbe purpoſe of reducing the in- 
Pants of the taid colonies to a ſtate of abject Bavery : : 18 
lequence whereo:, all government under the faid king, 
tin the faid colonies, hath ceaſcd, and a total dill Jutio n 
government in many of them hath taken place. 


nd whereas the continental congieſs, having conſidered 


premiſes, and other previous violations of the rights ot 
food people of America, have therefore declared, that the 
ſeen united colontes are, of right, wholly abſolved from 
le glance to the Britiſh crown, or any other foreign ju— 
Mon wharſpever; and that the faid colonics now art; 
3 Mall be, free and independent ſtates, 

Wherefore, in our preſent ſtate, in order to prevent auar- 
oe confufion, it becomes neceſſary, that government 
Wd be eſtabliſhed in this ftate ; therefore we, the me: 
tives of the freemen of North-Carolina, choſen and al 


ed in congrels, fot the exprels purpole of framing a con- 
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ſlitotien, under the authority of the people, mo? cen 
cive to their happineſs and proſperity, do declare,”thir ag wen. 


vernment for this ſtate (hall be eftabliſhed in man ner 4 baths 7 
form following, to wrt : d pub 


I, That the leg iGative authority ſhall be veſteg igt ect 


diſlioct branches, both dependent on the people, to vic, . 
nate and bouse of common; th tow 
II. That the ſenate ſhall be compoſed of repre{cnrac WM: corn 


annually choten by ballat, one for each county in the ft 9, 
III. That the bouſe of commons {hall be com poled of hr", to 


pre:entatives annushiy chaten by batlot, two for cach coy 1 
ty, and one for each of the towns of Edenton, Ne ball cac} 
Wilmington, Saliſborough, Hillſborough, and Halifax. ers; be 

IV. That the leuate and houſe of commons, aebi ebe 
ſos the prrpole of legiſlation, ſhall be denominated, {6c h pre 
ral A ect w. 


V. Iubat each member of the ſenate ſhall have vin that 
reſnied in the connty in which he is choſen for one year ire da. 


mediatehy preceding his election, and for the {awe tinc Ml. 1 


have poſe fled, and continue to poſſeſs, in the county l hre th: 
he repreſents, not leſs than three hundred acres of ad 11 i hou! 
Vi. That each member of the houſe of commons AI. 
have ulvally readed | in the county in which he is choten the fel. 
one year immediately preceding his election, and for or pla 
months hall have poſſeſſed, ana continue to poli: (+, it: Phe ex 
County which he repreſents, not leis than one hurdted ac all of 
of land in fee, or for the term of his own lite. XIII. 
II hat all treemen, of the age of twenty-one ves ch houf 
who. have been inhabitants of a any one county within the | Ity, ju 
have lve months immediately preceding the dav of © lectin, comm! 
pot Tee of a freehold within the lame county of fiity ted 
of land, for ſix months next before, apd at the day of ele. 
bell be entitied to vote for a member ot the {enate. er to + 
VIII. That all freemen of the age of twenty-one yea Lal of 
who have been inhabitants of any one cConnty i hin IV. 
{tote twelve months immediately preceding the day of ir ft 
election, and ſhall have paid public taxes, thall be entitled 0 
vote far members of the houſe of commons fer the count! oitice 
which he reſides. t 00 p 
IX. I bat all perſons poſſeſſed of a | frethold i in 297 O88 2 ref 
1 this (late, baving 4 right ot preſentation, and all — 


* 
17 ' 


| f 205; 
, 0 Pd 
men, who have been iubab'tants of army ſuch town twelve 
paths next before, and at the day ofelection, and. (hall have 
d public taxes, thall be cutitled to vote for a member to 
weictt luch town in the: houle of commons z—Proviied oo | 
"23 «Mis {ct hall -ntitle any inhabicäne of 1 
Ways, 1 hat TS icfetion hall not entitle any mnabitan? © } 
town, to vate for members of the houte of commons, for 6 
count) in winch he may rejide, nor anv ſreeholder in {ach 
wy, who relides without or beyond the limits of lach 
hen, to vote for a member for-laid towWy. 5 1 
X, That the ſenate and houſe of commons, when met * 
7 7 
» . + 4 
leach have power to chooſe a ſpeaker, aud other their ol- q [| | 
4 
| 


r:; be jadges of the qualiſications and elections of their * 

nhers; ſit upon their own adjournwents from day to day; | 

prepare bills to be p.Ned into laws. The two houſes {hall | 

ect writs of election tor iupplying intermediate vacancies 

A hail allo ſointiy, by bellt, adjourn thewſelves to any | 

ure day and place. 8 pr | 

AI. 1 bat all bills flaft be read three times in each houſe, +4990 

hre they pals inco laws, aud be ſigned by ce ſpeakers of I! 1 
| 


Im houles. 

XII. That every perfon, who ſhall be choſen a member | 
the ſe.ate or houſe of commons, or appointed to any et- 1 
or place of truſt, before taking his feat, or entering up- | 1} 
he execution of his office, Mall take an oath to the ſtate ; my 
ball officers ſhall alſo take an oath of office- | we: 
XIII. That the gencral aſfenibly ſhall, by joint ballot of e 
u houſes, appoint judges of the ſupreme court ot law ad | 11 
My, judges of admiralty, and attorney-general, who ſhull 
tommiffioned hy the gavernor, and hold toeir offices dur- 
good behaviours. | | 
MV. That the ſenate and houſe of commons ſhall have 
er to appoint the generals and field offecers of the zuilitia, | Kid 
Lal! officers of the regular army of this ſtate. | 1 
W. That the ſenate and hovie of commons, jointly at | Thi | 
r firſt meeting alter each annual-eleQion, ſhall by ballot 1 
Rt 2 governor for one year, who {hall not be eligible to | 
vice longer chan three years, in fix ſucceſſive years. — l 
* no perlon, under thirty years ot age, and who has not 0 
Ma refident in this ſtate above five years, and hiving, in 
late, a freehold in lands and tenements above the value 
de thouland pounds, ſhall be eligible as a governor. 
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XVI. That the ſenate and houſe of conlbons. Feinde xx. 
their fiaſt meeting alter each annual election, ſhall, eee 
ele ſeven perſons to be a council of ſtate for one 5-5, , afſes 
Hall advile the governor in the execution of bis ohe; ., me 
thut four members ſhall be a quorum ; their advice aud 1 thc 
ecedings ſhall be entered in a journal, to be kept for that py by 
zofe only, and ſigned by the members prefent ; to any bees 
of which, any member preſent may enter his dilf-n+, Mk. 
tuch journal ſhall be laid before the general alc! vas a: 
Cailed tor by them. te ads 

XVII. That there ſhall be a feal of this ſtate, WWehH 1X 11 
be kept by the governor, and uſed by him as occelion wei | 
require; and ſhall be catted, the great seal of the „at- fate 
Nord. Carolina, and be Gard to all grants and commiſio MX x17 

XVIII. The governor, for the time being, ſhall been 
tain-general and commander in chief of the milicia ; ard, Mir, ma! 
the receſs ef the general aſſembly, ſhalt have power, by be in 
with the advice of the council of ſtate, to embody the me gr. 
for the public ſaſety. te, 

XIX. The governor, for the time being, ſhall have le 

er to draw for and apply ſuch ſums of money as (hall be Herb n. 
ted by the general aſſembly, for the contingencies of go. 
ment, and be 2ccountable to them for the fame. He ef; 

may, by and with the advice of the council of Rate, lay eher 
bargoes, or prohibit the exportation of any commodity, eich 

any term not exceeding thirty days, at any one time in and pa 
receſs of the general aſſembly ; aud ſhall have the power ecoun 
granting pardons aud reprie ves, except here the profccuug s! 
mall be carried on by the general aſlembly, or the law 6 tte, Hot 

' otherwiſe direct; in which cate he may, in the rece's, gere i. 
a reprieve until the next ſittigg of the general aſſembly ; Miccoun 
may exerciſe all rhe other executive powers of govc'!:1 is hay 
hmited and reſtrained as by this conſtitution is 5 me Arien and} 
and according te the laws of the ſtate. And ons an reaſty 
mability, or abſence from the ſtate, the peaker of e fon AVI 
for the time being (and in caſe of his death, inability, or re 
tence from the ſtate, the ſpeaker of the houſe of care, 
mall exerciſe the powers of government, after ſuch - wo or na 
during ſuch abſence or inability of the governor (0: ſpeuß in +; 

of the ſenate) or until a new fomination is made by te cgi 
neral aſſembly. 
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XX. That in every caſe where any officer, the right of 
hoſe appointment is by this conſtitution veſted in the gene- 
| aſſembly, ſhall, during their receſs, die, or his office dy c- 
er means beeome vacant, the governor ſhail have power, 
th the advice of the council of Rate, ro fill up ſuch vacan- 
by granting a temporary commiſſion, which ſhail expire 
the end of the next ſeſſion of the general aſſembly. 
XXI. That the governor, judges of the ſupreme court 
flaw and equity, judges of admiralty, attorney-general, hall 
te adequate ſalaries during their eoutinuance in office, 
IXII. That the general afſembly mall, by joint ballot 
both hovies, annually appoint a treaſurer or treaſurers for 
þ ſtate. | 
XXIII. That the governor, and other officers, offend- 
F apainſt the ſtate, by violating any part of this conſtitu- 
In, mal-adminiſtration, or corruption, may be proſecuted, 
the impeachment of the general aſſembly, or prefentmen: 
the grand jury of any court of ſupreme juriſdiction in this 
te, | 
XIV. That the general aſſembly ſhall, by joint ballot 
doch houſes, trienally appoint a ſeeretary for this ſtate... 
XXV. That no perſons, who heretofore have been, or 
her may be, receivers of public monies, ſhall have a ſeat 
ther houſe of general aſſembly, or be eligible to any of- 
Ein this ſtate, until ſuch perſon (all have fully accounted 
and paid into the treaſury all ſams for which they may 
Kountable and liable. 7 
XVI. That no treaſurer ſhall have a ſeat, either in the 
ne, houſe of commons, or council of ſtate, during his con- 


counts with the public, for all the monies which may be 
s hands at the expiration ot his office belonging to the 
hand hath paid the ſame into the hands of the ſucceeds 
treaſurer, 

VII. Yhat' no officer in the regular army or navy, 
if ſervice and pay of the United States, of this or any 
Mate, nor any contractor or agent for fupplying tucli 
Jer navy with clothing or proviſions; ſhall Have a feat 
in the lenate, houle of commons, or council of ſtate; 
cg ole thereto ; and any member of-the ſegate, houle 
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Race in that office, or before he ſhall have finally ſettled 


houſe of commons, or council of ſtate. 
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of commons, or council of ſtate, being appointed to a- 
cepting of ſuch office, all thereby vaeate his ſeat. 
XXVII. That no member of the council of tate (hz! 
ba ve a ſeat, either in the ſeuatd, or houſe of commons. 
XXIX. That no judge of the ſupreme court of law! 
equity, or jndge of admiralty, ſhall have a feat in the feat 
bouſe of commons, oi council of ſtate. 
XXX. That no {ecretary of this ſtate, attorney -genera 
or clerk of any court of record, ſhall have a feat in the nat 


XXXI. That no clergyman or preacher of the yo{pel, 
any denomination, {hall be capable of being a member of 6 
ther the ſenate, houſe of commons, or council of itate, wh 
he continues in the exerciſe of the paſtoral. fun- jon. 

XXXII. That no perſon who {hall deny the being 
God, or the truth of the proteſtant feligion, or the diving 
thority, either of the old or new teſtament, ar » ho H! 
religious principles incompatible with the freedom and {1 
ty of the ſtate, ſhall be capable of holding any office »» pl 
gt truſt or profit in the civil department within this te. 

XXXIII. That the juſtices of the peace, thin t. 
relpective counties in this tate, ſhall in future be rec 
mended to the goaer1.or for the time being, by thetr-preſe 
-atiyes in general aſſembly ; and the governor tha comn 
hon them accordingly ; and the jaſtices, when {© comn 
honed, ſhall hold their offices during good beha tour, 
mall not be removed from office by the general 26cm! = 
leſs for miſÞbchaviour, abſence, or inability. ü 

XXXIV. That there ſhall be no eſtablſhment of any 

religious church or denomination in this. ſtate, in rette 
to any other; neither ſhall anyperſon on any preteen 
{pe ver, be compelled to attend any place of win cont 
to bis own faith or judgment, nor be obliged to py, jor 
purchaſe of any glebe, or the building of any hov!e of wor! 


or for the waintenance of any, miniſter or mim V% 


V to hat be believes right, or has voluntary and bertel 
zugaged to perform; but all perſons mall be at ett 
-vercife their own mode of worſhip : Provide, . 
thing herein contained ſhall be conſtrued to ex-1j- pi | 
ers of trealonable or ſeditious diſcourſes, from leg. ©1:6e 
puniſhacnts.. 
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XXV. That no perſon in the ſtate ſhall hold more than 
me lucrative office at the lame time te Provided, hat no 
point meint in the militia, or the oce of a juſtice of the 
peace hall be conſidered as a lucrative office. 

XXXVI. That all commiſſions and grants (hall run in 
he name of the {tate of North-Carolioa, and bear teſt, and 
te ſigned by the governor. All writs ſhall run in the ſame 
manner, and bear teſt, aud be ſigned by the clerks of the re- 
heive courts. Indictments {hall conclude, ageinsr the 
Lace and dignity of the state. : 

XXXVII. That the delepates for this ſtate to the con- 
pental congrels while neceſſary, ſhali be choſen annually 
by the general aflembly, dy ballot ; but may be {uperceded, 
n the mean time, in the fame manner; and no perlon ſhall 
de elected, to ſerve in that capacity, for more than three 
years ſucceſſively. 

XXXVIII. That there ſhali be a ſheriff, coroner, or co- 
ners, and conſtables, in each county within this ate, 
XXXIX. That the perſon ot a debtor, where there is 
pot a ſtrong pr ſumption of fraud, ſhall nor be continued in 
piſon, after delivering uy, bona fida, all bis eſtate, real and 
33 for the aſe of his creditors, in ſuch manner as ſhall 
e hereaiter regulated by law. All priſoners ſhall be baila- 
ble by ſufficient ſuretics, upleſs for capital offences, when 
the proof is evident, or the preſumption is great. 

XL. That every foreigner, who comes to ſettle in this 
kate, having firſt taking an oath of allegiinee to the ſame, 
n purchaſe, or, by cther juſt means, acquire, hold, or trant- 
er land, or other real eſtate ; and. after one year's refidence, 
ſhall be deemed a free citizen. | 

XLI. That a ſchool or ſchools ſhall be eſtabliſhed by the 
egilarure, for the convenient inſirugion of youth, with ſuch 
aries to the maſters, paid by the public, as may enable 
them to inſtruQ at low prices; and all uſeſul learning ſhall 
be duly encouraged, and promoted, in one or more univerſities, 

XLII. That no purchaſe ef lands ſhall be made of the 
Indian natives, but on behalf of the public, by authority of 
le general aflembly, | 

XLIII. That the witure legiſlature of this ſtate ſhall re- 
gulate entails, in fuch a manner as to prevent perpetuitiess 

LIV. That the declaration of rights is hereby declared 
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congreſs from making a temporary proviſion, for the well or 
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to be part of the conſtitution of this ſtate, and ought nere 
to he violxted, on any pretence whatſoever. 
XLV. That any member of either houſe of general af 
ſembly ſhall have liberty to diſſent from, and protei! : ail 
any act or reſolve, which he may think injurious to the py! 
lic, or any individual, and have the reaſons of his 4 4 
tered on the journals. 

XLVI. That neither houſe of the general affen 14! 
proceed upon public buſinets, unleſs a majority = 
members of ſuch houſe are actually preſent ; and thai, upon 
a motion made and ſeconded, the yeas and DAY 3, u por 211 
queſtion, ſhall be taken and entered upon the journa's ; aud 
that the journals of the proceedings of both dieſes of thy 
general aſſembly ſhall be printed, and made public nuvi 
ately after their adjournment. 

— his conſtitution is not intended te preclude the preſent 


N 


oultity 


Lecti 

dering of this ſtate, until the general aſſembly {hail «(vl en 

denn, agreeable to the mode herein before delcrib:1d hor 
RICHARD CASWELL. Fresid II. 

embe ; 

this f 
III, 

2 folle 

By order, | dale 

TAXES GREEN, jun. Secrets, 2 

riſt ( 

„Joh. 

. Anc 

. (3004 

all 

4 ho! 

Paul 

; „Bart! 

3 | Jame 

John 

- ten} 

Helo 

Luke 

ince W 

Pete. 


' December the eighteenth, one thouſand {even bund ed al 
teventy-ſiæ, read zhe third tune and ratified in op+1) £0 


Freis. 


ONSTITUTION 


OF 
SOUTH-CAROLINA. 


E the delegates of the people * South-Carolina, in 
general convention met, do ordain and eſtabliſh this 
wſlitution for its government. 
ARTICTE: I. 

E, I. The legiſlative authority of this {tate ſhallbe 
led in a general zfſembly, which ſhall conſiſt of a ſenate 
x houſe 7 repreſentatives. 

II. The houſe of repreſentatives {hall be compoted of 
embers choſen by ballot every fecond year, by the citizens 
this ſtate, qualified as in this conſtitutiou is provided. 

III. The ſeveral eleckion diſtric's in this ſtate thall elect 
following number for repreſentatives, VIZ 
jaleſton, (including St. Plulip and 


1 


St. Michael, 


Fifteen members 


but Church, 'Ibree members 
„ John, Berkeley, Ihree members 
Andrew, Three members 
. 1 Dorcheſter, Three members 
ames, Gooſe creek, Three members 
n and St. Dennis, Three members 
„Paul. Three members 
„Gartholemew, Three members 
james, Santee, Three members 
„John, Colleton, Three members 
Stephen, I'hree members 
Helena, T tiree members 
Luke, Three members 
Ince William, Three members 
Peter, Three members 
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luch election, or, (uot having ſuck frechold or town lot) ka 


wry (:. #445] 
Al! Saints, (including its ancient boundaries) One nom! 
Winyaw, (not ivcludrig any part of All | 


poie a 


wards 


9 yote f 
Saints) Ihree Mentor be leo 
Kingſton, (not including any part of All E 
| 837 * proper 
aints) ; [ Wo nme. e! of V 
] XV illianſburgh, | Fu nen 0 G 
v2 41 N r ry % |, ntitle 
I BITE a * 1 WO neu, eat 
= v nt 
Marlderongh, > Foo netüb p 
| 3 
Cheſterſct. | Two mip! F 5 
Darlingtod, $23 ; Two memben alifie 
York, £ Three wen be V. 
Che der, | | ; Jo menibe ben 
Fairfield F One "ET xpreſe 
airtieldy Two membe 8 
Richland, 1 wo mien; 1. 
_ * this 
Lancaſter, 25 To mende ne 
| Kerſhaw, 1 o INC ber ne 5 
Claremont, of | Two member 17 
, — plied, 11 
Clarendon, Two moved © 
Adbeville, | 3 Three mer: 
* 5 I've of 
Edgeticld, i hree membe Fon 
X 0 5 , f ' on 
Newbury, (including the Fork between wed f 
Bread and Saluda rivers) Three me mbe nds 
5 Laurens, | Three member VII. 
Onion, 82 Two membe fr f. 
Spartan, Two wembe tis g 
Greenville, | 723 I wo "n moe! Ment; 
Pendleton, a Three 3. e1 Ve ame 
St. Matthew, | wo (111,061 Narleite 
Grange, Two mem bel Micha 


Winston, (including the diſirict between 


buſt ( 
Savannah river and the North Fork of 


„John 


5 Ldiſto,) Thi ee me . And, 
Saxe Gotha, 1 hree men.vt 


Beor 
0 IF Mm 6 
hon 


Paul, 


IV. Lyvery free white man, of the age of twenty 
years, being a citizen of this ſtate, and having refed there 
. 89 1 „ 

two years previous to the day of election, and who b2ta 


' freehold of fifty acres of land, or a town lot, of which be A nt 


been legally ſeized and poſſeſſed at leaſt fix mont:s hela 


fame; 
John, 


been a reſident in the election diſtri, in which ve ellen Steph, 
give his vote, fix months betore the laid election, and be Helen 
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da tax, the preceding year, of tt ree ſhillings ſterling to- 
* the ſupport of this government, ſhall have a right to 
„e for a member or er $ to ſerve in either branch of 

ſe legillature, for the election diſtrict in which he holds ſuch 
Peer „or is 10 reſident. 

v. The returning officer, or any other perſon pre ſent, 
mitted to vote, may require any perſon, who ſhall. offer his 
pte at an election, to produce a certificate of his citizenſhip, 
yd a receipt from the tax colie&or, of bis having paid a tax, 
pit ng him to vote, or to ſwear and affirm, that he is duly 
lied to vote, ar reeably to this conſtitution.” 
"Vf, No perſon ſhall be eligible to a ſeat in the houſe of 
wreſentatives, unleſs he is a free white man, af the age of 
enty-one years, and hath been a citizenſhip and refident 

this ate three years previous to his election. If a rebdent 
the election difirift, he ſhall not be eligible to a ſeat iu the 
ſe df repreſentatives unleſs he be legally ſeized and poſ- 

Wed, in his own Tight, of a ſettled freehold eſtate of five hun- 
ted acres of land, avd ten negroes ; or of a real eſtate, of the 

ue of one hundred and lte pour ds ſterling, clear of debt. 

ba non-refident, he fall he legally ſeized and poſſe fed of u 

uled free hold eſtate therein, ok the value of five hundred 

funds ſterlipg, clear of debt. 

VII. The Tenate ſhall be compoſ-d ot members to be cho- 

tor four years, in the following proportions by tha citigens 

tuns Rate, qualified to eg et members to the kouſe of re- 
dentatives, at the fame time, in the fame manner, and at 
tame places, where they ſhall vote for repreſentatives, viz. 


barletton, (including St. Fhilip and St, 
8 Mir hacl,) 


Two members 


ſt Church, | One member 

John, Berkley, O:e member 
be Andrew, 1 One member 
e Gcorpe, | | One member 
as, Gooſe creek, One member 
"IF bowas and St. 7 AY One member 
pl JI Oue member 
* hurtholeme w, | One member 
ey hmes, Soviet, | One. member 
1 dan, Colleton, | One member 
1 * teh! den, One member 


Heieng, | | | One member 
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St. Luke, t _ y One Tema 
Prince William, One mem ba! 
St. Peter, | | One mende eat 
All Saints, Oe One wehe. 
Winyaw and Williamſburgh, One member, 0 
Fort ty and Kingſton, One mene tte 
arlborough, Cheſterkeld, and Darlington, Two member ar the 
York, - One meme dired? 
 Fairheld, Richland, and Cheſter, One r,'embe uber 
Yancetter and Kerihaw, | One mene cove 
Claremont and Clarendan, One menbe ee of 
Abbeville, | One me) un 
Edgefield, WF One mernb:Wbold re 
Newbury, (including the Fork between the g 
Broad and Saluda _ One membe d by 
Laurens, One webe ee of | 
Union, 1 One ni: nba. - 
Spartan, | | One mente lat 
Greenville, F p One men 0:4 
Pendleton, | One mene ber tr 
St. Matthew and Orange, One meme empe! 
Winton, (including the diſtrick between Lunder 
Savannah river, and the North Fork of III. 
Ediſto,) One mee rmine 
Saxe Gotha, One m. mh trly be 
VIII. No perſon ſhall be eligible to a ſeat in the fam. 


unleſs a free white man, of the age of thirty years, a II. 


been à citizen and reſident in this ſtate five years pe, an! 
his election. If a reſident in the eletion diſtri, he hut to + 
be eligible unleſs he be legally ſeized and polleTed, i Hor in 
own tight, of a ſettled frechold eſtate of the value tſp flu! 
hundred pounds ſterling, clear of debt. If a non eden or an. 
the ele ion diſtrict, he ſhall not be eligible, unleſs !:- vel Wt any 
gally ſeized and poſſeſſed, in bis own right, of a fertien in Mitel: 
bold eſtate in the {aid diſtrict vf the value of one thou ing t. 
pounds ſterling, clear of debt, M arre 
IX. Immediately after the ſenators ſhall be aT-mb1-4, V. 1 
conſequence of the firſt election, they ſhall be divide! by A eclon 
into two claſſes, "The ſeats of the ſcnators of the ir! i dl retu 
ſholl be vacated at the expiration of the ſecond ce 100 WW lite; 
the ſecond elaſs at the expiration of the fourth vear ; ore. 
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e half thereof, as near as poſſible may be cholen, forever 
preatter, every ſecond year, for the term of funr years. 


X. Senators, and members of the hyufr of reprefenta- 
es, Mall be choten on the ſecond Monday in October next, 


d the day following, and on the ſame days in every ſecond 


xr thereafter, in ſuch manner and at fuch times as ar here- 
directed :—and thall meet on the fourth Monday in No- 
uber annually at Culumbia, (which fhall remain the ſeat 
government, until otherwife determined, by the concur- 
de of two-thirds of both branches of the whole repreſen ta- 
n) unleis the caſualties of war, or contagious diſorders, 
ld render it unfafe to meet there; in either of which ca- 
the governor, or commander in chief for the time being, 
y, by proclamation, appoint a more ſecure and convenient 
ce of meeting. 
XI. Each houfe ſhall judge of the eleCtions, returns and 
lfcations of its own members; and a majority of each 
le Mall conſtitute a quorum to do buſineſs ; but a [maller 
bber may adjourn ſram day to day, and may be authorifed 
compel che attendancg of abſent members in ſuch manner, 
lunder ſuch penalties, as may be provided by lay, 
Ul. Each houſe ſhall-chooſe by ballot its own office rs, 
ermine its rules of proceeding, puniſh its members for dil. 
trly behaviour, and (with the concurrence. of two-thirds) 
ea member, but not a ſecond time for the ſame canſe. 
III. Each boufe may punilh, by impriſonment, during 
ur, any perſun- not a member, who ſhall be guilty of ai. 
kt to the houſe, by any diſorderly or contemptuous be- 
our in its pre ſence —or who, during the time of its ſit- 
ne! threaten harm to the body or. eſtate of any mm- 
lor any thing ſaid or done in either houſe--or who ſhall 
vt any of them thereſor—or who ſhall aſſault or arreſt 
viene ls, or other perſon, ordered to attend the houſe, in 


Jong to, or returning theretrom, or who ſhall reſcue any 


am arreſted by order of the houſe... 


IV. The members of both houſes ſhall be protected, in 


berlons and eſtates, during their att:ndance on, going 
returning from; the legiſlature, and ten days previous 
ir litting, af.d ten days after the adjournment of the 


ature, But theſe privileges ſhall not be extended fo as 
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to pra ted any member Who ſhall be charged with treat 
feloiy, or breach ofthe peace. 

A Biils for raiſing a re venue ſhall orig": 

oule of reprelentatives, but- may be altered, amen: 
jected by the ſenate. 

All other bills may or iginate in eitber bouſe, auf £m. 
amended, altered, or rejected \y the other. | 

XVI. No bill or ordivance- ſhall have the force ftv 
until it Mall have been read three times, and on tirer {ey 
ral days, in each houſe, has had the great feal affe 0 
and bas been tgnes | in the leuate houle, by the pre ded 
the fer ite aud peaker of the hauſe of ee e es 

XVII. No money hall be drawn out of the public t 
fury, but by the legillachve avthotity of the ſtare. 

XVIII. The members of the legiſlature. who {114}! af 
ple under this conſtitution, Mall be entitled to rec: ive out 
the public treaſury, as à compenſation for their expouſes 
ſum not exceed; ug {even ſhillings ifleriing a day, during th 
attendance on, going to, and returning from the lege! 
but the ſame may be igcrealed or dimiviſted by lay, if: 
cuuiſtances ſhall require; but vo atterations Gall be ma 
b any legiſlature, to take effect during the eniſleuce ot & 
Kaige dure, which ſhall make ſuch alte ration. 

XIX. Neither houle ſhall, during their feſkon, «ith 
the content of the other, adjourn for more than thrice 4 
nor to any other place than that 1 in which Une two hon uiesh 
be tttiv 

XX. No pill or ordinance, Which ſhall have bee. 
ed by either hope, ſhall be pes moe” in Again 3 che 
ting, without leave of the houſe, aud notice of fi> 4a abe 
pre ionſly given, | 

XXI. No perſon ſhalt be cligibie to 5 eat in the leg 
ture whilſt he helds 'any- office of 5 50 or truſt under 
ſtare, the United States, or either of them, or müder 4% 9 
power except officers in the militia, 2. my or ua u 
ſtate, juſtices of the peace, or juſtices of the count; cou 
while they receive no ſalaries; nor ſhall auy co: 1tracio 
the army or navy of this ſtate, the United States, o! el 
of thew, or the agents of ſuch contractor, be el'p pile tos 
in either houſe. And if any member ſhall accept or e 
any of the ſaid diſqualiſying offices, he thall yaca'c oy 
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XXI f. If any election didric ſhehl negleg to chocde a 
ember or members, on the days pfelection, or it any per- 
bn choſen a member of either hauſe fhould rzlule to qualify 
nd take his Tear, or ſhovltt die. depart the ſtute, or accept oi. 
wdiſqualifying cflice, a writ of ele@ion muſt be iſſued by 
te preſident of the ſenate, or ſpeaker of the houle of repre- 
ntatives, (as che cafe may be) for the purpoſe of filling up 
ke vacancy, thereby brcahoned, for the remainder of the 
ern for which the perſon fo rafuſing to qualify, dying, de- 
ting; the ſtate, or acrepting a dilquelifying office, Was e- 
ted to fervw. Wn 6 

XXIII. And whetets the minitters of the Yoſyel are, by 
er profeffion, dedicated to the fervice of Cos, and the cars 
[{euls, and ovght not, to be diverted om the great duties 


preacher, of any religions perſuation, whHſt he chtinnes 
the exerc)ie of his peſto Cinftions, mall be elipible ta 


ce of governor, lieutenant governor of to g laat in the 
re or heuſe of repreſentatives. ? 


ers, 
J. The execrifive auth rity of this Nate hall be inveſted 


f; 
na: governor ta he choſen in manner following: As ſoon 
Novo be after the firſt meeting of the ſengte and houſe of 


reſentatives, 21d at evety Grft pweting of the havſe of 
reſentatives thereafter, when ge majority of both houſes 
Ill be preſent, the ſenate avdhonte of reefentatives Nall, 
Ay, in the Houſe of repreſentatives chonte, by ballot, a 


be made. 


els he hath attained the age of thirty years, and unless 
e teized and poſſeſſed of a ſettled eſtate within the fame, 


Jr WW, clear of debt. | 3 
„ perſon Having ſerved two years as governor, ſhall be 
die to that office till after the expiration of four years. 


ace, or cornriſiflion, civi or military, (except in the militia) 
or Sr in this ſtate, or under any ſtate, or the United States, 
iy other power, at one and the ſame time. 

ezeßgl. A lieutenant governor hall be choſen, at the ſame 


in the lame manner, continue in office for the ſame pe- 


[their function, therefore no miniſter of the gaipely or pub. 


retnor, to continue for two years, and until a new election | 


| No perſon ſhall be . office of goyernorʒ 


I's own right, of the value of fifteen hundred pounds ſter. 


o perſon ſhall hold the office of governor, aud any other 


( 226 ) 
riod, and be poſited of the fame qualifications, 29 +1,. , er. 
n ; | bo av 
IV. A member of the ſenatepr bouſe of tepreſentgdive 

being choſeu. and acting as gov. rnor or lieutenant g 
ſhall vacate bis ſeat, and another perton (hall ve £4.94 ; 
his ſtead. | 
V. In caſe of the impeachment of the governe;, 0 
removal from office, death, reſignation, or abſence om . e i 
tate, the heutenant-governor {hall fucceed to his wifi ce, 
And in caſe of the impeachmient of the licutenant-g-v 1,iif,,q by 
or his removal from office, death, reſignation, or aber. 
from the ſtate, the preſident of the ſenate ſhall fuccecd 0 
-office, tilt a ngmination to thoſe oſñ ces reſpeRigely hl 
made by che ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, fr the alice 
mainder of the time for which the officer ſo impeached e. i ſtat 
ved from office, dying, reſigning, ſor being abſent, was eledt | 
VI. The governor {hall be commander in chicf of the a th. 
my and navy of this ſtate, and of the militia, except why 
they ſhall be called into the actual ſervice of the Unit 
States. ge? | 5 
VII. He ſhall have power to grant reprieves and pe 
dons, after conviction (except in cates of impeachmen:) og 
ſuch manner, on ſach terms, and under ſuch reſtri&tions, Wl; 
he thall think proper; and he (hall have power to rewit fü 
aud forfeitures unleſs otherwiſe directed by law. 
VIII. He ſhall take care, that the laws be faithfully 
ecuted in mercy. 


IX. He ſhall have power to prohihit the exportation 
proviſion, for any time, not excceding thirty days. 


. 
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X. He fall, at (tated times, receive for his ſervice: a %. Tue 
penſation, which ſhall neither be increaſed or diminiſted d impeac] 
ing the period for which he ſhall have been elected. b the c 


XI. All officers in the executive department, when Wi... 
quired by. the govervor, ſhall give him information it: writ an 
. * * - a 1 . * EY * 3 | 
upon any ſuhject, relating to the duties or their re ſpectivec vg for 
ces. a 8 ; tion ; 

XII. The governor (hall, from time to time, vive tou... o. 
general aſſembly information of the condition of ie . 7. 
and recommend to their conſideration fuch meature; 6p... 
fall judge neceſſary or expedient. NY ”* 
XIII. He way on extraordiuary eccaſions, coe Per th 


% 


„ 
eral affembhiy, and in caſe of diſagreement between the 
wo honles with reſpect to the time of adjournme , adjourn 
hem to ſuch time as he l think proper, not beyond the 

wrth Monday in the month of November then enſuing. 

| _ ARTICLE LI. 5 
J. The judicial power ſhall be veſted in ſuch ſuperior and 
ncrior courts of law and equity, us the legiflature ſhall lrotm 
me to time, dtrect and eflabliſh, = | 
The judges of each ſhall hold their commiſſions during 
od behaviour z and judges of the ſuperior courts ſhall, 2c 
kted times, redeive a compenſation tor their ſervices, which 
ball neither be increaled or diminiſhed during their continu- 
ice in office; but 'they ſhall receive no fees, or perquſſites 
[ office, nor hold any other offce of profit or truſt, under 
$ {tate, the United States, or any other power. 
II. The ſtyſe of all proceſſes ſhall be, “ The Rate of 
mh-Carolina.” All proſecutions ſhall be carried on in the 
me and by the authority of South-Carolina, and conclude, 
Againſt the peace and dignity of the ſame.” 
| ee | 
All perſons who ſhall be choſen or appointed to ary office 
profit of truſt, before entering on the execution thereof, 
take the following oath : 1 du ſwear, (or affirm) that I. 
duly qualified according to the conftitution of this ſtate, 
exerciſe the office to which I have been appointed, ard 
to the beſt of my abilities, diſebarge the duties thereof, 
preſerve, protect and defend tie conſtitution of this ſtate, 
lof the United States.“ 
| | ARTICLE. V. | 
i The houſe of repreſentatives hall have the ſole power 
mpeaching ; but no ampeachment {hall be made, unleſs 
a the concurrence of two thirds of the houſe of repreſent- 
I. All impeachments ſhall be tried by the ſeuate. When 
ug for that purpoſe, the ſenators ſhall be on oath or af. 
*tion z and no perſon hall be convicted without the con- 
thce 07 two thirds of rhe members prefent. 
Hl. The governor, eutenant-governor, and all the ci- 
lice "s, ſhall de liable te impeachment for any miſdemeau- 
L office ; but judgment in fuch caſes ſhall not extend 
et than to a remo. al from office, and dilqualification 80 
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1 
bold any office of honour truſt or pr ofit under this ſtate. Th bee 
party convicted fhall nevertheleſs be liable to ind .mn u 
trial, judgment, and puniſhment, According: to law. 1 

| ARTICLE VI. | ed, a 

I. The judges of the ſ uperior courts, commiſſiuner; ofÞ:v* 
the treaſury, ſecretary of the ſtate, and fur veyor-general, tha 
be elected by the joint ballot of both hovſes, in the houſe] 0 
remeſentatives. Ihe commithoners of the treaſury,!-cretan 
of this ſtate, and ſurveyor- general, ſliall hold their otfice: {6 


Four years : : but ſhall not be eligible again for four year: if | 
ter the expiration of the time for which they fhall have beet Y 
elected. lines 
II. All other officers ſhall be appointed, as they then V/ 
have been, until otherwiſe di-eA&ed by law; but ftcrifts her be 
hald their offices for four yeers, and not be again eligible ent 
four vears after the term for which they ſhall have been e dehay 
Tefted. = VI 
III. All commiſſions ſhalt be in the name and by the lit 
thority of the ſtate of South- Carolina, and be ſeated t 
Heal of the nate, and be figred by the governor. J. 
ARTICLE VII. ductet 
All lass, of force in this ſtate at the paffing of this con and x 
Rho ſhall ſo continue; until altered or repealed by the | elde 
. gillature,except where they are temporary, which in caie W 11. 
ſhall expire at the times reſpeRively Kmitod for their aol: 
tion, if pot continued by act of the legiſtature. Wall r 
- ARTICLE VIII. III. 
I, Phe free exerciie and enjoyment of religious prof reer 
fon and worlhdp. without diferimination or preference, rm: 
forever heren ſter, be allowed within this ſtate to all an kin OP ar; 
provided that the liberty of confcience, thereby decl: ſubmit 
{ball not be fo conſtrued as to excufe acts of licentiouſneffſeh2rle 
Gr jubify practices inconbſtent with the peace or ſafe {WV tr 
this ſtate. & may 
J. The rights, privileges, immunities, and eſtates of b IV. 
civil and religious ſocieties, and of corporate bodies, ſua et the 
main as if the conſtitption of this ſtate had not bee ted; 
or awerſden. ä Pablix 
- ARTICLE IX. 3G 
111. All boper is originally reſted 1 in the people Met 
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free governments are founded on their authority, and are in- 
fituted fot their peace, ſafety, and happincls. 

IV. No freeman of this ſtate ſhall be taken, or impriſon- 
cd, or diſſeized-of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or out- 
wed, or exiled, or in any manner deftroyed, or deprived of 
his life, liberty, or property, but by the judgment of his peers, 
or by the law of the land; nor ſhall any bill of attainder, ex 
pl {ato Jaw, or or law impairing the obligation of contracts, 
wer be paſſed by the legiſlature of this Rate. | 

V. The military ſhall be ſubordinate to the civil power. 

VI. Exceſſive bail ſhall not be required, nor exceſſive 
fines impoſed, nor cruel puniſhments inflicted, | 
ui. The legiſlature ſhall not grant any title of nobility, 
n bereditary diſtindion, nor create any office, the appoint- 

ment to which hall be for any longer time than during good 
behaviour. ; 
VIII. The trial by jury, as heretofore uſed in this ſtate, and 
de liberty of the preſs, ſhall be forever inviolably preſerved. 
t ARTICLE X. 2 

1, The buſineſs of the treafury ſhall be in future con- 
duced by two treaſurers, one of whom ſhalt hold bis office 
ad refide at Columbia; the other ſhall hold his office and 
elde in Charleſton. 

II. The fecretary of ſtate, and farreyor-genera}, ſhall 
hole their offices both in Columbia and in Charleſton. They 
all refide at one place, and their deputies at the other. 

III. At the concluſion of the circuits, the judges ſhall 
meet and fit at Colnmbia, for the purpoſe of hearing and de- 
termning all motions which may be made for new trials, and 
m arreſt of judgements, and ſuch peints of law as may be 
ſubmitteck to them. From Columbia, they ſhall proceed to 
Chirleſton, and there hear and determine all ſuch motions for 
few trials, find in arreſt of judgment, and fuch points of law 
s may be tubmitted to them. 

IV. The governor ſhalt always reſide, during the fitting 
che legiflature, at the place where their ſeſſion may de 
geld; and, at all other times, wherever, in his opinion, the 
pablix good may require. | 
V. The legiſtature ſhall, as ſoon as may be convenient paſs 
uus, tar the abolition of the rights of primogeniture, and for 
Hing an Equitable diſtribution of the real eſtate of inteſtates. 


4. 
v of ' dicks is 4 iS eas hv g * —— 0 —— 2 — N 12298 


{ 224 ) 
"AD ARTICLE XI. . 
No convention ohe people all be called, wirtels by the 

concurrence of two thirds 'of both branches of the witole te. 

preſentation. FL ) "FD | 

No part of this conſtitution ſhall be altered, unleſs a bi!) tg 
alter the ſame ſhall have been\read three times in the houſe 
ok repreſeutatives, and three times in the ſenate, and agreed 
to by two-thirds of both branches of the whale re preſentat oni. 
neither ſhall any alteration take place, until the bill o agreed 
do, be publiſhed mree months previous to a new cle ien fer 
members to the houſe of repreſentatives ; and if the alte-at.on, 
propoſed by the legiflature, ſhall be agreed to, in their Ert (+1. 
hon, by two thirds of the whole tepreſentacion in both bran. 
ches of the legiſlature, after the lame (hall have beer cad 
three times, of three ſeveral days, in each houſe, then, and 
not otherwiſe, the ſame Hall become a part of the conſtitution, 
Done in Convention, kt Columbia, in the ſtate of South. 
Carolina, the third day of June, in the year of our Lord, 
1790, and in the fourteenth year of the independence of 

the United States of America. | | 

By the unanimous order of the Convention, 


9 88 8 CHARLES PINCKNEY, Precident 
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E, the underwritten delegates from the geople, in 
convention met, do declare, that the following arti» 
tes ſhall form che conſtitution for the government of this 
fate; and by virtue of the power in us veſted for what pur- 
pole, do hereby ratify and'confirm the (ame. 
i ARTICLE I. 

I, The legiflative power ſhall be veſted in two ſeparate 
and diſtin branches, to wit; a fenate and houſe of repre- 
ſentatives, to be ſtyled, „ the general assembly. © 

II. The jenate ſhall be elected on the firſt Monday in 
October in every third year, until ſuch day of election be al- 
ered by law; and ſhall be compoſed of one member from 
eich county, cbeſen by the eleQors thereof, and (hall conti- 
we for the term of three years. 

I. No perſon ſhall be a member of the ſenate, who ſhall 
xt have attained to the age of twenty-eight years, and who 
Vall not have been for ora an inhabitant of the Uni- 
ed States, and three years a citizen of this ſtate ; and ſhall 
de en mbabitant of that county for which he ſhall be elected, 
nd have reſided therein fix months immediately preceding 
lis election, and ſhall be poſſeſfed- in his own right of two 
bundred and fifty acres of land, or {ome property to the a- 
tount of two hundred and fifty pounds. | 

IV. The ſenate ſhall eleQ, by ballot, a preſident out of 


their own body. 


< The ſenate ſhall have ſolely the power to try all im- 
dehments. | : i 

VI. The ele gion of members for the houſe of repreſent- 
ves call be aunual, on the firſt Monday in OQober, until 
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fuch day of eleQion be altered by law, and ſhall be co 1. 
of members from each county, in the fol lowing pProjurtiong 
Camden, two; Glynn, two; Liberty; four ; Charthan, fv, 
Efingham, two; Burke, four; Richmond, four; Will see 
Wafhingfon, two; Green, two; and Franklin, two. 
VII. No perſon ſhall be a membet of the houte „ches 
got nb who Thall not have attained to the age of twenty 
ouyecors, and have been ſeven years à citizen of the Unir, 
States) and two years an inhabitant of this ſtate; and ce 
be an inhabitant of that county for which he ſhall be edc 
and have refided therein-three months immediately pb; 
his ele lion ; and ſhall be poſfeſſed in his 6wn right ty 
hundred acres of land, or other property to the amoy 1 g 
one hundred and thirty pounds. TN | 
VIII. The houſe sf repreſentatives ſhall choo!s the 
ſpeaker and other officers 5 
IX. They ſhall have ſclely the power to impeach he 
ſone who have been ar may be in dice. ; 
X. No perſon, holding a military eemmiſon, or office 6 
profit, under this or the United States, or either of :hen 
except juſtices of the peace and officers of the militia) 1 
be allowed to take bis ſeat as a member of either branches 
the general aſſembly; nor thall any ſeustor ur repre ſentatll 
be elected to any ic 
his appointment. _ 
XI. The meeting of the general atembly fall be ahn 


on the firſt, Monday in November, until luch day of me-tug 


be altered by law. 

XII. One third of the members of each branch u ha 
power to proceed te buſinets; but a fmaller number may as 
jcury from day to day, and compel the attendance i tht 
members in ſuch manner as.cach-houſe may preſcribe. 
XXIII. Each houſe thall be judges of the elections, retur 
and qualifications: of its own members ; with powers to t 
or puniſh for diforderly behaviour. 


XIV. 'Noleiator or repreſentative ſhall be liabl 9 9 


arreſted during his attendance on the general aſſembh. !v 
à realonable time in going thereto ar returning home, cel 
it be for treaſon, felouy, or breach of the peace; nor {1.15 
ny me wber be liable to anſwer for any thing ſpoken in dc 
in eicher houle, in any court or place elſewhere. 


C O profit which thall-be created during 
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V. The mertbers of the ſcyate and houſe of repreſent- 
des ſhall take the following oath or affirmation : © I, 4. B. 
L {olemnly ſwear, (or affirm, as the cafe may be) that Lhave 
ot obtained my election by bribery or other unlawfal means; 
md, that I will give my vote, ou all queſtions that may come 
efore me, as a ſenator, or repreſentative, in luch manner as, 
y judgwent, will beſt promote the good of this ſtate: and 
at 1 ſhall bear true faith and allegiance to the ſame, and to 
he utmoſt of wy power, obſerve, {upport, and defend the 
onſtitution thereof.” 

XVI. The general affemhly ſhall have power to make all 
ws and ordinances which they fall deem neceſſary and pro- 
er for the good of the fate, Which ſhall not be repugnaut to 
his conſtitution | 

XVII. They fhall have power to alter the bourtlarics of 
be preſent counties, and to lay off new ones, as well out of 
he coumies already laid off, as out of the other territory be- 
Inging to this Rite. When a new county or counties ſhall 
lard off out of any of the preſent gounty or counties, 
ch new cognty or counties ſhall have their repreſcatation 
portioned ont of the number of the repretentatives of the 
punty or counties nt of which it or they ſhall be laid out; 
Mm when any new county ſhall be laid off in the vacant ter- 
ory belonging te the tate, ſuch county ſhall have a num- 
er of repreſentatives, not exceeding three, to be regulated 
nd determined by the general atſembly. And no money 


* 


this late except by appropriations made by law. 
XVIII. No clergyman of any denominatiou {hall be a 
era of the general aſſembly, | | 


ARTICLE 11, 


bo ſhall hold his office during the term of two years, and 
all be ele &ed in the following manne! ; 25 


their making a heuſe, iu the firſt, and in every ſecond year 
eaſter, vote by ballot for three perſons; and ſhall make 


" gn in the prefence of the houſe; and deliver it in per. 
io the ſenate ; and the ſeyate ſhall, on the {ame day pro 
T by ballot, to elect one 07 the three perſons baving th, 


all be drawn out of the treaſury, or from the public funds 


J. The executive power hall be veſted in a governor, . 
II. The houſe cf repreſentatives Mall, on the ſecond day 


lilt containing the names of the perſons vated. for, and of 
e number of votes for each perfon—-»vhich lift the ſpraker 
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gia, and will, to the beft of my abilities, prelerye, protect an 
defend the ſaid ſtate, and cavie juſtice to be execute wit 


* 
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higheſt number of votes; and the perſon having a niajoriy þ 
of the votes of the ſenators preſent, ſhall be the gover: ;1, uf 

III No perſon all be eligible to the office of 94:11, Miſthe? 
who Mall not have been à citizen of the United States tuch een 


years, und au inhabitant of this [tate ſix years, and who at 
not attained to the age of thirty years, and y ho dots no! vol. n 
ſeſs five hundred acres of land, iv his own right, within th; 
ſtate, and other ſpecies of property to the amount of on: t1cy 
land pounds ſterling. 


IV. In caſe of death, reſignation, or diſability of they 90 


vernor, the preſident ef the ſenate ſhall exerciſe the c eye 


powers of government, until ſuch difability be removed, « ar 
tintil the next meeting of the general aſſembly. 

V. The governor mall, at ſtated times, receive {or his 
ſervice a compenſation which {hall neither be increaſed ng 
dimmiſhed during the period for which be ſhall be «l-cied; 
neither {all be receive within that period, any other cn 
ment from the United States, or any oi them, or from an 
foreign power. Before he enters on the execution of |: is of 
fice, he ſhall take the following oath or affirination': 1 Gol 
temnly lwear, (or + flirm, as the caſe may be) that ! wi 
farthtully execute the office of governor of the ſtate © Gear 


we 
Fun 
1 de 


de g 


merey therein, according to the conſtitution aud laws bt 
fame.“ 

VI. He mall be cometinder in think] in and over the att 
of Georgia, and of the militia thereot, 

VII. He ſhall have power to graut reprieves for off: 
ces againſt the ſtate, except iu cales of impeachment. © 41 ; 
grant pardons, in all cates after conviction, except fc: es 
fon or murder, in which caſes he may teſpite the ce 
and make report thereof to the next general aifeiuliy, b 
whom a pardon may be granted, 


VIII. | He ſhall ifue writs of election to fill up alt vic e. 
cies that happen in the ſenate or houſe of repreſen tatig 
and ſhall have power to convene the general aſſembly c off 
traordinary occaſions, and ſhall give them, from time to ter 
information of the {tate of che republic, and recommend 
their conhderation luch meatlures xs he may deem ute. 


and 9 


8 

IX. Iu caſe of a diſagresment between the lenatt and: 
houſe of repreſentatives; with re ſpect to the time to which 
be general aſembly ſhall adjourn, be may adjourn them to 
ſuch time as he may think proper. 
X. He fhall have the reviſioh of all bins paſſed by both 
koutes, before the ſame ſhall become laws; but two thirds of 
both houſes may paſs a law notwithitanding his diff-at, and it 
y bil ſhould not be returned by the governor within five 
lays after it hath been preſented to him, the Tame ſhall be a2 
uu, unleſs the general afletubly, by their adjournment, fhall 
event its retura. 7 
XI. The great ſeal of the ſtate ſhall be depoſited in the 
Rec of the ſecretary, and it ſhall not be athxetl to any in- 
Iumcnt of writing without it be by order of the governor, 
general aſſembly ; and the general ds may direct 
he great ſeal to be altered. 

nner | 

I, A ſuperior court {hall be held in {ach coun.y twice in 
ery year; in which ſhall be tried, and brought to final de- 
lon, all cauſes, civil and criminal, except ſuch as may be 
best to a federal court, and fuch as may, by law, be reſer- 
ed to inferior juriſdidtion. 
I. The general aſſembly ſhall point out the modes ef cor- 
ting errors uud appeals, which {hall extend ſo far as to em- 
ber the judge? to direct à new trial by jury within the 
ty where the action originated, and which ſhall be final. 
III. Courts merchant hall beheld as on #4 ag e 
> och regulations as the general afſembly way by law direct. 
IV. All cavſes mall be tried in the county where the de- 


TN), 


ant refides, except in caſes of real eſtate, which ſhall be 
reiß ede the county where ſuch eſtate lies, and in criminal ca- 
uo mch ail be tried in the county where the crime ſhall 
„committed. 

Y. The judges of the ſupreme court and attorney-gene - 
v cos hall have a competent ſalary eſtabliſhed by law, which 
aten tot be increaſed or diminiſhed during their continuauce 
eee, and all hold their eommiffion 1 the term of 
© (NIC years. | 
mT ARTICLE iv. | 
clo The eleftors of the * of both branches of the 

> 
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general aſſembly (ball be citizens and inhabitants of this late 
=. and ſhall have atttained to the age of twenty-one years, og 
Y have paid tax for the year preceding the election, and dual 

have reſided fix months within the county, 
II. All elections {hall be by ballot, and the houſe © re. 
preſentatii es, in all appointments of ſtate officers, fhall vor 
for three perions; and a liſt of the three perſons having the 

i * higheſt nuwber of votes, ſhall be ſigned by the ſpeaker, and 

ſent to the ſenate, which ſhall from ſuch lit determine, by 
majority of their votes, the officer elected, except militin of. 
ficers and the ſecretaries of the governor, who ſhall bc a5. 
pointed by the governor alone, under ſuch regulation: and 
reſtrictions #3 the genera] aſſembly may preicribe, The ge. 
neral aſſembly may yeſt the appointment of inferior ofbcery 
im the governor, the coprts of juſtice, er in ſuch other manner 
as they may by law eſtabliſh, 5 
III. Freedom of the preſs, and trial by jury ſhall reman 

1 inviolate, | | : 

q IV. All perſcns ſhall be entitled to the benefit of the wri 

1 of Habeas Corpus. | 

V. All perſons ſhall have the free exerciſe of reli 

without being obliged to contribute to the ſupport of any rt 

ligicus profeſlion but their own, 

_ VI. Eſtates ſhall not be entailed ; and when a pciion 
dies inteſtate, leavirg a wiſe and children, the wiſe ſhall ag 
a child's ſhare, or her dower, at her option; if there be 5 
wiſe, the eſtate ſhall be equally divided among the chi} re: 
and their legal repreſentatives of the firſt degree, The dige 
bution of all other inteſtate eſtates may be regulated by a 

VII. At the general clegion for members of aff: 2:51, 
the year ove chouſaud leven hundred and ninety-four, bee 
lectors in each county {hall elect three perſons to repreſer 
them in a convention, for the purpoſe of taking into conlider 
ation the alterations neceſſary to be made in this conftüd 

tion, who ſhall meet at ſuch time and place as the gene: +! 4 

 fewbly may appeint; and if two-thirds of the whole 11.15: 

* mall meet and concur, they ſhall proceed to agree on fich: 

1 terations and amendments, as they may think proper. Pt 

\ vided, that after two-thirds hall have concyrred to F vc 
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VIII.  Thie cooftitution ſhall take eflect, aud be in fall _ 
force, on the firſt Monday in Oftober next, after the adoption 
of the fame; and the execotive hall be authoriſed to alter 
the time tor the fitting of the {uperior courts, fo that the 


ſme may not interfere with the annual eleciiens in the reſo FAT 


peclive 8gunties, or the meeting of the-firſt general allembly. 

Done at Auguſta, in copveytion, the fixth day of May, in 
the year of our Lord, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty-aine, and in the year of the ſovereignty and in- 
dependence of the United States, the thirteenth, 

Wu. GIBBONS, President and Delegate from Chatham, 


fa Emanee), Juſtus H. Scheuber, 8 Chatham - 
Benjamin Lawer, Jobn Green, N. Brownſon, Effingham. 
David Emanucl, Hugh Lawion, William Little, Burke. 
dr. Marſhal, W. F. Booker, Leonard Marbury, Richmond. 
john Talbet, Jeremiah Walker, ; Wilkes. 
aochtan M' Intoſh, Liberty. 


Uexander Biſſet, : Glynn, 
ared Irwin, John Watts, ToNua Williams, Waſhington, 
iddleton Woods, Franklin. 
oſeph Carmichael, Henry Karr. Greene. 
Atteſt, D. LoxGSsTREET, Sechy. 
* We bave beard thay à convention was hold, but have not 


ad of any alierations in this consibut ions 


| { 

5 6231 3 | 19 
to alterations and amendments, a majority ſhall determine 1 
o the particulars ot ſuch aferations and amendments.“ | 
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munity as {nch,and to enable the individuals, w ho cow poſe it 


| to enjoy their natural rights, and the other bleflings whid * 
W the Author of exiſtence has beſtowed upon man: and wh: i as 
4 ver thoſe great ends of gove:; ument are not obtaincd, th * 
people have a right, by common confent, to change it, and 1 8 . 

take ſuch meaſures as to them may appear neceſſary, to pro * rye 

| mote their ſaſety and happinels. * 57" 
. And whereas the inbabitents of this Nate have ( con! ohiel 
| deration of protection only) heretofore acknowledged ic. 1. 
„ ance to the king ol Great Britain ; and the {aid king has ng 10 55 
| only withdrawn that protection, hut commenced and ite l 
tinues to cary on, with unabated vengeance, a men . ; 

1 and unjuſt war againſt tbem; empley ing thercin ,. Wit 
| the troops of Grear- Britain, but ſoreign mercenaries, [+ vage * 
1 and ſlaves, for the avowed purpole of reducing them + ll, 15 wo 
"bt tal and abject {ubmiſſion to the deſpotic dominaticr 1 0 Te . 
{l ; Britiſh parliament, with many more acts of tyran-y, (a0 heyy, 
ik fully {et forth in the declaration of congreſs).whereby al! © dis | 
| legiance and fealty to the faid king and bis Cucce!! rs, 4 95 10 
1 diſſolved and at an end; and all power and authority dere Phibiti 
4 from him ceaſed in the American colonies. An een. E 
5 he territory, which now comprehends the ſtate ol "A FA 
| F- did antecedently of tight belong to the government 4 I 
1 Hawpfhire,.and the former governor thereof, viz. U Ak 
lency Benning Wentwerth, Eſq. granted many chan Ines 

lands and corporations within this ſtate to the preſcnt i . * 

bitants. and others. And whereas the l te licute ar-, 
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* | _ Golden, of New-York, with others, did, 19 Violate Pl 
| 7 


"A Ne, 


Wt — — 


FLIP ©. 24 Y 

Ache tenth commitind, covet thole very fands: and by a 
alle repreſentation, made to the court of Great Britain, (in 
the year 1764, that for the convenience of traue and admin- 
ſication of juſtice, the inhabitants were de Hhrous of being an- 
xexed to that government) obtained juriſdiction of thoſe ve- 
ry identical lands, ex parte, which ever was and is diſagreta- 
Ye to the inhabitants... And whereas the legiſlature of News 
York ever have, and ſtill continue to difown the good people 
this fate, in their landed property, which wilt appear in 
he complaitits hereafter inſerted, and in the 36th fection of 
their preſent conſtitution, in which is eſtabliſhed the grants of 
und made by that government. | 

They have refuſed to make re · grants of our lands to the o- 
gival proprictors ard ocenpants, unleſs at the exorbitant 
ate of 2,3 O00 dollars fees. for each towiſhip; aud did enhance 
he quit-rent three-fold, and demanded an immediate delive- 
ol the title derived from New-Hampthire., 

lhe judges of their ſupreme court have niade a folenin de- 
aration, thar the charters, con veyanccs, &c. of the lands 
beluded in the before deſcribed premiſes, were utterly null 
id void, on which {aid title was ſounded, In conſequence 
{which declaration, writs of pofleſſion have been by them 
ſled, and the ſheriff of the county of Albany fent at the 
ad of fix or {even hundred men, to enforce the execution 
hereof, 

They have paſſed an act, aunexivg a penalty theretc, of 
kirty pounds fine, and lis months impeioumeut, on any per- 
v who thovld refule aſſiſting the ſheritt, after being requeſt- 


f > 
, for the purpoſe of executing writs of poſſeſſion, 
Ihe governors Dunmore, Tryon, and Colden, have made 
granite of ſeveral tracts of land included in the premiſes, to 
rain favourite land jobbers in the government of News 
ork, in dire violation of his Britanaic inajeſty's expreſs 
ohibition, in the year 1767. | 
They have iſſued proclamations, wherein they have offered 
ge furs of money for the purpole of zpprehendivg thole 
'y perions, who have dared be!diy and publicly to appear 
defence of their juſt rights, ; h 
They did paſs twelve acls of vutlawry on the ninth day of 
arch, A. D. 17744 empowering the reſpetiive judpes of 
en lPreme court to m ard execution of death againdt thee 
4 


whahitants in the ſaid" ada, that a they mould judge to be of 


brra- fe 
lenders, without trial. roverni 
They have and ſtill eontinue an unjuſt cabin to thoſc lane et it i 
which greatly retard em igration into OY r this o. 
tate. f els of | 
They have hired forcked troops; emigrants from Scotlar ee for 
at two different times, and. ROI nem to diive us out o. rol dice 2 
ſeſhon. > jen wh 
They have ſaut the Try on our-frontiers to diſtre': con 
They have proceeded ta ereft the counties of Cum!;-1! 1 icciarat 
and Glouceſter, and eſtabliſh. courts of juſtice there, afte theWſonſticu! 
were diſcountenanced by the anthority of Great-Britun. herein. 
The free convention of the ſtate of New-Y ork. at Taeter on 
iem, in the year 1776, unanimouſty voted, * Thar a!! it bich (h 
rents, tarmerly due to the ling ol Gr exr-Dejtniy, are now cuiſated, 2: 
and owing to this convention, or ſuch future-governmon: ae 
(hall be hereafter eſtabliſhed in this ſtate.“ treat cu 
In the feveral ftages of the aforeſaid oppreſſtons, u ln ned. 
. petitioned his Britannic majeſty in the moſt humble wana 
for rede ſa, and. have, av very. great expenſegreceived ler ven 
reports in our favour; and. in other inſtances, her 
have petitiq on d the late legiſlative authority of Ne v. 
thoſe petsions have been treated with neglect. And e 
as, the local tuation of. this Hate rom New- Y.ork, wii 2 
at the extreme part Is vpwards of four hundred fifty 1!) 
from the ſeat: o that gevermnent, renders it extteme dil 1. TH 
colt to continue under the juriſdiction of ſaid ſtate: d ha ve 
There ſore it is abſolupely neceſſary, for the welfare engt v 
ſafety of the inhabitants of.this Rafe; that it ſhould be * 1cguiri 
fir: 0 a kree aud independent fate, aud that a juſt, peru and o 
nent, and proper formof government ſhould ezeift in i. deren 55 
ved from ad founded an the authority of the peoj/!c be 90 
; Arge ble to the direction of the honourable Aneric: 31 CONE arpren 
T3 r temal 
Wa the ropreleatatives of tbe freemen of Vermont, ' ren) 
any, dauvention met, tor the expreſs. purpoſe of rnit they 
ſuch 2 government-—confeſſing the goodneſs of th- nt of d. 
overnor of the univerſe (wha alone knows to whit Jo. Th 
of earthly: bappineſs manki:*. may attain by pertecting os, x 
Arts of government) in permitting the people of th 90 partie 
„the ow 


by, ch, edulent, aud W e berg ately 


* 


br for themſelves ſuch rules as they (hall think beſt, for 

prerning their future ſociety ; and being fully eee 
at it is our indiſcenſable doty to eſtabliſh ſuch original prin- 
ies of government as. „ill beſt promote the general happi- 
jeſs of the people of this ſtate, and their poſterity, and pra- 
ide for future improvements, without partialrty lor, or pre. 
tice againſt, any particular clats, ſect, ot denominztion of 
jen whatever 3 do, by virtue of authority veſted. in us by 
ur conſtitvegts, ordain, declare, aud eſtabliſh the following 
claration of rights, aud frame of government, to be the 
atitution, of this commonwealth, and to remain in force 
herein. forever unaltered, except in ſuch articles as ſhall here- 
ter ou experience be found to require improvernent, and 
hich ſhall, by the ſame aucherity of the pesple, fairly dele- 
ated, as this frame of government dicects, be amended on 

paved, for the more effecual obtaining and ſecuring the 
eat end and deſign of all enen herein before me- 
nets. 


—_— —— — 
CHAPTER I. 


SCCARATION of the RIGHTS of the ru Tr ve the- 
STATE of VaRMONT, 


J. THAT all men are bern equally tree and indeperdert; 
d have certain watural, inherent, and unalienable right; a- 
poſt which are the enjoying and de ſendling life and libert 
«cquiring, poſſyſling, and protecting property—and pur ſu- 
and obtaining happineſs and lafety. Therefore, no male 
con bore in this ccuntry, or brought from over ſea, ougrht: 
de holden by law to lerve a ny perſon, as a fervant, we, 
zpprentice, aſter he arrives d the age of twenty-one years z 
| e. in like manner, after ſhe arrives to the age of. 
neen years; unlefs they are bound by thetr own. content 
ter they arrive to ſuch age; or bound by law for the pay- 
nt of debts, damages, ſines, co''s, or the like. 
II. That private property ought ro be ſubſervient to pubs. 
vles. when neceſſity requ.res s It 3 Neve wtheiets. whenever. 
Fpyrticular man's property. bs 88 an for the vie of the pu- 
„the owner ought to receive an equivalent in money, 
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III. That all men have 4 natural and unallenabbe riphy 
to worſhip Alniighty God according to the diftates of hei 
own cunſcieneirs and underſtandings, as in their opinion ty 
be regulated by the word of Gou ; and that no man THT 1 
or of right can be compelled to attend any religious worth 
or erect or ſupport any place of worſhip, or maintain ad y mi "tht 
niſter, contrary to the diftates of his own conſcience; no *. 
can any man be juſtly deprived or abridged of any ciy;] righ IX — 
x3 a citizen, on "account of bis religious ſentiments, or peu. 
Har mode of religious worſhip ; and that no authority cf =; 
or ought to be veſted in, or aſſumed by any power h1: {ve 2 
ver, that hall in any caſe interfere with, or in any manne x p 
contfrovnl the rights of confcience, in the free exerciſe el de . 
Zious worthip: Nevertheleſs, every ſr& or detominaiion o Es 0 
briſtians ovght to obſerve ahe Sabbath or Lord's tay, an © 7 p 
keep up ſome fort. of religious worſhip, which to then {al 6 WW 
ſeem woſtiagreeable to the revealed will of Ged. Ks 
IV. Every perfon withis this commonwealth ons !:t tt TI + 
find a certain remedy by having recovrle to the laws, tor 1. _ 
Injuries or wrongs which he may. receive in his perſan, pro 010 1 
perty, or chara der; he cught to obtain right and juſtice tet ere 
ly, and without being obliged to purchale it—cowpletc's, an W 
without auy denfal—-promptly, and without delay ; chen Dip . 
ably to the Jaws. , . Fe 
V. That the people of this Nate, by their legal ent "A 
ſentatives, have the ſole, excluſive, and inherent rigl 0; co lern 
verning and regulating the internal police of the (ams. icolle 
VI. That all power being originally inherent in, a XI. 7 
fequently derived from the people; therefore, all OI er5( " EI 5 
government, whether legitlative or executive, are the, Win 10 >, 
tees and ſervants, and at alt times in a legal way, act Ain 
to them. : Bot. wk 
WIE et government is, or eught to be inſtituted 297 put 
the common benebt, protection and ſecurity of the pop Wl, = 
nation or commubity, and not for che particular emc rue I 
or advantage of any ſingle man, family, or ſet of me N by th 
are a part only of that community; and that the cone | bend 
hath an indubiteble, unalſenable, and indefeaſihle re! 
reform or alter government, in tuck. manner as mal! * 
that community, judged to be moſt conducive to the pu 
weal» 18 2 5 
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vil. That thoſe who are employed in the l-giflative aud 
tive büliels of the (late m iy be reſtrained from oppreſ- 


eat laws for reducing their public officers to a private 
tion, and for up} lying their vacancics in a conſtitutional 


NK proper. 
IX. Tue all elections dughe to be free and without cor- 
bon; and that all freemen, having a ſufficient evident 
mon intereſt with, and attachmeat to the cemmunity, 
e 2 right to e officers and be cletod into otſicr. 
X. That every member of * 42 hath a right to be pro- 
ted in the enjoyment. of lifz, liberty and property; and 
pref ore is bound to Contribute his proportion towards the 
wenſe of that pro eckion, and yield bis perſonzl ſervice, 
den e or an equivalent thereto ; but no part of a 
's property car be juflly taken from him, or applied to 
blic ules, without bis own conſent, or that of the repre. 
„tire body of the freemen; nor can any man, who is 
baten ſcrupulous of bearing Irs, be juſtly compel- 
- £rete, if be will pay ſuch equivalent; nor are the peo- 
bound by any law but ſuch as they have in like manner 
nted to, for their common good, And previous to any 
being made to raiſe a tax, the purpoſe, for which it is to 
ied ought to appear evident to the legiſtiture to be of 
te lerviee to the en, than the monev weuld be it 
t colle ed. 
Al. Lhat in all pro fecutions for criminal offences, a man 
t a right to be heard by bimſelf apd hi: council to de- 
nd the cauſe and nature of bis accuſation--to be confront- 
Veith the witneſſes—to call for evidenc? in his favour, and 
kedy public trial by an impartial jury of the country, with- 
{the unanimous conſent of which jury he cannot be found 
diy —nor can he be compelled to give evidence againit lim - 
i- nor cen any man be julily deprived of his liberty, e- 
p by the aus ot the 17 or th judgment of his peers» 
XII. That the people. have à right to hohl themſelves, 
ir houſes, papers, and poſſeſſions, free from. ſearch or ſei- 


ſt made, affording ſufficient foundation for them, and where. 
any officer or meſſenger may be commanded or required 
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n, he people have a right by their Tegal repreſentatives, | 


uner, by regular elections, at ſuch pertods as they may 
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to ſearch luſpe ed places, or to Cine any perfor or pole, 


his, her, or their property hot particularly deſcribed, er op 
trary to that riglit and ought not to be granted. be 0a 
XIII. That no warrant, or writ to attach the bern I. 
eſtate of any freeholder within the ſtate, thall be fc: 19 emigrs 
vil ackien, without the perſon or perſons, who may auge forr 
fuch warrant or attachment, Krſt make oath or affir., |, a5 th 
the authority who may be requeſted to iſſue the tame, tut cn 
or they are in danger of lohng his, her, or their debts. XXII. 
XIV. That when an iffue in fach, proper for the cht. 

2ance of a jury, is joined in à court of law, the partic. have 
right to à trial by jury ; Which ought to be held ute. Wi... by 

XV. hst the people have 4 right of freedom of 5x x 177 
and of writing wid publiſhing their featiments, con: :r::fh 37 +1 
the tram ſactiens of government and therefore the irc: (anew 
of the preſs ought not to be reftrained. 

XVI. The freedom of deliberation, fpzech, and den 

in the legiſlature, s ſo eſſential to the rights of the peo! + 

it cannot be the foundation of any acculation or protect 
action, or complaint, in any ober court or place wh: loc, 

XVII. The power of ſuſpending laws, or the c accu 
ef laws, ought never to be exercifed, but by the leg Hug. 7 


or by authority derived from it, to be exerciſed in ſuc !; par 
cular cales only as the legiſlature ſhall exprefsly provide | 
XVIII. That the people have à right to bear 4110, 
the defence of themtelves and the ſtate 5 and as ſtanvtioy! 
mies, in the time of peace, are dangerous to liber 
ought not to be kept up; and that the Military . 


kept under ſtri ſubordination to, and governed bye 4 
power. 5 * | | 7 1975 or, (o 
XIX. That no perſon in this commomrealth can, in | 

_ eaſe, be ſubjected to law- martial, or te any penalties 0: pul”. ( 

dy virtue of chat law, extept thoſe employed in the 2rny i is { 

te militis in actual ſervice. s ha 
XX. That frequent recurrence to fuda mente ane. 
ples, and a firm adberence to juſtiee, moderation, ten gg e 
industry, and frugality, are abſolutly ueceffary to ren 
tlie bleſſings of liberty, and keep governmetit free; eee; 
ple ought therefore to pay particular attention to tba hehe. 


in the choice ef officers aud repreſentatives ; and have 
in u legal way, to exact a due and Conſtant regard '0 1. 


* 
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m their legiſlators and magiſtrates, in the making and ex- 
wing ſuch laws as are neceflary for the good government 

the Hate. 2 ö EB | 
XXI. That all people have a natural and inherent right 
emigrate. from ont ſtate to another, that will receive them; 
o form a new ſtate in- vacant countries, or in ſuch coun- 
a; they can purchaſe, whenever they think chat thereby 

can promote their own happiuefs. | 
XXII. That the people have a right to aſſemble together, 
onfult for their common goed to inſtruct their repre- 
natives, and to apply to the legiſlature for redreſs of griev- 
es, by addreſs, petition, or remonſtrance. 
IXIII. That no, perſon hall be liable to be tranſported 
of this ſtate, for trial for any offence committed within 


ſame. | 


— 2— of" 


SHA P. II. 
PLAN or FRAME of GOVERNMENT, 


uWect. I. THE commonwealth or ſtate ef Vermant, ſhall 
aoverned hereatter by 2 governor, (or lieutenant. govern- 
count], and av atfembly of the y-preſentativer ol the free- 
of the ſanje, in manner aud orm following: 

WH, de {upreme legiflative power ſhall be veſted in « houſe 
"epic ſontatives of the freemen or commonwealth, or [tate 
i WW ermont, ; = | 

OF. The ſupreme executive power ſhall be veſted in a go- 
or, (Or, i his ablence, a licutenant-governor, ) and coun» 


coll”. Courts of juſtice ſhall be maintzined in every coun- 
s fate, and alſo in new counties when formed; which 

s 211 he open for the trial of all cauſes, proper for their 
"0 2ance, and juſtice ſhall be rherein impartially adminiſter- 
n ont corruption or unreceſlary delay. The judges of 
oo oUreme court ſhall be juflices of the peace throughout 
e te; and the {everal judges of the county courts, in 
[00888 reipe Give counties, by virtue of their oftices, except in 
of ſuck cauſes as may be appealed to the county 
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| v. A kuture leg ſtature may, when they ſhall con 
the lame to bc expedient and neceſſary, erect a court of ch. 


( cery, with ſuch po wers as are uſually exerciſed by that coy 


or as. {hall ar to the intereſt of the commonwealth: b. 
aided they do not N chemſelves the judges of the 
1 "Tourt. 4 


VI. The legillative, executive, an judiciary de partme: 
ſhall be ſeparate and diſtinct, ſo that neither excicile 
powers 55 pelongiug to the other. 

| VII.“ Id order that the freemen of this Nute may ey 

„ the benefit of gle Aion, as equally as may be, each toy wi 

in this ſtate, that « confifts or may conſiſt of eighty be 
kabitanteg Within one feptenary-or ſeven years next fler 
eftabliſbing this conſtitution, may bold elections ther-1n, 
chooſe each two repreſentatives ; and each other nab. 

- rownin this ſtate may, in like manner, chooſe each ne te; 

ſentative to repreſent them in general afſemby, dur. ; 
laid feptenary or ſeven years ; and after that, each) 
town may, in like manner, held ſuch elechion, and clover 
one repre ſentative forever thereafter. 

VIII. The houſe of repreſentatives of the ſrectr et 
ſtate, all confilt of perſons moſt noted for wifdon aud! 
tue, io be choten by ballet by the freemen of ede tout 
this ſtate reſpectiycly, on the ict Tueſday of Scpicrnue 
nually forever. 

1X, The fepreſentatives ſo cholen, (a majority f 
ſhall choftitute a quorum for tranfaQting any othe; bui 
than railing a ſtate tax, for which two-thirds of il} men! 
cleQed {hull be preſent) hall meet on the ſecond l 11 
the ſucceeding October, and (hall be ftyled, 74 74 
Semify-of the state of Vermont; they ſhall have pov 
chooſe their ſpeaker, ſecretary of the Fate, their c en, 
other neceſffary officers of the houfe—-fit on thei: 10 
jovrumems prepare bills, and ena@ them into la = 
of the ele ion and qualifications of their own «20 

- they may expel members, but not for cauſes Kno 
| - conſtituents antecedent to their election; they m. all 

1 niller oatHs or affirmations, in matters depending beloret 

—redrefs grievances—iwpeach Nate criminals— 5 
ters of wicorporation——covſtitute towns, borough: cities 
<oupties ; ; they may anpually, 1 in their urſt ſeſſion «iter! 
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&:Aiom, and at other times when vatancies happen, che 
delegates to congreſs 5 and ſhall alſo, in conjunction with 
the c*unci}, annvally, (or oftener, if need be) ele judges of 
the ſupreme and ſeveral county acd probate. courts, ther: ffs 
and juſtices of the- peace: and ally with the Council, may e. 
ect major-generals and brigaaier-generals, from time to time, 
as often as there ſhall be occalion ; and they ſhall have all 
other powers neceffary for the legiſlature of 4 free and ſove- 
rrign tate; bu: they Mall have no power to add to, alter, a- 
bolih or ivfringe, any part of this conftitution. 

X. The ſupreme executive.counchi of this ſtate ſhall can- 
ſiſt of a governor, lieu:enant-governor, and twelve perions, 
chaten in the following manter, viz. The freemen of each 
ten ſhall, on the diy of ecle&ion for chooling reprefenta- 
tives to attend the genera] aſſembly, bring in their votes for 
governor, With his name fairly written, to the conſtable, who 
all feat them up and write on them, votes fur the povernor, 
and deliver them to the repreſentative cholen to attend the 
general aſſembly; and at the opening of the general aſſem- 
bly, there ſhall be a conimittet appointed upt of the council 
ac aſſembly, who, after being duly ſworn to the faithful 
wcharge of their truſt, ſhall proceed to receive, fort, and 
ent che votes for the governor, and declare the perton wlo 
has the major part of the votes to be pouvernor, for the year 
enſu'ng.” And rt there be no choice made, then the council 
and general aſſembly, by their joint ballot, ſhail make choice 
01 2 governo. N 

ihe ſieutenant-governor and treafurer ſhall be choſen in 
the manner apove dire del. And cack freeman ſlielhgive in 
welve votes tor twelve counſellors, in the fome manner: and 
the twelve higheſt in nommation fha!l ſerve Ir the exſuing 
Fear as Counteliors. 8 

XI. The governor, and in his abſence, the lientenant- 
governor, with the council, (a major part of whom, including 
the governor or lievtenant-governor, wall b» « quorum to 
inta& butinels) Mall have power to commillunate all effi- 
ders und alſo to appoint officers, txcept where pg. iftor is 
vr tall de orherwite made by law, or this fee of goveru- 


rer; and feen tepply any vacancy in any office occahoned 
by death or otherwiſe, until the office £24 be filied in the 
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manner direQed by law or this conſtitution. They are tg ſpea 
cCorreſpond witk other ſtates—tranſact bulineſs with officers bur 
ot government, civil and military, and to prepare ſuch bh. of al 
 -nels as may appear to them neceſſary to lay before the gene. prod 
ral aſſembly. "They ſhall fit as judges to hear and determine {crib 
on inpeachments,.taking to their aſſiſtauce, for advice on, V. 
the judges of the ſupreme court; and ſhall have power to mem 
grant pardovs, and rewit fines in all caſes wharioever, except any | 
in treaſon and murder, in which they ſhall have power :o grant riovs 
reprieves, but not to pardon, until after the end of the next what 
ſeſſion of aFembly, and except in caſes of impeachment, in right 
which there ſhall be ne re miſſion or mitigation of puniſhment, WH ſtate 
but by act ef legiſlation, They are alſo to take care he bone 
the laws be faithfully executed. They are to expedite the to th 
execution of ſuch meaſures as may be reſolved upon by the WI oath) 
general aſſembly ; and they may draw upon the. trealurer er Unde 
ſuch ſums as may be appropriated by the houſe of repreter:. An 
ativess They may allo lay embargoes, or prohibit the ex- ſub'c: 
portation of any commodity, for any time not exceeding thir- Yo 
ty days, in the receſs of the houſe only; they may grant ſuck che ur 
licences as ſhall be directed by law, and ſhall have power to icke 
call together tle general aſſembly when neceſſary, before tle ¶ and ne 
Gay to which they ſhall ſtand adjourned, The governor e add pr 
| be captain-general and commander in chief of the forces of WI _ An: 
the ſtate, but ſhal! pot command in perſon, except adviſed Wi titer | 
thereto by the council, and then only as long as they ſhall fate. 
approve thereof; and the Jieutenant-governar ſhall, by vis XII 
tue of his ofte, be lieutenant- general of all the forces »f ii Wi ſembly 


ſlate. The governor, or lieufenant-governor, and the coun, WM adinifh 
cil, ſhall meet at the time and place with the general atten bent 
bly ; the lieutenant-governor hall, during the preſcnce ct XII 
the commander in chief, vote and act as one of the council; y {ha 
aud the governor, and in his abſence, the lieuteaant-govern- Wi neceſſy 
or, ſhall, by virtue of their offices, preſide in council, and hat Witch ſe 
a caſting but no gather vote. Every member of the council Wſequire 
ſhall be a Juſtice of the peace for the whole ſtate, by rte by bal! 
af his office. The governor agd council ſhall have a lech: alert + 


cary, and keep fair books of their proceedings, where: #1 XY. 
counſellor may enter his diſſent, with his reafohs to ſupport iu han be 
XII. The tepreſentatives, having met and choſen e of 


pre 


| ($463 4-3 _ | 
ſpraker and clerk, ſhall each of them, before they mroceed to 
buineſs, take and ſubſcribe, as well the oath or atfirmancn 
of allegiance herein after directed (except where they ſhall 
produce certihcates of their having heretofore taken and ſub- 
{cribed the lame) as the following oath or afficmation, viz. 
YOU - — do iy twins (or affirm) that, as a 
member of this aſſembly, you will not props e or allent to 
any bill, vote, or reſolutien, which {hall appear to you injv- 
rious to the people; nor do nor aſſent to any act or thing 
whatever, that ſhall have a tendency to leſſen or «bridge their 
rights/agd privileges as d-clared by the conſtitution of this 
ſte ; but will, in all things, conduct yourſelf as a faithful, 
honeſt repreſentative and guardian of the people, according 
to the beſt of your judgment and abilities. (In caſe of as 
oath) So help you God. (And in caſe of an affirmation) 
Under the pains and penalties of perjurv. 
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And each member, before he tikes bis eat, Nall make and 
ſub'cribe-the following declaration, viz. 
You do believe in one God, the creator and governor cf 


the univerſe, the rewarder of the good, and prniſtier cf the 
wicked. And you do acknowledge che ſcriptures of the old 
and new teſtament to be given by divine inſpiration ; and own 
Wd profets the proteſtant religion, | 
And no further or other religious teſt hall ever here. 
«4 be required of any civil officer or mag:lirate, in tis 
ade. | | | 

XIII. The doors of the höuſe, in which the general a7. 
ſembly of this commanwealth ſhall fit, ſtiall be open for the 
admiſſion of all perſons who behave decently, except only 


when the welfare of the ſtate may require them to be ſhut. 


XIV. The votes and proceedings of the general aſſem- 
bly {hall be printed (when one third of the members think it 
deceſſary) as loon as conveniently ' may be, after the end of 
each ſeſſion, with the yes and nays on any queſtion, when 
Required by any member, (except where the votes are taken 
by ba!lot) in which caſe every member ſhall have a right to 
alert the reaſons of his votes upon the minutes. 

XV. The ſtyle of laws of this ſtate, in future to be paſſed; 
tail be, Ii is bereby enacted by the general assems!y of the 
nate of Vermont. | Ke ö 
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having reſided in this ſtate, for the ſpace of ove whole year, 


(or affirmation) Wall He entitled to all the privileges of a 
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XVI. o Be end that laws, before they are eps cled, 2 
Fey be more maturely conſidered, and the inGonyenier tee 
belly dotcrminations as much a+ p- {ſible prevented, eben 
which originate in the aſſem! ly or de laid be fore t the pc. ii 
vernor and council for their revition aud concurrence, bie-. lie u 
poſals ef amendment; who ſhall return, the fame to ter- erwin 
fewbly, with their propoſals of amendment (if avy) in «7 XX 


ting; and if the ſane are not agreed to by the affe rb vit wir 


ſhall be in the power of the governor and council to ſuberd Hug 
the paſſing cf ſuch. bills until-the next ſeſſion of the leg 10a. {heir be 


ture. Provided, that if the governor and council fliall ; SE 


ect or reſuſe to return any fuch bill to the aſſembly 1h Winbeco 

written propoſals of amendment; within five days, or b-{ore aten 

the rifing of the legiſlature, the ſame ſhall beeome a la. any 
XVII. No perten ovght, in any caſe, or in any time te pri 


be declared guilty of treaſon or felo y by the legiflaty--. on; 


the . 
or It, t 
lan o 
vw hit 
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XVIII. Every man of the full age of twenty-one art, 


next bi fore the ejeAion of reprelentatives, and is of a quiet 
and peace able behaviour, apd will take the following 0:th, 


freeman of this ſtate. 


Tou ſolemnly ſwear, (or affirm) that whenever yen gie g or « 
Faux vote or fuFrape, tous hing any matter that neemt tie eine 
ſtate of Vermont, you will Go it lo as in yur conſcience pr. 
ſhall judge will moſt conduce to the belt good of the lime, lem 

eſtabliſhed by the conflitution, without fear or favour ©! A. 
man. XXI. 


XIX. The inhabitants of this commonwealth #hall b 
trained and armed for its defence, under ſuch regulations, re 
ſtrictions, and exceptions, as the general aſſembly füll 
direct. The ſeveral companies ot militia (ball, as ofte 
as vacancies happ en, ele& their captains and other in ti 
efficers; and the captai;'s and ſubalterns ſhall nomina an 
recommend: the held officers of their relpective 1 regiment 
» ho ſhall appcint their ſtaff officers. 

XX. All commiſſions ſhall be in the name of the et 
men of the ſtate of Vermont, ſealed with the ſtate ic21, is 
ed by the governor, and in his abſence the hievtenan! gourd 
or, and atteſted by the ſecretary; which {ſeal all be 
the council. 


ernor a. 
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IXI. Every off. cer of ſtate, whether judicial or executive, 
hall*be liable to be impeached by the general aſſembly, either 
when in office, or after his reſignation, or removal for mal-ad- 

ninvifration. All impeachments fhall he before the governor 
or lie urenant-governor, and council, who ſhall hear and de- 
termine the ſame, and may award colts, 

XXII. As every freeman, to prelerve his independence, 
[if wichout a {ufficient eſtate) ought to have ſome profe ſſion, 
billing, trade, or farm, whercby be may honeſtly ſabſift, there 
ran be ho neceſſity for, nor ule in eſtablithing offices of pro- 
kt, the uſual effects of which are dependence and fervility, 
ne coming free men, in the poſſe ſlors or expt ctauts, faction, 
ontention, corruption and diſorder among the peaple. But 
any man is called into public ſervice, to the prejudice of 
is private affairs, he has a right to a reaſonable compenſa-, 
on; and whenever an office, through increale of fees or 
therwile, becames ſo profitable as to oct on many to apply 
vr it, the profits vught to be leſſened by the leg ſla ure. And 
any officer ſhall take greater or other fees than the laws al- 
ww him, either direfly or indirechly, it ſhall ever zfter dil 
waltty hin from hel: ling any office in this ſtate, 

XXIII. No perion in this Nate ſhall be capable of hold 
"x or exerciſing. more than one of the following offices at 
e fare time, viz. governor, lientenaut-governor, judge of 
be ſupreme court, treaſurer of the ſtate, member of the conn- 
member of the general aſſembly, ſurvevor-general, or {18+ 


XXIV. The treaiurer of the ate ſhall, before the go 
ror and council, give ſofficient lecurity te the lecretary 
f the Nate, i in behalt of the general aſſembly ; andeach high 
eriff,before the fi judge of the county court, to the treafu- 
r of their re ſpective coynties, previous to their reſpoRively 
eri upon the execution of their oftices, iu ſuch monner, 
1 5 ack ſums, as ſhall be directed by the legtflature, 
XXV. The trealurer's accourts ſhall be annually audi. 
d, and a fair ſtate thereof laid before the general aſſembly, 
e their fe Mon in OQ-ber . : 
C XXVI. Every officer, whether judicial, executive, or 
tary, in authority under this ſtate, before he enter upon 
e execution. of his office, ſhall take aud ſubleribe the fol- 
Ming oath or aflirmation of allegiance to this tate, (nuleſs 
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he hal! produce evidence that he has before taken the ſame) 


and alin the following ozth or affirmation of office, (except 


ſoth as ſhall be exempted by the le egiſlature) vize 
| "The oath or affirmation of alleg i ante. 

You do folem.ly ſwear, (or affirm) that you will | be ira 
and faithful to the Nate of Vermont; and that you wil! 
direQtly nor indirectly, do any at&t or thing injurious ta the 
conſtitution of government thereof, as eſtabliſhed by covey 
tion. (If an oath} So help you 804. (If au affirm: 
Under the pains and penalties of perjury. 

The oath or effirmation of office. 
"Lou do folemnly-{wear, (or fun 
thet you will fairbfolly execute the ofhce of ' 
5; and will therein do equal rigitt an 
juſtice to all men, to the beſt of your judgment and hitte 
according to law. (If an oath) So help you God. (3f an a 
Grmation) Under the pains an? penalties of perjury. 

XXVII. Any delegate to congreſs may ve ſuper iecder : 
any time, by the general aſſembly: appointing another 1 hi 
lead. Nc tan ſhall be capable of being a delegate to * 
ſent this ſtate in conprefs for wore than three years, 

term of fix years ; and no perſon, v bo holds any "IE i * 
Fitt of congrt(s, call, during rae time of his holding fach 
hes, be elected to repre ent this ſtate in congrels. 
XXVII. Trials of iſfues, proper for the Cogn:zance q 
jury, in the ſupreme ard covnty courts, {hall be by jv: v, 8 
cept where partics otherwiſe auree; and great care c: 
be taken to prevent corruption or partiality in the c hoig 
ard retuin, orappointwent of jurics. 
XXIX. All proſecutions ſhall commence by th- = 
rity of the ſtate of Vermont-—all indictments ſhell ec 
with thele words, againet the peate and dignity of the gta 
An a Hues Niall be prapürtionate to the oflepces. 
XXX. Ihe perſon of a debtor, where there is pot 
prefuniption of fraud, ſlall not be contigued in priſon e 
Iivering up and aſſiguuig over, hond Hd, all his eſtate, 15 
perſonal, in pſeſhon, reverſion, or remainder, for the e 
his creditors, in Tuch manner as ſhall be hereafter 14 
Sy law. And all prileners, unleis in execution, or CoM 


7 \ 
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+ 


: ed for capital offences, hen the probt is evident er pre'vr 
tien great, Mall be bailablz by ſufficient ſureties: nor li 
exiciiive” bail be cuscted let ba.lable offences. 
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XXXI. All echten whether by the people, crain gene- 
nl sſſembly, Mall be bv ballot, free and voluntary; od any 
elector, who ſhall receive any gift or reward for his vote, in 
meat drink, monies, or . ſhall forfeit his right to 
left at that time, and ſufſer ſuch other penalty as the laws 
ſhall dire ck: and any perſon, who ſhall, dieQly, or indirect- 
lr, give, promiſe, or beſtow any ſuch andy to be. eleQet, 

ſal! thereby be rendered incapable to ferve for the enſuing 
errand be ſubject to ſuch farther puniſhment a sa future le- 
giliture Thall dire . 

XXXII. All deeds and conveyances of land ſhall be re- 
corded in the town clerk's office in their reſpective towns; 
and. for want taereol, in the county clerk's office of the fame 
COUNTY's 

XXXIII. The legiſlature 1.1 -egulats entails in ſuch 
panner as to e pe rpetuitis s. 
XXXIV. To deter more eff-&: ually from the commiſ- 
fon of crimes, by continued vilible puniſhment, of long du- 
ation, and to mike fanguinary pvnithment leſs necefary, 
means oug ht to be provided for puniſhing by hard labour, 
thole who all be convicted of crimes not capital, whereby 
the criminal ſhall be employed for the benefit of the public, 
er reparation. of injuries done to private perſons: and all 
eros, at proper times, ought to be permitted to fee them 
their labour. 
XXV. Ile eſtates of ſuch perſons 2s may deſtroy their 
wn lives, hall not for that offence be forteited, but deſcend 
Ir ate end in the fame manner 2s if ſuch pe „A. had died in 
natural way. Nor Mall any article, which ſh all accide tally 
xeefion the-death of ary perſon, be henceforth deemed a de- 
Grd, or in any wile forſeited on account of ſuch misfortune. 

XXXVI. Every pe ſon of god eharater, who comes 
d lertle in this late, having fir taken an oath or affirmation 
(allegiance to the tame, may purchaſe, or by other juſt 
eans, acquire, hold, ad transfer land, or.other real eſtate ; 
nd, after one year's reſidence, ſhall be Geemed a free down. 
n heren, and entitled to all the rights of a natural born 
dect of this ſtate, except that ha i all not be capable of he- 
g :ieQed governors Ieytenant-goverhor, treaſurer, con- 


or, or repreſentative in leu bly, until after two years te- 
Fehde. 
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ty in ſealonable times, to hunt and fowl on the lands they 


by the general aſſembly. 


may be preſerved invielate forever, there ſhall be choc 


"five, and on the laſt Wednesday in March, in every (evi 


Rs rs. ( 248 ) 
XXXVII. The inhabitants of this ſtate (hall have ere 


hold, and on other lands not incloled ; and in like mange 
fiſh in all boatable and other waters, not private property, 
under proper regulations, to be hereafter made and provided 
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XXXVIII. Laws for the encouragement of virtue, and 
prevention of vice and immvrality, ought to be conito:./y 
kent in force, and duly executed; and a competent e 
of ſchools ought to be maintained in each town for tle con. 
venient inſtruction of youth ; and "owe or more gran 
ſchools be incorporated, aud properly ſupported in each cc. 
ty in this ſtate, And all religious ſocie ties, or bodies often, 
that may be hereafter united of incorporated, for the ad. 
vancement of religion and learning, or for other pious ng 
charitable purpoſes, Nall be encouraged and protected it: tle 
enjoyment of the privileges, immunities, and ellates, which 
they iu juſtice ought ta enjoy; under ſack regulations a the 


neral z ſſembly of this ſtate hall dire. happine 
XXXIX. The declaration of the political rights ande e ame 


0 be 2 
nonths 
vention 
hey ma 
dn the 1 


vilepes of the inhabitants of this tate, is hereby deetire.. 0 
be a-part of the conſhitution of this commonwealth ; ad 
ought not to be violated on any pretence whatſoever, 

XL.. In order that the freedom of this comme wealth 


ballot, by tlie fret meu of this late, on the laft Wednettor i 
March, in the year one thouſand feven hundred and ei iy 
lest, 
years thereaſter, thirteen perſons, who ſhall be choſen be 
ſame manner the council is choſen, except hat they hl nl 
be out of the council or general aiſembly, to be czlirc ite 
council of cenfors; who thall meet together on the fr! 
Wednelday of June next enfuing their election, the mt 
jority ot whom hall be a quorum in every; caſe, except t 
calling a con vention, in which two-thirds of the whole num- 
ber elected ſhall agree; end whoſe duty it Niall be toro 
whether the conſtitution has been preſerved inviolate in cvs 
ry part during the laft ſeptenary (including the year of t 


| ſervice ;) and whether the legiſlative and execnive branch ; 


of government have performed their duty, as guardian 


_ the people, or aſſumed to themſe'ves, or exerciſed dt of 


( 249 ) 
eater powers than they(are entitled te by the conſtitutien; 
be ae allo to it quire whether the public taxes have been 
ily laid and collected in all parts of this commonwenlth— 
hat manner the public monies hzve been difpoſed o. 
id whethe# the laws have been duly executed. For thele 
vrpoſes; they ſhall have power to ſerd tor perſons, papers, 
nd records ; ,they ſhall have authority to paſs public cen- 
ort to order impeachments— and to recommend to the le- 
jdature the repealing ſuch laws as appears to them to have been 
nated contrary to the principles of the conſtitution; thele 
rowers they fall continue to Lave, for, and during the ſpace 
f one year from the day of cle&ion, and no longer, The 
aid council of cenſors ſhall allo have power to call a con- 
ention, to meet within two years aſter their ſitting, if there 
wears to them an abſolute nece ſſity of amending avy arti- 
e of this conſtitution which way be de ſective - explaiging 
veh as may be thought not clearly expre ſſed - and of adding 
uch as are. neceſſary for the preſervation of the rights and 
happineſs of the people ; bur the articles to be amended, and 
he amendments propoſed and ſuch articles as are propoſed 
5 be added or aboliſhed, (hall be promulgated at leaſt ſix 
nonths before the day appointed for the election of ſuch con- 
vention, for the previcus confideration of the people, that 
hey may have an opportunity co inftrutting their delegates 
n the ſubject. | | 

By order of the convention, July 4th, 1786. 
MOSES ROBINSON, Preſident. - 
test, ELiu$an Parv, Secretary. 5 
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W the people of the territory of the United gti. 


"VY fouthoer theriver Ohio, having the right of 2dnif . 4 
into the general government as a member ſtate thereof, on 
tent with the conſtitution of the United States, 2nd (Wl ifand 
act of ceſſion of the fate of North - Carolina, recogrizgf,,., . 
the ordinance for the government of the territory of the Wi 
nited States, north-weſtof the river Ohio, do ordain and el bla 
blich the following conſtitution, or form of government ; vi. N 
do mutyally agree with each other to form ourlelves ier on 
free and independent ſtate, by the name of the state dire 
nessce. ” . | ad 
Cect. I. The legiſlative authority of this ſtate Nia 80 I 
veſted in a general aſſembly, which ſhall eonfiſt of 2 19 0 
nate and houſe of reprefentatives, both dependant on If. 
peoples | 2 | | bl :{ | 
II. Within three years aſter the firſt meeting of the . b 
neral aſſembly, and witkin every ſubſequent term ot eon. 
years, an enumeration of the tazable inhabitants ſh]! pref 
made in ſuch manner as ſhall be directed by law; the vi; 
ber of repreſentatives ſhall, at the ſeveral periods of i 
ſuch enumeration, be fixed by the legiſlature, and appori,). d. 
ed among the ſeveral countles, according to the number e au. 
taxable inhabitants in each; and ſhafl never be le's n mY 
twenty-two, nor greater than twenty. x, until the number 4, 
. taxable inhabitants ſhall be forty thouſand ; and after Mer no 
event, at ſuch ratio that the whole number of repreleotatn®,..c.1 
ſhall never exceed forty. | 
III. The number of ſenators ſhalt, at the ſeveral periol * 


punti. 


q 25r ) 
legillatufe, and apportioned among the diſtrias, formed 
zerein after directed, according to the number of taxable 
bitants in each, andſhall never be leſs than ope-third, 
more than one-half of the number of repreſentatives. 

IV. The ſenators ſhall be cholen by diſtricts, to be form- 
by the legiſlature, each diſtri containing ſuch a number 
taxable inhabitants, 2s ſhall be entitled to cle not wore 
an three ſenators. When a diſtrict ſhall be compoſed of 
vor more counties, they (hall be adjoining, and no county 
ll be divided in forming a diſtri, 

V. The firſt election for lenators and repreſentatives, 


| coutir.ue for that and the ſucceeding day; and the next 
tion ſhall commence on the firſt Taurſday of Auguſt, one 
land ſeven hundred aud ning ty-ſeven, and ſhall continue 
that and the {nceeeding day; and forever after, elections 
be held once in two vears, commencing an the firlt 
v(day in Auguſt, and terminating the ſucceeding day. 
M1. The fci! ſeſſion of the general aſlembly ſhall com- 
ice on the laſt Monday of March next. "The ſecoud on 
third Monday of September, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
d and ninety-ſeven. And forever after the general aſ- 
bly ſhall meet on t he third Monday ef September next 


1 for by this conſtitution. 
- That no pex{on ſha!l be eligible ta a feat in the ge- 
4 4 mbly, unleſs, he fhall have teſided three years in the 
„ and one year in the county immediately preceding the 
lion, and {hall poſſeſs in bigown right iu the county which 
repreſents, not lels than two hundred acres of land, aud 
have attained to the age of twenty-one years. 
c [11. "The ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, when af. 
Red, (hall each chooſe a ſpeaker and its officers, be judges 


ele qualiGchtions and elections of its members, and {it up- 
Gt: on adjournments from day to day. Two thirds of 
ver houſe Mall conſlitute a quorum to av bufineſs ; but a 
Mer number way adjourn from day to day, and may be 
aug ned by law to compel the attendauce of abſent inem- 
6 | Fach hauls may determine the tes of its proceeds 


puriſh its members for diſorderly heha viour, and with 


n commence on the ſecond Thurſday of March next, and 


ting the then election, and at no other period, uvulets as 
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the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a wemlſer, but nat ak * 
cond time for the fame offence, and all have all other yy, ] 
ers heceſſaty for the legiſlature of à ret ſtate, free 

X. S-nators and repreſentatives ſhall in all caſes, excel 1 
treaſon felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged trol. ] 


arreit during the ſeſſion of the general elembiy, and in g. 


ing to and returtüng fromthe fame; and for any {oech, 7 
debate in either houſe, t they all not de qucftioncd n pen 
other place. 1 each 
XI. Each hene may puniſh, by impriſonment, dur N 


7*- 


$8 \n * 


their ſeſſion, any perſon, not a member, who ſhall be 2 gon: 
of diſreſpect to the houſe, by avy diforderly ar Conte wpuet 


Wer 
be bvigur! in cheir preſence. | 705 
X11. When vacancies happen in either houle, the gore X 
or, "oe the time being, thallifue writs of election to in ee 
Vacancies. 0 Y 
XIII. Neither Kab hall, airing their ſeMon, adio ter n 
without conſent of the other, for more than three daes a fea 
to auy other place than that iu which the two huu'cs tall fon { 
fitting. ſms 
XIV. Bills may originate in either hou! le, but may X 
am ended, altered, or rej cted by the other. creta 
XY. Every bill hall be read three times, on three court 
ferent dass, in cach houle, and be figned by the rec thor; 
ſpeakers, before it becomes a law. allem 
XVI. Alter a bill bas been rejected, no bill Cont a one 1 
the ſame ſubſtance, Hall be pt. d wto 4 law during 0 T 
fe on. the Þ! 
XVII. The fivile of the\laws of this ſtate fall »:,5 X) 
enacted by the general assemdly of the ztate of Tenn: 51s Weblo 
XVIII. Each houle ſhall Keep @ jominal of its r tio 
ings, and publith them, except ſucb parts at lie well Where 
the fate may require to be kept ſceret. And the yea! tru}, 
nays of the hiewbers ou any queſtion, Mall, at the vc que X) 
any two of chem, de entered on the journals.“ 40 ſembl 
NIX. The doors'of each houte, and committee e of any a0 

+ whol?, hall be kept open, u unleſs when the buliuci: (al or an 


{uct xs ought to be kept ccret. 

XX. Phe legiffature of this ſtate ſhall not alloy e 
Yweing officers of goverment greater annual ſala: to 
follows, until the vear, one theutand eight hundics and! 


u the 
X 


Iced, 
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lars. 

The judges 5 the 1 zourts, not more than BX hun- 
fred dollars each, | 

. The ſecretary not more chan four hun fred dollars. 

The treaſatcet or ticaſurers, not more than! four pry cent. 
for receiving and paying out all monies, 

Tbe attorney or attorxies tor the ſtate (hall reecive à com- 
penſation for their ſervices, not exceeding fifty dollars for 
each ſuperior court which he ſhall attend. 

No member of the: legiſlature ſhall receive more than one 
ll Sollar and, ſeventy-five cents per day, nor more for every 
Wh :iveoty-five miles be, ſhall travel in going to and retyrning 

from the general aſſembly. 

XXI. Ne money ſhall be drawh from the treaſury,” bat 
s conle quence of appropriations made by law. 

XXII. No perſon who heretofore hath been, or bereaf. 
ter may be a collector or holder of public monies, {hall have 
a {cat in either boyſe of the general afſembly, until ſuch per- 
ſon ſhall bave accounted for, and paid inte the treaſury, all 
ſms for which he may be aecountable or liable. 


5 XXIII. No judge of any court of law or quity, le- 


cretary of ſtate, attorngy-general, regiſter, clerk of any 


court of record, or perſon holding any office under the 4 


oF thority! of the United States,ſhall have a ſcat in the general 
WH alicmbly;; nor ſhall any perſon, in this ſlate, held more than 
one lucrative office at one and the ſame time; provided that 
bo appointment is the militia or to the office of a juſtice of 
the peace, ſhall be confidered a2 a lucrative office. 

XXIV. No member of the general aſſembly Mall be cli. 
gible to any office. or place of truſt, except to the office of a 
ju!tice of the peace, or truſtee of any literary inftitytion, 
#lcce the power of appointment to Auch office or place of 
truſt, is yeſted in their own body. 

XXV. Any member of either henſe of the eee at" 
ſembly, ſhall have liberty to diſſent rom, and proteſt againſt | 
any act or reſolve which be may think i jurious to the public, 
or any individual, and have the regions - his diſſent entered 
u the journals. 

XXVI. All lands liable to tant, in abi ſtate held dy 
led, grant, or Entry, ſhal} be taxed equal and uniformg 4 


The governor not more than ſeven hundred and bey dok. 


dns, aſter conviction, except in ca 


cos) 


loch wanner; that no one hundred acres hall he taxed gh. 


er han another, except town lots, which hall not be faxed 
higher thay two hundred actes of lard each; no frec1n4n 
hail he taxed higher than one hundred acres, and no bunt 
higher than two hundred acres on each poll. 

XXVII. Na article manufactured of the produce oft 
late, hall be taxed otherwiſe than to pay infpeRtion fees, 

| Kerl.. 

.. Sect. J. The ſupreme executive power of this ſtate u e 
veſted in Sgovernor. . | 

II. The governor fhall be choſen by the electors of li 
members of the general aſſembly, at the times and places 
where they ſhall reſpectively vote for the members thro, 


Ie returns of every election for governor ſhall be ſealed up, 


and tranſmitted to the ſeat of government, by the returning 
officers, directed t o the fpeaker of the ſenate, who ſhrill open 


and publifh them in the preſence of a mo jority of the mem. 
bers of each houſe of the general aſſembly. The perſon an. 


ing the higheſt number of votes ſhall be governor ; but i! 
two or wore ſhall be equal and higheſt in votes, one of then 
ſhall be choſen governor, by joint ballot of both houſes of the 
geueral aflembly. _ Conteſted elections for governor, (hl! be 
determined by both houſes of the general aſſembly, in ſuch 
manner as hail be preſcribed by law. 

III. He ſhall be at leaſt twenty-five years of ape, and 
poſſeſs 3 freeliold eſtate of five hm dred acres of laud, 21d 
ha vn been a citizen or inkabitant of this ſtate four years next 
before his election, unleſs he ſhall have been abfent on the 
public bufinels of the United States, or of this ſtate. 

IV. The firſt governor, ſhall bold his office until te 
fourth eee September, one thouſand feven hundied 
and ninetꝝ · ſe ven, and untih another governor fhall be elected 


and qualiß ad to office ; and forever after; the governor ban 


hold bis office for the term of two years, and until another 
vernor ſhall be elected and qualified ; but ſhall not he e- 
Foible more than fix years in any term of eiglit. 
V. Hs ſhall be commander in chief of the army and navy 


a of this ſtare, and of the militia, except when they ſhall be 
called into the ſervice of tlie United States. 3 


VI. He ſhall have power to 2 reprieves and pant 
es of impeachment, | 
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VII. He ſhall, at fared times, reczive a comben Atlan 
{+ his. lervices, which ſhall not be incr/afed or diminithed 
hiring the neriodl for Which he hall have bet u elected. 

VIII., He. may require iutormaxion, in writing, from the 
offlge rs. in the executive department, upon any abe relu- 
tg to the duties „fteit reſpective oſſice 0 


La a fle mbly by proc lamation, ant alt (tate to then 
hen ee the purpoſe for which they all have been 
(91 vepe 

X. He hall take care that the la ws (hall be fa fills ne- 
cu ted. 

XI. He hall, from *ime to time; give to the Wa af. 
ſembly; zatnc marion of the ſlate of the governinol an re- 
tom nend to their conſideration ſuch mealurts us he sal! 
judge expedieut. 

XII. In caſe of his death or reſignation or removal from 
ee, the ſpeaker of the ſenate hall exerciſe the office of gv- 
ſernor, opti another governor ſi] be dul quilibec, 

XIII. No member of congtef , or perten holding any 


Fa de under the United States, or this ſtate, [hull execute the 


Reer of governor. 

XIV. When any officer, the right of whoſe ap pe intment 
| by chis conſtitution veſted in the geueral ale -mbly, mall, 
ung rhe receſs, die, or bis office by other means hecome 
ant, the gevernor ſhail have power to fill up foch vacen- 
s 183} granting a temporary commiſſion, which thall-cxpire 
the end of the next ſeſſion of the legiſlature, 

XV. There ſhall be a ſeal of this Nate, which ſhall be kept 
the governor, and uſed by him ollicialiy, ang ſhall be all- 
te great ſeal of the ſtate of Vennefſee, 

XVI. All grants and commiffions ſhall be in the name 
d by the authority of the ſlate of Teuneſſce, be ſealed with 
eſtate {eal, and ſigned by the governor, 

XVII. A ſecretary of this ſtate. ſhall be pointed and 
mailoned. during the term of tour years. He {hall keep 


vernor; and ſhall, when tequ red, lay tac fame and all pa- 
rs, minutes, and e ee relative thereto, before the ge- 


er joined hin! by law. 


X. He may, on excraordinary occaſions canvene the 


lair regiſter of all the official acts and proceedings of the 


ral offembly, and ſhall perform ſuch other duties as hall 
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Sects J. Every 1 of the age of twenty-one veary 
and upwards, poffeſſing a treehold in the county wherein he 
"pod vote, and being/an inbabitant of this ſtate, and every 
freeman being an inhabitant of any one county in the late, 
Rx months immediately preceding the day of clecion, cl 
be entitled to vote for members of the general afſerhbly tor 
the county in which he ſhall reſide. 

III. EleQors hall in all cafes, except treaſon, felon 7, of 
breach of the peace, be privileged from arreſt during th-ir at. 
WIE, at eleckions, Nb going to and rezurning from 
. 

III. a elections ſhall be by ballot. 

| AKT iCLE IV. | 
| Seek. I. The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall have che {ole 
power of impeachment... 

II. All inpeachments Mall be tried by the ſenate, \ 
Etting for bat purpt ſe, tie lenate ſhall be upon oath or 

ations 
III. No perſon f:ail-be Se without the concur. 
rence of two-thirds of the wembers of the whole boute. 

IV. The governor, and all civil oficers under this ſat, 
ſhall be liable to impeachment for any miſdemeanor in office; 
but judgment, in ſuch caſes, ſhall not extend further than 
removal from office, and diſqualifieation to hold any office of 
honovr, truſt, or profit under this ſtate, * The party ſha!!, ne- 
vertheleſs, in all caſes, be liable to indiftment, trial, ju!g- 

ment, and puniſhment, ac cording to law. 
ARTICLE V. 

Sect. I. The judicial power of the ſtate ſhall be bed 
{ſuch ſuperior and inferior courts of law and equity, as the le. 
gillature mall from time to time direct and eſtabliſh. 

II. The general affembly ſhall, by joint ballot o! cg 
houſes, appoint judges of the feveral courts of law and gui 
ty, alſo an attorney or attoruies for the ſtate, who fl:a!! 14), 
their reſpective offices during good behaviour. 

III. The judges of the fuperior court ſhall, at ſtated tiny 
receive'a compenfation for their ſervices, to be aſcertained by 
aw but ſhall not be allowed any fees or perquiſites of of 
ice, nor ſhall they hold any other office of trult c or profit un 
der this ſlate or % United States. 
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IV, The jullges of the ſuporior courts hall be juſliczs f 
yer 20d terminer ad general gaol delivery throughout the 
ute. * | , Fa f 52 
V. The judges of the ſuperior and inferior courts ſhall. 1 
t charge juries with reſpect to matters of fact, but may 1h 
ite the teſtimony and declare the law. 5 ' 
VI. The judges ot the ſuperior courts ſhall have power, 4 
all civil A1 to iſſue writs of certiorari, to remo e any, MA. 
wie or a tranſcript thereof, fromany inferior court of record, 
to the ſuperior, on ſufficient cauſe ſupported by oath or at- | | 
ation. 1 | N 
VII. The judges and jaſtices of the inferior courts of law, 1 
all have power, in all civil cafes, to iſſue writs of certiorari, 460 
remove any cauſe, or a tranſcript thereot, from any infe-. | 
pr juriſdiction into their court, on ſufficient cauſe, ſupport- 
| by oath or affirmation. | 
VIII. No judge ſhall fit on the trial of any cauſe where 
e parties ſhall be conneQed witch him, by affinity or con. 
\pguinity, except by conſent of parties. Iu cate all the - 
ges of the ſupe cior court ſhall be intereFed_ in the event 
any eaule, or related to all or either of the parties, the go- . 
mor of the Nate ſhall in ſuch cate ſpecially commi ſſion three 
of lan knowledge, for the determination thereof. 
IX. All writs aud other procets hall run In tbename of 
ate of Tennessee; and bear teſt, and be ſigned by the re- 
» aiee clerks. Indictments mall conclude, Against rhe peace 
i dignity of the tate. 1 | 

X. Each court ſhall appoint its own clerk, who may hol 

Mice during good behaviour. s 

AI. No fine ſhall be laid on any citizen of thi: Nate, that 
exceed fifty dollars, unlels it ſhall be aſſeſſed by a jury 
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„hall not exceed eſs who thall hold their offices Jr« 
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ARTICLE VI. 
ect. J. There ſhall be appointed in each country, by the 
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| bis peers, who ſhall aſſefs the fine at the time they find ; 
ba, if they think the fine ought to be mare than fifty wil | 
1d | | | 7 
Hare. 8 ih 
K il, There fhall be juſtices of the peace appointed for <0 
1 i county, not exceeding we tor each captain's company, ( 
et for the company which includes the county town, 
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© Set, I. Whereas the miniſters of the goſpel are, he 
"pref Hens dedicated to God and the cart ou, ©!) 
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Eoanty court, one ſheriff ote coroner, one truftes; and à i ot 
teient number of conſtables, who ſhall hold their offices i the. 
two years. They ſhall alſo have power to appoint one regie nat 
and ranger for the county, who {hall hold their offices duriũi the 
he behaviour. The ſheriff and coroner ſhall be cu ni I 
oned by the governor. of veg Stet 
II. There ſhall be a treaſurer or treaſurers appointed h the 
the ſtate, who ſhall bold his or their offices for two vear:, 
III. The appointment of all officers not orherwiſe 4ice9 5 
ed by this conſtitution, ſhalt be veſted in che legiſlature, ed t 
* -. + ARTICLE VII. exe 
+ Sect, I. Captains, ſubalterne, and non-commiſfoned e this 
ters, ſhall be elected by thoſe citizens, in their reſpective di I. 
tricts, who are ſubject to military duty. et 
II. All feld officers of the'militizſhall be elected by tho or af 
citizens in their reſpective counties ho are ſubjeC. ic nil allo 
tary duty. ; boy | J, 
III. Brigadiers general ſhall be elected by the field oH sf 5 
of their reſpective brigades. with 
IV. Majors general ſhall be elected by the'brigaticrs u ill. 
ſeld officers of their reſpective diviſions, Wall! 
V. The governor ſhall appoint the adjutant greeri aft © 
the majors general ſhalt zppoint their aids; the brigadicy abric 
general ſhall appoint their brigade majors, and the comma tatio 
mg officers of regiments their adjutants aud quirter n:a% 11 
VI. The captains aud the fubalterns of the cavairy ; bie 
de appointed by the troops enrolled in their reſpeisc co punil 
panies, and the feld officers ef the diftri& ſhall be pc alt: 
dy the faid captains and ſubzlterns, provided that w h:nc al rea 
any new county is laid off, that the field officers of ti: ah for t1 


cavalry {alt appoint the captains and other officers ei etl, a; 


pro tempore, until the company is filled and complete 
Which time the election of the rtaptains and ſubaltc nns 
take placc as aforefaid. 1 5 

VII. Ihe legiflature Mall paſs laws, exempting cit! 
belonging to any {e& or denominarion of religion, the tent 
of Which are known to be oppoſed to the bearing o: ri 
from attending prizate and general muſters. 

>ARTICLE VIII. 
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not to he diverted from the great duties of their functions: 
therefore no miniſter of the goſpel, or prieſt of any denomi- 
nation” whatever, ſhall be cligible te a ſeat in either houſe of 
the legiſlature. 3 . e 

II. No perſon who denies the being of God, or @ future 


tate of rewards and punishments, thall hold any office in 


me civil department of this tate. g | 
_ ARTICLE IX. | 
Sect, I. That every perion, who fra be choſen'or appomts« 
ed to any office of truſt or profit, ſliall, before entering on the 


execution thereof, take au cath to ſupport the conftitution of 


this Kate, and allo 2n vatlr of office. 
II. That eac!: member of the fenate and houſe of repre- 
fentatives ſhall, before they proceed co bulineis, take an oath 


or affirmation to ſupport the conſtitution of this ſtate, and 


allo the follow iug oath: 

1, A. B. do ſolemaly ſwear (or affirm) that, as a member 
el this general affembly, 1 will in all appointments vote 
without favour, affeRin, partiality, or prejudice, and that I 
will not propole or alfeut to any bill, vote, or refolution whick 
Hall appear to me injurious to the people, or conſent to any 
aft or thing whatever, that ſtrall have a tendency to leſſen or 
abridge their rights and priviteges, as declared by the confſti- 
tation of ch is ſtate, | 


III. Any eleckor who ſhalt receive any gift or reward fon 


bis vote, in megt, drink, money, or otherwile, ſhall ſuffer ſuch 
puniſhment as the luws mall dire. And any perſon who 
Hall directly or indire cly give, promiſe, or beſtow any ſuch 
rewards to be elected, ſnall thereby be z0dered incapable, 
for two years, to ſerve in the ofiice for which he was elect- 
ed, and be ſubjec to ſock further puniſhment as the legifla- 
ture ſhall direct. | 

IV. No new county ſhall be eſtabliſhed by the general 
afcrmbly, which ſhall reduce the county or counties or either 
of them, from which it ſhall be taken, to a leſs content than 
bz hundred and twenty-five ſquare miles. Nor ſhall auy 
ne county be laid off, of leſs contents. All new counties, 
as to the right of ſuffrage aud repreſentation, ſhall be conſi- 
ered as a part of the county or counties from which it was 
taken, until entitled by numbers to the right of repreſenta- 


nan, No bill ſhall be paſſed into à law, for the eſtabliſh- 
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1 | ! 2660 
ment of a new county, except upon a petition. to the geber 
aſſembly, far that purpoſe, ſigned by two hundred of the free 
male inhabitants within the limits or bounds of ſach a new 
county prayed to be laid off. 
ARTICLE: X..:-... 

Fect. I. Knoxville ſhall be the ſeat of government, until 
the year one thouſand eight hundred and two. 

II. All laws and ordinances now in force and uſe in this 
territory, not inconſiſtent with this conſtitution, ſhall conti 

nue to be in force and uſe in this ſtate, until they ſhall expire, 
be altered, or repealed by the legiſlature, 

III. That whenever two-thirds of the general afl 
ſhall think it neceſſary to amend or change this conflitution, 
they ſhall recommend to the electors, at the next cle: 
for members ts the general aſſembly, to vote for or Again! 4 
convention; and it it all appear that a majority of ai! the 
citizens of the ſtate, voting for repreſentatives, have vyt-d 
ſor a convention, the general affembly ſhall, at their n- x: 
ſeſſiou, call a convention, to conſiſt of as many members 4; 
there be in the general aſſembly, to be choſen in the [ane 
manner, at the ſame place, and by che ſame eleQors, hat 
choſe the geveral aſſembly, who ſhail meet within three months 
after the ſaid election, for the purpule of reviüng, amending 
or changing the conſtitution. 

IV. . The declaration of rights hereto annexed, is Tech. 
red to be a part of the conſtitution of this ſtate, aud {1.11 ge- 
ver be vislazed on any pretence whatever. And to guard 

rainſt tranigrefſions of the high powers which we have de- 
legat x; we declare, that every thing in the bill of rights con- 
taiped, and every other right not hereby delegated, is except- 

ed out 'of the general powervof government, and ſhall torever 
remain inviolate. 

AR . 

DECLARATION OF RICHTS. 
I. That al! power is inherent in th: people, and all free 
overnments are founded on their authoritz, and inſtituted 
705 their peace, {afery, and happineſs : : for the allvancement 
of thoſe ende, they bave at all times an unalienable and idr. 
feaſible right to alter, reform, or aboliſh the government in 
ſuch manner as they may chir K proper. 
II. That government being altituted for the common 


1 N . 
- * . 


{ abr ) 
benefit, the doctrine of non-refiſtance againſt arbitrary pow+= 
tr and opprefiion is ablurd, faviſh, and deſtructive to the good 
md happineſs of mankigsd, | 
III. That all men have a natural and jadefzaſible right 
to e Almighty God according to the dictates of their 
C 


own confciences; that ne man can of right be compelled to 
tebch erect, or ſuppert any place of worſhip, or to maintain 
my miniſtry againſt his conſent ; and that no human autho- 
fity can in any caſe whatever controul or interfere with the 
rights of -conſcicnte ; and that no preference thall ever be 
given by Jaw to any religious eſtabliſaments or modes of wor- 
lap. | 

V. That no religious teſt ſhall ever be-required: as 2 qua- 
[6:ation to any office or public truſt under this Gate. | 

V. That electiens ſhall be free and equal. 

VI. That the right of trial by jury ſhall remain invielate. 

VII. That the people ſhall be ſecure in their perſons, + 
bug les, papers, and poſſe ſſions, from. unreaſonable ſearches, 
ud ſeizures, and that general warrants, whereby an officer 
may be commanced to learch ſuſpected places, without evi- 
lence of the fact committed, or to leize any perion or per- 
aus not named, hole offences arc not particularly defcribed 
d ſupported. by evidence, are dangérdus to liberty, and 
ght not to be granted. | 
VIII. That no freeman ſhall be taken; or impriſoned, or 
iſſeized of his freebold, liberties, or priv Jeges, or outlawed, 
r exiled, or in any manner Ceſtroyed, or deprived of bis life, 
erty, or property, but by the judgment of his peers,or the 
iw cf the land. 5 
IX. Tbat in all criminal proſecutions, the accuſed hath 
right to be heard by himſelf, and his counſel; ts demand 
ie nature and cauſe of the accuſation agaiuſt bim, and to 
ave a copy thereof; to meet the witnefles face to face; to 
we compulſory proceſs for obtaining witneſſes in his favor; 
id in proſeeutions by indiament, or preſntment, a ſpeedy 
uolic trial by an impartial jury of the county or diſtrict in 
ich the crime ſhall have been committed; and {hall not 
$ compelled to give evidence againſt himſelf. 

X. That no perſon ſhall; for the fame offence, be twice 
ut in jeopardy of life or limb. * 
Xt. That laws made for the puniſhment of fats come 
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pitted; previous to the exiſtence, of fuch laws, and by ti en 
. euly declared criminal, are contrary to the principles of a ire 
E --4-anA, ; wherefore no ex bort Jaeto law ſhall be d. 

XII. That de conviction an work corruption vt bb 0 
or 0 te ue of eſtate. Ihe ellate of tuch pertons ag Hal 
deſtroy their '2wn lives, an de ſcend 5r veſt as in cat 
tural death. If; ary perſon be killed by calualty,, there ud 
be ho forfeiture in conſequence thereof, 

XIII. That no perſon arreſted, oi confined | in gacl, nah 
be treated with wmeceſſary pour, 

XIV. That no freemes all be put to-an{wer any: c n 
nal charge, bur by preſentment, indict ment, or impeachm t, 

XV. That al priſoners mall be bailable by ſufficient ſure 
ties, unleſs for capital offences, when the proof is evident of 
the preſumption great. And the privilege of the writ "I has 
beas corpus hall got be ſuſpended, unlefs when in cafe © 
bellion-or invaſ6n the public ſafety may require ir, 

XVI. hat exceflive bail wan not he required, nor g ce 
ſrve ſiues impoſed, nor ctuel and vnuſnal puniſhments infli ed. 

XVII. That all courts ſhall be open; aid every may, tor 
an injury done him in bis lands, goods, perſon or reputation, 

all have remedy by due courſe of law, and right and j te 
adminiſtered without tale, denial er delay. Suits may be hren 
againſt tie ſtate in ſuch manner and in ſuch conrts as che le- 
gi{lature may by-law direct, provided the right of bringing 
ſuit be limited ta the citizens" of this ſtate, 

XVIII. That the perſcn of a debtor, where there 190 
ſtrong preſumption of ſraud ſhall not be continued in prion, 
after delivering up his eſtate for the benefit of his ereditor of 
creditors, in ſueh manner as fhall he pre ſe ihed by law, 

XIX. That the printing ꝓreſſes ſhall be free to tv per 
lon who undertakes to examine the proceedings'of the leg 
latuxe, or of any branch or officer of gavernment ; * 00 
law ſhall ever be made to reftrain the right thereof. The 
free communication of thoughts and opinions, is one 0! UK 

invaluable rights of man; and every citizen may freely {pe 
write, and print on any ſubjeA, being reſponſible for ther 
buſe of that liberty. But in proſecutions for: the publication 
of papers inveſtigating the official conduct of officers or me! 
in Re mans the $a thereof my 8 ped in eu 
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ce; and in all indiEments for libels, the jury hel! have a 
ht to determine the law and the facts, under the diteQion 


the court, as in other caſes. 
XX. That no retroſpe dive law, or law impairing the ob- 
ation of, contracts, null be made. 
XXI. That uo man's particular **rvices ſhall be demand- 
|. or property taken or applied to public uſe, without the 
emſent et his repreſentatives, or without juſt compenſa"ion 
ing wade therefor, v3, 5 
XXII. That the citizens have a right, in a peacealle 
banner, to aſſemble together for their common good, to in- 
wt the ir repreſentatives, and to apply to thoſe inveſted 
th the powers of government for _ eli of grie vances, or 
her purpoſes, by addreſs or remonſtrance. | 
XXIII. That perpetuities and monopolies are contrary 
the genius of a free ſtate, and ſhall not be allowed. 
XXIV, That the ſure aud certain defence of a free peo- 
is a well regulated militia ; and as ſtabding armies in time 
pezce are dangerous te freedom, they ought to be avoided, 
fr as the circumſtances and {afety of the community will 
it; and that in all cales the military mall be in tri} 
bortination ts the civil authority. | | 
XXV, that no citizen in this ſtate, except ſuch as are 
played in the army of the United States, or militia in ac- 
bl ſeryice, ſhall be tubje to corporal puniſhment under 
martial Jaws | . | 
NN VI. That the freemen of this ſtate have 3 right to 
and to bear arms for their common defence. 
XVII. That no toldier ſhall, in time of prace, be quar- 
d in any bouſe without conſent of the owner, nor in time 
ar, but in a manner prefcribed by law. 
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e by law. 
XIX. Tut an equal participation of the fiee naviga- 
of the Milliſippi, is one of the inherent rights ef the ci- 


te. potentate, power, perſon, or perfons whatever. 


urs ſhall ever be granted or conterred in this ſtate. 
XXI, That the people refiding ſouth of French Broad 


[XVUT, That no citizen of this ſtate ſhall be compe?- | 
io bear arms, provided he will pay an equivalent, to be al. | 


s of this ſtate ; it cannot, therefore, be conceded to any 


XX. That vo hereditary emoluments, privileges or 


and Holfton, between the rivers Tenneffes and the f. 3 N 
geon, are entitled to the right of pre- emption and gcc: Pane 
in that tract. 
XXXII. That che limits and boundaries of this flateh 
aſcertained, it is declared they are as hereafter ment ned 
that is to fay . Beginniog on the extreme height of t 
Stone Mountaip, at the place Where the live of Virgi 2214 0 
terſeQs it, in latitude thirty ſix degrees and! thirty h ut 
north-—running thence along the extrewe height of. 
mountain, to the place where Watauga river breaks ting 
it ; thence a direct courſe to the top of the Yeilow voy 
tain, where Bright's road croſſes the ſame”; thence alc 171 
ridge of ſaid mountain, between the vater of Doe riv-r 2 
the waters of Rock creek, to the place where the roa ce 
the Iron Mountain ; from thence alopg the extreme cg 
of ſaid mountain to where Nolichucky river runs thront 
the ſame ; thence to the top of the Bald Mountain ; the 
along the. extreme height of {aid mountain to the Paint 
Rock, on French Broad river; thence along the 0 
ridge of ſaid, mountain, to the place where it is called 
Great Iron or Smoky Mountain; thence a] ong the tie 
height of laid mountain to the place where it is called v 
_ coi or Unaka Mountain, between the Indian towns of Co 
and Old Chota ; thence along the main ridge of the h 
mountain to the ſouthern boundary of this ſtate, as Geer 
in the act of ceſſion of North-Carolina, to the United Stat 
ot America; and that all the territory lands and water 
ing weſt of the ſaid lire, as before mentioned, and contin 
within the chartered limits of the ſtate of Noyth-Carolr 
are within the boundaries und limits of this fate, ove: vii 
the people have the right of exerciſing ſovereigitty ad rig 
of foil ſo far as is confiſtent with the conftitution of the U 
ted States, recognizing che articles of confederation, the: 
off rights and conſtitution gf North-Carolinay the ceffion 
of the ſaid ſtate, and the ordinance of the late conprefs, 
the goyergwent of the territory north-weſt of the Ohio 
Tied nothing bereip contained ſhall extend to affect d 
dr claims of individuals, to any part ef the ſoil Which i 
4 e to . by the . DE cedlion 0. 
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OG EI E DATEL. Be 

Ser. 1. That no incbnvenience may arile from a change 
„the temp raty to a permanent ſtate government. it is de- 
% red, that all rights, actions, prolecutions, claims, and con- 

5 as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, ſhall con- 
90%, as if no change had taken place in the adminiſtration 
of government. 

II. All nes, penalties, and forfeitures, due and owing to 

de territory of the United States of America ſouth of the 
ver Ohio, ſhail cauzeq the uſe of the ſtate. All bonds far 
performance executed to the governor of the {aid territo- 
rr, Mall be and pats over to the governor of this Rate, and his 
ſucceſſors in office, for the uſe of tbe Rate, or by him or them 
reſpeQively to be aſſigned over to the uſe of thoſe concerned, 
a; the caſe may be, 

III. The governor, ſecretary, judges, aud brigadiers ge- 
neral have a right, by virtue of their appointments under the 
zuthority of the United States, to continue in the exe rciſe 
of the duties of their re{peRive offices, in their ſeveral de- 
dartments, until tbe ſaid officers art {uperceded under the au- 
thority ol this conſtitution. 

IV. All officers, civil and military, who have been ap- 
pointed by the goyernor, ſhall continue to exerciſe their re- 
ſpective offices until the ſecond Monday in June, and until 


ſucceffors in office ſhall be appointed under the authority ot 


this conſtitution, aud duly qualified. 

V. The governor (hall make uſe cf his private ſeal, until 
f fate ſeal ſhall be provided, 

VI. Until the firſt enumeration {hall be made, as directed 
in the ſecond ſec ion oi the firit article of this conſtitution, 
the ſeveral counties mall be reſpectively entitled to ele one 
ſenator and two repreſentatives : Provided that no new 
county ſhall be entitled to ſeparate repreſentation previous 
to taking the enuyeration, 

VII. That the next election for repreſentatives and other 


offcers, to be held for the county of Tenneſſee; ſhall ve held 


at the houſ* of William Miles. 

VIII. Until a land office Mall be opened, lo as to enable 
the citizens fouth of French Broad and Holſton, between the 
85 Tenneſſee and Big Pigeon, to obtain titles upon their 
tlaluis of occupancy and preræmpꝛion, thoſe who hold land by 
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virtue of {ych claims, fhall be eligible to ſerve in all capacl. 
ties, where a'frechold is by this conſtitution made a requifite 
qualification. | a 5 1 
Done ia convention, at Knoxville, by unanimous conſent, 
| on the fixth day of February, in the year of our Lord, 
15 ene thouland ſeven hundred and ninety-{ix, and ot the 
independence of the United States of America, the twer. 
| tieth. In teſtimony whereof we have hereunto fublcri, 
. bed our names. 3 LID! 

1 | WILLIAM BRNOUNT, Prefiden:, 
Aetest, William MACLIN, Secretary. "4 
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0 
\ \ J E, the repreſentatives of the people of the ſtate ot 


Kentucky, in convention alſembled, to ſecure to all 
the citizens thereof, the enjoyment of the right of life, liber- 
ty and property, and of purſuing happinels, do ordain and 
ettabliſh this conſtitution for its government. 

ARTICLE I. | 

Concerning the distribution of the powers of the government. 

Sect, I. The powers of the government of the ſtate of 
Kentucky, ſhall be divided inte three diftin& departments, 
and each of them de confided to a ſeparate body of magiſtra- 
cy, to wit, thoſe which are legiſlative to one, thoſe which are 
exeentive to another, and thoſe which are judiciary te ano- 
ther, 07 gre? Ss 
II. No perſon, or collection of perſons, being of one of thoſe 
departments, ſhall exerciſe any power properly belonging to 
either of the others, except in the inſtances herein after e- 


ARTICLE TI. 
Concerning the legislative department. 

Sect. I. The legiſlative power of this commonwealth, ſhall 
be veſted in two diſtin branches; the one to be ſtiled the 
ruſe of repreſentatives, the vther the ſenate, and both toge- 
— the general aflembly, of the commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky. n OY | 

II. The members of the hovſe of repreſentatives ſhall 
continue in lervice for the term of one year trom tha day of 
the commencement of the general election, and no longer. 

III. Repreſentatives Hall be choſen on the ſirſt Monday 
a che month of Augult in every year ; but the pre ſidiug ot- 
ficers of the ſeveral elections ſhall continue the ſame for three 


lays, at the requeſt of any one of the candidates. 
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IV. No perſon ſhiall be a repreſentative, who at the +6 
of tas eleftion is not a citizen of the United States, wid th 
nat attained to the age of twenty-fourmears, and re ded i 
ſtate two yenrs next preceding his election, and the lat gen, 
thereof in the county or town for which he may be choſen. 
V. Elections for reprelentatives for the ſeveral counties 
entith d to repreſentation, ſhall be held at the places cf 0. 
zug their reſpeAing courts, or in the ſeveral election precine: 
into (hich the legiflature may think proper, from time tg 
time, to divide any or all of thoſe counties: Provided, a. 
when it ſhall appear to the legiſlature that any town hach. 
number of qualified voters equal to the ratio then fixed, ſuch 
town fhall be inveſted with the privilege of a ſeparate rep:c. 
ſentation, which ſhall be retained fo long as ſuch town all 
contain a number of qualified voters equal to the ratio vh.ch 
may from time to time be fixed by law; at.d thereafter elec. 


tions, for the county in which ſuch town is fituated, hall, 
not be held therein. * 


VI. Repreſentation ſhall be equal and uniform in t!.i 


commonwealth ; and ſhall be forever regulated and 2iccr. 


tained by the number ot qualiked eleQors therein. In tte 
year eighteen hundred and three, and every fourth year ther:- 
aſter, an enumeration of all the free male inhabitants of the 
ſtate, above twenty-one years of age, ſhall be nad+, in {uc!! 
manner as ſhall be directed by law. 


merations, be ſo fixed as not to be leſs than faſty-e; rt, not 


4 > P 262 h 1 07 "(> 
more than one gundres, and they ſhall he apportioned t. 


four years next ſollo wing, as near as may be, among the ſe. 
ral counties aud towns, in proportion to the number f 
lied eleQors : but, when a county may not have a ſuſkc cr: 


number of qualified ele to entitle i: to ↄne reprelet 


tive, and when the adjacent county or counties may not h 
a refiduum or reſiduums, which, when added to the (m. 
county would entitle it to a ſeparate repreſentation, it ſü. 
then be in the power of the lepiflature to join two or mor! 
together, for the purpoſe of ſending a reprelentative. 
videch, that when there are two or more counties adjoinn?, 
which have reſiduums over and above the ratio then faxed », 
law, if ſaid re ſiduums when added together will amoun: tc 
ſuch ratio, in that caſe one repreſentative ſhall be addet te 
that county having che largeſt reſiduum. 


2 
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"The number ot tc 
pre ſeutatives ſhall, in the ſeveral years of making thele ent. 
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VII. The houſe of repreſentatives hall choole i its ſpec. 
er add other officers. 

VIII. In all elections for ee ntadtr ba, every: free 
male citizen (negroes, mulattoes and Indians excepted) who 
at the time being, hath attained to the age of twenty-one 
years, and reſided in the ſtate two years, or the county or 
town in which he offers to vote one year next preceding the 
cleQion, ſhall enjoy the right of an elector; but no perſon 
ſnalh be intitled to vote, except in the county or tow! in 
which he may actually reſide at the time of the election, ex- 
cept as is herein otherwiſe provided. Electors ſhall iu all 
caſes, except treaſon, felony, breach, or ſurety of the peace, 
be privileged from arreſt during their attendance at, going 
to, and returning from elections. 

IX. The members of the ſenate mall be choſen for the 
term of four years; and wben aſſembled ſtiall have the 
power to chooſe its officers annually. 

X. At the firſt ſeſſion of the . aſſembly after this 
conſtitution takes effect, the ſenators ſhall be divided by lot, 
as equaily'as may, into four' clafles—the' ſeats of the ſena- 
tors of the firſt clals, ſwall be vacated at the expiration of 
the firſt yrar; of the ſecond claſs, at the expiration of the 
ſecond 
year; and of the fourth claſs at the expiration of the fourth 
year; ſo that one fourth ſhall be choſen every year, and A 
rotation thereby; kept up perpetually. 


XI. The ſenate fhall conlift of twenty-fonr members at 


leaſt; and for every throe members above fifty-eight, which 
thall be added to the houſe of repreſentatives, one n*mber 
{alt be addeck to the ſenate, 

XII. 
ume to time, be eſtabliſned by the legiſlature, g there may 
then be ſenators allotted to the ftate ; which ſhall be ſo form- 


ed; ag to contain, as near as may be, an equal number of free 
male inhabitants in each above the age of twenty-one years, 
and ſo that no county ſhalt be divided, or form more than 


one diſtrict; 


and where two or more counties compole a. 


àiſtrig they ſhall be adjoining 
XIII. hen an een e may be added to 


the ſenate, he ſhall be annexed by lot to one of the four 


claſſes, ſo (to keep them as nearlyequalin number as robe. 


Aa 2 


year; of che chird claſs, at the expiration oj the third 


The lame number of ſenatorial diſtrifts-ſh#il from 
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IV. Oae ſenator for each diſtrict ſhalt be ele Ard Ly 
thol qualified to vote for repreſcntatives therein, Who flu 
give their votes at the feveral places in the counties 
towns, where elections are by law directed to be held. 

XV. No perſon ſhall be a, ſenator, who, at the tin 
* his (ledion is not a citizen of the United States, ane 
who hath not attained the age of thirty tive years, and rc. 
ſided'in this ſtate fix years next preceding his election, ud 
the laſt year thereof 1 in tle diltrict from which he nag be- 
choſen. * 

XVI. The alt clean for Wende mall be genera 
4bror ghout the ſtate, and at the ſame time that the gener: 
election for repretentatives is held; and thereafter, here 
ſhall, in like manner, be an annual election for ſenators to g 
the places of thofe whoſe time of ſervice may have expired. 

XVII. The general [aſſembly hall convene. on the b. 
Monday in the month. of November every ycat, unleſe 4 
different day be appointed. by law; and their ſſh ons . that 
be held at the ſeat of government. 5 

XVIII. Not leſs than a majority of the „ of 
each houſe of the general aſſembly hall conſtitute. a quo- 
rum to do buſineſs z but a ſwaller number may adjourn 
from daꝝ to day, and thall be authoriſcd by law to compel 
the attendance of ahlent members, in ſuch manner, and 
under fuch penalties as may be preſcribed thereby. 

XIX. Each loule of the general aflembly ſhall judge of 
the qualificatigns; eleQions sud returns of its members 
but-a conteſted A ection ſhall be determined in luck manns 

as ſhall be directed by law. 
XX. Each houſe of the general dul may determine 
the rules of its proceedings; puniſh à meter foe diforder]; 
behaviour; -and with the concurrence. of twwtbirds, eu- 
pet a member, but not a {ſecond time fas the-fame cauſe. 

XXI. Each houle,of the general alembly fall keep and 
publiſh weekly, a j-vrnal of its proceedings ; and the yen, 
and n-ys of th: members dn au queſtion, ſhall, at the &. 
fire of any two of them, be bad on their journal. 

XXII. Neither hovle, during the ſelßgn of the gener 
-aNembly, Mall, without the confent of the. other, ad jour 
Yor mine than three diy nor to any 9 0g chan t 
in wiuch 1010 Pay ve ſking⸗ r S 


FF * k 
ES = 
4 


* 8 


X24 
verall 
for t! 
day, 
from 
the fa 
terath 
altera 

A 
all ca 
peace, 
the [> 
returr 
either 
place. 

X 
term 
be ap} 
this C 
emoly 


bug a 
ſervic. 
veel! 


130 
epo 5 
LX 


C274: 


xxII. The members of tlie general aſſembly foals $#+ - 
verally receive from the public treaſury, a compenſation. 
for unte vin which ſhall be one dollar and à half a- 
day, during their attendance on, going to, and returning 
from the ſeſſions of their reſpeRive houſes: Provided, that 
the ſame may _beiincreafeder diminiſhed by law; but no al- 
teration ſhall take effect during the . at which ann 


alteration {hall be made. 

XXIV Abe members of the emen aſſembly ſhalt, in 
al caſes, except treaſon, felony, breach or lurety of. the 
peace, he privileged from arreſt dur ring their attendance at 
the leſſions of their re ſpeclive houles, and in going to, and 
returning from the ſame ; or for any ſpeech or debate, in 


either houſe, they ſhall not be queſtioned, in any other 


lace. 

f XXV. No ſenator or r repreſe tative ſhall, during the 
term for #hich he was clected, or for one year thereafter, 
be appointed or elefted to any civil oftice of profit under 
this commonweatch, Which ſhall-have becn created, or the 
emoluments of which ſhall have been increaled, during the 
the time fuch ſenator or repre ſentative· was in office, exce 

te ſuch offices or appointments as may be moe or ' billed by 
the elections of the people. 

XXVI. No-pecfon, while he continues to exerc ife the 
ſunGtions of a clergyman, prieſt or teacher of any religious 
perſuaſion, ſociety or ed; nor whit be holds or exerciſes 
ay office of profit under this commonwealth, ſhall be eligi- 


tle to the general aſſembly except attorneys t lan, jaſ- 


tices of the peace, and militia officer: Provided, that juts 
fices of the courts of quarter ſeſſions ſhall be inclipible; fs 
bug as any compenſation may be allowed them for their 
ſervices 2 Provided alſo, that attorneys for the con. mon- 
veslih, Who receive a fixed annual dase from the pub. 
ic trealurys Mall be iseligible. 

XXVII. No perſon, who at any time may * been a 

olle cor of taxes for the ſtate, or che aſſiſtant or deputy: 4 
ch callector, {ball be eligible to the genera! aſſembly untii 


e He have obtained 2 quietus for the amount of ſuch col 


N and for all n monies * which he may d& 
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XXIX. All bills for raifing revenue, ſhall origiaate in MW |: 
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Wes - years by the citizens entitled to ſuffra e, wt the time au 


weeks next ſuecerding the ele ion of bie fucceſſor, and! 
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til on three ſeveral days, it be read over in each ho ; 
ot the general aſſembly; and free diſcuſſion allowed 
thereon; unleſs in caſes of urgency four-fifths of the Howie, 


where the bill ſhall be depending, may deem it expedien: WM 
td diſpenſe with this rule. | 

the houſe of reprelentatives ; but the ſenate may propoſe 
amendments, as in other bills: Provided, that they {hall WM n. 
not tifodnce any new matter, under the colour of an Ml <<: 
amend went, which does not relate to raifing a revenue. U: 
XXX. The general adembly ſhall regulate by law, by fic! 
whom, and in what manner, writs of election ſhall be the 
iſfued to fill the vacancies Which may happen in either ] 


brauch thereof. 
. | — a ena 


ei Bae e Reet n 
TDLoncerning the Executive Department. 1 
7" Sect; I. The fupreme executive power of the common 
wealth mall be veſted in a chief magiſtrate, who {hail be 
ftile@ the governor of the conimonmwealth of Kentucky 
II. The governor ſhall be elected for the term of ſoy 


places where they ſhall reſpeQively vote for repreſenta 


tives: The perſon' having the higheſt number of vote zee 
Niall be governor; but if two or more ſhall be equa! an putic 
Hipheft” in votes, the election ſhall be determined by e fnch 
in fuck mänger 2s the legiſlature may direct. fned 
III. The governor ſhall be ineligible for the ſucceedin 4 
ſeven years,” aſter the expiration of the time Tor which "that 
Mall have been electe. i ing c 


IV. Ile fhall be ar leaſt thirty-five: years of age, and Ho! 
zen olf the United States, and have been an inbabi x! 
Ati: late at leaſt x years next preceding bis election, grant 
V. He ſha'l commence the exten: ton of his office on ent. 


* 


fourth Tueſday ſucceeding the day of the commencemlrepr! « 


f the: general election on which he ſhäll be choſen, M 
hall continue in the execution thereof until'the end ci is 


til Ris ſucceffor ſhall have täken tlie baths or affirmatic 
preſcribed by this conſtitution. 
VI. No member of congreſs, or perſorwhokding We 
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nee under the Uuiteck States, nor miniſter cf any religions ſos © | 
et, fall be eligible ro the office of governor, 
VIE The governor ſhall, at ſtated times, receive for 
his Tervices, « tompeufation, which ſhall neither be in- 
ereafed nor diminificd; during the term for which he ſhall 
bare been elected. e | | 
: VIII. He ſha'l be commander in chief of the army and 
10 n«vy of this commonwealth, and of the militia thereof, 
a except when they ſhall be called into the ſervice of the 
= _Unicd States; but he hall not command perfonally in the 
y field, unlets he mall be adviſed fo to do, by a refolution of 
el the general aNembly, | | 
er IX. He ſhall nominate, and by and with the advice and 
conſent of the ſenate, appoint all officers, wheſe offices are 
etalliflied by this conſtitution, or ſhall be eſtabliſhed by 
law, and whoſe appoint ments are not herein etherwiſe pro- 
vided for: Provided, that no perſon: ſhall he ſo appointed to 
an office within any county, who (hall not have been à citi- 
zen and inhabitant therein, one year next before his appoint- 
ment, if the county ſhall have been fo long ercQed, but if 
* ſhall not have been fo long erected, then within the limits 
of the county or counties from which it (hall have been tak» 
en: Provided alſo, that be county courts ſhall be anths- 
nized by law to appoint inſpectors, collectors and their de- 
puties, ſurveyors of the highways, conſtables, jailors, and 
Inch other inferior officers, Whole juriidiftion may be con- 
bned within the limits of a county. LIT = 
X. The goverror ſhall have power to fill up vacancies 
that may happen during the receſ: ot the ſenate, by grant» 
4. commiſſions, Which ſhall expire at the end of their next 
nion. E Nun 1311 | A ; 
XI. He ſhall have power to remit fines and forſeitures, 
rant reprieves and pardons, except in cales of impeach- 
went. Jo caſes of treafon, he ſhall have power to grant 
reprieyes until the end of the 1.ext ſeſſion of the general af- 
fein ; in which the power of pardoning (all be- veſied. 
XII. He may require information in writing from the 
Aicers in the executive department, upon any fubj & relat- 


8 


* 


ing to the duties of their reſpe clive offices. | 
XIII. He ſhall from time to time give to the general 
aMembly,. information of the ſtate of the commonwealtb, 


„ 7 | 
and recommend to their conſideration ſuch meaſures as he 
ſhall deem expedient. G %%ͤ; ˖˙ 7⁴3!? Beat orp 9" 10 4 

XIV. He may on extraordinary occaſions convene the ia 
general aſſembly at the ſeat of government, or at a different 99! 
plate, if that ſhould. have become, ſince their, laſt adjourn. plo 
ment, . dangerous from an enemy, or from contagious dite 2 
ders; and in caſc of diſagreement. tmtween the two lou, the 
with reipect to the time of adjournment, adjourn them :» WW ar 
ſuch time as he ſhall think proper, not e::ceeding 1041 
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XV. He ſhall take care that the laws be faithfully <:- WM 4 
Fo. In 3 adm 
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XVI. A licutenant , governor . ſhall be choſen at every kr 
election ſor a governor, in the fame manner, continue in 
office for the ſame time, and poſſeſs the lame qualifications, ſecre 
In voting for govertior, and lieutenant governor, the cler. Purp 
tors ſhall. diſtinguiſh w hom they vote for as goveraor, aid X. 
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whom as lieutenant governor. / O44 ba wt 4 tor t 
1 XVII He ſhall by virtue ol his office be ſpeaker of thc Ml eint 
13 ſenate, habe a right, When in committee of the Whole, 50 tor t 
debate and vote on all ſubjects; and when the ſenate are Pint 

equally divided, to give the caſting vote. 8 
XVIII. In caſe of the impeachment of the governor, bi; en 

removal from ofice; death, refuſal to qualify, reſig nation electe 

. or abſence from the Hate, the lieutenant governor fall ex- keep , 

- ercile all the power eng appertaining to the office 3 
bol governor, until another be duly qualified, or the gover- 1 
5 not ahſent, or impoached, hall return, or be acquitted. 10 * 
it XIX. Whenever the/government ſhall be adminitcred * ſ 
d. by the lieutenaut governor, or be ſhall be unable to attend N "= 
3 as ſpeaker of the ſenate, the ſenators ſhall ele& one of bel 6 e 
Fo. wwn members. as {peaker, for that occaſion. And if, du- * 
c Ting the vacaucy of the office of governor, the heutenant 4 8 
. governor {hall be impeached, removed from office, refuſe t "i 9 ( 

is qualify, rehign, die, or be abſent from the tate, the hr 1 
VR of the ſenate ſhall, in like manner, adminiſter the goveri bill, it 


_O | 
„ _— The 1; | why "ne © by Whi 
| IX. The lientenant- governor, while he acts as ae: maſs 


to the ſęnate, ſhall receive for his Tervices the ſane co0: be a 
Mall b 
the pe 


* penſation, which ſhall for the fame period be allowed to il! 
5 eaker of the houſe of repreſentatives, and no mort; at 


| un, 
during the time he adminiſters the government as governor, 
ſhall receive the ſame compenſation which the governor 


would have received and been entitled to, had he been em- 
| ployed in the duties of his office. : ITE 


XXI. The tpeaker pro tempore of the ſenate,- during 


the time he adminiſters the government, ſhall receive in lie 
manner the ſame compenſation which the-governor would 


have received, had he been, employed in the duties of his 
nie. os * py | 4; 

XII. If the lieutenant governor ſhall be called upon to 
adminiſter the government, and ſhall; while in ſuch admi- 
nitration, reſigu, die, or be abſent from the ſtate during the 
receſs of the general aſſembly, it ſhall be the duty of the 
ſecretary, ſor the time being, ta convene the ſenate for the 


purpoſe of chooſing à ſpeaker. 


XXIII. An attorney general, and ſuch other attornies 


lor the commonwealth as may be neceſſary, fliall be ap- 


pointed, whoſe duty ſhall be regulated by law. Attornies 
for the commonwealth for the ſeveral counties ſhall be ap- 
pointed by the reſpec̃tive courts having juriſdiction therein. 
XXIV. A lecretary ſhall be appointed and commiſſioned 
during the term for which the governor ſhall have been 
elected, if he ſhall' ſo long behave himſelf well. He ſhall 
keep a fair regiſter, and atteſt all tha official acts and pro- 
ceedings of the governor, and fall, when required, lay the 
lame, and all papers, minutes and vouchers relative thereto, 
before. either houſe of the general aſſembly, and ſhall per. 
ſorm ſoch other duties as may be enjoined him by law. 
XXV. Every bill which ſhall have paſſes both houſes 
ſhall be preſented to the governor ; if he approve, he ſhall 
hen it, but if not, he ſhall return it with his objections to 
the houſe in which it ſhalt have originated, who all enter. 
the objections at large upon their Journal and. proceed to 
* it; if, after ſuch reeon | 
all the members elected to that houſe fall agree to paſs the 
bill, it ſhall be ſent, with the objeQions, to the other houſe, 
by which it ſhall likewiſe be conſidered, and if approved by 
2 majority of all the members elected ta that hovſe, it hall 
be a law; but in ſuch caſes the votes of both houſes 
mal! be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of 
ine perions voting for, and againſt the bill, (all be en- 
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bill all not, he beruf bed, By, the gorernor, Within to 
1 N been prel ented 
to him, it ſhall be a law in liße Wanner as it he 
boned: it, unleſs; the general aſſembly by, ther a; a 
ment prevent its return; in which [caſe it ſhall bes 
Yrs ſent hack within three days. alter hen next! Wera 


x VI. r 1 relolution or vote, to which the 
coyevrrence of both houſes may be, geceſary, except 
queſtion of adjournment, (ball be preſented jo the gover- 
nor, and before it ſhall take effe tt, be approve by him; or, 
being diſap proved d, ſhall be repaſſed by a majority of al the 
members ele 
limitations preſcribed in caſe of a bill, 

XXVII. Conteſted elections for a governor and he ute. 
nant governor, ſhall be determined hy à commictee to by 
ſelected from both houſes of the genere! aſſembly + Aud 
py and regulated. in ſuch manner as ſhall be red by Ly 
aW 

XXVII. The freemen of this commonwealth beg en 
mulattoes, and Indians excepted) ſhall be armed and difci 
plined for its defence, Thole who conicienciouſly [c:. 
to bear ariys, thall not, be compelled to do fo, but Hall þ pay 
an equivalent for pexſonal ſervice. 

XXIX. The commanding officers of the te ſyeclive regis 
ments thall appoint the regimental ttaff; r general; 
their brigade majors; major generals, their aids; and cap- 
tains, themon commiſſioned oft.cers of companies. 

XXX. A majority of the field officers and captains in 
each regiment, ſhall ngwinate_ the commitſioned officers in 
each company, who {nall be commiſſioned b. the governor! 
Provided $A nomination ſhall be made, 'unleſs-two i 
leaſt 'of the ed of flicers are pre! ent; ; and when two or meg 

pry higheſt number of votes, tie 
held ofticer preſent, who may be higheſt in commiſſion, (hall 
cide the nomination. * 
XXXI. Sheriffs mall be hereaſte -ppointed | in the fal- 
towing manner: When the time of a ſheriff for any county 
may de about to expire, the county court for the ſame; 
ere of all i its en prevent) ſhall, in the month 


* 


Aed to both houſes, according 50 the rules any! 


ef September, Otober, or November next preceding there- 
to, recommend to the governor two proper perſons to fill the 
office, who are then juſtices of the county court; and W 


— 


ſhall ia-fuch recommendation pay a juſt regard to ſeniority. 


in office and a regular rotation. One of the perſons ſo re- 
commended ſhall be commiſſioned by the governor, and 
ſhall hold his office for two years, if he ſo long behave well, 
and until a ſucceſſor be duly qualifed, If the county court 
ſhall omit in the months aforeſaid'to make ſuch 1recommen- 
dation, the governor ſhall then nominate; and by and with 
the advice and conſent of the ſenate, appoint a fit perſon 40 
"All ſuch office, 1 W 


| — + — 
Concerning the Judicial Department. 

Cect. I. The judicial power of this commonwealth, both 
as to matters of Jaw and equity, ſhall be veſted in one ſu- 
preme court, which {hall be. {tiled the court of appeals, and 
in ſuch inferior courts,as the general affembly may from 
time to time eren and eſtabliſh, | | ? 

II. The court of appeals, except in cates otherwiſe di- 
reted by this conſtitution, ſhall bave appellate juriſdiction 


only; which hall be-co-exterfive with the ſtate, under ſuch - 


reſtrictions and regulations, not repugnant to this conſtitu- 
tion, as may from time to time be prefcribed by law. 


III. The judges, boch of the ſupreme and inferior courts, - 


Mall hold their offices during good behaviour; but for an 

reatonable cauſe which ſhall not pay ground of im- 
prachment, the goverror ſhall r Move aby of them on the 
addrefs of two-thirds of each houſe of the general aTembly : 
Provided however, that the cauſe or caul-s for which ſuch 
removal may be required, mall be ſtated at length in ſuch 
addreſs, and on the journal of each houſe, They hall at 


ſlated times receive for their ſervices an adequate compenſa- 


tion, to be fixed by law. Be ISS, 

IV. The judges mall, by virtue of their office be conſerva- 
tors of the peace throughouat the ſtate, The ſtil» of all pro- 
<z{s ſhall be, Ihe commonwealth of Kentucky.” All pro- 
fecutions ſhall be carried on in the name, and by the authe- 
ritv of the commonwealth of Keatucky, and conclude 
agꝛinſt the peace and dignity of che fame. # | 
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by "8 There ſhall -.be eftabliſhed in n now er 
7 may hereafter be ere cted, within this commonwealth, 
à county court. 
VI. & competent number of :uftices of. the peace (al! 
be appointed. in each county; they ſhall be commiſſioned 


. 


during good bebavionr, but may be removed on convictiun 
of miſbehayiour in office, or of any infamous crime, or en 
the addrels of two-thirds of each houſe ol the general al. 


NS _ fembly ; Provided however, that the cauſe or cauſes fox 


which ſuch removal may be required, ſhall be ſtated at 
| length in ſuch addreſs, and on the journal of each houſe. 
VII. The number of the juſtices of the peace, to which 
the ſeveral counties in this commonwealth now eſtabliſhed, 

or Which may hereafter be eſtabliſhed, ovght to be cn 
titled, fall tem time to time be regulated % law. 

VIII. When a ſurveyor, coroner, or à juſtice of the 
peace, ſhall be needed in any county, the county court 
tor xhe ame, à majority of all its juſtices concurring there- 
in, ſhall recammeud to the governor two proper perlons 
t.r fill the "office, one of whom be ſhall. appoint thereto: 
Provided however, that if the county court {hall for twelve 
months omit to wake ſuch recommendation, after being r2- 
queſted by the governor to recommend proper perſons, h: 
al] then nommate, and by and with ze advice ani con- 
{ent af the ſenate, appoznt a fit perſon to ll ſuch office, 


IX. When z new county ſhall be erected, a competent 


:umber of juſtices of te peace, « ſheriſh and coroner therr- 
| for, Mall be recommended te the goxernor by a majority of 
un the members of the houſe of. repreſentatizes from the ſc- 
natorial diflrift or diftrifts in which the county is fituat-! ; 
and if either of the perſons thus recommended ſhall be ve- 
_ j:&ed by the governor of ſenate, another prion mall imwe- 
\diately'be recammended as aforeſuid. | 
X. Each court ſhalt appoing its own clerk, who ſhall hold 
his office during good behaviour; but no perſon ſhall be ap- 
.. pointed clerk,” ey pro tempore, who ſhall not produce to 
the court appointing him, a certifi- ate from a majority of 
the judy es of the court of appeals, that he had been examined 
| by their cleck in their preſence, and under their direction, 
andi that they judge him to be well qualified to execute the 


© office if Uerk t to, any court of b Fre lame digniry, wich that 
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fo? which he offers himſelfs They hal be removeabſs lot 


breach of good behaviour by the court of appeals only, who 


{hall be judges of the fact as well as of the law. Two-thirds 


of the members preſent muſt concur'in the jtntence, 


XI. Alt comnwittions ſhall be in the name, and by the au- 
thority of the ſtate of Kentucky, and fraled with the ſtate 


cal, and ſigned by the goveruors 
XII. The tate trealurer and printer or orivters for the 


commonwealth, ſhall be appointed annually, by the 40907 


vote of both houtes of the genefal alſembly: Provid q/that 
during the receſs of the fame, the governor all have power 


to fill vacancies- which may happen in ar of tlie laid 


ockces. | 5 
l — 

ARTICLE. V. | 
Concer ning Impeacꝭ ments. 

Sect, I. The houſe of reprelentatives ſail have the ſole 
power of impeachiug. 

II. All impeachments mall be tried by the ſenate : ben 
ſrting kor that purpoſe, the lenators mall be upou oath or 
affirmation. No perſon ſhall be convicted without the con- 
currence of two-thirds of the members preſcut. 

III. The governor and all civil offrrers ſhall be liable to 
Impeachment for an miſdenteanor in oſſice; but jud, ment 
in fuch caſes hall not extend furtlier than to removal from 
office, and difqualification to hold auy office of honour, truſt, 
er profit. under this cormmonwealth ; bur the party con- 
victed ſhall nevertheleſs be liable, and ſubieCt to indictment, 
trial, and e 7 la w. 
| © General N 

Se, I. en of the geteral aſſembly, and all off 
ters, executive and judicial, before they enter upor; the 
execution of their reſpective offices, ſhall-take the following 
ath or affir mation: Fdo{olemnly twear (or affirm; as the 
ale may be) that I will te faithful and tive to the com- 
wonw:alth of Kentucky, fo long as -I continue a'citizen 
ereok, and that 1 wilt achten execute, to the belt of my, 
abilities, the office of according to law.” 


Tt Treaſon againſt the commonyealth, ſhalt coobft only 
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the ſtate of Virginia, and which are of a general ns. 


. © 400 * 
in lerying war z alan it, or in adhering to lis enemies, giv- 
ing them aid ang chmfort. No per ſon ſhall be convicted 
treaſon, unleſs on the teſtimony of two witneſſes to 1 
Ame overt a, or his own cone ſſion in open court. 

III. Every perſou ſhall be diſqualißed from ferving 23 1 
governor, lieutenant governor, ſenator, or repreſenta:i Ive 
fer the term for which he ſhall have been elected, Who 
be copvicted of having siven ot offered 850 bribe or treat, 
* proc re his elt tion. 

IV. Las ſhall be made to exclude fro am aſſice and from 
ebe who fell therraſter be convicted of bribe: 
perjory, targery, or other high crimes or miſdemeanors. 
1 ke privilege of free fuffrage ſhall be ſupported by laws 18. 
© uloting eteQions,ant prob biting, under adequate nenaltics, 
all undve influeace thereon from power, brivery, tumult, os 

ether ure perf practices. | 

V. No money Hall be. drawn; ſrc the treaſury, but in 
put sh nce of apfropriatioys matle by Jaw} nor ſhall ary gp. 
proprin ions of; tr oney for the ſurport of an army be made 
tor a longer tmesthan one year, and a, regular ſtatement: 
and account of the receipts and expenditures af all pub- 
"op" money, ſhall be publiſhed annually. 

VI. Abe general. batten biy ſhail, direct by u! in whit 
manner, and in what courts, ſuits, way be. brought agalnſt 
tlie commonweslt h. 

VII. Tue manger of adm. 1 * an dath or afra. 
tion ſhall be ſuch às is moit conſiſtent withithe conicie: ce 
af the deponent, and mall be eſtecmed by the general at- 
ſembiy the meſt ſole mu appeal to God- 

VIII. All laws, which, on the firſt day of Tune one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-twoy were in force in 


ture, and not local to that ſtate, and not repugnant i 
' this conſſitutien, vor to the laws which have been en- 
aQed by the legiſtature of this cor monwealth, ſhall be 
in force within this fate, until, they ſhall be altered or 
repealed by the general aſſembly. 

IX. The compa with the {tate of Vin ie ſub eck 
to tuch alterations as may be made therein agreeably to 
the mode preſcribed by the ſaid compact, ſhall be cou 
dend as part of this conſlitution. 
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K. It halt be che duty of tbe general aſembly to poly 
ſoch laws as hall be neceffary and proper to decide dif- 
ferences by arbitrators, to be appointed by the parties 
who may chufe that ſummary mode of adjyſtinent. 


XI. All civil officers for the commonweulth at large, 


mall relide within the ſtate ; and all diſtrict, county, cr 
town! officetsz within their relpective diſtricts, counties, 
or towns (truſtees of towns excepted), and ſhall keep their 
reſreQtive offices at ſuch places therein, as may be re- 


quired by law: and, all miliria offfrers ſhall reſide in the 


bounds of: the diviſion, © brigade, regiwent, | battalion,” or 
company to Which they way ſeveralty be long. 


XII. The attorney-general, and o her attorneys for this” 


common wealth,- who:receive a fixed amuat” falary from 


the public treaſury, judges and 'clerk> of courts, juſtices 
of the peace, furveyors of linde, avd all commiſſic ned mic 

Leative offi ces during good | 
behavicur, and the continuance of their refpective courts, 


WW litia officers, ſhalt bold their re 


order the exceptions contained in this conititution. 
a XIII. - Abſence on the buſinels of this ſtate, or the 
United States, ſhall not forfeit x retidence once obtained, o 
ar to deprive any one of the right of foffrage, or of being 
0 elected or appointed to any office under this common wealth, 
onder the exceptions contained in is conſtitution. 

XIV. It ſhall be the duty of the general aſſembly to 


the (alaries of public officers ſhall be wales for negleet 
of duty in their official capacity. | 
XV. Returns of alf elections for governor, beutenant 


made to the ſecretary: for ;he time being. 
XVI. In all electiore by the people, and alfo by t the ſenate 


ſalt be perſonally and publicly given, viva voce. 
exerciſing any offite of truſt or profit under the United 
Mall be eligible as a member of the generataſſemily of this 


profit under the fame, 
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texulate by law, in what cafes, aud what dedufiion from 


pIvernor, and members of the general aſſembly, ſhall be 


and houſe of repre ſentatives, jeintly or ſe; parately, the votes 

XVII. No member of congreſs, nor perſon holding er 
States, or either of them, or under any teren power, 
e mmonwealth, or hold or exerciſe any office of truſt or 


AVI, The general affe mbl ſhall CireR by law how 
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FPerſons, vhs now are or way hereafter Become ſecoritice 
Tor public officers, may be relieved or diſctarged on ac 
N of ſuch ne f 
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"ARTICLE VI. 

| Concerning Slaves. 
Sert. I. The cohort. alembly ſhall have no powe! to. 
is laws. for the emancipation of Haves. without the con- 
ent of. their owners, or without paying their owners, pre- 


vious to ſuch: emancipation, . a full equivalent in more, 
for che ſlaves ſo emancipated. They. ſhall have no bow 


to prevent emigrants to this flate from! bringing with then 


ſuch perſons as are deemed flaves by the laws of any one f 


the United States, ſo long as any perſon-of the fame age or 


deſcription ſhall-be continued. in flavery, by the laws ot thi: 


Pate, They ſhall. paſs laws to permit the owners of fla 
to emancipate them, ſaying the rights of creditors, and pr-. 
venting them from becoming a charge to any county in his 
commonwealth. - They ſhall. have full power to prevent 


Haves beug-bropght | into this ſtate as merchandise. They 


all have full power to prevent any llaves being brought 
into this ſtate from a foreign, country, and to prevent 
thoſe. from being brought ivto this. ſtate, who have 
been ſince the firſt day of January, one thouſand ſeven 
handred and cighty-nine, or may hereafter be imported into 
any of the, United States. from a foreign cougy yy» And 


ih y ſhall have full power to paſs ſv. laws a3 may+ be nece ſ- 


fary, to oblige the owners; of. faves. to treat them with 
Humanity, to privide, ſor them neceſſary. clothing and pro- 
viügns, to abſtain from all igjuries to them extending to lite 


or lnb, and in caſe of their m glegt or refuſal to comp'y 


with the, direction of lach laws, to have ſuch ſlave or ſla ves 
lola for che beneßt of their owner or awners, 

II. In the profecutiop of fes for felony; no ingue? by 
a gran :& jury ſhail be neceſſaryſbut the proceedings in ſuc 
protecutions ſhall be regulated by law ; except that the gg 
verb aſlembly ſhall have no power to depri ive them of the p. 11 
yilege * impartie! trial by a petit jury. | 

ARTIGL E VIII. 
be ſpat of rern went. {ell continue in this; Won of 
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Frankfort until it ſhall be removed by law » Provided how). 
ever, that two-thirds of all the members cleteil to ech 
houſe of the general aſſembly, ſhall concur in the paſſage of: 
ſuch lac. pid Pl 1 5-0; 


ARTICGC LE. IX.. 
Node of revising the” Constitution. | 
When experience {hall point out the neceſſity of amend- 
ing this conftitution;. and u hen 2 majori.y ofall the mem 
bers elected to each houſe of the general aflembly, ſhalt- 
within che firſt twenty days of their ſtated annual ſe ion, 
concur in patling a law, for taking the ſeaſe of the good pe 
ple of this commonwealrh as to the neceſſity and expediency 
ef calling a convention, it ſhall be the daty of the ſeveral 
ſteriſſs, and other returning officers,” at the next ge nepal” 
election which ſhall be held for repreſentatives, after the 
paPage of fuch law, to open a poll for, and make a return to- 
the ſecretary, tor the time: being, of the names of all thoſe” 
entitled to vote for r:prefentatives who have voted for call. 
ing 2 convention z and if therenpon it -ſhail appear that z- 
majority of all the citizers of this ſtate entitled to vote for 
; repre ſentatives, have voted far a convention, the general aſ- 
ſferibly ſhall direct that à ſimilar poll ſhall be opened, and 


ö taken for the next year; and if thereupon it ſhall. appear 
0 that à majority of all the citizens of this ſtate entitled to 
vote for repreſentatives, have vored for a convention, the 
. gereral aNembly (hall at their hext feſhon call a convention, 
1 to conſilt of as many members as there fhall be in the houſe 
- of repee{entatives, and no more; to be cholen in the {a;ne 
e manner and proportion, at the {ame places, and at the ſame 
y time, that repreſentatives are; by citizens entitled to vote 
$ for repreſentatixes; and to meet within three months after. 


the ſaid election, tor the purpoſe of-re-adopting, amending, . 


v or changing this conſtitution. Rut if it ſhall appear by the 
l vote of either year'as aforeſaid; that a majority of albkthe Si- 
- WW tizens entitled to vote for repreſentatives, did not vote for- a 
„convention, a convention ſhall nat be called. ON 

— — 
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| a RETICLE: Xe: 55 
bell tbe general, great; We55ential principles of liberty & free 
af rovernment may berecaguinedW established, we declare, 
Ject. I. That ah free men, when they form a ſocial com- 
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„ FN, are at; 24 that nd man, or let of men, abe en an 
dltled to excluſive, feparate, public emoluments or privileges, 155 
1 from the. community, but in conſideration of puhlic ſervices.” the 
4% II. That: all pewer is inberent in the people, and all tree. Par 
| governwents are founded on their authority, and inftitute.| f 

| * for their peace, ſafety; and happipels: For the advanceme TP 
HE of theſe ends, they have at alt times an unalie iable and in- Nas 
oh do fesſible rigbt to alter, reform, or | dboliſh their govern- wn 

| * * ment; in luch manner as they way think proper. ON 
&« - III. That all men have a natural and inCefeaſible right die 
* * worſhip Aimighty. God according to the diQates of tig 
wdueeir own conſciences ; that no man thall be campelted to 205 
1 attend, erect, or ſupport any place of worthip, or to maln. life 
1 tain any miviſtry again his content ;-that no human an * 
thority ought, in any: caſe whatever, to controul or inter- L 
| ſere with. the rights of conſcience.;- arid that no pre le. 9157 
"rence ſhall ever be given by law, to any religious ſo- 25 

/_  cieties or modes of worſhip. 6 20 
„AIV. hat the civil rights, privileges, or eaparitics of of! 

: pe citizen, hall in no wiſe be diminiſhed or enlarged on TE 
account of-his riligion. © . 0 

V. hot all elections mall be . 3 egen. . tak 

VI. That the anticnt. mede of trial by jury Pall be nd 

beld fagred; and the right thereof remain inviolate. ou! 

VIII. that printing preſſes ſhall bet free to every per- * 

i fon who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the le- * 
-giſlature. or any branch ot government; and no law ſhit ws 
| ever be made to. reſtrain the richt thereof:* Ihe tree 1 
1 communieation of thoughts and opinions is one ot the in- 10 
|. . valvable rights of map; and -cvery citizen may freely (peak, —_ 
Vtite, and print on any! fubjoct, be ing e for the yy 
I abvſeoftharliberiy.” wy 
1358 VIII. In proſecutions for the 0 of: papers in- c 
1 \ yelligating- the official conduct of officers, Ir) men itn a et 


public capacityz or whee-the” matter pubbſhed ig Proper 
for public information, the truth thereof ay be given in 
evidence. And in all infitmients for libels, the jury ſþgll 
have a right to determine the Jaw and the facts, under the 


l 10 5 Dire Oion of the court, as in other cafes. 
IX. That the people fhell be ſecure in their bn 
1 15 e, Frets and e TIP DONE, leizures 


* 
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and fenrches ; and that no warrant to ſearch any place, or 
to ſeize any verſo! mor things, (hall iſſue without deſcribing. 
them as nearly as may be, nor without probable Tani], * 
ported by oath or affirmation. A A 

X. That in all criminal proſecutions, the accuſed hath 
a right to be heard by himſelf and counſel; to demand the 
nature and cavſe of the accufation againſt him-; ; to meet the 


witneſſes face to Face ; to have compulſory proceſs for ob- 


raining witneſſes in his faycur ; and in proſecutions by in- 
dietment or information, a ſpeecy public trial, by an impar- 
tial jury of the vicinage ; that he Cannot be compelled to 
give evidence àgainſt himſcif, ner can he be deprived of his 
life, liberty, or property, unlefs by the * of his pee rs, 
or the law- of the land. 

XI. That no perſon ſhall for any indiQable nde be 
proceeded againſt ori mipally by information, except in caſes 
ariſing in the land or nabal forces, or the willtia when in 


adual ſervice, in time of var or public danger, by leave 


of the court for oppreſſion ox ſuiſdemeanor in office. 
XII. No perſon ſhall for the ſame offence be twice put in 
Fopardy of his life or limb, nor ſhall anz man's property be: 
taken or applied to public vie without the content of his re- 
preſentatives, and without juſt A: hi being previ- - 
ouſly made to him. - ' 
XIII. Tbat all courts ſhall be ofen and very perſon fon 
an injury done him in his lands, goods, perſon, o1 reputa- 


tion, ſhall have remegy by the due cou ſe of lav; and right 


and juflice adminiſtered without lale, denial, or delay. 


IV. That» no power of ſuffending laws {hall be ever 


ciſed, unleſs by the legiſlature or its authority. , 
RV. harexceſiive bai} ſhalt not be required, nor excels, 
gyre fines Itipoſed; hor eruet punithments inflicted.” 


XVI. That all prifbners ſhall be bailable by ſufficient, ſe- 


curities, unleſs for capital offences, when the Prout. is v 
de t, or preftimption great and tbe privilege of the urit 


of habe as corpus, ſhall not be ſuſpended, unſeſs u ben in ca- 


tes of rebellion or invaſion the public fafety may require it. 
XVII. That the perſon o A debtor, when there is not 


firong preſumption ot fraud, ſhall not be continved in priſon: 


after delivering up his eſtate 4 for the benefit of his creditors; , 
Wt. ot, manner as you be Es by law. 
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os - xvi, That no e facto 1 nor any law impair 
1 ** contracts; ſhall be made. 


XIX. Tbat no perſon dan be atrainted of txeaſon or 
1 Arg by the legiſlature. 


XX. That nd attainder ſhah vork capropridh; of bloo!, 
nor, except during the life of the offender, mags of « 
tate to the commonwealth,” 

XXI. That the, eſtates of: ſuch pern as ball deſtroy 
their own lives, ſhall deſcend or veſt as in cafe of natic 
death ; and if any perſon thall'be kilted by ae there 
| Hall be no forfeiture by reaſon thereof, * 

XXII. Tbat he citizens bave a right in a Penceable 
manner to aſſemble together for their common good, and 3 

„ Ka apply to thote inveſted with the powers of government lor 

1 redreſs ok grievances, or other proper N es, by en, 

© addreſs, or remonſtrance. 
XXIII. That the rigbts of the citizens to vear arms in 
defence of themielves and-the ſtate, ſhall not be queſtioned. 
XXIV. Thar no ftanding army fhall, in time of peace, 
be kept up without the conſent of the legiftature, and the 


divation to the civil power. 

XXV. That rd foldier ſhall, in time of peace, be quar- 
tered in any houſe without the conſent of the owner, nor in 
time of war, but in a manver to be pre([cribed by law, 
XXVI,. That the Jegifſature alknot' grant any title of 
1 Pe nobiliry or bereditary diſtin dion, nor create any office, th- 

\' - - Apppointment. of Which ſhail be for a longer term than 
during good behaviour.” _- 


XXVII. Fhat (emigration. en the ſtate Ghai not bet 
8 prohibited. 2 
| © 5 XXVIII. ro guard againſt” tranſgreſſions of the big'r' 


8 in this article is excepted aut of the general powers 0+ 
- governipenty and ſhall forevef'remaid inviolate ; and that all 
laws contrary trons or TAY to this conſtitation; ſhalt 
be void. | * 
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That nefivconvenience may arife from the alterations and 
endete 19 8950 in the conſtitution of this NON: bf 


; 
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military thall in all caſes, and at all 8 82 be in ſtric fubor- 


powers which we have delegated, wx DECLARE, that very 
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and in order to carry the ſame into complete operation, its 
hereby declared and ordained-:, _ 

Sect. I. That all laws of this commonwealth-in force at 
the time of making the laid alterations and amendments, 
and not inconſiſtent therewith, and all rights, actions, pro- 
ſecutions, claims, and contracts, as well ot. individuals as of 
bodies corporate, hall continue as if the ſaid alterations and 
amendments had not been made. 

II. That all officers now filling any office or appaintwent, 
ſhall.continue in the exerciſe of the dutics of then reſpeQtive 
officas or appoiutments for the teruss therein expreſſed, unleſs 
by this couſtitution it is otherwiſe directed. 

III. The oaths of office herein directed to be taken, may 
be adiviniſtered by any juſtice of the peace, until the legiſ- 
lature ſhall-otherwiſe direct. 

IV. The general aſſembly, to be held in November next, 
ſrall appor tion the repreſentatives and ſenators, and lay off 
the ſtate into ſenatorial diſtricts, conformable to the regula- 
tions prefer: bed by this conſtitution. In fixing thoſe apvor- 
tonments, ard in eſtabliſhing thoſe diſtricts, they (hall take 
for their guide the enumeration directed by law to be made 
in the preſont year, by the commiſſioners of the tax, and the 
apportionments thus made, thall remain uvaltercd until the 
d of the ſtated annual ſeſſions ot the general aſſembly in 
ke yeareighteen hundred and three. 


hange made by this conſtitution, in the time of holding tk. 
ge eral election, it is hereby ordained that the firſt election 
or governor, heutenant governor, and members of the gene- 


1 the year eighteen hundred. Te perions tiien elefted 
hall continue in office during their ſeveral terms of ſervice 
er by this conſtitution, and-until the next general 
tion, which Nall be held atter their ſaid terms ſhall have 
0 »eQtively expired. The returns for the ſaid firſt ele ion 
governor and levtienant governor, ſhall be made to the 
cretary, within flitcen days from the day of election, wie 

all, as foon as may be, exatuive and count the ſame in the 

4 lence of at leaſt two judges of the court of appeals, or 
A he caurts, and ſball declare who are the perſons thereby 
* Fele en, __ give them K officis works of the:r election ; 


* 


V. 10 onder that no inconvenience may ariſe from the 


 eTembly, ſhall commence” on the ficſt Monday in May, 
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and if any perſons ſhall be equal and higheſt on the poll, the 


8 4 Aaid judges and ſecretary ſhall determine the election by 
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VI. This conſtitution, execpt ſo much thereof a: 
therein otherwiſe directed, ſhall not be in force until t+- 
Grit day of June in the year eighteen hundred; on WIe 
day the whole thereof ſhall take full and complete effect. 
Done in convention, at Frankfort, the ſeventeenth d. 
Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- nine, 
ot the Independence of the United States of Ame 
the cwen ty-fourth. | 7 
Bay, He IN - ALEXANDER S. BulLltT, v. -. 
| Member from Jef. cn 
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